THE CANADIAN FREEMASON.
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before the exceeding brightness, and the very |the cry ot suffering and of innocence goes up to
viests of the living God fled for their lives from | Heaven.

eloie s visible presence, What Mason of the
higher deg-ees does not know the profound sigmifi-
cance of these gieat facts—the unportant lessons
embedded m this hisory ?

¢ With the completson of this auguat siructure,
and the traditional record of the events which pre-
ceded, accompanted. and  followed 1t, commences
the disseannation ot Masoury.

#No miserable per centage of profit contains it;
no peity calcutation of hife and health 1nsurance
bounds it. It combines the lurgest liberty of 1n-
dwvidual benevolence with the advt atages ol asso-
cuaiton—rendening strength to each und dwarfing
" neither.

' ¢ Fully combimng in its own existence this great
! original system of teaching by symbols, and this

“#i'rom Palestine to Phaaicia, snd thence by other gieat element of enlightencd and systematic
easy and natural stages to each several pation ! chanty, Masomy survives to-day, in al} the mag-
distingutshed vy uis love for arts and sciences—the ,lliﬂcence of 11s superb proportions, glorious in 1ts
instructed eye of the well taught Mason sces in ongmal beauty, enriched by the labors of twenty
dim tiacws that sl simieave the devouring tooth of jcenturies, filled with the spoil of all natlons and

time, the dim patbway of our Order,

4 The yrowi punciples of association binds all ats
elemenis togetner,

it ‘I'he need of hela anl *e readiness to besiow ,

&id, the vie as 'ar spread as the human family—
the othe= *re child and creature of ibera! eduration
and tauned humenity, were and are the springs
and sources 0! the Maseme brotherhood, ard the
cleye alnance of the myste the, avented and en-
forced for the defer ce and support of ihe opeiative
Masan, became at length the distingnishing beauty
and the peeahiai chwractenisuc of the speculauve,

% And thus down the rushing current of Time:
sotn« Limes submerged and oat of sight 1n the wharls
poots that enguited empites, 2nd made nations
their piayihngs—sometiunes slunpng its existence
i the mansters aud abbeys, cathedrals and palaces,
which ptety or luxury loved to erect—ive trace
the footprints of the successors of those who erected
the piliars, one on the right and one on the left of
the beautitul porch that yrelded access to the ‘Fem-
ple of God,

«Kitwinning and Melrose, York and Westmin-
ster, S'rasbourg and Notre Dame are memorials of
our fathers in this great soctety, and are each can-
cnized and made holy by all the gentle offices of
kindness that distnguish sod adorn the Fraternity.

«These strong old days are gone. No longer
now does the Free and Accepted Mason in ver
deed work out lus apprenticeship, and hew out his
testimonials from the solid rock. No longer now
does the Fellow Craft adjust with square,plumb and
level, the rough work of the apprentice. No
{onzer does the Master or overseer of the work
supervise the actual labor of his inferiors.

“But modern JMasunry, abandonng all these
grosser elements of tol, teaches ail the great prin-
ciples of religton and morality, ot common broth-
erhood and universal charity, through the medium
of these symbols and tokens of an elder time.

“Deep in the mystic vaults of her representative
temple, she rehearses the lessons of bygone ages.
From the very ground-floor on which “her acolyte
presses s first step—on thiough the glanieus porely
the Winding Stawrs, the Middle Chamber, the un-
finished Holy of Holies—every footprint of the ini-
tiate is on hallowed ground,

#The abso'w'eand &ral belef in God, which
admits him, is Ceepened and mtensitied as he woes
0n, and the hile tual 1s within 1he man 1s cuitivats
ed, eueated, and ity taught a lessons o8 nevers
dying unonrt, ualil the Limuataiaty 1hat has teen
enforeed upon nis sout vy tatelthle 1upression, bes
comes his acival and unGuestionable beli £

i,

%%y w.rh ths faa it God and Hope 15 him-
self any anking, Misonty eackes to her tollow-
ers the Jargest chonty fur ail—=charily 1n that true
and orivinal sense, which means unsellish love—
that - Hection of the sou! which survives the wreck
ot matter and the ctush of worlds, and is peuarest
akiu to Deity.

«The sysiem of words, signs, tokens, grips and
symbols, which we.e the protection and the evie
dence of the operatives who uaveled in fureygn
Jands, remains—but ctherealized and spiritualized
nto a higher meaning, a more effective union.

«“Masoncy I8 meidni to e as universal as thé
world, its love all embracing, extending wherever

tonguies, founded on the solid rock, course upon
cvusse of Solomanian Masonry, bearing aloft the
_glovious fabric, wia duors snexorably closed against
"the base, the cowardly, and ever vpening for the
tive and fanhfu, ; there siands the edifice of mod-
, ern Mason y.

“What son of hers that has ever penetrated the
rsacred portal, and ranged along the mughty walis,
but bids her God speed ?

‘Advance then fearlessly on thy mission of mer-
cy —call in from ali havats of crime and of sul~
ferinx the broken hearted and the weeping children
ot the Great Father. Inzugurate again in this
" woild of ours the reign of Love, and in the path-
way which Religion opens before thee—press on
noble Oides of ous affections, and as the heaping
harvest of good deeds crown the progress, each
humble, grateful heart of thy children shall say—
AMEN, 80 MOTE IT BE.—Crystal.

Presentation of @ Past Master’s Jewel to V.
. Bro. C. P. Ladd, by the Officers and
Brethren of St. George’s Lodge, 643, E.R.

1 his Presentation was made upon St.John’s
day, after the installation, accompanied by a
suitable address—the Jewel, a gold one, is of
superb workmanship,and bears an appropriate
inscription. We have only space to give Bro.
Ladd’s reply :—

W. M. & Brethren of theSt. George’s Lodge,

In all the lessons taught me in my masonic
career, [ have not yet Tearned the language
whereby I am enabled to express my gratitude
for the very acceptable amf magnificent pre-
sent you have made me, in return as you say,
for my meritorious services. Let meask you,
W. Sir, and you Brethren of the Lodge, if any
of you were in a boat and out at sea, if you
would deem yourself any more meritorious
in exerting yourself and pulling an oar, than
your fellow voyagers. It is true, W. S,
that I have occasionally pulled the oar with
one hand, and held the rudder with the other;

butn -0 doing, 1 have oniy done my duty,

ourselves, and in communicating that happi-
ness toothers. Let the mantle of charity,
therefore, of the St, George’s Lodge, be as
broad as the platform of our institution ; and
while we look at the petty differences which
separato united hearts, let us join in the heart
feit wish, that tho only rivalry existing among
us, may be that generous strife, of who can
best work and who best agree.

W. Sir and Brethren, in returning you my
heartfelt thanks for the honor you have ~on-
ferred upon me, in making me the recipient
of these snagnificent presents, I shall fall far
short of expressing my teelings towards you
individually and ac a Lodge. “Wo have long
associated ' togeiher, and the oldest among us
cannot allude to the moment of the Jeast strife
or disagreement amongst us. ¢ We have lived
in love together.” Alay this long be yout
happy boast. May your feliowship be closely
linked with those whose hands are guided by
justice, tempered with moderation, and whose
hearts are expanded by brotherly kindness
and truth. Let us be as merciful to the ful-
mgs of others, as we would have others be to
ours. Finally, my brethren, may your child-
ren’s children, here celebrate our mystic rites
in the same concord and peace, and when we
shall be called to assemble by the Great Grand
Master, may we all have those quahties,
which will admit us within the portals of the
Grand Lodge above.

L

MASONRY ELOQUENTLY EXPLAINED.

The following extract from the address of M.
W. Brother Pietson Grand Master o! Minnesota,
to his Grand Lodge, which we tak.: from proof
sheets in advance of publication, 1s so entirely in
keeping with the true intent of Masonty, that we
call particular attention to at, and trust that it will
be well pondered on by every brother mto whose
hands it may fall,

[ believe that Masonry has an earnest, practical
mission § that its ties mean something ; that when
it says you shall not throw stones, it means just
th~t. and should be obeyed accordingly ; that our
sy. vols mean some thing ; that their teachings
are not empty farce—of no use but to say to the
world, see our teachings are Christian, come join
us ; that 1t requires 1s disciples to be honest men,
demanding honesty in contracts, sincerity in affirm-
ing, stmplicity 1n bargawning, and faithfulness in
performing ; that 1t requries us religiovsly to keep
all promises and covenants though made to our
disadvantage and though afterward we may find
we might have done better. Nothing should make
us break a promise unless it be unlawful or impos-
sible, The obligations of Masonry ara not fulfilled
in coutributing to the relief of brethren in distress.
The objects and ends of Masonry are not accom-
plished in pecuniary relief—that can be Jdone out-
side as well as within the Order. Something
more, 1ar Sifonger, is sequred ; something 1o re-

;and daty shoulil always be a pleasure to any | concile man to his kind, kindly sympathy in all

onw; atkd more especially to masons. |

L ullading 10 the past of° St. Géorge’s
Luige, we may indeed hken us hustory to,
that of the chequered scenes i the hite of,

n:1r Ithas had s Jays of prosperhy, and,

its taals of adversiy aud dirkuess; many
days in which the smules of approvat from .
the wise and the
ward 3 and days ia which the thuck cloud of
alversity lowered around them—when friends
_were few, and many of those, ike Job’s of
“oid, stood aloof from it. But, W. Sis, al-
.though the pathway of this Lodge has been,
and 1s yet beset with thorns, and its very ex-~
,istence been denied it, yet behind that dark
,cloud, there lights. up a silvery ray, and we
|are.led {o. rejoice in.the anticipation of the
shope of a brighter futdre, when all will unite

good cheered them.on:|

, with one grand object in view; in being happy

- utg varieltes, conchial aud wulespread. benevalence.

Where there 18 sinfe and batred among the Bro-
thers thereje.no Masonry, for it is pe ave, brotherly
«ove and concard.  Tae true Mason thinks no evil
of bis be ther, A0l clierishes o dasgus agaiust
um.  As lo ceasoriousuess and calmuny most
-alutary and s'ringent is the cwrb wh.ch Masonie
picciples duiy carried out, apply 1o an unbridled
tongue, Musonry is not designed sumply to pass
away a lewsure hour. It should be ever with us,
enter 1nto atl oor business, actions, sympathies,
and affections, onall days, in evesy place under
all cucumstunces. Ifitisa myth, a subterfuge,
let it be s0 regarded 2 but if practical, act accord-
ingly, or like honest men throw 1t up.’~B. Stan-
dard.

.i-An' sldarman -having krow'qpngnp_@nly. fat..
while'in office, s wag wrote on his back. ™ « Wid-
ened at the expense of the corporation”
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