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indebtedness of the country, not

■ of public worlo tbet 
on impetus to onr tndua- 

- tor enable the ordinary ex- 
of the, country to be met, they 

But when ell this was changed, 
the aspect of affairs in relation to this work 
was also changed. Under the previous con
dition of things my hon. friend opposite 
could net obtain 06m* in response to the adver
tisements which he published all over the 
world. The bon. gentleman might fairly 
assume that we could not obtain 
any offers either. But as I say— 
When under a changed policy, and when the 
Government had successfully grappled, with 
the most difficult portions of this great work, 
and qhown to the capitalists of the world, un
der the authority of this House, that one hun
dred million acres of laud were placed at our 
disposal for the prosecution of the under
takings that we were not afraid to go on with 
Its construction, or afraid to show that the 
construction of the railway was a work capa
ble of fulfilment ; when we proved to the cap
italiste of the world that we ourselves hs3 
some confidence in this country and in its de
velopment, and that we were prepared to grap
ple with this gigantic work, the aspect of affairs 
was wholly changed. Well, sir, under these 
circumstances the Government submitted 
their policy to Parliament, and they were met 
by obstruction. Last session they were met 
by a complete change of front on the part of 
the Opposition in this House and the country. 
The men who had for five years declared that 
they were prepared to construct the Canadian 
Pacific railway as a public work, the men 
who had pledged themselves to British Co
lumbia to oops tract it as a public work, and 
who had in this House, in every way that 
men could, bound themselves, called a halt in 
•rder to obstruct the Government, when we 
took the only means by which we could re
move the difficulty which had prevented the 
hen. gentleman obtaining any offers in reply__ ______ _ any offers in reply
to the advertisement that he had sent sll over 
the count!y. I hold the advertisement in 
mv hand. >' * was published on the 29th May, 
1876, and it says that “ they inrite tenders 
to be sent i» on or before January, 1877, 
under the provision of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Act of 187* which enacts that the 
contractors for its construction and working 
shall receive lands or the proceeds of lands." 
Then it goes on to say that “ the proceeds 
Of the lands at Ibe rate of 20,000 acres and 
cash at thrfrate of $10,000 for each mile of 
railway constructed, together with interest 
a* the rate of four per cent for twenty-five 
wears from the completion of the work on any 
further sum which may be stipulated in the 
contract, shall be paid,” and that “ the Act 
■Chaires persons tendering to state in their 
offer the lowest sum, if any, per mile upon 
which snch interest will be required. " That 
sdvertiaement was published all over the 
world, m Great Britain, in this country, and 
I presume in the United States, and to it no 
response was made. I believe under the cir- 
<* instances to which I have adverted that 
tiic time had come when we might deal with 
•Iris matter from a better position.

, THE INITIAL NEGOTIATIONS.
I will frankly state to the House that one 

of the causes that led to the great change in 
in relation to rauwthe public sentiment dwsy

terprise in the North-West was the 
^marked and» wonderful success that was 

iblished to the world as haring resulted 
the syndicate who had purchased the 

Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba railway. 
J statements they were enabled to publish 

0bowed not only the rapidity with which rail- 
•teay construction in private hands coaid be 
•warned on, but it showed the value of the 

lands in the North-West, and the era 
t to which they could be made valuable for 
construction of such lines. It attracted 
attention of capitalists in relation to en- 

of that kind to a degree that had a 
Led influence undoubtedly upon the 
id in relation to this question. I 
ter frankly state to the House, be- 
' tv e nothing to conceal, that when 

’ " st it was desirable for ns to 
■tractors and capitalists on 

„! Would complete and take 
i rood, we placed ourselves in com- 
* with all the parties whom we had 

to suppose would have any inten- 
3tract for the purpose of getting 
t possible offer. As my right hon. 

■ stated, Caaaditaand American capi- 
ilfnte

$ portion of this work. The Govern
ed to complete the line from 
j to the Bed River, and the con- 

■acte that were placed in British Columbia, 
"dand to carry the line from Emory Bar to tide 

fwater at Pert Moody, the harbour eeibeted 
■>y the hen. gentleman opposite as the best 

nas. We asked the parties upon what 
i they woilld undertake to build the re- 

* of the line from Nipissing to 
. the distance being about 650 

, and also the line from the Red River 
Kamloops and take over and 

"run the whole road.
Mr. MAI IK kftZTE—Will you place a copy 

1 TO these propositions upon the table !
! 8ir CHARLES TOPPER—Yea, I have no 
objection to do so, but it will give the hon. 
gentleman no additional information.

Mr. MACKENZIE—And the names of the 
parties to whom they were made*

Sir CHARLES TOPPER—I may say to 
the hon. gentleman that these were not of
ficially communicated.

Mr. MACKENZIE—Were the offers not 
•Bade in answer to a public advertisement 
like mine ?

.Sir CHARLES TUPPER—They were not, 
end I think we could have taken no better 
means of defeating the object we had in 
view than in adopting the course that 
the hon. gentleman had taken. It 
was enough to deter anybody from 
looking at us, seeing that he had stated on the 
floor of Parliament that no offer could be ob
tained. We took a wiser plan, which has 
bsen crowned with success. By placing our
selves in communication with parties who 

6 likely to make propositions, we have the 
now of laying before the House a pro
to which, in its character and de- 

1 invite more closely the attention 
% in comparison with the proposal 
mde. I may state, first, that I 

a careful estimate prepared, and 
" m the table, of the amount of 

I to complete ell the road now 
and those portion» of the 

are to be Constructed by the Gov- 
, and it amounts in round figures to

----------------- -Is that inclusive of all that
he been spent ?

Sir CHARLES TOPPER—It is every dol
lar ef expenditure that win come out of the 
Treasury et Canada for the existing contracts, 
and for the completion of the rend that 
la to be built by the Government. I 
may say to the' House that we 
have submitted the estimate of the 
«kief ehgmeerr It was published in s 

1 which vyas used in the debate. The 
fomaa a short time ago repeated the 

J I used in regard to the character of the 
by stating it was a “ degraded rued.” 
was literally and specifically correct, for 

1 to the House that in the position tHfe 
then were, with this gigantic 

1 and obliged td'tleal with it as a 
work, we felt compelled, after 

[ the rood to the Red River as a 
, which we had carried out in 

ith the specifications and plans 
—the very judicious specifications and plans 
ef niy bon. friend opposite—to carry a road 
•cross the prairies of the very cheapest de
scription that wcmld answer for the business 

. be in the first instance a 
The House will remember

------------------estimate was for $84,000,-
I for the work done in the mode in which 

" witii it. That included 
as the portion of money required 
and the money expended upon

l the $84,000,000 include

TOPPER—Ye 
ate which

estimates upon which money had been voted 
for the construction of the railway had been 
exceeded.

Mr. MACKENZIE—Whick contracts?
Sir CHARLES TUPPER—All the con

tracts between Thunder Bay and the Red 
River.

Mr. MACKENZIE—Does the hon. gentle- 
meg say that he prepared these contracts or 
that they were prepared in his time?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER—I say that we 
twiee postponed 'the advertisement in order 
to get the work specified.

Mr. MACKENZIE—What I wish to know 
is whether the specifi tarions were changed 
between the issuing of the tenders ami the 
time when they were received.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER—AU I can say 
is that before we sent out the specifications,or 
entertained tenders at all, in addition to the 
time that e’apeed between the change of Gov
ernment ana oar entry into office, we twice 
extended the time for receiving tenders, so 
that the specifications might be made suffi
ciently accurate. This estimate that is now 
prepared by the present engineer, and which 
I have laid on the table of the House, of $28,- 
000,006, covers all the money that has been 
ipent up to the present time, and all the 
money that in our judgment, in the light of 
the work, that is now "proceeding will be re
quired to complotent as required by the contract. 
The amount that is put in for engineering, 
apart from the construction, is 81,600,000, 
and I draw that as a distinction between the 
three millions of dollars extending over the 
whole range of the Canadian Pacific railway 
generally and that which has no relation 
whatever to the cost of this particular work 
that we are now handing over. They have 
ne relation in this sense, that they do.not ap. 
pertain\o the construction of that particular

Mr. BLAKE—They were part of the ex
penses of finding the route on which the road 
was to be built, and therefore part of the cost 
of it

Sir CHARLES TUPPER—If.the hoe. gen
tleman will look at the Canadian Pacific Rail
way Art of 1874 of his hon. friend (Mr. Mac
kenzie), he will find that it distinctly states 
that these surveys are not necessarily to be 

' for by the parties entering upon lie con-

THE PRESENT BARGAIN.
I will now draw attention to thematimatee 

of the oontoeet as laid en the table of the 
Moose. It amounts to 878,000,000. I may 
state that suppose the contractors were to 
change the reed, snppoee they were to go 
north of Lake Nipigon instead of south of it, 
and add fifty miles to the length of tire road, 
they wotdd not receive an addition.

Sir ALBERT 8MITH—Suppose they 
shorten it ?

Sir CHARLES TOURER—If they shorten 
it, I shall be veep glad to find that they do, 
and they will receive the amount stated in 
the contract. I will now take up in the con
tract all these propositions in the order in 
which they hare been voted by this Parlia
ment. I will take np the proposition of 1872. 
It was a cash subsidy of 830,000,000 for the 
mam line and a land grant of 60,000,000 
acres, with 20,000 acres per mile for the 
Pembina branch, and 25,000 acres per 
mile for the Nipigon branch. If you 
estimate the land at some particular value for 
the purpose of comparison, call it a dollar aa 
acre. Parliament then voted in land and 
moneys subsidy of 884,700,4)00. How was 
that proposition treated? Why, sir, as I 
have stated, a company was formed. A con
tract waTmade with them, under the terms 
of which they were clothed with all the 
powers and means that we could give them to 
command the money markets of the world, 
and they could not do it. The bon. leader of 
the late Government has ever since poured 
unbounded ridicule on that proposition. He 
has always considered these bams inadequate 
to secure the construction of the Pacific 
railway. The hon. gentleman on the plat
form in my presence declared we might 
as well offer $30 as $30,000,000 and 
50,000,000 acres of land to secure the 
railway. From that I now come to the pro
position of 1574, and what does that show? 
The hon. gentleman g ot Parliament to vote 
him for the construction of 2,627 miles of the 
through line from Lake Nipissing to Burrard 
Inlet, Tor 85 miles of the Pembina Breach, and 
for 85 miles of the Georgian Bay Branch.

Mr. MACKENZIE—I was not aware that 
that Act declared Burrard Inlet to be the 
terminus.

Sir CHARLES TOPPER—The hon. gen- 
tleman ought scarcely to interrupt. On this 
2,797 miles, including the main line and 
branches, he got voted—not by estimate, but

which amounted, besides the guarantee, to 
55,940,000 acres.

Mr. BLAKE—Why do yon capitalize that 
sum?

Sir CHARI,ESTUPPER—I do not capi
talize it all, but ittpbald have to be paid in 
money, as the other is paid. Let the hon. 
gentleman apply that principle to the $25,- 
000,000 we are to pay the syndicate, and he 
will find it means a very much leas sum. The 
hon. gentleman will find that by the terms 
under which Parliament in 1874 authorized 
the late Government to secure the construc
tion of the railway, the amount to be paid in 
cash was on the guarantee capitalization prin
ciple $48,947,500, which, with 55,940,000 
acres of land, at $1 per acre, would make 
$104,887,600.
^It being six o’clock the Speaker left the 

A FT HR RECESS.
Sir CHARLES TOPPER, resuming, said— 

Mr. Chairman—When the recess took place I 
was dealing with the question of the amount 
that Parliament had placed at the disposal of 
my hon. friend, the then leades of the Govern
ment, fer the construction of the Canadian 
Pacific railway, and I find that I have made a 
slight mistake, which take the earliest oppor
tunity of correcting. I-etated that the dis
tance from Nipissing to Burrard Inlet was 
2,627 miles. I must add forty miles to that 
distance in computing the amount which 
after .the Act of 1874 Parliament
placed at the disposal of the leader 
of the Government for the construc
tion of the railway, because you will remem
ber the then Government located the ter
minus of the railway not at the Callendar sta
tion on Lake. Nipissing, where it is now 
located, and where it was originally located 
by the former Government, but. forty miles 
south of that point. Therefore, under
that Art the hon. gentleman would not only 
have been obliged to expend $104,887,600 at 
the lowest computation, but to provide for the 
construction on the same terms of forty mil— 
more to bring the railway down to the termi
nus as located by the then Government That 
will add $400,060 in cash, aad reckoning the 
land and the guarantee $1,50C, 060. Now, sir, 
having shown that Parliament had placed at 
the disposal of the Government of my right 
hon. friend Sir John Macdonald, in 18/2, 
$84,700,000 for the construction of the work, 
that Parliament bad placed $104,887,500 at 
the disposal of tin leader of the Govermnunt 
in 1874, to which we must add the $1,500,000 
to which I have just referred, I now come 
to the present contract which à laid 
on the table of the House for its
consideration. The total amount expended 
and to be expended by the Government on 
the sections to be handed over td the com
pany, including everything, is $28,000,000. 
'flic Government have agreed to pay, in ad
dition to the $28,000,000, $25,000,000 and 
25,000,000 acres of land, making Atotal 
subsidy in cash of $53dKX>,000, and inland, 
estimating the 25,000,000 acres at $1 au acte, 
of $25,000,000, or a total amount of $78,000,- 
000. H think, sir, this warrants the state
ment with which I commenced my remarks, 
that these terms are greatly below any 
terms that have previously been sanctioned 
by Parliament The matter, then, stands 
thus : Under the contract of 1873, $84,700,- 
000 ; under the contract of 1874, $104.887,- 
500, with $1,500,000 added, to bnng the road 
down to tim point at which under that Art it 
Wae to be commenced ; under the contract of 

now hid en the table of the Houses

t VALUE OF THE LAND.
i of hon. gen.

to the tome. This may be neogmaiy, as the 
position now taken by th# Opposition, as may 
be assumed from that taken by the Globe, is 
that it is idle to talk about estimating 
the land at $1 per acre, when everyone knows 
it was worth $2 per acre. Well, I shall be 
only too glad if that can be established, but 
it will not do for the leader of the Opposi
tion, or tile leader of the Government, to 
meet me on that ground, and I will show you 
why. I draw the attention of the committee 
to a statement made by the leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Blake) when we were dis
cussing the Foster contract, and I had 
ventured to value tiie land at $2 an 
acre, that was in 1875—and the hon. 
gentleman will find his remark* on 
page 541 of the Hansard—the hon. gentle
man said in reference to that point ‘ ItTs 
an entirely absurd calculation to say that 
these 1,700,000 acres are worth $2 an 
acre. Even valuing them at $1 an acre would 
in my judgment be an exceseive valuation.” 
Then the loader of the late Government gave 
his opinion on the subject The hon. gentle
man said :—111 do not place their value at 
$5 an acre. I wish I could say that they were 
worth one dollar an acre.” But whatever 
the value may be, I am confident I 
express the views of the House when I say 
that whatever value may be obtained for 
them over $1 per acre, and I hope it will be 
greatly over that rate.wiU be obtained, not in 
their present position, but in consequence of 
the construction of the Canadian Pacific rail
way. So much for the value of the lands. 

THE 008? OF THE WORK.
Now, sir, as to the cost of the work. I 

have estimated the land» at $1 per acre, but 
I wiH assume, for the sake of meeting the 
Mesent views of hon. gentlemen opposite half 
way, that they will be worth $1.50 au 
acre, aad ws will see then hew the 
account will stand as between hon. gentle
men end ourselves. And now to 
show how my statement with which 
I opened this discussion will be 
borne out. If you value the lands at 
$1 per acre, the contract of 1873, founded 
upon the offer to secure the construction of 
the Canada Pacific railsrXV to the Allan Com
pany, will show a total of $112.051.0n0. How 
will the account stand, applying the same 
principle to the Act of 1874? It will 
shew $132,867,500 placed at the disposal 
of the Government of my boo. friend 
opposite for securing the- construction 
of the rood. Placing the lands at $1.60 an 
acre, the account we have laid on the table 
shows a total of $00,500,000. If we go the 
whole length the Globe asks—and I do not 
say it ia unreasonable—and assume tboee lands 
to be worth, after the construction of the 
road, $2 an sere, the account stands thus as 
between those various proposals. The first 
proposition of 1673 placed at the disposal of 
the Government $199,400,000. At the same 
estimate of the value of the lands, the propor
tion of 1874 placed at the disposal of the late 
Government $160,8,-5,600. The passent 
proposition at $2 an acre reaches a total of 
only $103,600,000, ot' less than the amount 
st $1 an acre placed at the disposal of the 
late Government by Parliament I think 
this statement ought to' be tolerably satis
factory. I will now give hon. gentlemen 
opposite an authority as to the cost of this 
work shout to be undertaken that I think 
they will be compelled to accept On the 
12th of May, 1874, the hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Mackenzie) said the cost from LakelSaperior 
to Burrard Inlet would probably be $100,000,- 
000, or something like that This was an 
estimate from the leader of the late Govern
ment the then Minister of Public Works, 
and submitted to Parliament on the authority 
of his own engineers, with all the judgment 
and experience that could be brought to 
bear upon it—that $100,000,000 would 
be required for the reed from Lake 
Superior at Thunder Bay to the Pacific 
ocean ; and yet the present proposition se
cures the construction of the entire read 
within ten years from the first of July next, 
from Lake Nipissing to Burrard Inlet, at a 
cost to the country, st the estimate hon. gen
tlemen opposite placed on the lands, of fli,- 
000,000. One would have supposed the hoc. 
member tor Lambtoo would have stood aghast 
at such an estimate as $100,000,000 lor the 
portion of road mentioned, and would have 
abandoned it as beyond the resources 
of Canada. But as Prime Minister, 
and weighted with the responsibility 
which rests on such a high officer, 
he felt he must not shrink from bis dntv. 
He said—“ We frankly recognize the failure 
of the attempt to give a fictitious vslue to the 
lands in order to get Engflsh capitalists to 
take up the railway, but we also frankly con- 
fees the necessity of building the railway by 
direct money subsidies or a combined system 
giving both money and land.” The hoe. 
gentleman gallantly ^performed his duty, and 
did not shrink from the responsibility,arduous 
and responsible as was his position. He con
tinued :—We propose to give $10;000 per 
mile and a grant the same as that proposed by 
the late Government, of 20,000 acres, and we 
invite intending competitors to state the 
amount for which they will require the guar
antee at four per cent, in order to give them 
what they may deem a sufficient sum where
with to build the road. We know that soma 
think $10,000 per mile and 20,000 acres of 
land, supposing they realize oa an average $1 
an acre, will not build the road. It would 
more than build it in some parte, but from 
end to end it is evident it would not build it. 
The Intercolonial railway will cost $46,000 a

has cost so far as it has been carried, 
that is to Red River, $47,500, or 
$48,000 per mile in round numbers. That 
road traverses almost wholly a prairie region 
easily accessible, and where materials were 
easily found, and is altogether quite as fa
vourable as the most favourable spot of any 
part of our territories—with this advantage, 
that it wae much nearer to the producers of 
supplies than any portion of oer line except 
that oqjhe immediate borders of the lakes. 
The Central Pacific I will not touch, as the 
cost of that road was so enormous as not to 
afford any criterion at all, because of the ex
traordinary amount of jobbing connected 
with it. But, judging from thp cost of other 
raitwaya, we have do reason to suppose it 
will be possible to construct this line from 
end to end at a less price than $40,000 per mile, 
and it may exceed <h»t by several thousands of 
dollars. Parts of it will, of course, exceed 
that very much, though on the whole of the 
sections east of the Rooky Mountains some
thing in the neighbourhood of that figure will 
cover the outlay." The leader of the late 
Government farther stated that the rood 
could not be built as a commercial enterprise, 
snd expressed a desire that the gentlemen 
who undertook the responsibility should show 
him bow it was possible to construct a railway 
2,500 miles long out of the pockets 
df a population of four millions, 
«•sing, during almost its entire 
length, through an uninhabited country, 
and for a still greater portion of its 
length through a country of very
tough character. I am glad the time
has come when we can respond to the hon. 
gentleman. We are in a position to shoe- him 
now that that gigantic work can be accom
plished. and upon terms more favourable than 
any the most sanguine person in this couhtry 
ventured to look for. And I ask the hon. 
gentleman not to forget, now that he is sitting 
on the Opposition benches, that in estimating 
the cost as a Minister he felt he would not be 
doing his date if he did not draw the atten
tion of the House to the fact that when the 
road was constructed the liability resting upon 
the country would not be discharged, but just 
commencing. The hon. gentleman went oa 
to say “ Supposing it only takes the 
minimum amount estimated by Mr. Sandford 
Fleming, viz., $100,000,000, you have a pretty 
good idea of what it must cost the country 
in the end. When you double the debt of 
the country you will not be able to accomplish 
the borrowing of the sum of money That 
would be required to build the road, 
paying the attendant expense of inanage- 
“—* and the debt, interest, and every- 

oonnectod with it." The hon. 
opposite last session also en- 

very strongly upon our attention 
the fort that if we went on with this work

world to an expenditure of eighty to a hmn- 
dred million dollars for the oonsfcwrtten at 
the railway, we could hardly 

7 "Iw cost ef the i 
_ to borrow in the money markets of 

the world. The hon. gentleman said, •• Ü 
you add six per cent, upon the minimum 
amount to the exibting obligations of this 
country, you will bare, in addition to our 
present annual Widens, six millions of 
dollars, which, added to the cost of manage
ment, would prohètiy make a continuous 
drain of twelve million» of dollars before you 
would have a cent# to apply to the ordinary 
business of the country.’’ A rather startling 
ground for the hdfc. gentleman to take, but 
one which drinmendedStaelf to all those who 
listened to the hi*, gentleman's address. 
The hon. member for tiunhton continued 
“ Thpn we come tortlie consideration of what 
would be the position of the road after it 
was'completed. We heve it on Mr. Fleming’s 
authority, that until at least, three 
millions of people I are drawn into 
that uninhabited < territory, it is quite 
impossible to expert the road to pay its run
ning expenses. Mii Fleming estimates these 
at not less than eight million dollars per 
annum, and they have still further to be sup
plemented by the proportion of money 
required each year to renew the road. First 
we wouldipajbflOO,000,000 to build the roed, 
next $8.000,000 to operate it, subject to the 
deduction 4B whatever traffic the road 
received ; end, thirdly, we would have to re
new sleepers and rails every eight years nn- 
kee we used steel rails." This is the 
pleasant picture which the hon. gentleman 
himself drew for the consideration of 
the House and ooantry. And now 
it appears he hesitates to secure the construc
tion and operation of this roed for ever at a 
coat of $78,000,000. My hon. friend the 
leader of the Opposition no longer than a 
year ago waa good enough to give the House 
?» wto the sort of tins road, and the
liability that would be incurred, end I invite 
hie attention to his own estimate as he then 
gave it He said, -« Again, of course the 
through traffic depends on the roed being 
first-dees, and we must remember that 
after we have spent all the Minister proposes, 
we shall have, not a Pacific, but a colonisa
tion road. According to the system of 
construction, the cental section would cost, 
including the ether items I have mentioned, 
altogether over $42,600,000, leaving out 
entirely both ends. What we the ends to 
coet ? Forty-five million dollars is, as I have 
stated, the cost from Edmonton to Burrard 
laid on the west, and the coet from Fort 
WiLHam to Nipissing on the east the 
hon. member for Lambton estimates at 
$32,500,000. Thus the ends make up to
gether $77,000,000, the centre and the past 
expenditure to $42,500,000, making a total of 
$120,000,000.” And yet the hon. gentleman 
is startled and astounded, end exhibits the 
most wonderful alarm, when he finds a pro
posal laid on the table of the House to secure 
the construction of all that work, which at 
the cheapest rate was, according to him, to 
cost $120,000,000, for $78.000,000. TKe hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Blake) proceeded tolhy that 
besides this enormous expenditure to which 
he had referred, he did not know how many 
millions of interest there woffld be. He said : 
“ Six millions a year they had to consider fer 
running expenses, which Mr. Fleming esti
mated at eight millions, and which his (Mr. 
Blake’s) hon. friend (Mr. Mackenzie) esti
mated at a gross euro of $6,750,000 a year for 
the whole line, qt $4,500,000 a year from 
Fort William to the Pqyific. Of course against 
this sum was to he set the receipts, which 
in some section^ perhaps, would meet 
expenditure, butt to the early days, 
if not for 'a leng tune, he (Mr. Blake) 
believed the reed would have to be run at a 
loes. ” I know that Qiis is an authority for 
which the hoo. leader of the Opposition has a 
most profound resppct-Meteera and laughter) 
—and I trust that .in submitting such criti
cisms as in the interpste of the country every 
Government measure of this kind ought to re
ceive the bon. gentleman will not lose sight 
of the position he teokjin criticising our pro
posals twelve months ago. I will again re
vert to a criticism .with relation to the coat of 
a more valuable •„ character than that of 
the leader of the^ Opposition. No person 
perhaps esteems the hoe. gentleman's ability, 
certainly ae.a speeifd pleader, higher than I 
myself, or his general judgment when he 
gives a question the fair, candid, and un
biassed examination which a question like 
this under consideration deserves but does 
not always receive. But I will give the 
House an opinion which I estimate more 
highly than that of the leader of the Opposi
tion, aad that is the opinion of the gentle
man who, for five years as leader of the Gov
ernment of this country, dealt with this ques
tion, and was daily and hourly conversant 
with all its details—I mean the hon. leader 
of the late Government After all hie experi
ence, and after the experience of a year in 
Opposition, as well as of five years of ad
ministration, he undertook to give to the 
House his estimate as to what the road 
would coet He put it at $89,000,000.

THE MERITS OF THE BARGAIN.
I trust I have given to the House sufficient 

evidence to show not only that the proposal 
which I have the honour to submit to Parlia
ment is entitled to the favourable considera
tion of the Opposition, not only that it is 
greatly within the amount voted by this 
House in 1873, and subsequently in 1874, for 
the construction of the railway, but that it is a 
contract based upon figures which compared 
with those which hon. gentlemen oppo
site, after all their experience in connection 
with this work, regarded as altogether in
sufficient for its construction, are exceedingly 
favourable to.thii country. Now I am bound 
to say I never felt more grateful in Parlia
mentary life than when, notwithstanding the 
startling statements made by those hon. 
gentlemen, this House placed 100,000,000 
acres at the disposal of the Government for 
the purpose of constructing the railway. I 
knew that every intelligent man in this 
House and ont of it regarded that measure as 
of vital importance to the country. I knew 
they felt it was a duty we owed to the country 
to grapple with this great work, notwith
standing the enormous liability it involved. 
I knew it was a great demand to make upon 
Parliament for the Government to aak for 
permission to proceed with this great work, 
but we felt that, inasmuch as the construc
tion of this road waa required to develop the 
great North-West, inasmuch as it waa abso
lutely necessary to make that coun
try what it could be made, and to 
increase the population and resources 
of ' the whole Dominion, we were 
warrant*! in asking, at all events, that the 
lands otherwise napless should be utilized for 
the purpose of ita construction. The House 
can understand we, felt fully the responsibility 
pf asking foe this enormous amount of pub
lic money to be Expended . feeling u we
did that when we had constructed the work 
from end to end, and were ready to operate 
it, the still heavier responsibility rested upon 
the country of providing the means of suc
cessfully operating the road, for no man could 
shut out of sight the serious responsibility 
that the operation of 3,000 miles of railway 
through such a country would entail But 
Parliament felt that the construction of the 
road was absolutely necessary to the develop, 
meat of Canada, and they generously gave to 
the Government the assistance which they 
asked for, bat they d^d it under the convic
tion that we intended to apply three lands in 
such a way as would ultimately secure the 
people of the older provinces against taxation 
for the purpose of obstructing the railway. 
The Government were sensible of this 
generous feeling on the part of their 
supportons in this House in sustaining 
us, notwithstanding the fears and" the 
alarm that was sought to be created by hon. 
gentlemen opposite when they found them
selves tip Opposition. I say the House can 
understand the pleasure with which we meet 
the people of Canada tiirough their represen
tatives to-night, and are enabled to say 
tUt by the swans which we were au
thorized to use for the construction of this 
work, wo are in a position to state 
not only that the entire construction 
from end to end, out that the responsibility of 

" it hereafter, are to be taken off the 
of Canada for the insignificant eon-

.___ , Uke thereat to the
«•entry ef $2,000,000 per ananas, But wiH

be the ultimate cost, assuming that we have 
to pay the interest on all the money the syn- 
dseate will obtain under this contract. 
We are in a position not only to 
*ew that, but to show that out 
of the 100,000,000 acres of land that Parlia
ment placed two years ago at our disposal 
we have 76,000,000 acres left with which to 
meet the. $2,000,000 of expenditure, and that 
expenditure will be diminished until at no 
distant day we will not only have the proud 
satisfaction of seeing Canada assume an ad
vanced and triumphant position, but that she 
will be relieved from the expenditure of a 
single dollar in connection with the construc
tion or operation of this railway.

THE CRITICISM OF THE PRESS.
I may say that I have been greatly gratified 

at the criticisms that hare been bestowed upon 
the proposition we are submitting to Parlia
ment. Nothing hasgiven me mere confidence in 
thesoundnees of onr position, andthe impregna
ble attitude we occupy in Parliament or out 
of it, than the eriticiems to which this scheme 
hss been subjected by the press as far as I 
have seen it First I may speak of the Ottawa 
Citizen. The editor has evidently handed 
over his editorial columns not' only 'to 
a hostile hand but to s disingenuous writer, 
who was not willing to, put the farts fairly 
before the country ; end this strengthens me 
in my conviction of the soundness (3 the pro
position we are submitting to Parliament. If 
that contract contained objectionable features 
to which the attention of Parliament might 
be called, end that were sufficient to condemn 
it, where was the neceesity of the person who 
wrote the criticism m the Citizen misstating 
every clause in the contract that he 
commented «pen from beginning to end? 
I say nothing has more strengthened my con
viction in tiie soundness ot tins measure 
than these criticisms of the Ottawa 
Citisas, from which. I had hoped better things, 
or from the Free Press, from which I did not 
expert any different treatment, or the Globe 
newspaper of Toronto ; and when I take up 
these paper» and find that every criticism, 
every serious ground of attack, is based upon 
misstatements of what the contract contains, 
I am confirmed in my opinion that 
they found that contract unimpeachable, and 
that a fair and candid criticism would compel 
them to give their adhesion to it. When I 
look at these criticisms I sm reminded of 
the position a gentleman would occupy "who 
had made a contract for the construction of 
the Great Eastern—an enormous ship, greater 
in extent, and involving a greater expendi
ture, than any other ship that ever was built 
in the world—I am reminded of what would 
be the position of a man who, after 
building a ship, and finding it complete 
in every r!»|ttt. would be told by 
his employers that the ship was all right in 
design, material, and workmanship, but that 
there was a little twist in the jolly-boat which 
they did not like, snd on that account they 
did not think they would take her. I say, 
sir, that when we come to Parliament with a 
great measure Uke this, when we occupy a 
position in respect to the probable completion 
of this great work which twelve months ago 
the mostisanguine man in this country ooiud 
not have hoped we would oertp^, these hon. 
gentlemen hesitate. Although we have found 
gentlemen with great resources at their com
mand to go forward with an enterprise so 
essential to the progress of Canada ; although 
that work is to he completed on a purely com
mercial basis—these gentlemen, turning their 
backs ss they have been obliged to do upon 
their own declarations, again and again re
corded; still complain of the smallest details 
of the arrangement, which, happily, we have 
been enabled to place before Parliament. Bat 
for those remarks of hon. gentlemen opposite 
which have led mo-to betieve to the contrary, 
I should have thought that this was a measure 
for which I could have confidently asked the 
support not only of those who usually sup
port the Government, but of hon. gentlemen 
opposite, who stood committed by their votes 
and by the strongest possible statements of 
their leader» to the support of terms for the 
construction of this work much less favour
able than those embodied in the present con
tract. - ^ .
THE PERSONN EL OF THE SYNDICATE.

But, say these bon. gentlemen, •• we don’t 
like the company"—a remark meet libellons 
and insulting to the gentlemen who compose 
the syndicate. ___

Mr. MACKENZIE—-Who said so ?
Sir CHARLES TUPPER—The organ of 

hon. gentlemen in this city.
Mr. MACKENZIE—Do yon mean the 

Citizen f
Sir CHARLES TOPPER—Well, perhaps 

the Citizen is now the organ of hon. gentlemen 
opposite. I know that in the short space of 
twenty-four hours they were able to 
take the Ottawa Times out of our 
hands by some means—s “ human device" 
I believe they called it Bat, sir, I 
do not feel surprised that hon. gentlemen re
ject with scorn the imputation that the Free 
Press is their organ or speaks their senti
ments—a journal that attempts to throw 
obloquy upon gentlemen of the highest stand
ing in Canada and in the British Empire. 
The gentlemen who have undertaken this 
work stand before the people of this ooantry 
to-day in the strongest position that it u 
possible for gentlemen to occupy in relation 
to a great enterprise such as this. The Cana
dians engaged in the enterprise are men who 
are second to none in respect of commercial 
standing and capacity : and by their success 
in carrying oujt their own great railway en
terprises they have afforded us the best 
possible guaraneee for the manner in 
which they will fulfil tkbir engagements 
with the Government and Parliament 
of Canada. I may be told that the 
owners of the 8t. Paul, Minneapolis, and 
Manitoba railway are members of this syndi
cate ; and, sir, 1 am proud to know that this 
is the fact and for this reason : I say that, 
standing outride of this association, they 
were in a position of antagonism to Canada, 
because they were the owners of a line of 
railway to the south of the great North- 
West. We all know that the great barrier to 
the successful development of the North-West 
was that in the absence of a Canadian Pacific 
Railway our immigration was obliged to filter 
through the territories of the United States. 
The great efforts which have been made to 
secure immigration into the United States, 
and intercept those who were on the way to 
our North-West, have not been made by the 
Government of tbateountry, nor by tile Legis
lature of the State, but by the railway com- 
paniee, who have a personal interest m 
inducing these immigrants to settle upon 
their own territories. Why, sir, we have an
nexed a large portion of the State of Minne
sota to Canada in this way, and any man with 
a head on his shoulders will see kt once that a 
company who have engaged to build and ope
rate a road 660 miles from Thunder Bay to 
Nipissing, and who are to be the owners of a 
thousand miles ef road from Bed River to 
Nipissing, cannot afford to do anything less 
than attract along that route from the rail
way» to the south a volume of immigration 
to settle tiie land, for that alone 
can make their enterprise successful. The 
interest which these gentlemen have in the 
Canada Pacifie railway will be tenfold greater 
than any interest they ever had in tiie St. 
Taal, Minneapolis, and Manitoba rad way ; 
and I care not what their nationality may be, 
as the signatories of that contract Canada 
possesses m them the most undoubted evi- 
demse that they will spare no effort to secure 
traffic on the Canadian Pacific railway. Hon 
gentlemen seemed to think that this company 
would not bear the scrutiny and investira- tion which waa desirable. ^

Mr. MACKENZIE—Who said so »
Sir CHARLES TUPPER-I hope I did 

»rt do the leader ef the Opposition an irons- 
tice m thinking that my mention of the com
pany was received by him in the way in 
which he usually receives a sentiment with 
which be dose not agree.

5fa. BLAKE—I do not quite understand 
the hon. gentleman.

Sir CHARLES TOPPER—I say that this 
company embraces capitalists, both of 
our own and of other countries, whe 
are men of the highest character,
men whose names are the beet guarantees that coaid be offered the proplefTSms£
that any enterprise they ^ undertake wiU 
the*eontrao£l nrt'lMstate'to^8 tm“ °*

greater injury could have been inflicted on 
the people of Canada than to have made the 
conditions of the engagement so onerous that 
instead of insuring their successful fulfilment, 
they would hare led to failure. I say that 
everything that men could do for tiie purpose 
of obtaining thé best terms in their power 
has been done, but our idea has been that we 
owed it to Canada to make a contract that 
wae capable of fulfilment, to give those 
gentlemen a fair contract, and afford them a 
raw opportunity of grappling with this great, 
this gigantic enterprise that we were 
so anxious to transfer from our shoul
ders to theirs. And I would ask this 
House whether they think this contract, 
involving the great importance that it does, is 
one to sit down and cavil over, and to drive 
the most difficult bargain that could he driven, 
and perhaps lead to whato occurred when we 
made the contract in 1873, with terms largely 
in excess of those that this contract contains ? 
But that was not a contract that was capable of 
fulfilment, because tiie parties were unable in 
the then conditions of the country to raise 
the capital that was necessary. Now we ap
proached this question in that spirit, and I 
would ask every membe • of this House if_we 
should not be unworthy of representing the 
Parliament of Canada in the discharge of the 
publio business if we had not felt in the in
terests of Canada that this arrangement should 
be one that would obtain the command of the 
capital that waa required, and that would 
enable the parties engaged in this great work 
to make it thoroughly successful, as I trust it 
will be. We have reason to know that all 
that skill mid energy and a knowledge of pre
cisely such work will do has been done in 
order to make this a successful contract ; and 
I would aak hon. gentlemen opposite what 
more is desirable or necessary ? I have re
ferred to the position that these gentlemen 
occupy, bet I would just ask hon. gentlemen 
opposite whether we coaid have bad this con
tract carried oqt with the success we all de
sire, expect, and hope for, if we had made the 
contract with the strongest body of capital
iste that could be fodhd in the city 
of London ? We would, hare had 
English engineers with extravagant ideas, 
totally ignorant of the work ami the con
struction of railways through such a country, 
and-we should have at no "distant day, no 
nutter what their resources might be, a per- 
f* failure on their hands, »»/l worse than 
that, you would hare had discredit brought 
upon the country in consequence of the 
parties who had purchased their bonds 
failing to -obtain that interest which 
they justly expected from their investment. 
Whether you kick at the American, or the 
Canadian, or at the English, French, ot Ger
man gentlemen associated with this enter
prise, I believe that Canada has been most 
fortunate, rod the Government has been most 
fortunate, in having this work placed in their 
hands.

THE SECURITY.
It is stated that the security of one million 

dollars for the carrying out of the contract is 
too small. They say that a paid-up capital of 
five millions of dollars within two years and 
a deposit of one million dollars is too small. 
My opinion of security is this—that provided 
you get the parties who are most likely to 
deal successfully with the matter, the less 
security you demand the better, because in 
proportion as you lock up the resources of 
the party, the more you decrease his power to 
carry on his work successfully.

Mr. BLAKE—In order to improve the 
situation, let us strike out the clause about 
the million dollars.

Sir CHARLES TOPPER—Of coarse I am 
speaking within a certain latitude, and I 
would ask the hon. gentleman to turn'his at
tention to what was a somewhat similar 
work constructed on this continent—the 
Union Pacific railway—and I would ask 
him whether the capital of that company 
was larger, or whether the security given by 
them for the construction of the road was 
larger, than is now obtained with this com
pany. He may examine into the carrying 
out of any of those great works, and he will 
find that the security that the Government 
had was confidence in the parties engaged in 
the projects that they would carry them out 
to completion. The hon. gentleman will find 
that under this arrangement we hare the beet 
guarantee that these work* will be pushed 
rapidly to completion under the contract now 
proposed. The contract requires the parties 
to complete the road in ten years, that in 
July, lrol, it shall be carried to completion.
THE POSITION OF THE OLDER PRO- 

VINCES.
that although the hon. 

Opposition may have forgotten 
e liberty a year ago of express-

I may say, 
leader of the 
it, he took the 
ing his opinion, and to a certain extent, I 
suppose, his sympathy, with the deplorable 
condition in which the members from the 
province of Quebec found themselves. The 
non. gentleman said “ that Quebec had spent 
eleven millions of dollars which they could 
not afford tor the construction of a provincial 
railway, principsdly for the purpose of tap
ping the PadRc trade, and that Quebec had 
stretched out her arms towards the great 
West as far as this city for the purpose of 
securing that trade, and the question was 
how soon that expenditure is to be made 
available. Her road is paying as it is, what 
Quebec expected it should pay—some frac
tion of the interest on its construction. But 
they also expected it would bear the great 
trade of western traffic into her principal 
cities, and bring prosperity to her people ; 
but unless some through connection is 
made, these expectations on the part 
of Quebec would not be realized, 
if the eastern end was not constructed until 
the western was finished, and he hoped they 
would be alive to enjoy it?” I will not say 
that there was any sarcasm in these remarks. 
I will not say that the hon. gentleman was 
not shedding tears of sympathy when he was 
bemoaning the unhappy fate of Quebec ; but 
where are Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and 
Prince Edward Island, and where is the 
Province of Ontario ? Why, they stand in a

Ction to-day that a year ago would have 
l Jaughed at if we had ventured to pre
dict it. If we had said a year ago that at 

this session we should be able to provide a 
contract by which in 1891 all the cities of 
these provinces would have easy communica
tion with the greet North-West territories of 
Canada, it would have been considered im
possible of attainment What is of more 
vital importance to this province and the 
cities of the east, Montreal, Quebec, 
St John, and Halifax, than tiut they should 
have ready access to the great North-West? 
The fart is that that great country, with its 
millions of firms and abundant returns to the 
industry of the agriculture, must for years to 
come, during the development of its vast ter
ritory, depend noon the older provinces for 
its manufactures. Therefore it is of vital im
portance to every section of Canada, and to 
no portion more than the North-Vest, that 
there should be easy, rapid, and cheap com
munication established at an early day. Now, 
air, I will draw the attention of the House for 
a moment to what will be accomplished. The 
road is to be commenced on tiie 1st of July 
next at Caflendar station. near Lake Nipissing, 
and under this contract is to be proceeded with 
pari passa at such an annual rate of progress 
as will secure through connection by 1881. 
Now with regard to the distance. Everybody 
knows that the construction by this line will 
shorten tiie distance between all our great 
cities and Winnipeg, the present emporium of 
the North-West, % some 500 milee. Elut 
assuming that we had to go by Salit Ste. 
Marie", in the absence of any line at the north 
of Lake Superior, the distance by the Sanlt 
snd Duluth would be from Nipissing to Sault 
Ste. Marie 2$4 miles, from Sault Ste. Marie 
to Duluth 410 milee, and from Duluth via 
Emerson to Winnipeg 464 miles, making the 
total distance from Callendar station to 
Winnipeg 1,168 miles. That was the shortest 
route which, twelve months ago, the Govern
ment were able to hold out any expectations 
of obtain ing. Now we propose to secure tiie 
construction of a through line, to be com
menced oe the 1st of July next, which will 
shorten that distance by 111 mil*.

Mr. BLAKB-Thet ia, 1,060 from Wiuni-

, . ._ . . . _ Winnipeg
being 371 miles, so that the House will see 
we have the shortest possible line by which 
to reach Winnipeg. It will also see that the 
distance from Montreal to Callendar station 
is 354 miles, while the distance from Toronto 
by the Gravenhurst line is 226 miles, or 128 
miles lees than that from Montreal.

THE CONSTRUCTION STANDARD.
I may now advert for » moment to some of 

the objections which have been urged against 
this proposition. I am told the standard is 
too low, tha$ the standard of the Union Pa
cific railway is a very unfavourable standard, 
and that we ought to have selected something 
higher. Well, it is very well after having 
obtained the opportunity of making a con
tract to make severe stipulations, but when I 
have stated to the House the terms under 
which these parties have undertaken to con
struct this road, I think you will agree with 
me they were entitled to as favourable çon- 
sidération as we could give them, I should 
like to know what position the Government - 
of Canada would have been in which, after 
having offered $84,000,000 in 1876 to the 
company of which Sir Hugh Allan was 
the president, should ask the gentlemen 
who were undertaking to do the same work 
for $78,000,000 to make the terms more 
onerous than those of the previous contract 
If any bon. gentleman will turn to the con- 
tac» with tiie company of which Sir Hugli 
A11*» was president, he wUl find that it 
provided that the standard of construction 
and equipment of the Canadian Pacific rail- 
way should be the Union Pacific railway, and 
therefore we have gone as for as any member 
of this House or any fair-minded man will say 
we ought to go with reference to the 
standard. But what is this standard ? Why..
toerearehalf-a-dozen leading roads in theUnitedf
States to-day ef which the standard is mqr 
objectionable in grades and curves «»«- the 
of the Union Pacific ; therefore I think they 
is not much ground for cavil in that mnttm 
When the Union Pacific wae built the Gov 
eminent, which gave a much greater amoutx 
of aid to it than we are giving to this reac# 

that the standard ef the Baltimore an,oiuorailway should be put in the contra? 

a» the contract of the Union Pacifie, and th 
Baltimore and Ohio railway, as everyou. 
knows, ia a road that is doing an enormow 
traffic, and is regarded as a first-class roaa 
The Portland and" Ogdensburg railway, ai.s 
half a dozen other American lines, hare aU. 
a standard that cannot compare with thf 
standard we have selected. I need not de ta iv 
the House, therefore, by trying to shoV 
that it would have been utterly unreasonabl» 
for tiie Government of Canada to exact froc 
these gentlemen, who were agreeing to co> 
struct this road at so much less terms thv 
were agreed to in the Allan contract, a highex 
standard than we have done. But we have ' 
better guarantee than could be inserted in thf 
contract of the high standard of the road 
and that is, that these gentlemen are n< " 
constructing the road for the Government q 
Canada to work, but they are constructing ’ 
as their own property ; and when it is cor 
stractod, they have to furnish the means v 
maintaining and operating tiie road ; and 
every disadvantage of construction will fal 
upon them, and not upon us. And, sir, 
what would have been my position in de 
manding excessive terms in relation to the 
standard of the road when they had in their 
hands my own -statement, the statement of 
the Government of Canada, that with all the 
resources of this ooantry at our back we were 
compelled to lower the character of the road 
in order to construct a cheap line of railway, 
and that the lowest estimate we could make 
of the cost of such a work was $80,000,000, s 
sum in excess of the whole amount they were 
obtaining both in money and land, computing 
the land at a dollar an acre ? I think, there
fore, I need not detain the House by dealing 
with the question of the standard of the road. 

THE SUBSIDY DIVISION.
Nor, sir, will I detain the House very long 

upon the other point that has been raised, 
and that is the mode upon which the money 
is being divided. I have shown the cost of 
tiie Pembina branch at the lowest rate at 
which we can now pet it. If hon. gentlemen 
have paid any attention to the deplorable 
description that the late first Minister gave 

-ns a year ago as to the difficulties they would 
have to surmount between Red River aad 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains, I think they 
will come to the conclusion that the amount 
is not extravagant I call the attention of the 
House to this fact The Government want 
that road pushed through Red River to the 
foot of the Rocky Mountains as fast as it ca» 
be done.

THE SYNDICATE’S PROGRAMME.
The syndicate intend the road to be com

pleted to the foot ot the Rocky Mountains at 
the end of three years from the present time. 
If it bethought a gigantic work to build 300

of these gentlemen completed between 200 
and 300 railed of rtilway themselves, through 
a somewhat similar countsy ; and therefore 
it is not an extravagant statement for them 
to make in stating that they intend to con
struct to the foot of the Rocky Mountains in 
three years, and to build 300" miles of this 
road during the coming reason. What does 
that involve ? It involves the expenditure of 
an enormous amount of capital at the outset. 
The very moment this contract is ratified by 
Parliament these gentlemen have to put their 
hands in their pockets Mid not only rake 
therefrom a million dollars to deposit with us 
as security, but they have to putffheir hands 
into another pocket the next hour and Uke 
out another million to equip the road ; and 
that will be done within the course of the 
year. After reading tiie lachrymose state
ments of the hon. leader of the late Govern
ment about these lands and the difficulty of 
getting them sold, it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that with all their energy and 
industry it will take two or three years 
before they can make these lands to any 
large extent serviceable by a return of money 
from their sale. These gentlemen have, 
therefore, at the outset to lay out an enor- 
moqg sura of money for equipment and in 
providing the plant necessary to run that 
work during the coming three years ; and 
they have in the next place to wait for a con
siderable period before they can receive any 
return for toe lands. At the end of the 
three year» all that plant will, of course, be 
applicable to the other sections. I believe, 
therefore, the more it is examined the more 
it will be found that in the division of money 
no injustice has been done, and 
three whe place confidence, not in us, 
but in the statement of the leader 
of the late Government, have only to take his 
own statement», which have been read to
night, and that waa his estimate of $30,000 
per mile for the portion to be constructed 
west of Red river, to perceive the advantage 
of the proposed arrangement. There is an
other million they have to put their hands 
into their pockets to pay us, and that is for 
the work" we have constructed west of Red 
river, and the material we have on hand ap
plicable for the purposes of construction. 
Under these circumstances hoo. gentlemen'» 
minds will be relieved to know that we have 
made the very beet division of the money, if 
the enterpri* ia to prove anything but a"fail
ure. Thereiaagreetexpenditureof money fobs 
made at the very outset in bringing people to 
this country. I regard this proposal to se
cure the construction of the Canada Pacific 
railway by the agency of this company as of 
the most vital importance from the point of 
view that, instead of having to struggle with 
railway companies in competition for imn 
grants, we will have a 
pany with all its
States, France, Germany,_______ ■ ■
Islands, co-operating with the 0 overrent of 
Canada. But all that will involve a present 
outlay of a very large sum of money by these 
gentlemen. The only hope they can have of 
having any means ' of sustaining the 
railway, if it ia constructed, ia by 
getting population as rapidly as pro- 
- "he fertile valleysmt the North-

thus furnish tiie traffic which 
3 port the operation of this red-

railway com- 
■ the United 

and the British

•ibl# rate
Wsat,

THE TAX EXEMPTIONS.
I anr told that «noth* very objectienahto

Restore is the exemption of 
’taxation. I have no hesitsti 
would have been very glad if 
"the contract, if it were onl 
■trong prejudice that exists 
on that question. But there 3 
we had to consider. One w 
best bargain we could fori 
other was not to impose term 
beingof any material advantage 

■ would be likely to lead to 
money markets of the world, 
pectus was placed on those ma 
one will understand that the 

J 3e1?1 to tl,e taxation is not i 
IÇhti'teat degree from that in 

aSst year. \\ hen we were const: 
as a Government work, when 
was constructing it by dire 
agency, no taxation c.mti hav, 
these lands until they were 
they were occupied. "No pr 
polity, or corporation of any 1 
or that could be created here 
pose the slightest tax on those 
were sold or occupied : and 
sold or occupied now, that it 
liable to taxation. I will not 
the question of the road itse; 
from taxation, because hon. 
<*ly to turn to the laws of th 
The policy of the Governnien 
States has always been, that 1 
of railway, the roadway, the 
stations, everything emorace 
railway, should be exempt 
One of the judges of the 
United States declared that 
lines ef road were natioi 
public easements, that as 
the benefit and advauuemei 
country, they should not 
taxation, State or municir 
therefore, only followed th 
has prevailed m the United 
which hon. gentlemen oppe 
incumbent upon ns. What i 
We were asking these 
forward and take a position 
shrank. I.do not hesitate 
portant as the enterprise 
meut felt it was one of rnor. 
and trembled almost when tl 
great cost ef construction 
the road when construct, 
when we were shifting fro 
to the shoulders of a private 
responsibility, I ask this H 
to tell me whether they do n 
far as we could, we ought to 
gentlemen in as favourable a 
construction of the road as i 
reives ? That is ail we have 
have said before, the moraen 
utilized they become lia tie 
have been told that the lands 
Company being free from tax 

Mr. MACKENZIE—They 
from taxation.

Mr. BLAKE—They were 
large landholders.

Sir CHARLES TUPPE 
owned in large blocks. Thei 
half as bad.

Mr. BLAKE—No ; this is 
Sir CHARLES TUPPER 

takeu care they shall not owi 
We have met the difficulty, 
bat, as I said before, these 
sell their lauds. It is imp 
the road without bringing i 
the country as rapidly as po 

. this is a gigantic mouopoly- 
- free the lands from taxatioi 
bat yon create a monopoly.’* 
strong point in our case, it is 
tiie terms of the Allan cc 
54,000,000 acres of land wc 
you call it locked up, by Hei 
hands of a company. Unde 
only 25 000,000 acres of 1» 
served. Under the Allan , 
-and the terms of the Canada 
Act of 1874, contractors 
to have .their lands in 
of twenty miles square 
contract the Government 
of every alternate mile over t 
and along the whole line of 
there be any monopoly ? 
teens of the late Governmer 
ernment was bound as the G< 
United States was bound ii 
Union Racific rail wav to abi 
an acre under $2.50. Une 
however, we are free to give 
that remains in our possess 
public interest warrant it. ] 
non. gentleman opposite pre 
upon us than that of not sel 
low $2.50 an acre ; but we a 
only too glad to plant a f 
every acre belonging to the < 
hold on the monopoly noi 
of 54*000,000 acres bel 
in blocks of twenty miles o 
road, instead of our being b 
less than $2.50 an acre, we a 

„ settlement the 29,000.000 
ment retains, to utilize it m 1 
country, over and above 1 
the syndicate, or can sell ai 
minimum fixed by the terms 
about the terms of a year ag 
solution Parliament passed 
propriation of 100,000,000 ac 
see how absolutely Pai lian 
at the disposal of the Gove 
“y "ay possible to secure 
of the railway. Instead o 
ever to a monopoly, as ii 
those 100,000,000 acres, w 
m our own hands, to be m 
the interests of Canada hy 

by sales to return to 
quired to be paid under th 
syndicate. As I said be 
tion of freedom from 
the lands is not new. In ] 
passed in the United States 
the International Railway 
consolidated under the nan 
national and Great Norther 
l*»ny, which provides simili 
been enacted as regards ot1 
Paines in various States < 
the lands of the company : 
taxation. The United Sti 
has given great land grants I 
what is called the “ head gr 
*n one case a company wi 
select in any part of "the 
Texas — that magnificent 
has excited the admin 
gretieiarn opposite — the 
fol and _ fertile areas 
hindrance or any responeil 
Ihe company received twent 
acres each of the unappropria 
State tor each mile of railroa. 
or may hereafter be constru 
the Act of 1870, “the said c 
eessurs and assigns, to have ti 
the said lands as head rights 
tacessity of alternating thi 
laid lands and certificates to 
all county, State, municipal, 
for a period of twenty-th 
moment our lands, howeve 
Become liable to taxation. 1 
States law they remain free 
years after coming into 
private purchasers. The 
ef the kind here. Th 
■nds are utilized or sold—m 
eannot afford to keep them fi 
it will add more to tiie value 
than would be possible in 
they fall under taxation.

THE LOCATK 
The location of the railway 

»«t under the term of this c 
■on is to be submitted for thi 
■overnor-General-in-connciL
tote to say that this compam 
tetter able to locate tiie road 
ernment _They have a mor 
oirect mt#^t in putting it 
™ow how to make it short®
•■ early completion. The G<

:*hc matter that persons 
the power of g

i work» as are __
1» toy jatigese 

there should 1 
ovides, that is, ti 

—1 should have the ;
► I believe their own 

" toe best


