
PEONIES AND TH4

FIG. 2136. SA- Sl:-Gisi RA, PEONY.

HE Chinese herbaceous peony
originated in Siberia. Its tuber-
ous roots were used by the Tartars
as an article of. food.

Since Messer Schmidt in 1725 gave the
original singie white formn a botanical status,
it bas been calIed bv varlous authorities the
wvhite flowering, the edibie, the fragrant,
and naw commioniy the Chinese peony.

PROPAGATION. -There are three methads
by wvhich Peonies are propagated ; by divis-
ion af roats (the most prevaient): by grafting
to rapidIy increase rare sorts, and by seeds
ta abtain new varieties.

DIVISION 0F RoOTS.-This is the easiest

[R ÇULTMfVTIQNýý.. -

roo s nfay..b- lifted' ad >îvded, -à
t t freôm: the midd1e 'ý'of ÀAýgUst"
-uptil the,§taiks" appëar* agffin 'n the'
.sprngà

The best'time, however, is in the.
ýarIy fali when the cut surfaces soon
a llous over and new rootiets form

b efobre the frost sets in.
* take a lar-ge stool, cut oflý. the
leaves àind separate into as' ;nany
divisions'at, can be made with an
eye. fo each tuber.

.'iii digging, care should be takexi
,that ail of the tube.rs are.dug up,ý
tfÔr if nof, they.may remain dormanht-î
a seaàdn, and.then ý3ro duce ashôb*t,.
gving rise to* .màny siray plaýnts..
frequéfntly found in aid beds..
* Tàberý divided, wvithôût ».an eye
sibould also, be planted, as the.ô-feei-

*act*in a siiat manner, and make
a showing above grouad in two
year?ý- time.

GRAFTIG-This method is resort-
Sed to in herbaceous Peonies xvhen

newv and rare varieties are ta be
rapidly increased.

An eye of the desired sort is inserted inta
the tuber of some strong grawing variety,
from which ail the previous eyes have'beeti
removed.

This aperatian is generally performed in
August. They should be placed in frames
for the winter and transpIanted the next year
into nursery rows.

SEEDS.-Prapagating by seed is somewhat
tediaus, and is only resorted tc; for increas-
ing distinct species and for obtaining new
varieties by hybridization.

*Thxis paper on tlie peony, by W. A. Peterson, is
reprinted from ]3ailey's Encyclopedia of Horticul-
ture, an invaluable wvork to ail students of
Horticulture.


