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1. The nniverse consists of matter and
mind. By ti,c f:<ulties of mind with
whieh God has endowcd un, w- are able
to examine into the properties of the nia-
terial objects hy which vo are surroun-
ded. If we had no sciences, nature
would present the sane phenoiena as
at present. The heavenly hodies w-ould
niove with equal regularity, and pre-
serve the saine relative situations, al-
though no system of astronomy had been
forned. The laws of gravity and of
motion would operate in~the sane man-
ner as at present, if we had no such soi-
ence as natural philosophy. The affini-
ties of substances for each other were
the samne, hefore the science of chemistry
existed, as they are now. Tie characters
which distinguish fainilies of plants,
and the laws of the vegetable kingdom,
do not depend on the discoven les of
botanical science. It is a truth which
cannot be ton much impressed upon the
mind, in ail scientific investigations,
that no system- of nan can change the
operations of nature ; though hy sys-
teins we are enabled to gan and perfect
knowiedge of these laws and relations.

2. The Deity has not only placed be-
fhre us an alnost infinite variety of ob-
jects, buit has given to our minds the
power of reducing then into classes, so
as to forai beautiful andregularsystens,
by which we can comprehend, under a
few terns, the vast numnber of individual
things, which would, otherwise, present
to our ninds a confused and indiseruni-
nate manss. This power of the mmd, so
inportant in classification, is that of dis-
covering resemblances. Wc perceive
two objecte, we have an idea of their re-
semblance, and we give a common naine
t> hoth : other similar objects are then
referred to the saine class, or receive the
sane name. A child secs a flower,
which ho is told is a rose ; ho sees ano-
ther resembling it, and nature teaches
Iima t% call that, also. a rose. On this
operation of the mind depends the pow-
or of forming classes, or of generalizing.
Sone relations or resemblances are seen
at the first glance; ethers are not dis-
covered until after close examination and
reflection : but the most perfect classifi-
cation is net always founded upon the

most obvions resemblances. A person
ignorant of hotany. on beholding the
profusion of flowers which adorn .tho
Iitce of nature, would discover genoral
reseumblances, and form in bis mind some
ordor of arrangement: but the botanmat
learns te distinguish the least conspicu-
ous parts of the plant as most important
in a system of classificatio'.

3. System is necessary in every soi-
ence. It not only assists in the acqui-
sition of knowledge, but enables us to
retain what is thus acquired ; and, by
the laws of association to call fbrth at
will what is treasured up in the store-
house of the nind. System is impor-
tant, not only in the elevated depart-
ments of science, but is essential in the
coinmon concerns of every day life. In
conducting any kind of business, and in
household operations, it is indispensable
to the success of the one, and the cor-
fort of those interested in the other.-
The logicai and systenatic arrangement
which prevoels in Botanical scie:ce, has
a tendency to produce the habit and love
of order. Whoever tracés this system
through its various connections, by a
gradual progress through individual
plants to general classes, and then des-
conds, in the sane methodical nianner,
froi generals to particulars, must ne-
quire a habit of arrangement, and a per-
ception of order, which is the true prac-
tical logic.

4. The study of Botany seems peculi-
ar3 adapted to femîakes. The objects of
its investigat*.n are beautiful and deli-
cate ; its pursuit, leading te exerciso in
the open air, is conducive te health and
cheerfulness. It is not a sedentary stu-
dy, which can be'acquired in the libra-
ry: but the objects of the science are
scattered over the surface of the earth,
along the banks of the winding brooks,
on the borders of precepices. the aides of
mruntains, and in the depths of the
furest. A knowledge of botany is noces-
sary to the modical profecsion. Our
Alnighty benefactor, in bestowng upon
us the vegetable tribes, has net only pro-
vided a source of refined enjoyment in
the contemplation of their 1-eautiful
forms and colours, and in their frag-
rance, by whicha, in their peculiar lan-


