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HIGH SCHOOL INSPECTION.

By a Head Master:

The changes which havo lately taken place in this depart-
ment of our.cducational work aro turning special attention to the
general question of inspection ; and, if one may judge from proval-
ent opinjon, it would seem that further changoe will Lo considered
necessary bofore the quostion is sottled.

The gencral principle involved in the appointment of high school
inspectors appears to commend itself to all who give tho subject any
attention. It is generally admitted, moreover, that our schools
have been greatly improved through this agency.  As long as high
schools continuo to receive legislative nid, it follows, as a matter of
course, that the government should have some guaranteo that the
grant is boing worthily bestowed. But no sufficient guaranteo has
yet been found which oxcludoes direet porsonal inspection. It would
be unreasonable to ask for high schools an exomption which is not
claimed for any other institution thus aided from public funds.
inspection, therefore, we shall have, The question is, how can we
derive the greatest amount of good from these officers ?

When wo compare the prosent atate of high schools with their
cundition prior to the apprintmont of regular inspectors, wo cannot
fail to be impressed with tho improvement everywhere apparont.
That much of this is dircctly attributable to the agency referred to,
can hardly be questioned. Tho changes introduced, from the
entrance oxamination to the completion of tho course—while not
without some objectionable features—are, on tho wholo, in the
dircction of progress and improvement. Our,schools are workingin
a course more uniform and advanced, while a marked impotus Tas
beer.x given to the entire system. For much of this, I think, we
are indebted to our high school inspectors.

_The opinion is heard in some guarters, not that we could dispense
with these inspectors, but that we must reccive from them a gieater
share of attention, if any real beunefit is tu result irom their visits.
It is an indisputable fact that, from various causes, the inspection
is somctimes a rather formal one—a flying visit of two hours in
some cases doing duty for o year. With some schools this might
possibly suffice; as a rule it is by no means satisfactory. Wa s
teachers need a kind of assistaiice which can bo obtained in no other
way than by personal intorcourse with the inspectors. If they are
teachers of exporience, their visits should not only give them an
acquaintance with the schoul, but it should afford opportunity for
some exemplification on tacir part of what may be regarded as the
best methuds of conducting classes. Tntil this is secured, the
benefits of inspection will be comparatively limited.

Again, it is felt that in the department of physical science the
work of tho high schools is anything but satisfactory as arule, To
quote from the last roport of Dr. MeLellan—*¢ A necessary condition
(in caso of colleginto institutes)should bo that the sciences—cliem-
istry, hotany and physics—be taught experimentally. The teach-
ing of chemistry now is, for the most part, exccedingly imperfect.
The Department should be satisfied, not unly that the necessary
applum?’es cxist, but that the subjects are thoroughly and practically
taught.” Me. Marhing suys:—‘“Scrence-teaching could be made of
real educational value as to both knowledge and discipline. The
so-called ‘sclencq group.’ as now coustituted, is o sham, and in-
Juricus, in my opinion, except in a few cases, ratherthan beneficial,
to those who pursueit with the ideathattheyaro learning “science.’”

If practical effect is to bo given to these recommendations, it

certainly fullows that the practical work, thus very roperly de-
manded of institutes at lest, mustbo tested bya H. E inspector ;
it cannot bo dealt with at the intermediate. Al this will require
moroe time than our inspectors can now devoie to it. If our present
Institutes continue, we shall have in each of the fourteen a science
master qualified to conduct a class in practical work. We shall
have, therefore, fourteen classes to be examined (at least once a
year) in the actual work of the laboratory.
. We must all admit the desirability of the course proposed; but
it of necessity involves the appointment of a third inspector, If,
with two, the ordinary work of inspection can barely be overtaken
in the year, it would be impossible for them to take the edditional
work referred to, ’

It is no secret that genernl dissatisfaction provails in reference to
cortain features and departments of our normal school. A greater
dogree of cfficioncy is :imporatively demanded. I venture the
opinion that much good would be accomplished if the limited time
now siVen by the inspectors to these schools was somewhat
extonded., )

The exporiment of dispensing with - third inspector was made to
ratify the advocates of rotrenchinent in the Legislaturo, rather than
rom a conviction that two inspdctors could properly do the wark.

Let the third inspector, therofore, bo restored, and we may thun
hopo for an inspectibn that will bo more satisfactory to the Depart-
ment and certainly more helpful to the schools. = Time could be
afforded, in that caso, fora tﬁomugh revision and close inspection
of our normal schools. Should tho additional eéxpense be thought
an obstacle, lot the normal school grant (in 1 amounting to
836,604) contribute a share in proportion to the attention they
would require from the high school inspectors.

OUR SEWING OCLASS.

BY MISS ALICE FREEMAN, TORONTO.

Buttons have a tiresome way of coming off just when you aze in
a hurry, have they not, boys.? you often wonder why mother does
not faston them more securely.—Well, perhaps she forgets how
strony her boy's fingers ave, and how much jerking and pulling each
button must endure in the course of a day.

Now would you not like to know how to sew them on for your-
selves—it is not a difficult undertaking, and while the girls are busy
with their hemming, you might spend a pleasant half hour learning
something that will be always useful to you ; for some day yuu
may travel many miles away from hothe and not having mother or
sistor near, will find it vory convenient to be able to ssw on all your
own buttons.  You would like to try? then come with very clean
hands to-inorrow afternoon, and we will see what wecan do.

In tho meantimo wo purchased two yards of the atrongest factory
cotton, a spool of coarse whito throad—needles to correspond, and
two cards of common white bone buttons—then tearing tho facto-
ry into two-inch strips, considaored ourselves fully equipped.

Tho following afternoon there was an air of expectation about
the little fellows, and an unusual dogreo of industry ovér other
lessons, that none might be deprived of their promised amusement;
—much comparing of hands and vigorous rubs of grimy knuckles ;
lt:i:my audible whispers concerning the merits and demerits of thim-

es.

In due time sowing hour arrived, aud having supplied the girls
with their hemming together with all the instructions required for
some fifteen minutes, tho boys were given first a needle and length
of thread cach, theso they wero required to thread and knot, be-
fore going further.  Though much ustonishment was expressed at
the persistency with-which the thicad would wander around the
eye of the ncedle instead of into it, this was accomplished satisfac-
torily~if the colour of the thread be not taken into account. Next
they wove supplied with a strip of cotton each, and shown how to
turn down antf tack, to prevent fraying : with some patience and
mfinite pains an the part of the bays—who would tack the material
to their fingers, only discovering their nistake as they advanced ;
—~this was also completed. Then came tho real work of sewing on
buttons.  Certain it is that never were buttons so securely fas-
tened before.  Through and through the thread was passed, uatil
the much-tried buttons refused to bear any more, and deliberately
split in two, . Earnestly the boys worked—placing their thumbs
over tho drillings of each button, to hold it in pusition, and hunt-
ing vigorously with the neecdle on the under side to find an aper-
tnre — sometimes it was found too suddenly ; the effect wasa
guick removat of the thumb to the mouth, and a whispered but
heartfelt exclamation. One boy used hisslato frame as a stretcher,
and fastening his strip of cutton firmly across it, triumphantly pro-
nounced it ‘¢ the boss. way,”—aund again, when the hands grew
warm, the thread black, and the needf:lsticky, the top of the desk
was used as a forcing machine, to press refractory needles into the
already well-filled drillings, and great suxprise expressed when the
needle snapped in two.

But despite these drawbacks the work was accomplished,—if not
with skill, at least with right good will ; and no lady, versed in all
the mysteries of dainty fancy stitches, could bo as proud-of her
finest production, as we were of the results of our first experionce
in sewing on buttons.



