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ON THE PAGANISM OF THE CIVILISED IROQUOIS OF ONTARIO
By Davip Boiik, Curator of the Archzeological Museum of Ontario

. been a subject for doubt whether this or that primitive people,
if left to 1tself, would have emerged 1nto civilisation—m othel words, 1t has
proved a matter of uncertainty whether the people concerned possessed the
potency ot progiess In some cases Dame Nature has relentlessly cut off the

supply of raw material before the eapernuent Was well begun, and 1n others
but a short tune afterwards, showing us, at any rate, that the elements of

d worse than nullified, by contact with superior peoples
Respecting no division of the human race has there been moie diversity
sihilities of 1mprovement than with regard to our

of opinion as to nate pos
Amencan Indians, o1, as a sister society has lately decided to call them, Amerinds

But the terms just mentioned ae ot very wide a,pphcamon—much too wide to

make 1t possible for any oue to arrve at a conclusion, for what 1s true of

one stock, or of one group 1 a stock, may be wholly, or largely, imappheable to

any other division o1 subdivision

The Hwon Iroquois beleve thal
under a hill on the north shore of the
further declare that on account of a great dissension which took place, those who
are latterly known more specifically as Hurons, and have been 1egaided by Brinton
and Hale on philological grounds as the senior bianch, found their way by circwitous
routes to the countiy which lies north of Toronto, on the south shore of the
Georgian Bay , while the portion we call Iroquois took a southerly course and
oceupied the noithern and central part of what 1s now the state of New York

Other two not inconsiderable bodies found excellent hunting grounds still
farther west, on the northetn and southern shores of Lake Eme, the former

own to us as the Attiwandarons, or Neutrals, and the latter as the

bemng kn
Enes, or Cats  Other dwisions lying south of the mam body were the Tuscaroras

and Andastes It 1s wholly with those who made therr home 1 New York and

ultumately m Ontaro, that we are now concerned
1t 1s unnecessary for present purposes to follow the hustory of these people
from the date of their first contact with the French Let 1t suffice to say that

early 1 the seventeenth century they became the undymg enemies of France, on

at was made on them by Cliamplam, who allied himselt

account of an attack th
with the Hurons of Ontaro, and thus mtiated a semes of wars that contmued
a

It has ofter

guceess were nullihed, an

t they themselves ongmated from a hole
St Lawrence river Thewr traditions
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