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San Francisco’s
Sensation

Mrs. and Mrs.a.J.—iR. Rathom,
Late of Victoria%fpri?fclpals |
in a Mystery.

A Sequel to the Botkin Case
That Presents Many Unique
Complicetions.

San Francisco has a brand new sen-

sation. That in itself would perhaps be

tention were it mnot for the fact that
two former Victorians are playing lead-
ing roles in the mysterious drama now
upon the boards. They are Mr. and
Mrs. John R. Rathom, the former an
ex-member of the Colonist staff, and his
wife a daughter of Mrs. J. A. DeVeulle,
of Yates street, who went down to San
Francisco by the Walla Walla last
Saturday evening.

Briefly the plot of the sensation is
this: Rathom and his wife had. lived
happily together until the appearance on
the scene of one Florence Campbell, a
young lady of somewhat attractive per-
sonaity who posed pathetically as
“alone in the cruel world,” and to
whom Rathom proceeded to pay marked
attention,

I'or a time she and Mrs. Rathom were
close friends, the comradeship between
the two women continuing-until the wife
had ample reason to believe that her
husband had transterred his affections
to the younger woman. Then there was
a period of indecision, and subsequently
Rathom deserted his wife and made
Miss Campbell his constant companion.

Affairs were in this position on the
30th ultimo, when Miss Campbell re
ceived through the mail a little package
of candied cuerries, which after express-
ing some curiosity as to the identity of
the sender, she proceeded to sample—her
friend, Miss Elsie Scheid, being also
invited to partake. Iortunately neither
ate many, for sickness ensued, and a
chemical analysis of the candies showed
that the little basket, in the words of
the chemist, * contained enough arsenic
to kill a herd of cows.”

The address was indisputably in the
bandwriting of Mrs.. Rathom, and the
inference would be that she adopted tae
course pursued by Mrs. Botkin, in the
hope of causing the death of the woman
whom she might well blame for the
wreck of her domestic life.

This is not the view of the matter
taken by the police, however, and the
presentation of the case by the Exam-
iner would lead to the half conclusion
that the favored theory is that Rathom
himself secured possession of an en-
velope addressed by Mrs. Rathom to
Miss Campbell previous to the cbnclusion
of their friendly relations, and sent the
poisoned .candies himself—with no inten-
tion of their being eaten, but to secure a
weapon wherewith to frighten hiws wife
into either consenting to a divurce, or
leaving the state.

Up to the 7th instant (last Friday)
there had been no arrest, but -he case,
its similarity in some respects to the
famous Botkin matter, and the various
solutions of the mystery that have been
put forward, was then the chicf topic of
conversation for San Frahciscans.

Chief of Police Lees appears to have
found . a solution satisfactory to himself
at least, for after a long interview with
Rathom he is reported to have said:

*“The candy was never intended to
kill any one, and was not sent by Mrs.
Rathom.”

Mrs. Rithom, it appears, had made
1eany complaints to her friends of her
husband’s attention to Miss Campbell
several -months ago, but at that time
husband and wife were still living to-
gether. Later he left her, and, accord-
ing to the statements- of all parties con-
cerned, he has since been-giving most of
his attentions to ‘Miss Campbell.

Strange as it may seem, the women
did not become enemies. Until a very
short timé ago they were good friends
and wrote letters to each other. It is
from one of these letters that the ad-
dress on the basket of candy appears to
have been ‘cut, and for which act the
police are now trying to -discover who
is responsible. They are also trying to
discover somewhere a motive which any
one other than Mrs. Rathom could have
for sending such a package, the police
having abandoned all idea that Mrs.
Rathom is responsible, or that any one
intended to take life.

*“Thé only scheme seems to have been
to do something which might reflect
back and do damage to some one,” said
Chief Lees, in response to an inquiry.

The inference was that the damage
intended was for Mrs. Rathom. - He
would not say it in so many words;
neither would he deny it.

Miss Campbell in a published inter-
view details minutely the circumstances
tonnected with the receipt of the candy,
the illness of herself and Mrs. Scheib
subscquently to eating of it, and the
steps that she took (through Rathom) to
secure an analysis of the candies. In

wing her statement she says:

"1 don’t accuse anyone of this crime.
Mr. Rathom and I have been friends for
@ long time, and until recently his wife

U more than kindly toward me. Sud-
denly, a few months ago, for some rea-
Son unknown to me, Mrs. Rathom's
fricndship changed and she became very
bitter toward me, and from that “time
until now she has acted unkindly
toward me. OQOur frequent letters were
friendly in tone, and she mever wrote
anything in the nature of a threat
against me.”

Rathom in his story acknowledges that
Miss Campbell was the direct cause. of
tl}o estrangement between himself and
his wife, and further, that the address
on the package of poisoned candy is in
his wife’s handwriting. She acknow-
ledges the writing, but denies sending
the package. Rathom also stoutly as-
Scrts her innocence and that of Miss
Campbell, but. he declines to admit or
deny whether or not he sent the package
himself. "His wife had written several
letters to' Miss Campbell. Thesaddress
on the box was part of one of the en-
velopes mailed by Rathom’s wife to his
Sweetheart. That envelope was avail-
able to Rathom, Miss Campbell and
bossibly some of the Scheib household.
The person who pasted on the candy box
the address written by Mrs. Rathom
In one of her letters to Miss Campbell,
sent the poisuned package.

Rathoin distinctly and emphatically
affirms his convietion that neither his
wife nor yet Miss Campbell knew any-
thing of the sending of the poisoned
‘f-and_'v. He also denies -that there
nas . heen ‘an onen runture between
himself and his wife, or that
he desired a divorce or separa-

~
i

B _jAvere necessary.
quite sufficient to command special at<f

‘could command g favored
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tion. In concluding his statement
‘to the' press, Rathom says: '

“Old Schreib saw me yesterday (July
6), and told me this whole thing could be
hushed up on these conditions: First,
that my wife should sign a statement
saying she had deserted me. That would
enable me to secure a divorce on that
ground, said Schreib; second, that she—
my wife—was to pay $50 for Mrs.
Schreib’s sickness, then that my wife
should leave the sfate at once. Schreib
said he had intehded to go to her—my
wife—yesierday afternoon, and tell her
that he knew where she had bought the
arsenic; that he knew where she had
bought the basket, and the cherries, and
that everything looked very black against
her; that it was her handwriting on the
package, and the best thing she could
dot was to sign a statement and get
out. '

“When Schreib told me these things I
decided some very vigorous measures
I went the second time
to the chief of police, for I thought the
time had come for an investigation. I
made an appointment to see Lees
to-day. I don’t see . what mo-
tive Schreib had in getting my
wife out of the way. Miss
Campbell and Mrs. Schreib are not close
friends. Mrs. Schreib has never given
her a 5-cent piece. I understand, she did
tell Miss Campbell that after this di-
vorce had been obtained, she could live
with the Schreibs until she was ready to
go BEast. Schreib’s motive in getting my
wife out of the Wway was not to give Miss
Campbell a clear field with me. I don’t
know what his motive was. I never in-
tended to get a divorce. All my desires
have been the other way.

“Then it may have been a job to.scare
your wife out of the state,” was sug-
gested.

“Exactly. Schreib’s propisition was
made to me in his house about 2:30 p. m.
yesterday. He telephoned me several
times, and said I must come up to see
him. He added that the thing must be
brought to a head. When I saw him he
made the proposition about going-to my
wife, as I have already told you. I
was stunned when he made the state-
ment. I asked him what business it was
of his. Then I left him. I have told
Chief Lees everything I know about
the case.”

Louis Schreib, when told of Rathom’s
version of the interview between them,
denounced the statement as ‘absolutely
untruthful.

“That is false,” said Schreib; “I never
told Rathom that I intended going to his
wife and accusing her of sending the
candy; nor did I say I would demand
from her $50 and a written statement
that she would grant Rathom a divorce.
I did not see Rathom yesterday. I saw
him last Monday or Tuesday. He then
admitted to me that the address on the
package was in the handwriting of his
wife. He said to me: ‘Say nothing
%bm}t this. I do not want to prosecute
er.

“I said: ‘That don’t go. T am under
$§O expenses arising from' my wife’s
sickness, and all on your account. I
must have satisfaction. I think some-
thing should be done in this matter.
Your wife sent that box to my house.’

“He said the whole thing was his
fault, and admitted I should get some
satisfaction, but he said he had no mon-
ey, nor had his wife. He said: ‘How
are you going to get satisfaction?

“After a long talk & said to him: ‘If
you don’t want to prosecute your wife,
why not get her to sign a statement
saying that she has no eclaim on you,
and is willing to give you a divorce?
Thus you. can get rid of the whole
business.’

“He said he would think about it. I
have not seen him since.

“Rathom’s statement that I would al-
low Miss Campbell to remain in my
house until he got a divorce is not true.
I would not have that woman in my
house if she paid me $50 a week. When I
came_here on November 2 last Rathom
and Miss - Campbell were living here
as man and wife, He introduced -her
as his wife, and letters came to her ad-
dressed ‘Mrs= Rathom.” Of course we
thought ‘they were married. We knew
nothing to the contrary until Miss Camp-
bell told my wife that they were not mar-
ried. Early in March they left here.
Since then Miss Campbell’s mail has
come here. She asked me to say noth-
ing about her affair with Rathom, be-
cause she did not want her people in the
East to learn of it.”

Mrs. Rathom has not yet made a de-
tailed statement of her connection with
the case, having been in a highly ner-
vous ‘conditign since the ougset of the
sensational developments a ve chroni-
cled. It is understood to be part of
her mother’s mission to San Francisco
to bring her unhappy daughter back to
Victoria,

Of Rathom himself, little need be said
to recall his personality to Victorians.
He came here from Australia some ten
or twelve: years ago, and soon proved
himself a man of strange contradictions.
He had many failings that made him en-
emies, but at the same time none could
escape admission of his brilliancy and
talent in his chosen profession. On re-

| moving to the wider sphere of San Fran-

cisco, hé soon demonstrated that he

0 : place there,
his work in connection with the Butler
murder case, the Corbitt-Fitzsimmons
fight (the result of which he predicted to
the exact round of its conclusion), and
sqbsequently the Cuban campaign, made
him a person of no little celebrity. On
returning from the Island he spent some
monthe~in Victoria recuperating, his do-
meStic relations at that time being ap-
pareatly unclouded. His conversation
was, however, at times, strange and dis-
torted, leading almest to the conclusion
that the fever from which he had just
recovered had in some degree'- impaired
hlS. mind. Leaving here on that oc-
casion, he returned to his position on the
which paper claimed him as
one of the most capable members of its
staff.
el e
The other day, between half-past eight
and nine o’clock, whilst a number of men
were bathing at a spot on Dollymount
Bull, Dublin, known as “Curley’s Hole,”
a most dangerous spot on the shifting
sands, but easy of approach and afford.
ing deep water at all times, a man (a
constable of C Division), who was bath-
ing with several comrades, got beyond
his depth, and was being carried off by
the current, which is at this point ex-
tremely strong. He had gone beneath
the water a couple of times, and his com-
rades were unable to render him any as-
sistance, they also being unable to swim.
[Fortunately for him, Mr. William Her-
bert, of 15 Summerhill parade, happen-
ing to be swimming in the same locality,
and he, with the assistance of Mr. Thom-
as Gilroy, ultimately succeeded in bring-
ing the drowning man ashore; but not
until Mr. Herbert had been seriously
bruised by the other’s grasps. Mr. Her-
bert is already in possession of no less
than three certificates for saving life
from drowning from the Royal Humane
Society, and it is to be hoped that on this
oceasion a more substantial record of his
conduct may be awarded him.
e AT —.
The Minneapolis mills make 14,000,000
barrels of flour a year, and consume 60,

000,000 bushels of wheat.

For Higher -
Education.

Baptists of B. C. Decide Upon
Establishment of Paci-
fic College.

Offer of Suitable Site on Saan-
ich Arm— Mr. Pineo
President.

.

The Baptists of this province are
about to make their contribution
towards the promotion of higher educa-
tion. Representatives of the denomina-
tion from all parts of the province have
met at Vancouver in convention, and
among other projects of interest have
decided to organize a college where not
cnly Baptist boys and girls, but those
connected with other-denominations will
be ‘able to enjoy something of the ad-
vantages of higher education.

The project has been under considera-
tion for several years, but until now the
conditions have not seemed ripe for any
more decided step:

Now, however, ‘a number of circum-
stances seem to indicate that the time
has about come for action. There is a
widespread conviction among the Bap-
tists throughout the province that an
educational institution that will give the
beginnings of university training to
British Columbia youth is a present ne-
cessity..

The first contribution towards the
endowment of ‘such an institution was
made by Mr. John Sluggett, who, while
at t);}e Vancouver convention, stated his
readiness to convey to the education
board twenty acres of his choicest land,
bordering on the beautiful Saanich Arm,
to be used for the purpose of founding
a college. ‘The present value of this
gift is about $2,500.

Other large contributions are promised
from members of the denomination,- as
well as from others not identified with
the: Baptists, so that it is confidently
expected that it will not be long before
a college will be built and resident teach-
ing undertaken. p

Where the location of the college will
be has not yet been determined, as Mr.
Sluggett’s gift does not carry with it the
condition that it must be located on the
section of land which he has given.

It would be difficult, however, to find
a more lovely and picturesque site than
this beautiful spot beside the Saanich
Arm.

But the Baptists do not intend waiting
until their building is erected before be-
ginning work. They have already out-
lined their institution, which they have
named Pacific College, and have elected
A. J. Pineo, M. A., of the Victoria High
school, president. The course of study
is being outlined as far as the end of
the second university year. A faculty
of instructors will be appointed, who
will, for the present and until college
work is undertaken, assist the students
by correspondence and occasional lec-
tures at central points. ;

Afiiliation will be sought with McMas-
ter Unjversity, of Toronto, whose exam-
ination standards will be adopted. .Itis
therefore expected that students who
complete satisfactorily the two years’
course of Pacific College will be per-
mitted to ented the third university year
of McMaster or Acadia or any other
Canadian university.

In addition to the college course there
will be outlined as preparatory to it a
matriculation course. The examinations
in connection with this preparatory
course will be conducted by the college
instructors, and matriculation certifi-
cates will be granted to successful candi-
dates.

It is of course expected that at no very
distant date Pacific College will devolo.pe
into a well-equipped university, with its
four-year courses in arts and practical
science. i

History is being made in this Pa(-.xﬁc
province of Canada with astonishing
rapidity; and with our present rate of
influx of population and our absence of
higher educational advantages, the de-
velopment of this institution and of
others of a similar character upon a sub-
stantial basis cannot be too rapid.
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DEADMAN'S ISLAND SCANDAL.

Three Majors-General Had Advised
Against Lease Dr. Borden So
Hurriedly Granted.

From the Montreal Gazette.

The Deadman’s Island controversy at-Van-
ccuver has got into the law courts, and
may ‘safely be left there, so far as the
merits of the dispute are concerned; but the
publication of the correspondence does_not
reveal the minister of militia in the light
of perfect innoence in which he has hither-
to appeared. It has been usual to regard
him as the unwritten victim of an enter
prising American, who has the help of an
influential and determined lawyer, Mr.
Joseph Martin, and a not too scrupulous
member of parliament. But official record
makes it clear that'the minister of militia
cannot be absolved on the ground of l_gnor-
ance. Dr. Borden had on file in his de-
partment the opinions of three successive
general officers commanding thé Canadian
militia that the island was of value for
defensive purposes. - Mr. Ludgate was by
no means the first capitalist who considered
the site a desirable one. An application
was made so long ago as 1888, and was
rejected because General Middleton re-
ported that the island ‘‘might prove to be
of immense value when the general scheme
of defence came to be considered.”

There was a second application in 1896,
which was also rejected; General Gascoigne
was unable to recommend its acceptance,
for reasons which he thus set forth:

From the enclosed correspondence, and
after examination of the plans of the prop-
erty referred to, I would strongly endorse
the conclusion arrived at by Major-General
Middleton in his minute of 23rd April, 1888,
as to the value of this island in connection
with the defence of Vancouver, and am
therefore of opinion that no ocecupation by
private parties or business corporations
should be permitted.

When Mr. Ludgate made his application
a few months ago, the present commanding
officer, Major-General Hutton, was appealed
to, and wrote as follows, after quoting the
opinion of General Middleton, already men-
tioned:

In face of the opinion of this dist!ngushed
officer I cannot recommend, without a
personal inspection, the sm1 ender of Dead-
man's Island for the purposes required.
It is impossible for me with the materials
at my disposal, and with no maps of re-
ference of an adequate kind, to give any
military opinion upon this question which
would be of value.

Having in view the Increasing importance

of Vancouver in the future, and the neces-

b :

sity for its adequate defence, I consider
that it would be highly inadvisable to close
any lease of the nature indicated until it
was made quite clear that the island in
question would net be required for some
portion of the defence. ¥

It is my intention, with the concurrence
of the minister, to visit Vancouver for the
purpose of military inspection in April next.
I could then, after a personal investigation
on the ground, record my views of the
present situation of the defence, which,
having in view modern changes, might be
modified from that recorded by Sir Fred-
erick Middleton in 1888,

The minister of militla decided that he
could not wait for General Hutton to make
an inspection, and obtained from Admiral
Palliser, by ‘slegram, a declaration of opin-
ion that ne could not see that the island
would ever be required for purposes of
defence. As the island is only separated
by a few feet of water from the Mainland,
it appears to be conceivable that it might
be useful for purposes of land defence, of
which the admiral might be ignorant. There

 certainly seems to be no good reason for

allowing an off-hand opinion in a telegram
to overweigh the deliberate judgment of
Generals Middleton and Gascoigne. But
the telegram proved good enough for the
minister of militia, and by consequence
for Major-General Hutton, who, after an
interview with the minister, withdrew his
objection to the lease, which only two days
before he had said he could not recommend
without a personal inspection of the site.
It would hardly be fair to condemn the
commanding officer for giving way; it is
evident he was forced to bow, against his
own better judgment, to the wishes of his
minister. But, except for the sake of
pleasing an important member of parlia-
ment, it is hard to see why Dr. Borden
should have been in such a terrible hurry.
The department had not a great deal to
gain, for the rent payable under the leage
is only $500 a year, and the property is one
of seven and a half acres, worth, at a mod-
erate estimate, according to the mayor of
Vancouver, from $75,000 to $100,000. The
citizens of Vancouver objected to the lease
because it took from them part of their
pPleasure grounds and planted a sawmill
in the midst of a beautiful park. The pro-
vincial government claimed that they were
the rightful owners of the property and
that the Dominion authorities had no right
to deal with it. There was every reason
for delay, and before the business is through
Dr. Borden will probably wish that he had
been less eager to oblige a supporter of the
government, and more anxious about the
public interests involved.

HUDSON’S BAY CO.

Annual Report of the Governor
Committee For the Year
Ending May 31.

and

The following is the annual report of
the governor and committee of the
Hudson’s Bay Company for the year
ending May 31:

“The governor and committee beg to
submit to the proprietors the annual
accounts, which show a profit of £125,-
595 9s. 11d., as compared with £69,373
Ts. 9d. last year. This result has been
arrived at from a combination of ex-
ceptionally  favorable circumstances,
namely: 1. A considerable rise in the
rrices of nearly all descriptions of furs.
2. Increased profits on the general busi-
ness of the company, arising partly
from the recent gold discoveries, and
partly from the improved conditions of
trade throughout the whole of Canada.
3. Larger receipts from the sales of land
due to the increased prosperity of the
farming industry of Manitoba and the
Northwest Territoriey.

“To the profit of £125,595 9s. 11d.
has to be added the sum of £26,372 19s.
10d., brought forward from last year,
making a total of £151,968 9s. 9d. %

“Out of this sum the committee recom-
mend the payment of a dividend of 13s.
per share and a bonus of 7s. per share,
free of income tax, making £1 per share
and absorbing £100,000.

“The committee further recommend
that a sum of £10,000 be set aside from
the profits of the year towards the for-
mation of a provident fund for the em-
ployees of the company.

“ After disposing of the above sums
there will remain a balance of £41,968
9s. 9d., to be carried forward.

“ The quantity of furs sold in January
and March last was considerably
smaller than in 1898, but as already ob-
served, the prices realized were gener-
ally higher than those of last year.

“The land account shows receipts
from instalments, interest, rents, ete.,
amounting to £37,266 3s. 3d., as com-
pared with £25,933 17s. 4d. for the pre
vious year, while the expenditure shows
and increase of £522 6s. 4d.

“The farm land sales for the year
were 61,546 acres for $300,555, averag-
ing $4.88 per acre, as compared with
37,923 acres for $183,890, averaging
$4.85 per acre, in 1897-98; and town
lots were sold for $26,330, as against
$9,174.

“ Present advices in regard to the land
department and to the gemeral trade of
the company are favorable.

“STRATHCONA.”

The general meeting of the company”
called ““The Court of the Governer and
Company of Adventurers of En.gland
Trading Into Hudson’s Bay” will be
held on Tuesday, July 4, when the divi-
dend and bonus will be declared.

—————
BATTALION ORDER.
Captain Williams Granted Leave of Ab-
sence — Letter From Mayor
Garden.

Lieut.-Col. Gregory, commanding the
First Battalion, yesterday issued the fol-
lowing battalibn order:

1. Captain Williams, quartermaster,
is granted six months’ leave of absence,
from July 8, 1899. During the absence
of Capt. Williams, Lieut. Grahame will
perform the duties of quurt.erm.aster.

2. The following communication from
the Mayor of Vancouver is published for
general information:

“Vapcouver, July 8, 1899,
“Lieut.-Col. Gregory, First "Batt_alwn,
Fifth Regiment, C. A., Victoria, B
C.:

“Sir: The contents of your letter of
the 8rd inst., have been communicated
to the celebration committee, a_nd tleey
are much gratified by the .terms m_w}.uch
your appreciation of their reception of
your command are expressed.

Your presence added much to the suc-
cess and pleasure of the celebration,
while the excellent music nFEo_rded by the
First Battalion band was enjoyed by all
who heard it. 1

“Speaking unofficially of the Secopd
Battalion, they have only terms of praise
and satisfaction to use in connection with
the First Battalion’s co-operation with
them.

“Please convey the thanks of the com-
mittee and citizens - generally to ‘your
officers and non-commissioned officers and
gunners for the generous _and _hearty
manner in which they assisted in our
holidays.

“Yanrs respectfully,
“JAMES F. GARDEN,
*Mayor.

—————— ;
All 2 man wants here below Is a little

more than he's got.

A Very” Short
Session.

Mr. Croft’s -Scheme Embodied
in a By-Law-=Cheap Rides
for Workers.

The Taxation Rate for 1899-..
Yates Street Fire Hall Is
Now Ready.

The clock in the tower above them was
just striking the hour of nine last night
when the members of the aldermanic
board filed out of the council chamber—
their labors at the regular weekly session
concluded. The Mayor had taken the
chair sharp at 8:15, and in the three-|
quarters or an hour following, business
kad been disposed of with neatness and
despatch.

Airter an investigation by the finance
committee as to the powers of the coun-
cil in such matters, the opinions ex-
pressed at the time of receiving Mr.
Yendray’'s request for certain conces-
sions in connection - with the establish-
ment of his new factory were found sus-
tuined, legal experts having contirmed
the view that the mayor and aldermen
have no authority to grant exemption
from taxation for any period—nor free
use of city water. The former favor
may be secured by the passage of a by-
law by the ratepayers; even the rate-
payers are, however, denied the privilege
of remitting charges for water. Whether
or not Mr. Pendray will ask the sub-
mission of such a by-law as might be
placed before the people in his behalf
remains to be seen.

At the request of the Trades and
Labor Couneil, the finance committee
will take in hand the work of interview-
ing the management of the tramway
ccmpany and presenting to them the de
sirability of making a special reduced
rate for workmen engaged at Esquimalt
but having their homes in this city. An
enlargement of the transfer privileges
will also be sought, and such other con-
cessions—as for instance bicycle cinder
paths between the rails—as have been
made from time to time to the people of
the Mainland cities.

Toward the close of last evening’s
meeting three by-laws were given their
preliminary reading, and set for second
reading at a special meeting to-morrow
night, the four including the fire pre-
vention amendment by-law, the by-law
for the adoption of the scheme for the
reclamation of the James Bay flats, and
the by-law to fix the rate of taxation for
the year 1899.

This latter measure is quite distinct
and original in its form and wording
from all similar measures of other years,
the present being the first summer in
which the legislation in this regard
brought forward by Attorney-General
Martin applies, By this legislation it is
possible for municipal governments to
liberally increase the rate of taxation,
by making special provision for debts
and charges upon them.

An increase of one mill is noticeable
in the rate mentioned in the draft, being
19 mills instead of 18, inclusive of every-
thing. Ten mills are intended to cover
interest and sinking fund accounts; 6
(instead of 5) mills for ordinary revenue;
one mill is set apart for hospital and
board of health purposes; and two
mills cover the cost of schools.

The taxation for general revenue is of
course subject to change when the de-
tails of the by-law are given considera-
tion.

The first communication of last even-
ing was from Hon. William Mulock,
postmaster-general of Canada, in reply
t> the recent letter and resolution of the
council asking that permission be grant-
ed for the placing of a case of mineral
specimens, representative of Vancouver
Island, in the lobby of the post office.
The matter had been referred-to the resi-
dent inspector, the postmaster-general
wrote, and that official had ‘pointed out
that all space in the old post office had
been devoted to the accommodation of
tenants in retail businesses. As for
utilizing the lobby of the new post office
in any way—the inspector was opposed
to it, and the postmaster-general could
rot but coincide with his views.

The letter was received and filed, on
the motion of Ald. Stewart and Wil-
liams. The former could not refrain
from an observation of “I told you so,”
while the latter disclaimed that any-
thing whatever had been said by th
council in regard to the use of space in
the old post office building. ]

To the city engineer and sanitary offi-
cer, for report, was referred a complaint
from Major C. T. Dupont, to the effect
that a number of houses on "Cadboro
Bay road, Stadacona avenue-and Elfox_'d
sireet are draining into the private dm.m
luzid by him through his property—a nuis-
ance, being created and the land unfitted
for pasturage, to which use it had pre-
viously been devoted. ~Major Dupont
suggested that if the council would lay
a proper pipe drain, he would have no
objection to others draining through it—
and would give the necessary right of
way. ! 3

George A. Coldwell, by direction . of
the Trades and Labor Council, of which
he is secretary, asked that some steps
be taken by the council with a view to
securing a reduced fare for workingmen
engaged in their daily avocations at
Esquimalt but having their homes in
the city—the reduced rate to apply only
during such hours as would meet the
going and coming of the workers to and
from their labor.

It was at first suggested that a copy
of the comimunication be forwarded to
the tramway authorities. :

“With a request that it be given
favorable consideration,” suggested the
mayor, as an addition.

The original motion was abandoned,
however, at the suggestion of Ald. Hay-
ward, who proposed that the 'subject
be referred to the finance committee for
a report. The committee could then
interview the management of the tram-
way, do what is possible in the matter
directly referred to, and possibly ac-
complish something in the way of ob-
taining a general lowering of t1_1e fare
scale. Victoria was not so liberally
treated as Vancouver by the tramway
people — despite the fact that better pat-
ronage was shown to be obtained here
than in the Mainland cityy—he spoke
from the published statistics of the com-

any,
p'l'lyle suggestion was cordially support-
ed by Ald. Stewart, who held that Vie-
toria had a right to ask for equal favors
with Vancouver, and endorsed what had
been said as to the superior patronage
accorded the road by Victorians. In
Vancouver the eompany had been good
enough to make cinder paths between
their rails on practically, all lines save
those through paved city streets. These
paths were of a lasting character, and
very much appreciated by the cyclists—

now an important and ever-growing
body. If cinders were laid between the
rails on all the lines of track out of
Victoria, the bicyclists would rise up
and call the company blessed. -

Mayor Redfern also endorsed what
had been said by Ald. Hayward and
Stewart, and the matter went without
further debate to the finance commit-
tee, who will as speedily as possible re-
port thp result of their promised inter-
view with the company interested.

Charles Wilson acknowledged with
thanks the receipt of a pair of swans
Presented to the Harrison Lake aquar-
lum, his letter going upon file; and a sim-
ilar course was pursued with regard to
the following formal communication
from the council clerk:.

“I have the honor to inform you that since
{he last meeting of the city council the fol-
Owing communications have been received
and referred to the city engineer for report:
From Rev. W. W. Bolton and others, com-
Dlaining of the condition of the drain on
Belcher street, between Oak Bay avenue
and Cadboro Bay road; from W. O. Moore
and eight others, requesting that box drain
be lald on Milne street; and from E. Dick-
enson and W. G. Carson, directing atten-
Uon to the condition of Henry street, from
questing "that the Liidge street, aid re

e same
sidewalk laid hereon.” . s .e’d ol

City Engineer Topp submitted a com-
Prehgnswe report as to special mat-
ters in his department, the report, as ap-
pended, being considered seriatim, and
adopted without amendment:

‘‘After due consideration of the various
matters referred to my department,I have
the honor to report and recommend as fol-
lows: Re drainage on North Chatham
street, from Fernwood road, a distance of
580 feet in a westerly direction—I would
recommend the above to be constructed,
using 8-inch pipe at an average depth of
4% feet, the estimated cost being $160,
exclusive of pipe; re plank walk on Russell,
Langford and Catherine streets—I would re-
spectfully recommend a total of 948 lineal
feet to be laid, six feet wide, at an esti-
mated cost, inclusive of grading, of $210;
re petition from Messrs. Hong. Yuen & Co.,
and Wah Yuen & Co., on the north side of
Cormorant street, east of the fire hall, ask-
ing for a new sidewalk, which was referred
to me for an estimate—After making the
necessary measurements, etc., I would re-
commend a concrete walk ten feet wide,
with granite curb, at an estimated cost of
$3.10 per lineal foot, for a total frontage
of 149 feet, 8 inches—Yee Yick & Co., south
side of Cormorant street, petween Govern-
ment and Store street, estimated cost $3
per lineal foot, with granite curb, a total
frontage of 50 feet; re letter from George
Sangster, on Richmond road repairs—I have
instructed the city carpenter to make the
necessary repairs to the bridge, and would
recommend no action on the road as pres-
ent, as it is in better condition than sev-
eral of the streets in the central part of
the city; re open ditch on Oak Bay avenue,
east of Richmond road—1 would respect-
fully recommend tha't the same be dispensed
with and a-box drain constructed, thereby
rectifying the nuisance,.the estimated cost
being $55; re communication from T. Hoop-
er, on behalf of J. L. Levy, asking permis-
sion to connect with the View street sewer
—I would recommend that he be allowed to
make connection at the manhole of said
sewer, providing the work be done to my
satisfaction and at his expense, as said
connection would not form a part of the
permanent system.”” -

Building Inspector W. W. Northcott
reported that the new Yates street fire
hall is now ready for acceptance by‘the
city, so far as Contractor George.Snider
is. concerned — his' work having been
completed satisfactorily, and within the
specified period. There are, of course,
matters of sewerage, lighting, ete., to be
provided for, and it is therefore desira-
ble that the firemen take possession as
speedily as possible, while the building is
made complete for the purposes to which
it is to be devoted.

This report was adopfed. the sugges-
tions to be acted upon forthwith.

As to Mr. W. J. Pendray’s requests
for concessions, the finance committee,
to whom the subject has been referred,
reported as follows:

‘““Your finance committee having consider-
ed the undermentioned subject, beg to re-
port and recommend as follows: That the
application of Mr. W. J. Pendray for (1)
exemption from taxation for fifteen years
on both land and improvements for a pro-
posed three-story brick building in connec-
tion with his present soap works, and (2)
for free.use of city water for the same
period, is, we are advised, beyond the power
of this council to grant without reference
to a vote of the ratepayers.”

The Mayor: ‘“Of course the rate-pay-
ers could not grant free water, even in
the event of a by-law being submitted.
That is especially forbidden by the Wat-
erworks act.”

The report was ordered filed, a copy
being sent to Mr. Pendray. :

In another report the finance commit-
tee 'recommended for payment various
routine accounts totalling $776.71, which
were passed in the usual course.

On the motion of Ald. Hayward and
Stewart, the by-law to fix the rate of
taxation for the current year was In-
troduced, and received its prelur}mz\ry
reading, being set for second reading at
a special meeting on \Vednesday'. :

In passing, Ald. Hayward wished it
clearly understood that he was not in
favor of the rate set forth in the by-law,
as he found it before him. ' He had un-
derstood that the rate would be left
blank when the by-law was presented to
the council. :

In explanation, the Mayeor pointed out
that it was necessary to present to the
council a complete by-law, while it was
entirely immaterial what rate was put
in — that was something for the council
to determine while the by-law was- in
their hands. g

Ald. Stewart emphasized the necessity
for promptness in the passage of the
by-law,-and it was agreed to take it up
in its second and most important stage
to-morrow evening.

The Craigflower Road by-law was re-
considered and finally passed; and the
Fire Prevention Amendment by-law and
by-law “To Provide for the Erection of
a Steel and Stone Structure Free of
Cost to the Corporation. in Place of the
Present James Bay Bridge, and for the
Reclamation of James Bay Flats,” were
given - their introduction, and will also
be considered on second reading to-mor-
row night,

This last-referred-to by-law is prac-
tically a recapitulation of Mr. Croft’s
proposals, with the insertion of argu-
ment as to the advantage to be thereby
derived by the city.

George Hayes, of Atlin, who left the
capita of the new mining district on the
1st instant, arrived here: by the Rosalie
yvesterday morning, and is at the Dominion.
He says that progress is being made—but
slowly—with the settlement of the claims
grievances, the prospect being that Hon.
Justice Irving and his staff will be engaged
for scveral weeks to come. The news of
the recent explosions in politics were re-
ceived by the Rosalie’s passengers at Skag-
way, and should have reached-Atlin abeut
the Tth or 8th. In the event of the lieuten-
ant-governor starting home immediately he
will not arrive until towards the end ‘of
the present week.

0

AN INTERESTING CASE.

Mr. W. G. Phyall, proprietor Bodega
hotel, Wellington street east, Toronto,
says: ‘‘While living in C}llcago I was
in a terrible shape with itching and bleed-
ing piles. I tried several of the best ph:v-
sicians, and was burnt and tortured in
various ways by their treatments, but
to no avail, besides spending a mint of
money to no purpose. Since coming to
Toronto I learned of Dr. Chase’s Oint-

+ form

ment. I used but one box, and have not
~heen tronbled with piles in any shape or
“‘. _ R bid I bt .
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Sails for
The Far East

Empress of China Leaves
Heavily Freighted for
the Orient.

Damaged Cargo of Danube to
Be Sold—Xora at
Sooke.

The C. P. R. steamship Empress of
China sailed for the Orient at 9 o’'clock
last night, after berthing at the outer
wharf for Victoria mail and passengers.
She was drawing 25% feet of water aft
when she landed, which meant that her
capacious holds were filled to their full
limit. Her saloon passenger list was a
comparatively small one, however, being
made up as follows: Mr. Archdi, Jap-
an; W. H. Boyd, London, Epg.; Miss
J. and A. C. Barney, Virginia; Mr.
Bent, Yokohama; Mr, Boderig, Ant-
werp; J. K. Boswell, Quebec; H. B.
Carter, Minneapolis; W. E. Dunn, Se- -
attle; Mr. Engelbert, Shanghai; A. J.
iggeling, Edinburgh; Miss Isuda, Yo-
kohama; §. Kondo, Tokio; A. Lampard,
Colombo, Ceylon; Mr. and Mrs. Manner-
ing, New York city; Francis Morgan,
Liverpool; Miss Perrine, Dayton, 0.;
J. 8. Scott, -Yokohama; Mr. Latsumi,
Japan; Mr. Ukida, Yokahama; Mr.
Wissotsky, Moscow, Russia; and Mr.
Joseph Walton, London, Eng. On this
trip the China goes out with H. T. Rich-
ardson as chief engineer, who succeeds
Mr, Fowler in the mechanical depart-
ment of the vessel. Mr. Fowler has en-:
tered into the cannery business of Brit-
ish Columbia. He resigned his position
a few dqys ago, and was presented on
the occasion of his leaving the ship with
a handsome silver service, suitably in-
sgnbed, by his brother engineers. Mr.
Fowler says he has been going to sea
for 40 years, and he has never served
on b_et.ter ships or under more pleasant
conditions thun he did on the China.
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A VIRGIN WILDERNESS.

White Pass Railway Explorers Discover
an Unmapped Sportsmen’s
Paradise.

H. B. LeFevre, of' the engineering
department of the White Pass & Yukon
railway, has reached Skagway after a
hard trip up thle Watson river and
along the foot-hills to the Fifty-Mile,
below White Horse rapids. Most of

the country through which his party
prassed is entirely new:to map-makers,
and no signs of trails, mess debris, chop-
ping or other evidence of previous visita-
tion could be found.

As a consequenee-a number ‘of import-
ant streams, lakes and prairies were dis-
covered and named. Some of the lakes
are quite large and teeming with trout.
These were caught in numbers by
throwing in a common pickerel trolling
hook, attached to a line, and then haul-
ing it ashore. It was seldom that such
a cast failed to land a fish. ;

In' appearance these fish are very like

mountain trout, but somewhat lighter in
color. Murray H. Strong, the topo-
grapher of the party, says they are
identical with the trout of the Adifon-
dack lake region.
, The lower lands of the country ex-
plored are almost entirely devoid of rock
and show no signs of mineral. On the
Firty-Mile river declivity the country
is cut up with large pot-holts. Many of
these contain lakes of the purest water,
that gleam in .the ‘sunlight in green,
azure and dark blue, according to their
depths. A curious peculiarity lies. in
the fact that their outlets and inlets are
altogether subterrancan. They repeive
their supply from the bottoms. of lakes
above, and their overflow pereolates
through their lower banks to lakes be-
low.

The country swarms with ducks, snipe
and other waterfowl. Much fresh sign
of bear, moose, caribou and mountain
sheep was seen throughout the country,
but the noise attendant upon the work
of the party gave the big game oppor-
tunity to get away, although J. J. De-
Vault killed one giant cinnamon after 2
desperate knife battle.
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On Saturday, between seven and half-
past in the evening, a large shark was
observed off Howth. It was first notic-
ed coming round the Head from the
south-east, and then swam in near the
shore in the direction of the pier, after
which it made off towands Ireland’s Eve.
Its movements were watched by groups
of people in various directions. It h}ld
apparently followed a_ shoal of fish in-
shore, and, though very unwelcome as a
visitor, may, perhaps be hailed as an in-
dication of a good fishing season.

On Saturday afternoon Mr. J. H. Gor-
don Casserly, of the Indian Staff Corps,
who resides at 9 Upper Leeson Street,
Dublin, met with a serious aecident while
playing polo in Phoenix Park. It ap-
pears that his horse bolted, and he
either fell off, or finding that he copld not
control the animal, jumped off, with the
result that hé=Sustained a slight con-
cussion of the brain. He was taken to
Steevens’s Hospital and treated by the
house surgeon, Dr. McLaughlin.

A tramp named John Meara, who is
alleged to have used offensive language.
and to have attacked two women on the
road between Nenah and Toomevara,
lies in Ninah Workhouse Infirmary in
a badly bruised condition, as a result of
the pounding with stones to which he
was subjected by the women. A magis-
terial inquiry was held in the infirmary
the following day, when one of the wo-
men who were in custody was discharg-
ed, and the other was remanded. .

A rather serious riot amongst ‘.che
militia regiments stationed for training
at Blackrock, near Dundalk, is reported.
It appears that there was _some old
grudge between' Loutn and Down Mili-
tia Regiments, and the recruits of both
fought the matter ont. with their belts
and other handy weapons on_Sunday
night. The smal]l force of police were
powerless to cope with the disturbance.
and the rival parties held the place in-a
state of siege for a considerable time.

Sir Thomas O’Connor Moore, Bart., is
in a bad way.- The poor man is so hard
up that an ejectment order has been
made .out ‘'against him in Cork for non-
payment of 1s. a week as rent of rooms
for himself and family in a.humble part
of the city. His baronetcy is one of the
oldest in Ireland, dating from 1681.

The Labor Department of the Board
of Trade is collecting information.on the
subject of wages of domestic servants.

A mam named Robert’ Arison, about
thirty-eight years of age, was the other
day found drowned in a tun of stout, at

Carlisle Ol Rrmawery.




