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Its total forces are estimated by Ital­
ian observers at two-thirds of the 
Austrian effectives in the field. In 
the lace o£ tills our Allies have struck 
again on the old battleground, famil­
iar from two years of tïtànic strug­
gle, of the Trentino. If they have 
struck with any force and intend to 
go on striking there, the news is 
most surprising. Trent was amoiig 
the first, and will always be one of, 
the chief, objectives of Italy, but Ans-' 
tria’s overwhelming attack last year 
left her a long distance from it, and 
that the attempt has been renewed 
now is, to say the least, significant.

There tfre two possible explana­
tions. One is that the blow is intend­
ed as a strong diversion from the ma­
jor operations against Trieste, which 
will be resumed in force if the diver­
sion succeeds in drawing many ene­
my troops away. This may well be 
the real case. The other is that Italy 
is confident enough of the whole sit­
uation and her own strength to ex­
tend the range of her arms over the 
greatest front possible. If this be so, 
it is most encouraging. It must be 
remembered that the tactics of the 
Allies are all thoroughly co-ordinated, 
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in prime condition, for sale 
at his East, West and Cen­
tral Grocery Stores.

Price only 7c. per lb.
LADIES’ OXFORDS.

Dongola, Gun Metal and Patent .. .. $2.50
Patent, Cream Cloth Tops................. $2.00

STRAP SHOES.
2 Strap Dongolà Sandals . .$1.80 and $2.50
4 Bar with Bow   .......................... . .. $2.50

HIGH CUT LACED BOOTS.
High Cut Laced, Black Kid, $5.50 and $7.00 
High Cut Laced, Grey Kid, Cloth Top, $5.50
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and that Paris and 
well apprised of what goes on in It­
aly, and as much responsible tor it, 
as Rome is. The new offensive 
would then have two meanings, first, 
that the French and British in France 
have weakened the Central Powers 
tar more than is apparent to the lay 
observer; second, that the return of 

11 well as the following pas- | Russia is confidently looked for in
sage, which goes a long way towards R,e near future. In spite of the first 
justifying it: 0f these, it is hardly likely that Italy

“The French and British have been WOuld undertake such a task it tlie 
fighting for little hills, for ‘rising second were not probable. And there 
ground'; the Italians have been seal- are groxving hopeful signs of it. The 
ing mountains. The French and Brit- j Russian soldiers have ceased frater- 
ish have been going forward, but the n|8jng WRh the enemy. Delegates 
Italians have been going upward; the' from an the Allies are in Pctrograd 
French and British fighting horizon- j bringing a combined weight to bear 
tally, the Italians perpendicularly. ' against the misguided spirit that has 
Now they are on a plateau and can go temporarily seized the Russian peb- 
forxvard, but what a plateau! It Is of pie President Wilson’s message, 
volcanic creation, and it consists of from a quarter which can have no 
craters, rocks, and caves; it is like interest in the smallest "annexations" 
the pictures of the dead moon. It is or “indemnities," has explained those 
bare and blasted and waterless; never words in language plain to all who 
was a battlefield in such a petrified are willing to understand. All this 
spasm of nature. Because there is no will have its effect. It Russia re­
water the Italians build an aqueduct, enters the arena at, any time this sum- 
bit by bit, as they go along. This mer, her temporary defection may 
land of caves and hiding places and prove a blessing in disguise. A sud- 
desolate rocks has been fortified by rten an(j vigorous assault now would 
the Austrians and complicated with pvobably roll up .the whole eastern 
barbed wire and chevnuxlde frise un- front pt the enemy. It is pood/to see 
til nature'and art have made it seem- a {ew s|gns already of an awakèning 
ingiy impassable by ma% in the fighting that has been going on

“But to the Italians, these jncred- of late along it, desultpry and .discon- 
ible obstacles come as a relief, a nected, it is true, but still fighting, 
modification of their task to the com- And certainly, if Russia does come 
parattvely easy. For two years they back and success crowns her arms, 
have had to fight their way up into Raly will have contributed her share 
the air. They have had to ascend the towards it,
steep faces of high mountains which , ________ -
ordinary men do not ascend hi time , nl ..t »

nave Salmon Plentiful,
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Incredible Italy

Carso front, when suddenly a procla­
mation was published announcing the 
Independence of Albania under an 
Italian protectorate.

ID-DAY’S
PRO-CONSCRIPTION MEETING IN 

TORONTO.
TORONTO, Ont., To-day.

A rousing pro-Conscription meet­
ing xvas held last night in Massey 
Hall, the second withiu forty-eight 
hours. Liberals and Conservatives 
alike passed a resolution for the 
“Conscription of the man power, the 
material power and the moral power" 
of the country.

Messages
9.30 A.M

6 to 10ITALIAN'S BEGIN TRENTINO OF- 
PENSIVE.

ROME, To-day.
The Italians have begun an offen­

sive in the region southeast of Trent, 
and have captured txvo important 
points of vantage from the Austrians, 
according to an official issiièd to-day. 
Monte Ortegon, east of Cima, Undicé 
and the Angello Pass both Were tak­
en, in addition to more thaan 600 
prisoners.

11 to 2

| CANADIAN TUG
Swamped Ontside the
-, rt n aNarrows—Crew Sale,

115 P. M At 1.60 p.m. to-day the Canadian 
tug boat Eugene F. Moran was 
swamped and sank outside the h’eàffs 
of the harbour. The tug boat D. P. 
Ingraham wewt to the rescue '"tut did 
not reach the scene before the' form­
er disappeared beneath the wavs. The 
unfortunate Ship's fate was watched 
by thousands of people who lined thè' 

The crew, including the

THE KAISER IN ALSACE.
GENEVA) To-day.

Bmperor "William and his staff vis­
ited Alsace on Thursday going close 
to the Swiss frontier at Waljkenstene, 
Kaesenger and' Farrette, says a tele- 
grom from Porrentruy to La Suisse 
to-day. After, reviewing tttops and 
examining the défencés carefully, the 
Emperor left for Karlsruhe.
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WHERE DID YOU GETOf peace, and these mountains 
been infinitely fortified and garrison­
ed by a powerful enemy Thé other 
armies opposed to Germany have had 
to attack soldiers, the Italians_ have 
had to attack peaks. Peak by peak 
they took them. They have taken 
heavy guns and supply trains up 
mountains hitherto ascended only by 
Alpine climbers who roped themselves 
together. They have swung bridges 
from one mountain peak to another. 
They have built trenches, fortifica­
tions, roads, tunnels, retaining walls, 
10,000 feet above the sea level ; 
this in the face of an enemy fighting 
desperate!}^ on the defcnsixre."

This was written a fortnight ago. 
Since then the Austrian defence has 
been stiffened by generous reinforce­
ments from the Eastern front, until

water front.
Captain, number thirteen, all of whom, 
are safe. i!i>

Particulars’ ’are rot allowed to be 
published till an official report is 
made.

The fishermen in and around • St. 
John’s never saw salmon so plentiful 
before as they are this season. Yes­
terday and again this morning they 
were selling in the market for almost 
as cheap a rate as codfish, as the sup­
ply exceeded the demand. Gener­
ally speaking, it is said, a superabund­
ance of salmon is an index of a bad 
shore codfishery, and judging from 
present indications this theory is cor­
rect, as so far some of the local 
fishermen have not caught enough 
codfish for their own consumption.

SEEKING PEACE WITH RUSSIA.
COPENHAGEN, To-day.

The unsuccessful attempt made 
recently by M. Riseow, Bulgarian 
Minister to Germany, to open nego­
tiations for a separate peace with 
Russia through letters to Maxim Gor­
ky and the Russian Minister at Chris­
tiania and Stockholm is publicly ap­
proved by Premier Radoslavoff of 
Bulgaria in an interview in the Vos- 
sischezeitung of Berlin. M. Rados­
lavoff expresses the conviction that in 
time the offers will be met with suc­
cess. A despatch from Amsterdam 
saÿs Lt. John Joseph Schaumburg, 
tine first German airman to use an 
airplane in battle and also the first 
to throw bombs from an aeroplane, 
was shot down in the battle of Mes­
sines, falling dead inside the Ger­
man lines.

Personal
I Mr. Win. Campbell, Postal Inspec­
tor, who for the past ten days lias 

j been on a tour of inspection in Pla­
centia Bay. reached the city yesterday.

Mr. W. J. Pike, local manager for 
the Mutual Life insurance Co., left 
for Halifax by to-day’s express to at­
tend the annual convention of east­
ern agents of that concern. He is 
accompanied by his little daughter.

Messrs. T. J. Duley and H. R. 
, Brookes left by to-day’s express for 
j Doyle’s Station on a fishing excur­
sion.

Paymaster Wells of H. M. S. Briton 
left for Fischell's. St. George's, to­
day on a fishing trip.

Is a question you won’t 
feel ashamed to answer

IF IT S A CHRISTYTurkeys, Ducks and Chicken 
at ELLIS’S. 

The Best EnglishTUB THEM,
RUB THEM, 
SCRUB THEM
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BAT MadeIRISH M.F. DEAD.
LONDON, To-day.

James Chambers, M.P. for Belfast, 
South, recently appointed Solicitor 
Geheral for Ireland, died in Belfast 
yesterday. He was a Unionist.

A Sad Case,
can’t hurtKeep them clean—you

Sold to ST. JOHN’S BEST DRESSERS 
for 25 YEARS. *

Some reputation, eh !
The Price, $ 3 • 5 0 is moderate. 
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Warner’s Rust-Proof 
CORSETS. CRISIS IN ITALIAN CABINET.

They have every quality that 
spells Service—they are light, 
durable and comfortable.

The first feature that a wo­
man appreciates in a Corset is 
shape, but the shaping must be

ROME, To-day.
A criais in the Italian Cabinet has 

developed, when least expected, only 
a few days before the re-opening of 
Parliament, which is fixed for June 
14. For some time a disagreement 
between the members of the Cabinet 
has been known to exist, especially 
between Baron Sonnino, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and the other MiniS’- 
ters. Friction reached a climax when 
the members of the Italian Mission 
had to be selected. The Baron put 
his veto on the appointment of sev­
eral persons whom the other Minis- ( The Argyle leaving Placentia 
ters considered most suitable for the day on western route, 
task, and declared that he would re- j The Clyde left Txvillingate at 4 
sign if their appointment was insist- yesterday, outward, 
ed upon. Wishing to avoid a crisis j The Dundee left Port Blaadfoi 
In such a grave moment of the na- 9.10 a.m. yesterday, 
tion’s history, the Cabinet acceded to | The Ethie arrived at Humberm 
Sonnino's opinions. This was one of at 1.50 p.m. yesterday, 
the chief causes of delay in the ap- The Glencoe delayed at LaPoil 
pointment of the mission, in addition account of tog. 
to the refusal of the Duke of Abruzzi The Home not reported since 
to return to America for personal ing Lewieporte yesterday mornii 

the Cabinet, The Diana north of Wesleyvill

reffigrcomfortable.
This you can rely upon through 

a Warner’s Rustproof; and the fact that a Cor­
set is impervious to moisture is a feature not 
to overlook. Reid’s Boats, MARTYR

$1.30 per pair up Halifax,
About eight, 
mr advertiseEvery Warner Corset is guaranteed not to 

rust, break or tear. ■ample oi
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however, seemed assured, particular’ 
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