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HiMPl
Mr. Higgins said the only thing be y?1!??™: «fonce in developing the busi-1 minion to join in arranging for a com-, for a railway, when they did not know 

objected to in the bill was that the houie jje or rjoast. The opening up of munication with the Yukon. Such being stood. He did not think any company
was asked to vote on it without the full °^nrfA.prn country would help the the case, and having the advantage of would accept the $4,000 per mile and
correspondence. He favored ap all-Can- - the Drovince, by giving them Hon. Mr. Sifton's presence in Victoria ; build the road; they were counting in the
adian route, but would not discuss the . - their produce. There was ; when the subject came up for consider- present case on the Dominion support,
bill itself until the amendment was dis- a f h:8 reviewing all the ar- ation, the government entered into com- an(j simply aimed to squeeze as much as
posed of. . ünmpnts in favor of the bill, for the ad- ; munication with him, pointing out the ''possible out of the province as well.

Mr Hunter regretted to hear from Mr. Eonta$res of the measure had been made importance to British Columbia of estab-, what the provincial government propos- 
Higg ns that the discussipn must be nuke evident by those who had preced- lishing communication by an all-Cana- ed was to expend over a million dollars 
“S “thin the narrow limits of the ^‘him The bill was worthy of the dian route to the lukon from a proym- fo ra railway . when they did not know
amendment. He should have thought it progressiveness of the government and - cial seaport Hon Mr Sifton fii y eon but that within a year there would be
quite competent to discuss the whole E. ^ould have his support. | curred in these views, and said that tne some other line to cut this proposed road
bill and he would therefore like Mr. Hon Mr Martin, who followed, dealt | Dominion intended to grant assistance, out of the trade entirely. It had been
Speaker’s ruling on the Subject. chiefly with the objections raised during asking at the same time what the prov- claimed by the Premier that the prov-

Mr. Speaker ruled that the amend- the previous evening by Mr. Hunter The ince proposed to do. The government ince would derive an annual revenue of 
ment afforded practically as wide a field member for Comox had remarked that answered that the province .was quite $54,000 from the road, but this would be 
of discussion as the bill itself. • he knew from his persona! experience ready to do its share The Dominion found far too great an estimate.

about the Stikine river, and the number government informed the province that Mr. Adams came, he said, from a dis- 
of months during which that waterway they were in negotiation with Macken- trict that would perhaps be as little bene- 
was navigable in each year. But there j z;e & Mann, and it was felt by the pro- fited by the proposed road as any section 
were others who knew about the Stikine yinciai government that as they were to of the province. He was nevertheless 
also and a gentleman who was in a posi- act in concert with the Dominion, the ] quite prepared to support the bill, and 
tion’ to know quite as much about the provincial negotiations should also be | considered the bargain a good one. Even 
river -as Mr. Hunter, had placed the made with Meickenzie & Mann. As was though the Nakusp & Slocan cost the 
period of navigation of the river at four Well known, after Hon. Mr. Sifton’s re- province considerable money, he was 
months in each year. For his part this turn-to Ottawa, the Dominion govern- sure no one could deny that that road 
was proof of the desirability of having ment brought in a bill which proposed had been of great benefit to the country, 
a road built through to the sea coast, I b0 gjve a land grant for the road, leav- and how much more would this railway, 
as the short period of navigation would ;ng to the province its promise to re- secured on so much more advantageous 
be inadequate to the traffic which would deem. It was not necessary to go into terms? He favored the building of roads 
be offering. He strongly favored the the whole history of what followed, wherever they were required in the coun- 
bill before the house, on the ground of Aa was well known, the senate threy try if they could be had for $4,000 a 
the immediate necessity of action if the out the bill, and it then devolved upon mile: they would prove excellent assets 
province were to retain the trade of the tbe province to do what it could in pre- 0f the province. In reference to what 
Yukon, to which it was entitled. Al- serving the provincial interests. It was Mr. Hunter had said, Mr. Adams, re-
though coming from an inland district, a difficult position to be placed in, but minded the house that only the previous
he believed in dropping all sectional feel- realizing the paramount importance of day a petition had been received from 
ing, and he desired just as much to see tbe matter which had been balked in Comox in favor of this identical road 
Victoria or Vancouver or Westminster Dominion parliament by party bliek- under consideration. In conclusion, the 
progress as he did Kamloops. In ans- ering, nothing remained to the province member for Caribo promised his support 
wer to Mr. Hunter’s objection that po- but to initiate a bold, progressive policy, to the bill.
tatoes could not be raised in the Stik- Consequently toç government entered in- Mr. Kellie held that it was on account 
ine country he would say “then so much to negotiations with Mackenzie & Mann, 0f the incomprehensible stupidity of the 
the better for the districts that could | the result of these negotiations being government that they should have shoul- 
produce them in the lower parts of the now before the house. It was important dered this responsibility. The proposed
province, for this meant an unlimited I, , in mind that time was the es- road would open up the Yukon country
market in the Yukon for the Products, contract, unless it was pro- over which the province had no control,
of the Fraser valley.” He had no doubt ^ tQ lose an entire year. By delay and from which the province could de- 
that the Yukon was one of the richest *7 Americans would be enabled to ob- rive no revenue. The Dominion govem- 
districts of the North American i on- ; such a position and such a grasp ment had taken in the past ten years 
tinent, and this being the case an en- the trade of the Yukon that there : more than seven million dollars out of
deavor should be put forth to make that ,d ^ ^ greatest difficulty in oust-1 the province over and above what they
country tributary to this province. There- . them from it- Therefore it must be put into it; and the Dominion would 
fore the measure brought down by the recognized that the best possible course get all the revenue that was to be de­
leader of the government, did the prem- was tQ pregs matters forward as prompt- rived from this Yukon country. lhe 
ier credit for looking so keenly after the j as possible. The house well knew 1 construction of this road if the Yukon 
interests of British Columbia. Mr. Hun- ^at the Dominion did not consider itself proved a success-which he did not be- 
ter had wanted to know on the prey- in a pOSition to give the subsidy, and af- lieve it would—would do no particular 
ions evening on what the president of toe ter numeroug interviews with the con- good to British Columbia. He did not 
council and based his statements as to tractor8 the province had reached a con- say there was no gold in the Klondike, 
the conditions of the northern country. c[U8ion on a strictly business basis that but it was fast locked in the frost- 
It had been on his own common sense would pr0mote the best interests of the bound jaws of the country. Notone- 
and the information he had received. eountry. It was stipulated that the tenth or one-fifteenth of the gold ex- 

those statements h“d zailway was to be begun at once on pected to be received from it would ever 
both sections—the one from Glenora to be taken out of this north country. Mr. 
Teslin Lake, and the other to Glenora Ogilvie in his report had not stated as 
from the seaboard. The government in- a positive fact that there was any great 
sisted that the work must commence amount of quartz in the country, tor 
simultaneously and went even further, the want of an idea, the government makin“!hecontraCtoraprom"e to put were trying to grasp at;* shadow ,n the 
up $75,000 as security for the carrying distance. If ever the Yukon did become 
out of the work on each section. Be- a valuable country and a port 
sides it was stipulated that the govern- tablished in the north country, it was mem wal^i race ve 4 per cent, of the certain to kill Victoria; that would be 
S-oss earnirns m the raiiway? in mak- the effect of the building of this rail­
ing this provision they guarded in the way. All that was necessary at Present 
best possible way the interests of the was a railway from the Stikine to les 
Drovince. All these negotiations had re- lin Lake without assuming the respon- 
sulted in the bill now before the house, sibihty of a road to the coast. He de- 
and what were the criticism» upon it? med that he was influenced by section- 
Take for example the amendments be- alism, but he did not. believe in rushing 
fore the house. Mr. Semlin’s amendment into a thing without estimating the pos- 
started' with a realization of the impor- sibilities of a profit being found m it 
tance of the line On no consideration could he support atance of to R , , railway from Glenora to the coast.

Mr. Sp^ker here called CoL Baker s Mr Vedder supported the amendment, 
attention to the fact that lm must con -t cov(,red in hia opinion, all that the 
fine himself to the amendment to the province should be asked to undertake
" Heonnmcm Baker-‘-How can^I dUcuss ^ s^rtVm!* AU the
%Xm £re me%os£ IS’*pointing have b^n Placed
out that the amendment to the amend- ^tes^uld bl
ment was out o^ order, in that the acquainted with the facts. If it
endment could not be amended until tne . «cmtomniAtpri tn buildttsxttv&æz ss «g
main question should or should not willingly have supported the bul, but 
^nd * the present measure asked the province

Mr." Speaker, on a reference to May. to assume too much responsibility. The 
decided the point well taken, and ruled amendment gave the opporumty of con- 
out the amendment to the amendment. suiting the people at the polls as to the 

Hon Col. Baker, continuing his ad- road from the sea to the Stikine, but it 
dress, said that gentlemen opposite ack- seemed as though the government did 
nowledged that the line from the Coast not care for the opinion of the people, 
to Teslin Lake was an important one Mr. Macpherson, before the amend- 
to the province, but Mr. Semlin’s amend- ment was voted on, wanted some explan- 
ment proceeded to say that the prov- ation as to how the extra expenditure 
ince should not build it—the obligation provided for in the bill was to be met. 
resting on the Dominion. In the am- The debt of the province was alreay sir 
endment too, it was agreed that the line millions, and the province was unable 
to Teslin Lake should be assisted to the to meet its running expenditure. How 
extent of $4,000 per mile and be forth- then was the country to shoulder five 
with constructed. These two positions millions more? The Premier had said 
Were decidedly inconsistent. The op-, his government were going into this mat- 
position went on. in their speecehes to ter boldly and fearlessly, but it seemed 
forget this position taken in the am- that they were going into it without tak- 
endment altogether, some even going so mg into consideration the .cost In dis- 
far as to say that the northern section cussing the Premiers statement as to 
ended among the ice in the mountains, the $50,000 to be derived by the pro 
Still they were bound by the amend- mce annually from ‘be road h ques 
ment to support the building of that line, turned if these expectations would be 
They forgot that time was the essence realized. Supposing the road to cost 
of the contract, in arguing that the Do- $20,W) a mde. the ^ernment grant 
minion should build the line from the would be one-fifth whereyi the
Coast to Glenora, as it would take two return they would secure « oidd be; one- 
and a half years to build.. It was most eighth instead
important to begin the building of the of the road. Then as to the taxation 
line at once, and the arguments of the of the road a££er l£f î S2 000
opposition landed them nowhere. Tn be taken on its value and not ât $2^000 
fact the opposition admitted practically a mile. He next took np 
that the construction of the line, to Tes- pondenee Presented, and questioned 
lin Lake was of paramount importance, whether the house had yet tefore it all 
and the greatest objection they could the correspondence with the Dominion 
make was that the government had not government.
brought down some correspondence be- Hon. Col. Baker—“There was no cor- 
fore. And when that correspondence respondence with the Dominion that has 
was brought down, what was there in not been brought down, with - the ex­
it? (Daughter.) Nothing at all. (Re- ception of one short telegram which has 
newed laughter.) That was quite right; been lost, but which contained nothing 
the government had said before hand important As to any other correspond- 
there was nothing in it There were on- ence between the government and the 
ly a few meagre telegrams. The Domir.- contractors the negotiations have bhen 
ion government had not taken the mat- earned on by person^ interviews at Vic- 
ter up, and therefore the province had toria. pnncipally. What little corres- 
stepped into the breach and said “if you pondenee has passed, was of a pnvate 
don’t do your duty, we will do ours.” nature, and not bearing on the negotm- 
Coming down to Mr. Hunter, that £fn' tion8* . .. .
tieman had taken a very bitter position Mr. Macpherson continuing, said that 
of this bill-so bitter that some unknown there should be no more of the road 
force appeared to be moving him on to built than necessary, and then when it 
opposition: He had stood on the top of was seen how the country would turn 
the lofty mountains, and argued and out, it was time enough to decide as to 
spoken of his personal experience; and the remaining portion, 
in his eagerness he had piled up ranges Mr. Sword contended that the amend- 

’of mountains equal to the Himalayas ment did not defer for a day the building 
and the Andes combined. But his argil- of the road. It provided for the line 
ment had tumbled him down into the from the Stikine to Teslin Lake, while 
valley The member for Comox in his at the same time it practically set out 
experiences of the Stikine forgot that that the province ..should not be loaded 
the government had also had experience down with the expense of a line to the 
of the river. He was not the only man coast until the people had time to pro- 
who could speak of the navigation of nounce upon it. It was the duty of the 
that waterway He had said he was Dominion government to have provided 
open to conversion, and that his first for communication with the Yukon-no^ 
idea had been that only a wagon road the province of British Columbia A 
was necessary from Teslin Lake to the point that had been overlooked while 
Stikine although afterwards he had discussing, the second reading and the 
changed his opinion. It was to be hop- amendments was that the members were 
ed that thus little by little, he would practically discussing an agreement that 
come around in time to acknowledge that had been already virtually entered into 
a railway was necessary from the sea between the government and the con- 
coast through to Teslin Lake. The gov- tractors. He thought that if the bill 
eminent had tried to do its duty, and went into committee the agreement 
had adhered to a bold and progessive should be so varied that instead of re­
policy for the opening up of the country, eeiving a percentage of the gross re- 
This was the policy they would hold to. ceipts of the road, the province sliouw 
come what might, and if the people did receive so much per passenger, or on eacn 
not approve, the government could re- ton of freight Then British Columbians 
time from office, feeling that they had would know what they were getting.

, eral area. In closing, the member said 
V he was certain that the Dominion govem- 
I i ment would come to the assistance of 

1 1 the province and reimburse them for
what money might be expended.

Captain Irving, as the representative 
of Cassiar, would vote for this bill. The 
road proposed would be of immense 
benefit to the north country, and it would 
open up such a field for settlement that 
in the course of a few years the whole 
country would^smile with an industrious 
and prosperous population. The best 
thing .about the proposed railway was 
that it was to extend to a coast port in 
our own province. This was what was 
required to build up provincial trade.
As a representative of Cassiar it was. 
his duty to see that the interests of 
British Columbia were taken care of, 
and he certainly would support the sec­
ond reading of the measure before the 
house. (Applause.)

Mr. Kennedy, like the others on his 
evening: side of the house, claimed to feel at a

Mr Williams regretted that the bill disadvantage by reason of the govein- 
, ' , iate in the session, ment not having had the bill down athad come down so late in in , aQ. earlier gtage of the session. Hefci-
with a view he claimed of its g rjng to the correspondence with the De­
ed through. He quite agreed that tne minion government, he thought there 
nrovince should have a railway to Tek- should have been more of it. Thé pres- 
lin Lake, but it could be secured at a less ^0^° it^was'^‘^’’^1^^“pro1;8 
expense than was involved in this bill. jnce an]es8 this road were built It was 
The Dominion government had assumed a]1 very weU to have the Yukon trade, 
in the Yukon bill which had been be- hut the bill proposed to pay too much 
fore the Federal parliament thatthe *«£ audit wa^notf,air 
Dominion was responsible for a road to at}on tQ benefit the Coast cities. Pos- 
the Yukon. Why, then, should this sibly the farmers on the Fraser river 
province voluntarily assume that re- would be benefitted, but the province 
sponsibility ? If the Dominion had pass- had g£ ntong^ver^ w* betoretoere 
ed that bill to provide a railway from would get along after it had become a 
Lake Teslin to Glenora he did not be- y^g of the past. He did not recognize 
lieve that effort would be made now the extreme importance of obtaining 
to obtain a railway to the Coast. If r?“onM ^ry^weU be
the province was willing to give the used from Glenora down. Referring 
company all that the Dominion had pro- generaliy to the railway, he said the 
posed to grant them, that surely would CagSiar Central got privileges such as 
be quite enough, without continuing the had never before been given to any 
road through to the seaboard. XV by, road since the world began. Dr. M al- 
too, were Mackenzie & Mann to be al- kenl had tried to demonstrate that the 
lowed eleven months longer than the opposition were using this as a party 
•Dominion had allowed them on the rad- que8tion. . This he denied, whde ready 
way from Glenora to Teslin Lake, lhe to adinit that the party lash must have 
road could assuredly be built much soon- been used pretty freely on the govevn- 
er than in the time provided I°r,by 1this ment 8ide to bring aU the members into 
bill It would have been better, he held, line
instead of dividing forces on the two Major Mutter said this was the sec- 
sections to have consolidate 8tr®”gvl1 ond time during the day that he had had 
and rushed the line through from Glen- pieaBnre of congratulating tiie gov- 
ora to Teslin Lake. If it were true er;mlent on the mesure they had 
that there were to be no arrangements brought down. He had listened pa- 
tor utilizing the Stikine for two years tientiy t0 the discussion, and gathered 
and a half, what was the use of takin„ yjat y,e opposition thought this road 
that time to build to a seaport when it was being built only for the Yukon 
was argued that by that time the trade trade. They forgot apparently how Cas- 
would have been captured elsewheree. gjar wouid benefit far more by this 
rf n!, the other hand that argument was road and as a British Columbian he re- 
!,ntrue“hewould like to ask wherein joiced in this being the rase. Railway 
thi urgency existed for getting a road building had benefitted Kootenay, and 
to the Coast. He submitted that the he wa8 f0r aiding other parts of the 
road from Glenora to the Coast could province as well as Kootenay. He d.d 
have been built in a year and a half, aot yiew the matter from either a party 
but he also took the view that thehne a sectional point of view. Complamt 
from Gtonora to Teslin Lake would be had been made of the lrte presentation 
«mtov sufficient for present require- of the bUI. Such complamt was ehikl- 
mrato Ito quite believed that the road igh. The matter had bran before the 
wnnld’ be of benefit to the country, but Dominion for months and the province 
W° the Dominion had a material interest had been forced to await the result 
in it, they should assume their part in The provincial government) had stepped 
hi,iMing it. and he believed they would. int(> the breach rather than let this lm- 
The government, he maintained, had portant matter fall It was most m- 
tmt racret the correspondence on the all- portant that the railway should be eon- 
rtnldian route to the Yukon, and had Unued through to a port on the coast, 
onlv nresented it to the house after the This indeed in his mind was one of the 
orient debate had begun, instead of moat important considerations. The 
FntooJhicing it when it was asked for government had shown excellent judg- 
hvresototton of toe opposition. The cor- *ent too in entering into negotiations 
î^nondence should have been available with Mackenzie & Mann to hu'ld the 
earlier in order that toe members might road. With reference t.0 ,th.e subsH3y, 
understand toe situation so far as the it seemed to be overlooked that while 
Dominion government was concerned, the government were only paying $4,000 
Dv^, rNtocknezie & Mann did not per mile on 400 miles, the road would 
totifd toe road R would have bran quite be nearly 600 miles m length. Then toe 
possible to get other contractors to do road would be subject to .taxation as 
1)0 He was aware that there were soon as completed. Again too, the go 
ma nv business men in toe Coast cities ernment were to retain 4 per cent, of 
who^desired this road and would benefit the gross receipts—this it must be - 
b„ it vet there were many also who did membered would equal at least lo p 

y 'agree with giving a grant of $4,000 „f the net tie. thought toeie
rar mile for connection from the Coast never before had bran an act Pres.1 
ro Tralin Lake whUe they were willing ^ wherein the interests Of the proi UK 
enough to give toe grant for toe road had bran better safeguarded It would 
from Glenora to Lake Teslin. Many in afford him great pleasure to be a mem 
bis own constituency were anxious to her of toe house when this passed.

A. road but he was not considering jje could not see that the amendment 
the Question from a party or a politi- Was either business-like m 
clan’s stondpoint-rather toe standpoint Sense. The policy of toe OPPO®111»"
Of a buriness man. He saw toe mem- ^-tp be to rest on their oars and stop, 
her for Comox smile. He would like instead of being up not Fee
that gentleman to show him why this good of the province. ... Lflfi *or expenditure of $1,000,000 over what * hat authority, the «PP0»^011^^” in 
was absolutely necessary, should be the statements in all the vvherea
•» w— »,> tlSr,.“iSS^-SrSU,. •.

S if
plies in, toe country not being able to tion. He ridiculed the idea t
produce the articles required by the ernment withdrawing the bd! and sam 
miners and prospectors. , It was entire- if the government had never d - J 
ly unlike Australia and California, mm- thing else for t£l® ^<>lE^5fd 'have^deserv8 
ers in toe latter state when they were doWn (this bill they .^Il<1-I!1h members 
unable to find minerals being in a posi- ed well of the province- road
tion to turn to agricultural or other pur- o( the °PP°al£l9“ The 'peopïe of British 
suits. In order to give all the fau*i was asked for y business men of 
ties to acquire wealth, _toey must have Columbia, and *etha Yukon mines 
ready means of supply.^e was not in the P«>v»nc?t r^eX0getiier and the 
favor of building a portion of toe road out of_consideration tdtogetner

ST.MÆ -.«» — "»•
■£ ‘“sæs „,a ■*“sssa rwhr.’heTLXd

utterly impossible to go up the Stik- heard during toe evening. It had. been
ine river. The object of the government argued by toe president of *e c°uncil 
was to sedure a route by which supplies th"t uniess toe bill passed, toe trade of 
could be taken in at all times and men the prOTmce was doomed 1ms was 
would be given an entrance to or exit ba8ed on a statement that toe United 
from the country during all seasons of States was going to put d'®oon™gemu 
toe year. Besides, it was m toe interest British trade going ^““^ Wra 
of the province that toe northern conn- , He did not thmk anyone need 
try should be developed. Our prosperity * rry as arrangements had alie.idj deluded upon the prosperity of toe j^Ude at Wrangel for facilitating 
north land, and we must provide an inlet the trade. Last year toe sovernment 
to toe country. Incidentally toe mem- had come to the house with toe bid to 
her read a long article from toe Daily ;d *he Cassiar Central, and toe Frem 
Province, strongly endorsing the bill. far bad said that 15,000,000 acres of 
This editorial, he said, stated precisely EOod iand would be opened up m tne 
toe scope of toe bill and the position of 0a88iar district. The house was thus 
the government in it. Mr. Williams ;nduced to make toe grant for toe sake 
wanted toe government to wait until of improving toe district in question, 
they found out what toe Dominion was j^ow they were asked to vote a secona
going to do. The Premier had asked for j e 8um Gt money for the same pur- TUESDAY. May 10.

was unable to say what toe Dominion £poken’ of instead. He claimed that toere ho" raüway^bill and the amend t f
would do in face of toe action of toe ,Tugt be more correspondence than had fered by toe leader or tne oppos i
Senate. Under these circumstances toe bran brought down by toe premier during on the ™0Î*0? £ J^hoto8 after-
British Columbia government was jusb- tbe afternoon. . pvPtoAv Itofore ^erass'the
■fipd in taking the action they had to tTftn Mr Turner observed that there noon and evening, xseiore recess tuc
bring about the speedy construction of wa8 0ne other telegram which he could amendment ^Svtoion of i/>°to
the road. Every month passing saw Dot find, but which contained nothing hemg voted down on a divmion of 1-^
the trade of the northern country get- material • I”, discussion then proceeding on me
ting more firmly fixed in certain chan- Mr. Cotton, continuing, held that the original motion of ^ J
nels. Therefore toe government had to government was not dealing fairly with house opened a* the usual hour, w 
do what toe Senate refused to do in or- tbe house. The house wanted to know prayer by Rev. W. Leslie Clay, 
der to keep toe trade now going to toe wbat had taken place in the course of PRIVILEGE.
American cities in our hands. The op- the negotiations with toe Dominion gov- jyr Sernlin, on a question of privilege,
position had drawn up an amendment ernment beginning last fall. He was d;rected attention to a circular that had
simply because they refused to agree anxious to see the semi-official corres- been piaced on the members’ desks, con-
with anything the government proposed, pondenee spoken of the other day. trary to toe house rule in this regard.
Sectionalism he held should be dropped, Hon. Col. Baker—“That _ correspond- NEW RILL •
and toe welfare of toe country consider- ence was not with toe Dominion govern- • _. , lnl t
ed. The road proposed would bring ment.” . . Hon. Mr. Eberto ,ao “u.
prosperity to toe cities and to toe agri- Mr. Cotton answered that it might amend the Benevolent Societies act, the
cultural districts, and further he be- have been with some one else, but m bill being read a first time.
lieved that Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann any event the house ought to have it. QUESTION.
were in toe best position to. build it It Although this matter had been kept Mr_ Kennedy asked the cost of demol-
jnst happened that they had men and back for weeks, yet he was prepared ter iailing tbe 0id government buildings and
supplies at Glenora ready to go on with stay in toe house until some explanation ievelling and improving toe parliament
the work with toe necessary speed. He was made. The Yukon had practically grounds.
.would not favor a short line from Glen- disappeared from the discussion, and Qon_ jjr Martin replied that toe ans- 
ora to Teslin Lake, unless work were toe house was told now that toe rail- wer wag being prepared by toe finance 
started on toe whole line. Work should way would open up Cassiar. He was of department, and could not be given until 
be commenced at both ends, for by. that the opinion that toe people of toe in- figures were extracted from the pub- 
means toe road could be more speedily tenor would oppose toe bill. In Van- j-c accounts
completed. The prosperity of, toe Yu* -couver a. Strong effort had been made mPTE vrmrnN T? ATT WAV
kon country could be made permanent, to get up a meeting in favor of this 1HE xukun kaij^vvay.
there being great sections of rich min- railway, but only a few people had at- Mr. Huff, continuing the debate on the

Debate Continued on the Bill 
to Hold the Yukon 

Trade.

Mr. Semlin’s Amendment Reject­
ed on Division of Nineteen 

to Twelve.

MONDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
Mr. Pooley’s speech in support 

MondayAfter
of toe Railway Aid bill on

Mr. Hunter was rather sorry that toe 
amendment was so worded that he could 
not support it. He did not see what 
toe opposition had to object to about the 
correspondence, for there was ample in- 

before the house for a fullformation
discussion of toe bill. He honestly be­
lieved from what he had seen that this 
was nothing more than an organized 
attempt to plunder the province out of a 
million dollars. He believed that party 
lines were never necessary to carry on 
the government of the province properly, 
but there were tidies when the interests 
of our common country were at stake 
when party lines should be disregarded 
and members depend on toe common in­
terests. This being the case he was 
sorry to have to differ with gentlemen 
with whom he had been associated for 
the past eight years, but as he had said 
he didnot look on toe bill as A toe pro­
vincial interest No argument could be 
adduced that would to his mind justify 
the building of a railway from Glenora 
to the sea. Although at one time he had 
not been in favor of the building of a 
road from Glenora to Teslin Lake, yet 
when he found that there was a choice 
between a railway and a wagon road, a 
railway at $4,000 per mile and a wagon 
road at $1,500 to $2,000 per mile, he 
bad favored the railway. He had heard 
many arguments as to the building of a 
railway to the Yukon, bat what had Brit­
ish Columbia to do with the Yukon or 
Dawson City, and why should the prov­
ince be asked to build a railway to draw 
that country to Ottawa? This case was 
very different from building railways to 
open up the Kootenay country. That 
had been an unqualified success as the 
prosperity that had resulted plainly 
slioweà. But this case was quite differ­
ent. From toe Kootenay there was a 
laige revenue from a variety of sources, 
but where would the province derive a 
single cent of revenue from toe Y'ukon 
after the railway was built? The presi­
dent of the council bad said “God helps 
those who help themselves,” but he did 
not say “God helps those who help Mac­
kenzie & Mann.” By building this rail­
way the province was not helping itself. 
For the three years toe road would be 
building, the province would have to use 
the Stikine river, and when that time 
was up there would be very few in toe 
Yukon country to need a railway or any1 
thing else. That was toe possibility at 
any rate. Then the road to the coast 
did not open up toe interior, for it did 
not run inland at all. For a great dis­
tance it ran within a few miles of the 
inlets open to steamers, and practically 
skirted the coast. He could not see that 
any great part of toe interior of British 
Columbia would be opened by the rail­
way from the coast. At the present time 
a person could step aboard a steatoef at 
X’ictoria or Vancouver and by changing 
once
Greek or Glenora. 
they want in the way of arrailway than 
one from Glenora to Teslin Lake? He 
did not think that toe prosperity of the 
province depended upon toe Yukon to. 
any great extent. The rush to toe Yukon 
had stopped, never to recommence, and 
he questioned if there would be (found 
in that country now 25,000 people, or 
that tijere would be one-third of that 
number in three years to come, when 
the railway was completed. He ques­
tioned, too, whether it would be possible 
to get supplies up toe Stikine in winter, 
mnd even if it was done it would be im­
possible during the winter months to for­
ward toenr to Dawson. The agreement 
with Mackenzie & Mann did not say 
what kind of rails were to be used in toe 
railway—whether they were to be new 
ones or taken from toe old iron heap. 
The Dominion government proposed, he 
believed, to give some help to Mackenzie 
& Mann, and these contractors were 
anxious to squeeze all they could out of 
the province before it was known what 
they were getting from toe Dominion. 
He did not know whether it was pbssible 
to' build a railway along the route em­
ployed on the boundary survey ; he did 
not think it possible, as the mountains 
would be found too high. Before toe bill 
passed the house there should be a hard 
and fast contract before toe house in 
blank—something like that which Mac­
kenzie & Mann were to have made with 
the Dominion government What the 
consequences would be if toe contract 

not properly made he did not know 
but he would not be accountable for toe 
results. He had no doubt however, that 
the government had such a contract in 
preparation to lay before toe house. He 
did not believe toe part of the road 
giom Glenora to the coast was in the 
interest of toe province and toe people of 
the province would think toe same when 
the matter was fully explained to them.

Mr. Huff moved toe adjournment of 
the debate and the house adjourned just 
before eleven.

What was more, 
not been refuted. Gentlemen on the o.u- 
er side of the house were very free with 
their criticisms of toe bill, but they did 
not say what in their opinion the govern­
ment should do. He felt assured that 
the government were right in giving an 
all-Canadian route to toe Yukon, and be 
would therefore again ask that sectional 
feeling be abandoned, and that both 
sides of toe house unite to work for the 
common good of toe province. Mr. 
Hunter had inquired, too, what have 
we to do with the Yukon? All he could 
say was that the government would be 
very lax in its duty to toe people if it 
did not try to get all possible trade for 
British Columbia. The criticism had 
bran made, too, that the government 
were really getting nothing in return in 
the way of revenue on account of tne 
assistance rendered. The gentlemen 
forgot that as soon as the road was com­
pleted it was taxable at toe rate of 
;2,000 per mile, and that the province 

was to receive 4 per cent, of the gross 
receipts. Besides, a large population 
was already going into the country at 
the northern part of the province and 
more would settle there after the build­
ing of toe railway. From these the gov­
ernment would receive at lpast the 
a head revenue tax annually! It was no 
argument to say that because the Do­
minion would do nothing, the province 
should not take hold of toe road, for to 
his mind the provincial government would 
be doing wrong if they did not use their 
best endeavors for toe opening np of the 
country. The government were only car­
rying out the progressive policy inaug­
urated when the late Mr. Davie was 
premier, and which had continued under 
his successor in office. It was certain 
that toe country would give this govern­
ment once again its solid support on any 
progressive railway policy for toe de­
velopment of the province. Mr. Hunter 
had spoken of the success of toe railway 
policy in the Kootenays, and in the face 
of this it was strange indeed that Mr. 
Hunter opposed toe present bill, ihe 
opposition had complained of toe prov- 
ince assisting a railway to tiie coast, but 
as he had endeavored to show, naviga­
tion on toe Stikine to Glenora was only 
open for four months in each year and 
the province would not receive real bene­
fit from a railway unless it was con- 

the sea coast of

as

were es-

so.

not at Wrangel be landed at Telegraph 
What more could

structed to a port on 
British Columbia. He had great pleas­
ure in supporting toe bill, and would 
oppose toe amendment. (Applause.)

Mr Kidd approved toe amendment 
in toe right direction, because he be­
lieved toe bill asked by toe government 
to undertake too much. The fact that 
the southern section of the road would 
take two and a half yêars to build, dis­
posed of toe government’s plea of ur­
gency. To undertake a work of this 
magnitude there should be some evi­
dence of toe permanency of the trade 
for which toe building of toe road was 
asked. The house should be in posses­
sion of more information before a final 
decision was arrived at on the subject. 
This being the case, he would move that 
there be added to toe section in toe am­
endment referring to the government 
having refused to put toe house in pos­
session of the correspondence jvito the 
Dominion government, that the govern­
ment had also refused to bring down 
correspondence with other persons.

Hon. Col. Baker supposed that he 
would be obliged to confine himself to 
the amendment and toe amendment to 
toe amendment, for it would be impos­
sible to discuss the motion Mr. Kidd had 
offered without touching upon Mr. Sem­
ite's amendment. In doing so he would 
be obliged to go back to toe discussion 
of the history that had resulted to the 
presentation of this bill. Those who 
were best versed in the Yukon country 
had spoken of toe enormous amouut of 
wealth to gold, and perhaps other min­
erals to be found there. He spoke from 
the fact that Mr. Ogilvie, the best au­
thority upon toe northern country, had 
personally given evidence of its enor­
mous amount of gold, and had told him 
that not only was the country rich in 
placer gold but also in quartz veins, and 
that when toe placers were worked out, 
the quartz mining industry would riva 
the output of the placers. From geolo­
gical experience in other places, these 
statements were borne out, and by the 
best evidence of experts.

Mr. Williams—“That’s no reason why 
the correspondence should not be brought 
down.” * .

Hon. Col. Baker—Wait a little. The 
Yukon country is bounded on the north
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