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of peace, on condition that the whole people and buildings
should be removed next day. But no movement was then
made, and as an excuse it was stated that the children
were sick. On the day following the encampment was in
commotion ; speeches were made, faces blackened, guns
and pikes got out, and barricades formed. Outnumbered
as we were, ten to one, by men armed with muskets, and
our communications with the sea cut off by the impossi-
bility of sailing steadily down the Alberni Canal (the
prevalent breeze blowing up it), there was some cause for
alarm had the natives been resolute. But being provided,
fortunately, in both vessels with cannon—of which the
natives at that time were much afraid—they, after a little
show of force on our side, saw that resistance Woulfi be
inexpedient, and began to move from the spot. The way
in which these people move their encampments will be
described further on. Two or three days afterwards, when
the village had been moved to another place, not far
distant, I visited the principal house at the new encamp-
ment, with a native interpreter.

““Chiefs of the Seshahts,” said I on entering, ‘‘are
you well ; are your women in health ; are your children
hearty ; do your people get plenty of fish and fruits ?”

“Yes,” answered an old man, ‘‘our families are well,
our people have plenty of food; but how long this will
last we know not. We see your ships, and hear things
that make our hearts grow faint. They say that more
King-George-men will soon be here, and will take our
land, our firewood, our fishing grounds; that we shall be
placed on a little spot, and shall have to do everything
according to the fancies of the King-George-men.”
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