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THE DEPARTHENTAL STORE

—_——

2X-ALD THOMPSON S8UGGRSTS LRERVY
ING OF A PROGRESSIVE TAX.,

Many Correspondents Write on The Sub-
ject But Opinion is Divided asto Whe-
ther This Nineteenth-Cetitury Product
is a Benefit or a Curse—Cash Versus
Credit.

Editor World: The question to be con-
sidered in regard to departmental stores
is whether they benefit more people than
they injure; and, if not,what is the rem-
edy ? The tendency of the age is fqr
the rich to become richer and the poor
poorer, and legislation to prevent this
is being introduced into many countries.
The ,big stores have driven many small
traders out of business, have deprived
a great many people of their situations;
for one large establishment can do the
dbusiness of ten small ones, with half
the number of hands. They have depre-
ciated store property greatly, making
it impossible to rent small stores, and
owners of stores have lost their income.
The assessment and taxes on small
stores must come down and the city reve-
nue be less from this source. The whole-
sale merchants suffer, as these big con-
cerns buy direct ;fu Europe. This re-
acts on other tokvms whose merchants
were custom,g3 of our #holesalers. Coun-
try people tiock to theé city to these
big stores, and the local storekeeper’s
business is ruined, and' he“ceases to buy
of our whaolesale hgusés. Even the
charitable organizations have a competi-
tor in the big stored, where kindling
wood is supplied as ‘cheap as the Rescue
Home sells it. Here we have storekeep-
ers, employes, property-owners, the muni-
cipality, the country merchant, the
wholesale houses and charity organiza-
tious all injured by huge monopolies, who
try ‘to grasp everything jin sight and
escape taxation almost entirely on their
immenke stocks as they, are owned: in Eng-
jand, and exempt. And all for what?
That those consumers who are not half
ruined by those establishments may buy
cotton 2 cents a yard cheaper, or save
50 ceuts on a pair of shoes.

It is against public policy to unneces-

+sarily put trammels on trade, but those
big stores are an injury to a majority
of the consumers, and do not pay theiy
fair share of taxes. ~Those who wish
to mouopolize seven or eight businesses
should pay a progressively increasing an-
nual tax for each over the first, which
should be exempt. Thus, for a second
bueiness, a tax of $10Q per annum should
be levied; for a third $200, for a fourth
$400, for a fifth $800, doubling each
additional. In this way a man might
carry on five businesses for the moderate
license of $1500 a year; but if he were
grasping enough to work twelve, his li-
cense under the progressive system would
exceed $200.000 per annum. Take, for
example, one of the large emporiums car-
rying oun these businesses, dry goods,
boots and shoes, books, teys, furniture,
groceries, hardware, bhicycles, jewelery,
drugs, coal and wood, and confectionery.
The tax in this case would amount to
$204,700. J. ENOCH THOMPSON.
One Store, One Business

Editor World :© Here is my remedy for
the growing evil of departmental stores:
The grocer, some years ago, providing he
had a license, could sell wines and
spirits over his counter, but it was
thought that this was objectionable, and
now he must have ond store for grocer-

ies” and one store for wines and spirits.
Here is a precedent to work on. Let
the city license the dry goods store in
the same way.as the grocery store—and
if the dry goods merchantl wants to sell
groceries, he must open another store—
and same for each difierent business. Do
this, and you will stop the ruin which
is facing the small trader, the wholesaler
and the landowners on Yonge, Queen and
King streets. Let meetings be held, and
let it be proved ‘that ,departmental
btores are not benefits, but evila, and
let steps be taken, the same as are being
tuken in Chicago to-day, to put a stop
to them. ) B B B
Complaint of the Cormer Grozer.

Editor World: I have read with in-
terest letters in your paper on *‘ De-
Partmental stores.” There is one thing
Which anuoys the * Cornfr Grocer ” very
much, and that is the everlasting talk
indulged in by some pustomers of how
cheap they can buy down town, but of
courpe they do not say that down town
they bhave to pay epot cash. The
C. G.,” when he. does cut his prices,
has to mark the drticles, in a pass-book;
and the account stands for weeks, and
perhaps months, When Mr.- Jones is out
of work, you hear little about down
town, and Mrs. Jones is willing to take
all you let her have, and she does not
complain of the price. When Mr. Jones:
gets back to work, the first money, in-

stead of being applied on the “C. G.'s
account, is taken down town, and the
“C. G.” is coolly\informed that such and
such a store down town is selling so
much of this aud that for so much, Now,

]
i
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4
Mrs. Jones {s quite at liberty to go where
she pleases, but it would only be fair
to expect her to pay the “C.G.,” who
trusted her while her man was out of
work. ! NIPPED.

; The Dty of the Clergy.

Editor World: The movement against
the departmental stores is just what is
net_aded, for they have become a crying
evil, and a menace to thousands in To-
ronto.  We should not have to write in
this stphin to those who are professing
Christians. Certainly those men who are
so greedy as to mongpolize nearly the
entire retail trade of u’lggmmto must be
porally bad. What man is there who
is so low as to wilfully, for his own
personal gain, drive thousands to the
wall, and make life a burden? Certain«
ly it would be batter to be slain by
the sword at once than to eke out a
miserable existence trying to make ends
meet. In olden times the lord with the
largest following could sally out and
steal his neighbor’s cattle; and now {t
is the man with the most money who
steals his neighbor’s living. If the one
is wrong, so is the other. This gigan-
tic octopus gathers all into its arms;
these men evidently believe in * The good
old rule, the simple plan, that they may
take who have the power, and they will
keep who can.” There is certainly some-
thing wrong with our boasted eciviliza-
tion and religion when the church aud
Gpvernmeut are silent about such ques-
tions. Is it not the duty of the clergy
to take sides with the weaker in this
fight ? Will they stand idly by and see
their poor fellows driven to the . wall
by a few avaricious men, who grow rich
oun the life-blood of their fellows ? I see
no hope for the abatement of the evil
(if we cannot get legislation to pro-
hibit), unless. these men get converted,
and learn that other men have a right
to live as well as themselves. Moody,
when here, said that if people were not
getting along as they ougnt to, there
must be something wrong in their life.
That not * getting along” with most
teople is caused principally by the hog-
gishness of a few, who want the trade
all to themselves, as everyone can see.
It is certainly the duty of the clergy
to internvidWi#hose monopolists and show
them the error oi their ways. Are the
teachings of Jesus not to be practised
in business ? R, R. CUSSAR.

An Opinion Frem Hamilton.
Editor World: Being a merchant in
Hamilton, and, to a certain extent, af:

fected by the growing departmental sys-
tem lately introduced here. I wish a few
lines of your space to give my views
on the subject. My idea is that the
remedy against the system is largely in
the hands of the hundreds of whalesale
men and their employes, and also the
tenants and owners of small stores, and
that is not to patronize these concerns,
and also forbid any one of their house<
holds, over which they have any finan-
cial control, from doing so. The sav-
ing in price taken adl round py b\}ymg
at these places is purely an imaginary
one, as the largest reductions are ma.de
on-the least expensive goods, with which
most customers are familiar, but an
extra large profit is invariably charged
on goods with which the average buy-
er is less acquainted. Then, again, there
ie no bond of sympathy existing be-
tween buyer and seller, or between em-
ployer and employe in these large con-
cerns. The attention received by the
customer from the average clerk is not
to be compared with the an}nety to
please displayed by employes in small-
er establishments, where the owner comes
in contact with his clerks and custom-
ers daily; besides, once these concerns
get your money there is no redress for
any defective or imperfect goods you
may have unwittingly purchased. The
clerks are, as a rule, much underpaid,
and as they have nothing to look for-
ward to in the shape of promotion or
attaining a position of employers they
are’ like so many automatons. and i

not give customers that assistance 1n

gelecting_so often required by many
buyers. i
Buil ! bricklayers, carpenters paint-

ers an® other artisans are also affected
injuriously by the system, as it dis-
courages owuers from building when
so many vacant stores exist, and the so-
called cheapness of these conferns is no
benefit to them if they cause stagnation
in the building trade and cut off their
source of income. Invariably the heads
of these large stores spend a large por-
tion of their incomes junketing round
the Continent, whereas the occupier of
smaller premises spends his income
amongst those he receives his busi-
pess from. Then, again, a large pro-
portion of the clerks are discharged when
a dull time comes along, or have to
submit to & cut in their already small
enough wages, 8O that omne or other gi
the partners may be enabled to contri-
bute his funds to church and !cllxja_ntuble
urposes, all with a view ol being a
galmle’ advertising medium for the
husiness at the expense of the employes.
Young men, also, have good reason for
the wiping out of the large store sys-
tem, as what chance is there for the
many to become employers for themselves
when this system practically makes
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ninety-nine out of every hundred hewers
of wood and drawers of water for the
other one, which is certainly a decided
check upon the ambitious aspirations of
the average young man ?

either directly or indiréctly is to leave
these places alone by not patronizing
them, and if all were to stick to this
rule the evil would remedy itself in
time. I know of two widows here mak-
ing a living in two kinds of business,
and yet, when they want an article at
an imaginary saving, they will patron-
ize an establiShment which is keeping
and selling the exact lines they are try-
ing hard to make a, living out of. This
is an illustration showing how short-
sighted most people are.
HAMILTON MERCHANT.
Fair Prices and No Humbug.
Editior World: X. Y. Z. in your col-
umns claims to represent the “better
class” in Toronto, who, he says, will
have fair plices and no humbug at the
departmental stores. Now, I should like
to,ask X. Y. Z. if there is ‘‘no humbug’”
in advertising articles at 121-2 cents,
when there is no coin im use to repre-
sent that sum? To get the article at
121-2 cents you must buy two for 25
centss Now, supposing the purchaser
does not want two, he must either pay
13 cents for ome, or buy more than he
wants. Is there no humbug in that?
{'hen if the advertised 12 1-2 cents arti-
:le is marked 25 cents on the label and
the manufacturer’s price to the dealer
is 121-2 cents in fiBe gross lotsyis it
not evident that the trader who re-
tails, at the price he pays wholesale,
must make it up some other way; and
is there no huinbug in that? Does any
sane person suppose  that these large
stores, whose expenses are enormous,
notwithstanding that t¢hey cut them
down' to’ the lowest point, can afford to
sell at ‘cost, any more than the small
storea? If then they do’ sell staple
articles at the price they buy
them for, it must be eclear to
any, thinkicg person that they have some
method, which they do not publish, ‘ of
making it answer their purpose? And
ig/ there no humbug in that? Yet the
men who engineer these methods are
called progressive men. But where are
they progressing ? 1f they make money
and donute one hundredth part of it
in charity during their lives, or at death,
they are cononized among the philan-
thropists of the world. On earth they
sit’ in: cushioned pews; but when they get
to the gates, they may not be as for-
tunate as King George-the Third. St.
Peter may question them about their
méthods and despatch them to * board
with Dives. W. H.

Reply to ‘‘Scottie.”

Editor World: “Scottie” says, “If the
large stores can supply all the wants
then it is a great waste of energy hav-
ing people working who eouid be enguged
in more profitable employment.” Would
“Scottie” jname the 1ore profitable em-
ployments. Would not the occupations
become naturally - wore liwiited- and a
great many now employed in retail
stores wow,d be deprived of work. This
is the case at Lhe present time,and is
rapidly increasing. Such a state of
things is most assuredly militatiog
against our best interests as citizens.

Is it not muca better for cach trades-
man to deal in oune liue, each making
hlq own average profils, striving to
build np the locaiity where he is located,
thus giving 4h iwpetus to trade, and
thus causing the circulation of money
to become general iu its character, in-
stead of placing it in the hands of a
few ? EQUAL RIGHTS. i

Jobbers and Retailers Sheuld Confeor.

Editor World: Your article on de-
partmental stores is timely, and I would
suggest that a central commities or vre

in, each ward be formed, composed of job-
bers and retail dealers in all branches
of trade for the purpose of devising ways
and means to counteract the evil caused
by the large departmental stores. I as-
sert without fear of contradition that
the value of business properties from one
end of the city to the other has been
considerably depreciated by the
inroduction of such stores. The value of
a business stand depends upon the amount
of rent said property will bring, and the
rent depends upon the amount of business
that can' be donc. To illustrate, llknow
of a corner store on the west side of
Yonge-street, between Queen and College-
streets, that the owner aus been obliged
to; reduce. the rent $600 per year, as the
tenant informed me, on accouat of the
loss of trade taused by the large de-
partmental stores. When people trade
at) the mammoth stores they. are obhggd
to pay cash, but those same persons will
go to the small stores in their locality
and ask for credit, which the shop-keep-
er too often gives. Let the
ers do away with the credr!‘. system,re-
duce the price of goods and in that way
come nearer competing with their strong-
er competitors. The tendency of the
times dppears to be thata small number
are getting richer and the 'remamder
poorer. 1 hope the matter will not be

My advice, therefore, to all interested.

small deal-;
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FAIR PLAY.

A Plea for the Large Stores.

Editor World: It may passibly have
occurred to the citizens of Toronto that
we live in British terrritory, and are
subject’ to' British laws as defined by the
B.N.A. Act. Such being the case we need
not chase all round the earth to find
out what to do about the departmental
stores in our city. We must jallow com-
mercial freedom, excepting intoxicating
liguors and poisonous drugs.| The way
some of your correspondents quote Eng-
land, and Eunglish commercial institutions
one, would; think they had just awakened
from a Rip Van Winklo sleep and had
no knowledge of the departmental stores
in England whatever. England has the
most numerous and most extensive de-
partmental storee in the worid and will
have more. The iatest additjons to de-
partmental stores in Eogland are the
co-operative store,which are continually
increasing. It would be & blessing to
our city and to our country| if we had
some of these latter within our borders.
The, truth, is our smail stors dealers and
antiquated property owners' are just
commencing to wake up,and seeing them-
selves dropping owt oi the race they
want all progress stopped until after
their time anyhow. To stop the wheels
of progress for some of these people
would) piace us on & par with Corea or
gome other back number. As¢ for the
small retail dealers thie same course 18
open’ to them as/the large departmental
stores. When they can no longer levy
heavy. tribute upon the retail purchasiqg
public to the extent they bhave done in
the past they Lowl for protegtion. They
can if they wish form joint stock com-
panies among themselves and stand on
their merits as buginess men/in the de-
partmental store busiuess or any other
business. As for the landlords and va-
cant lot holders, well, they must keep
up with the times and provide accom-
modation for modern business methods
or drop behind in the race. Some of the
people think that when they hold the
title deeds of a lot in Yonge, King
or Queen-streets, with an 1860 store on
the lot, that the rent wiil saupport them
and their offspring for ail tilne tgcome.
We have enough class legislation now
in this fair Canada ol ours, so pleasedo
not aggravate tie evil. '

There is & noticeable donfusion of
“departmental stores” and the “‘concen-
tration of trade.” These are really two
separate questions. The c}uncentratxon
of trade existed before the uepar_tmental
stores and is applicuble to certain loca-
lities in/ our eity. [This is purely a mat-
ter of publiic convenience. It is by, pur-
suing an up-to-date munxglpal policy
that we will make our rity and our
country attractive to people to ‘lxva in
and not by resorting 1o | antiquated
methods. YOUNG CANADIAN.

; Too Many Stores,

Editor World: Among the data to be

considered is the question, bave weeven

- of store-frontage

in "ordinary circumstances, too many
stores ? Iverily believe that we for a
long time have had) and still have, far
too many. Iam credibly informed that
the store fromtage of Toronto isabout
80 miles, and that it equals- the store
frontage of the cities of Buffalo, Roches-
ter and Pittsburg combined, which to-
gether have a total population of 600,000.
Now, the people of those cities are by
no means deficient in business wisdom;
nor are they, with their push and drive
and money-spending tendencies, at all
likely on the one hand to have for them-

selves too few stores; or on the other hand {

to be or become parsimonious purc:hasgrs
—rather the reverse. If their proportion
of stores to population is the correct one,
then Torouto, with its population of
200,000, has three times too much store
frontage, and ought to get along very
well with 10 miles, that is, approximate-
ly, about one-tnird its present number of
stores.

Undoubtedly the existence of the de-
partméntal store must to some extent
affect the trade of other stores, but in
my humble judgment their lessened trade
is due very largely, partly to the long-
continued general depression, and partly
to the prolonged local dulness comse-
quent on the collapse of real.estate
from over-building, over-speculation and
abnormal inflation of land values. This
Janus-faced depression, by diminishing
the number and purchasing-power of the
customers of the ordinary storekeeper,
gives him leisure and opportunity to
observe. The tendency of this observa-
tion is naturally towards the direction
where good business is apparently being
done, i.e.,

must feel the teeth of ‘our duplex saw
of depression.)
his ill-luck ell to their existence. But
ifall the additional trade done by the
departmental stores, in consequence of
their character as such, could ba taken
from thew and divided up over all our
30 miles of store frontage, surely how
very insignificant; a gain would thus ac-
crue to each store! But if our store-
frontage were cut down to 10 miles, each
store then §in operation would do on an
average three times the trade it does at
present, and would earn a fair living for
its tenant, and the departmental store
would lose its present apparent, but only
apparent, menacing mien.

The truth. is, wg have far too many
stores, and far too many houses for our
population; or, if one chooses to look at
at the converse, we have far too small
a population for what needs occupancy.
Our population, at an average net in-
crease of 10,000 per annum, would afford
scope for the operation of one-hal mile
over and above
miles. So that before. our surplus 20
miles could be profitably occupied, 40
years must yet elapse. A net average
increase of 10,000 per annum for that
period is really a sanguine estimate; for
one would not regard a population of
600,000 490 years hence in Toronto as:a
poor Tecord, but as a grand result.

There are good times ahead for Toron-

/ :

e

to, but my grandechildren only_will sea
their full fruition. I would advise two-
thirds of my competitors in Toronto to
do as Iintend doing, take up one of the
deserted farms in our fair province and

ise pork, beef, hay and oats.
ol STOREKEEPER.

A DOMESTIC S_EBLIANT’S UNION.

Departmental Stores and Uniom Wages—
Municipal Lighting Endorsed By the
Trades and Labor Couneil.

Vice-President James Coulter, in the un-
avoidable absence of Pgesident Tweed,
was in the chair at last night’s meeting
of the Trades and Labor Council.

Delegate D. J. O’Donoghue read a very
long report of the Legislative Commit-
tee. This body once again objected to
the Rosedale~drive, which it considered
to be for the benefit of the land-owners
rather thap in the interest of the pub-

lic.

General Booth’s colonization scheme
was strongly condemned. The bhonest
poor of Canada rather than the vicious,
reformed or otherwise, of ~any other
country should get the benefit of any
colonization scheme, but not under the
management or control of General Booth
or his organization.

The committee recommended that they
be instructed to memoralize the Do-
minion and Provincial Governments
against granting any of the public do-
main or financial or special assistance
whatever to General Booth and the
Salvation Army.

to the departmental stores.

ently, for ‘surely they, too,!
facf g 4 . : ' postponement of the

And then he attributes |

10}

The claim of the Technical School for
representation on the  Industrial Ex-
hibition board was endorsed, and the
consideration of
this request condemned. It was suggest-
ed that the Trades and Labor Council be
also represented.

After discussion the report was adopt-
ed. ‘
Educational Report.

Delegate Hazell read the report of the
Educaticual Committee. The need of ad-
ditional accommodation in the public
schools was endorsed. The old Upper
Canada College building was . recom-
mended as a suitable place for the
Technical School Board. This would be
far preferable to fitting up St. Law-
rence Hall, as had been suggested at the

City Hall. i

It was suggested that the council in-
terview the Minister of Education in
reference to-the payment of union rate
of wages in connection with school book
contracts. ¥

The report was adopted.

Civie Control of Lighting Approved.

The Municipal Committee favored a
city charter. -The attitude of Ald.
Crane and Bates to the 15 cents an hour
bylaw was strongly condemned.

The committee favored the municipal
control of the city lighting and heartily
endorsed the article in The World on
this subject.

Delegate R. V. Todd thought the Muni-
cipal Committee should deal with the

“outrage” of over-crawded street cars
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and the lack of proper accommodatien
a‘lt the hours required by “working peo-
ple.

The report was adopted, and the com«
mitt_ee will give attention to the sug«
gestion of Delegate Todd.

Legislation as to Labels.

The Label Committee recommended that
the Legislative Committee be authorized
to have introduced in the Dominion
House of Commons a bill for the protec«
tion of union labels.

The rcommittee bespoke the aid of all
unions for such legisiation.

Delegate O’Donoghue thought  there
were t00 many Jabor laws. During the
past 20 years nearly 50 acts had been
put on the)statute book, mainly through
the.action of the Trades and Labor Couts
t_:xl. It was all very well to talk union<
iem, but how many are troubled about
the toba.cco label ? The same with print«-
ing. Umpns would go to a non-union
cot_:k—yobm shop to savo a few eents in
printing. “Cheap Johus, every one of
you! And you want a law to protect
yol;xrl unitoné Rot [”

elegate Guropky concurred. He said

that if working-men were to aek in the

large departmental stores for the union

label on the ciothes or other articles they,

bought, they would know lhow these

large stores stood in rogard to wmnion
labor. i
Te Orgamize Bomestic Servants.

Delegt_xto Carey, on behalf of the Ore.
ganization Committee, reported that he
had attended a meeting of the Garment
Workers’ Association, and had instituted
a new bx:anch of organized labor, that
of the cetters. It would be under the
same regulation as the garment work-
ers. /A number handed in their names,
A charter will be applied for and repre-
sentation sought at the Trades and
Labor Council,

Delegate ‘Todd thought that an ef-
fort should be made to organize domestic
servants. A recent case in regard to
pon-payment of wages, showed that a
union would aid the cause of justice.

 Delegate Carey thought that per-
baps domestic servants might form &
branch of the Woman's Protective As-
sociation. Attention would be .given to
the suggestion. :

A discussion took place on the need
‘of organizing drygoods clerks. This will
not be lost sight of by this new com-
mittee of the council. ~

Ald. Hellam sent an invitation for
ten of the members of the Trades and
Labor Council to attend the opening of
the new palm| house in the Horticultural
Gardens on the 26th inst.

The invitation was accepted provided
it be found; that the aunion rate of wages
has been paid in the erection of the
palm house.

Prospect Park Rink

BAND TO-NIGHT.

GRAND SKATING




