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RECIPROCITY OR RESTRICTION?
Speaking in the House of Commons in
1894, Hon. Geo. E. Foster said: ¢
“When they, the people of the United
States, look over the items in our tariff as
it shall have passed this House, they will
find that line after line, article after ar-
ticle, grade after grade, we have given
them a better chaneefo get into ourt
market than they have given us to get
into their market; consequently legisia-
tive reciprocity, so far as trade'is con-
cerned, shines out from the propositions
that the Government put before the
House to-day in a far greater degree
than it does out of the legislation which
they have proposed, and which is in pro-
gress through their Congress.”
Every Conservative should vote for
reciprocity. _ :

WHERE RECIPROCITY WOULD HELP.

Calgary Liberals think they can win that
constituency this time, and have chosen as
the reeiprocity candidate, Mr. I. S. G. Van
Wart, a resident of the city for many years,
a man widely known and respected, for
several years holding a responsible public
position there.

He will be opposed by Mr. R. B. Bennett,
late leader of the Opposition in the local
House. Mr .Bennett, it isfinderstood, is at
present an out and outer on the riciprocity
question,'and his election, unless he changes
his mind, would mean one more voice and
vote in parHament againstlarger markets
for what the Calgary district has to sell.
By the Opposition press the nomination of
Mr. Bennett is hailed as the advent of
something approaching a wonder into the
political ‘arena, and boasts are already
being made that he will succeed in getting
from the constituency a verdict against the
acceptance of the prorfered market across
the horder. ‘

There are, however, a few things which
Calgary people will likely think over before
ey ecast their ballots, and the more they
da so, the worse for My, Bennett. One is
that Calgary is the centre of a large dis-
trigt whose main productions are such as
must find theil way to an export market.
- Wheat and catt the/chief items in the
production of the country of which Calgary
is"the centre, and upon the increase and
suocess of which the future of Calgary
rests. Whatever makes the wheat-grower
and cattle-grower moré prosperous—and
thus leads more men to go into these lines
of industry—makes for the building up of a
larger and better Calgary. Whatever
makes for preventing the wheat-grower
and cattle-grower becoming more prosper-
ous—and thereby discourages other men
from going into these occupations—must
hold baek Calgary fronmt the expansion of
trade, population and wealth ‘which would
otherwise come to-it. It must be apparent
to the most ardent protectionist that what-
ever may happen in the future, the market
for wheat and cattle produced in the west-
ern country must for many years be found
outside Canada. The “home market,” grow.
as rapidly as it may, cannot be expected or
hoped to accommodate the multiplying
yields fro mthe soil in these two kinds of
products at least. That being so, if there is
one city in Canada which should want all
1he markets in ereation thrown open to Ca-
nadian wheat and cattle it is surely the city
of Calgary.

R.7L. BORDEN, NATIONALIST.

Mr. Borden had the hardihood to aliy_de
10 the naval question in his first campaign
address. The venture.speaks more for his
“nerve’’ than for his sincerity. Consider-
ing what Mr. Borden-has said upon this
question, and considering also what kind of
campaign Mr. Borden is at the present mo-
the Province of Quebeg,one might have ex-
pected that either a regard for consistency
or a regard for the ridicdlous would haye
sealed his lips on the question of the navy.
ment lending his sympathy and support in

A couvle of years ago Mr, Borden was

rading before the people of Canada as

‘He ehampion of British connection and the

one and only party leader ready to take ef-

3 "fiebt'ivéf" “rﬁé‘asu'res to preserve ".thxat; connec-
| tion. . The policy of the Government he de-

clared entirely inadequate and out of keep-
ing with the part Canada ‘should take in
 maintaining the Imperial solidarity. He
would go farther, would build dread-
noughts and incorporate them as part of
the Imperial fieet—would in effect hand
them oyer in peace and war to Great Brit-
ain. Later on he was willing to substitute
this with a 'straight cash subsidy to the
British Admiralty to be used for naval pur-
poses.

To-day the same Mr. Borden has turned
over the whole strength of his party in the
Province of Quebec to the support of the
Nationalist party. The Opposition cam-
paign there is to be directed by the Na-
tionalists, fought by the Nationalists, and
if won, is to be won by the Nationalists,
for Mr. Borden’s benefit. And, of course,
the fighting is being done with Nationalist
weapons and along the line of Nationalist
ideals. Messrs. Monk and Bourassa are not
preaching in Quebec the doctrine Mr. Bor-
den has preached in Parliament and ip the
country. They are preaching their own
doctrine, and to assist them in it Mr. Bor-
den has thrown in with them all the sup-
port the party he leads can give them.

And what is the end Mr. Monk and Mr.
Bourassa have in view? Is it the building of
- dreadnoughts for the British navy? Is it
the contribution annually of a sum of
money to the Imperial Admiralty? - Is it the
construcfion of a Canadian squadron,
which, while under the command of the Ca-
nadian Parliament, would be -available to
assist the British navy in case of emer-
gency? Is it to the promotion of any of
these ideas that Mr. Borden and his coun-
sellors have devoted the strength of their
party in Quebec? Well, hardly. It is no
part of Mr. Monk’s plan to build battleships
for Great Britain. Mr. Bourassa has no in-
tention of contributing money to Great
lBritain as Canada’s share in the work of
preserving the Empire  from destruction.
These gentlemen do not propose that Can-
ada sheuld build a mavy of her own, which
in war time might be put at the disposal of
the British authorities. :

Far other aims than these are in the
minds of Mr. Borden’s Quebec friends.
They have no notion of building battleships
for Great Britain—and say they have none.
They do not contemplate paying money, to
Great Britain to enable her to build battle-
ships with which to preserve the unity of
the Empire against attack—and they say
so. They would not, if they had the man-
agement of things, construct a Canadian
squadron—and they say so. “Nationalism,”
not “Imperialism,” is their ideal. They lay
down the prineiple that Canada should con-
sider herself only as a distinet and separate
country, not as one among a number of fed-
erated countries. ' If Great Britain sees fit
to keep up a fleet they would let her do so.
Canada, they argue, has no danger of in-
vasion unless from the United States, there-
fore Canada should have nothing to do
with the building of naval vessels, for her-
self or Great Britain.

More than this, Messrs. Monk and Bour-
assa are taking measures to make their
views effective. Their aim—admitted and
boasted—is to create a “third party” in
Quebec and to return to Parliament a com-
pany of members sufficiently strong to hold
in its power the fate of Governments; a
group strong enough to say to any Govern-
ment of either party that it.must conduct
itself in accord with-their views or it will
be defeated.  They hope to establish Que-
bec in the position of Ireland, and to use
the political power so secured to dictate the
whole Imperial and foreign policy of the
country. And it is to that end that Mr.
Bordenghas lent the aid of his party in Que-
bec. Should the ‘Nationalists succeed at
this election the Laurier - Government
would be defeated in the House and Mr.
Borden would come into power. He would
hold power just so long as the Nationalists
said he .could do so. Their first demand
upon him would be the dropping of the
naval policy, and the definite assurance that
he would not substitute for it anything in
the shape of assistance to the British navy.
Mr. Borden knows this, and knowing it he
has thrown the ififluence and support of his
party into the fight for the Nationalists.
Has he agreed to eoncede their demands as
the price of power? =

RECIPROCITY OR RESTRICTION?
Sir John Thompson, then Prime Minis-
ter, speaking in the House of Commons in
1894, said:— ' "
“I may say, Mr. Chairman, that com-
munications were indirectly made with
‘the United States Government to the
i effeet that Canada would be glad to know
of any desire or willingness on the part
|- -of the United States Government to take

‘agreement with them and hostile to

Medicine Hat, fall wheat has come to be
one of the large items in the list of things|.

them.

* meaBures toward the extension of trade
between the two countries, and that Can-
ada would be willing to reciprocate with
due regard to the industries and in-
terests of Canada, and with due regard
to the revenues which would be necessary
to Canada. At a subsequent stage an
officer of this Government went to Wash-
ington for the purpose of seeing ‘whether
it was the desire of the United States
Government or of the committee then
having charge of the subject in the

- House of Representatives, to enter into
communication with the Government of
Canada on the subject of tariff conces-
sions on either side of the line.”

Every Conservative should vote for re-
ciprocity. :

SHS%LD BE A WINNER.

_ Dr. Warnock, M.P.P., has been chosen
by the Liberals of Macleod constituency as
their candidate.  The choice is a good one.
The Doctor has won a reputation as one of
the cool-headed members of -the Legisla-
ture, a man who always knows where he is
and whither he is going. :

It is particularly fitting that a man of
this definte and postive stamp should be
pitted against Mr. John Herron, the late
member for the riding.- On the question
before the country, Mr. Herron has pursu-
ed the course of a man who either did not
know what lie thought or who did not dare
affirm his opinions. When reciprocity was
introduced he gave it to be understood that
te did not approve of the agreemenf. Later
on, after spending a time among his eon-
stituents, he intimated that while he was
still unconvinced that the agreement was a
good, one, he was convinced that his ¢on-
stituents thought it a good one, and that
rather than be defeated he might vote for
it.. Now he is reported to have come out
squarely as a reciprocity man and announc-
ed his intention of going before his conven-
tion on that stand. It is intimated, that
he will likely get the nominaton, as most of
the Conservatives of the riding favor reci-
procity.

This belated profession of faith may
win Mr, Herron the nomination, but it can
hardly win him the support of many out-
side the party. *‘People in the majority
prefer a man who knows what he thinks
and is not afraid to say so, to a trimmer
who declares he thinks one way but will, to
save his seat, vote the other way. Mr. Her-
ron’s repentance comes too late to be con-
vincing—about six months too late. At
the time when every friend of reciprocity
in Parliament should have made his views
known and his influence felt in an effort to
secure the passage of the measure, Mr.
Hetron gave to the enemies of the agree-
ment the benefit of his silence. Under the
eireumstances, that was nearly all he could
haye given them; for his silence gave them
the opportunity to represent him as in
the
not
the

measure—an opportunity which was
lost and which helped to strengthen
Oppesition and delay the passing of the
agreement.

Had Mr. Herron and the other Op-
position.members from the West taken an
early and positive stand for the interests
of their constituents, they might have
broken down the opposition to reciprocity
and secured the benefits of it to the western
people in the present season. That its
benefits are deferred to anotner season is in
part chargeable to their publicity or
cowardice. And if there is a chance of the
agreement being defeated at the polls and
the western people permanently denied the
benefits of the United States market, a part
of the blame for this risk also lies at the
door of Mr. Herron and his fellow Upposi-
tion members from the West. These
gentlemen have for six months been doing
to defeat the agreement just all they knew
how to do without coming openly into the
field against it. That one of them now an-
nounces himself a supporter of the measure
only signifies that he finds ‘reciprocity so
popular that no man not favoring it need
hope for election in that part of the
country.

As in the neighboring constituency of

produced in Macleod riding for which an
export market must be found. The men
who have gone into wheat farming in that
country are not in it for their health, but
for money. They farm on a large scale, a
scale so large that a difference of a cent a
bushel on tne season’s crop makes a differ-
ence of thousands of dollars to some among
To such it should not be matter of’
doubt whether they should close with the|
offer of a new export market or not. Many
of them, too, have come from the States'
just across the border and know from _ex-

With such a
cause Dr. Warnock should be returned, and
by a large majority. He would make a
good member, alike for the constituency
and for the country.

MANUFACTURERS AND MERGERS.

The Winnipeg Telegram confuses the
merger and the manufacturer, and holds
the Minister of the Interior inconsistent
because he says the manufacturer has no
good reason to oppose reciprocity, while
the merger has. The two are not the
same, though the unforfunate tendency is
for the manufacturer to become a unit in a
merger. The manufacturer is a man who
makes things; the merger is an arrange-
ment by which the manufacturer is forced
te pay dividends on watered stock—held in

but schemes to get rich without work.

It does not follow that because mer-
gers, and those who compose mergers, are
hostile te reciprocity that the manufactur-
er who is not a cog in one of these financial
devices is also hostile to it. =~ The apparent
facts of the situation are that while the
merger and its members are opposed to the
agreement the free manufacturer is not
hostile to it, nor at any rate in the most of
cases. It is not from the manufacturers
threughout the country that the opponents
of reciprocity are drawing the stupendous
sums they are spending in the effort to de-

Toronto, the financial rather - than the
manufacturing centres of the country, the,
abodes of those who “‘toil not” save in the
agreeable way of collecting tribute from
the manufacturers they have laid under
tribute.

The free manufacturer can do business
under a tariff which would leave the mer-,
ger unabie to pay dividends. That because
the manufacturer has to earn dividends
only on the money which actually went into
plant; the merger must do this, and also
earn diyidends on another sum—sometimes
larger—which did not go into plant. The
manufacturer’s capital is fixed by the cost
of his plant; the capital of the merger is
fixed by the sum which it seems likely the
business can be made to pay dividends on
under the existing conditions. It follows
that these conditions may be altered with-
out ruining the manufacturer, and still that
this alteration may bring disaster upon the
over-captalized merger. The earnings of
the manufacturer may be reduced without
fatally shortening his earning power; the
income of the merger cannot be shortened
without damaging its financial standing,
because it has undertaken to earn interest
which could only be earned by leaving it the
grip it now has upon the market.

To make its piratical operations pos-
s:ble the merger must have a monopoly of
the market in its particular line. Competi-
tion is death to it if the competition be from
a quarter where 1t cannot be strangled.
The merger is not cut to do business; it is

getting the plunder only if others are kept
out of the field who are willing to pay more
than it can afford to pay for what it buys,
or who can sell cheaper than it can. afford
to sell. The only safety for the merger
lies in maintaining the tariff under which'
it was formed, or in increasing it. Be-
cause in forming the merger the makers of
it take into consideration the amount of
rake-off they are enabled to make because
of the tariff. To lessen the amount of the
tariff under which the concern was built is
simply to shift one of its foundation stones,
and to thus endanger the stability of the
whole structure. But the same reduction
might have no serious apprehensions for
the manufacturer, who only seeks to get
from his customers a fair return on the
money and brains he has put into his busi-
ness.

“BREAKING UP”

The Winnipeg Telegram thinks the pérties in the
United States are “breaking up” because Republicans and
Democrats joined in supporting recipregity, the wool bill
and the free list bill. What really seems to be ‘breaking
up” is-the protection policy, under the combined assaults

of men of both parties. Reciprocity, the wool bill, and
the free list bill are only incidents in the @isintegraticm.
That men from both parties are joining hands to facili-
taie the prccess is surely good enough proof that the
;‘brealiing up” is very generally considered desirable.

WHERE RECIPROCITY SHOULD WIN.

W. A. Buchanan, M.P.P., is to carry the reciprocity
banner in the Medicine Hat constituency. He should be a
winner, Mr. Buchanan is a young man with more than
usual ability, who has made good in vusiness, and has had
the benefit of experience in provincial politics. And he
heads a cause which should win anywhere, and which
certainly should win in Medicine Hat. While reciprocity
will immensely benefit all parts of the Canadian west it
will naturally benefit in the greatest degree those parts
of the country lying nearest the markets which it will
open to Canadian prcduce. If dccess to the Chicago
market is of advantage to ranchers anywhere it shouid
be to those doing business in the eastern portion of the
Medicine Hat constituency. And if access to the Minne-
apolis market is of advantage tc wheat growers anywhere
it should be to those who have started growing Alberta

Red in the more westerlyt and southerly portions of that
riding. gt
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