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TIll.' NATI\VE IISR IN JAlAN.

I1 LE- the general object or alil mis-
sionî vork ii heathen lands is the
evaingelization of tle people, in
this there are dilferent nethods and
steps. Amlonig the Japanese, Chin-

ese, several Ea Inidian races, and a verv few
negro ones, we find an intellectual development
and a dgrece of fithiî which have justified the
creation of a native ministry, the first step
looking toward the carrying on of the work of
ev'angelization by an independent national
church. The importance of this can scarcely be
overestimated. Not only is it the best and
indeed onlv means of disarming the national,
or anti-foreign prejudice, but also inthe miatter
of econioliv, the Japanese ii his owi land can]
live more cheaply than the stranger froi over
the seas. The superior knowledge of the
langQuage, listorv, custons and wavs of thoughlbt
of the people, vhich a native ministry musit
possess, vill nlot perhaps appear as of so mnuch
account. and yet, especially Ie last thrce, they
are among the greatest needs a foreign mission-
ary should bear in iind when lie is preparing
his out-fit. Ignorance of thes'e will Iinder himu
at every turn, make him ridiculous vhere lie
should be influential and undermin aill his
labors. So, iii Japan, aIl communions have
striveil, each according to ils owln ideal, to
create an eflicient body of native miinisters or
assistants. li this, sone of our religious
svsteis were put on trial, but it would secem,
that at first, at least, few of those iost interest-
cd were avare of the fact. The Congrega-
tionalists, Presbyterians, and Methodists ac-
quired whvat appeared to be thrce fine bodies
of educated native japanese iinisters. But
mnanv of them have been found wantin.
Through the foundinîg of the Doshisha Collegc
in Kyoto hiv Mr. Niijima, backed as lie vas,
niot onsly by his patron NIr. Hiardy, the Bostoni
ship-owlner, but also by a host of wcalthv
Ainericans, Congregationalists occupied for a
tinie a very prominsent place in the japanese
Christian world. When the writer vent to
Japan in 189o the Congrcgationalists reported
forty-nine independent self-supporting congre-
gations, besides a mîuch larger numiber whvich
were partially self-supporting. The better
class of Japanlese Christians, that is those who
were ecucated and occupied prominsent positions
in the social, political, oflicial, or mercantile
world, almost invariably were Congregational-
ists. They also possessed the niost educated,
cloquent and popular native ministers. But,
witlh the possible exception of 'Mr. Kozaki, the
former lresilent of the Doshiisha College, evCry
prominent native miinister of the Congregational
bodv bas fallen away. And even 'Mr. Kozaki
bas no rcgmir charge, but is a kinîd of fre

lance, giving on SuIday, usually ii thle Tokyo
V. M.C.A. hall lectures or sernons on Chris-
tianity, or wlat lie deens to be Christianitv.
Most of the otliers have becone enaioured
of Unitarianismî or wh'batc they thbeiselves terni
"a more distinctive Japanese type of Christian-
itv." To use the words of a missionarw well-
known in the east, "' M ucli of Japanese
Christianîitv seenms to have dwindled dowi
into a sort of Unitario-Coifuciaiisi." Thiese
ideas or doctrines, however, do nîot seem to
bave kept their learts varm in the work.
Onse is now a broker on the rice-exclange,
another edits a secular paper, a third keeps a
clock-store, and so on. It vonld have been
had enougli lad they or their conîgregationis or
eCen i their own coi iuinion only suffered. But
as the ilost promîîinent, influential and eloquent
men in the native Christian wvorld fell away,
the shock to the whole japanese Cliristianity
was verv great. And otlier bodies have exper-
ienced the saie trouble with their native
pastors, thogli not so universallv as did the
Coigregationalists. Sone resigied b-cause
thev could iîake more mîoney as school-teacliers
or in business, while in others want of faiti,
or moral stainna was the cause. Now in all
this we nust not be too ready, as nany have
been, to lay the blamle on the Japanese alone,
and sav it is mîerelv another exhibition of the
ficleniess of the Japanese iîind. Most of
these nien liad been tauglit that eaci congre-
gation was absolutely independent, a cliurch by
itself, vith no responsibility to any outside au-
thorit\. Moreover, in% matters of faith, a great
deal of laxity vas alloved. Even in Amierica,
viere what is sometinies called I Orthodox

Christianity '" is popular, where aIl are the
children of mîany generations of Christian
ancestors, aid where certain bounds in theol-
ogy, it is thouglit, mlust niot be crossed, sone
congrecgational and other minlisters have coie
out vith ratlier peculiar teachings. But these
japanese lad no Cliristiai ancestry or environ-
ment ; thbere was no Christiain public sentiment
to keep then within limits. On the other land,
the commiinoily received doctrines of Christianity
were uiipopular, and the correspoinding tempta-
tion to change thiem great. And it cannlot be
Joubted tlat when these native ministers began
to exercise the independence whicl their foreign
teacliers had told tlien they possessec, and put
forth a iew creed, at least once a vear, they
vere imunch suprised at the indignation and

opposition aroused ii these saie foreigi
teacliers. Tlhcir heresv would sceen to be
partly owiig to the formi of government of their
religious body and partly to the teaching (or
want of Ieachiig) wlichi they had received. If
it is due to fickleness w'hîy have we niot hîad
even a symptoi of the saie thing amoig the
native priests and deacois of the Nippon Sei


