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chapter I.
Mr. Duff, the worthy and respected 

agent of the Central Bank at Tollkirk, was 
startled by his teller, James Hamilton, 
coming to him to say, jnst as the banker 
had signed the last official letter before pro­
ceeding to lock up the safe : " I am
sorry to say, sir, the cash appears to be 
one hundred pounds short.’ James was 
very pale as he spoke, and. despite his 
efforts to prevent it, his voice trembled. 
A stranger could not have told whether 
the youth’e agitation was the result of

Du?1knew him too well to let the 
latter alternative dwell in his mind fer 
even a moment ; but the lad’s excitement 
was somewhat infectious, and it was with 
just a little throb that he replied : “ You 
are joking, Jamie.” Mr. Duff leaned 
back in his chair and nibbled the feather- 
end of hie quill as he looked in the lad’s 
face. .

“ I was never more senous m my life,’ 
reiterated Hamilton.

••Itis some mare’s-nest, depend upon 
it,” said Mr. Duff, in a tone that partly 
reassured the poor fellow. ** Have you 
been very busy at the desk to-day, 
James ?”

“ That is the mystery of it, sir 
have not been busy. Hardi; 
of our cash-book are filled.

“ A hundred pounds ! H’m ! I’m go­
ing up-stairs to dinner. In the meantime 
check your consummations and your cash, 
and by and by I’ll come in and lock up the 
safe with ye.”

The teller went from the banker’s room 
to the outer office with a grave face. Mr. 
Duff, who lived with his family, as is cus­
tomary in Scotland, in a very commodious 
house attached to tile bank, sent his let­
ters to be copied by the junior clerk, and 
then went leisurely up stairs to dinner.

Mr. Duff’s was for a man who does not 
object to permanent residences in a pro­
vincial town, a very easy and pleasant 
mode of life. His work was not hard, nor 
were his responsibilities very heavy. He 
had a pretty and comfortable home in an 
old-fashioned country town, and although 
his wife lay in the churchyard on the brae 
by the riverside these ten years, still he 
had two of the prettiest girls in Tollkirk— 
Minna and Mary Duff (besides Jenny, the 
married daughter, who lived in Edinburgh) 
—whose delight it was to make his life 
sunny and happy. He was naturally— 
being known to possess private means, and 
on account of his official capacity as the 
dispenser of discounts and custodian of 
the wealth of the neighbourhood—a man 
of some importance in Tollkirk’s best so­
ciety. He was magistrate and farmer as 
well as banker ; and on Sundays, for many 
a long year, he had stood beaming behind 
“ the plate" at the entrance to the “auld 
kirk.” Everybody knew him, and he 
knew eveiybody ; and perhaps nobody re­
spected him the less because he pretty 
well knew to within a pound or two what 
every rate-payer on his side of the country 
was worth financially.

He took life very easy, as I have said ; 
making no undue fuss when an accommo­
dation bill was presented to him, if he knew 
—as he was certain to know—the pedi­
gree and progress through life of drawer 
and indorser. He was protected, too, by 
his Edinburgh employers as a man Gf 
prudence and sagacity, who never mad» 
bed debts, never troubled them with ap­
plications for rise of salary or transfer of 
agency—whose books always stood the 
minutest inspection, and who, speaking 
generally, wanted no favours from them. 
Rather, granted favours, by occasional in­
vitations to visit him at Tollkirk, 
there is unsurpassed trout and 
fishing, besides magnificent “ links” for 
golf, and where the local distillery yield» a 
Bqaid of more than local reputation. The 
city-birds were not slow to accept such in­
vitations, Mr. Duff being over a tumbler of 
toddy the best of company, and generous 
in the matter of horses and fishing rods. 
The chief inspector of the bank came often 
enough to woo the fair Jenny, the eldest of 
the family, and took her away with him 
one summer day, to the general bereave­
ment of Tollkirk.

The banker did not hurry over dinner 
on the particular afternoon of which I 
write. When he went up stairs he did not 
give a second thought to James Hamilton’s 
pale face, but quietly settled himself in 
his armchair, after doing justice to his 
simple repast, to read for the second time 
the report of his own recent great speech 
at the parochial board, given at length in 
Tollkirk Herald, the fine roll of his own— 
somewhat improved--spoken sentences 
seen in black and white, communicating 
a pleasing sense of complacence and im­
portance as influencing public opinion. It 
^ss nearly 7 o’clock before Mr. Duff re­
membered that he had not yet locked up 
his safe, and that his clerk was probably 
waiting below for him. He was surprised 
when he opened the office door—leading to 
the b»U of his house—to find Hamilton 
still bending over his cash-book with an 
expression of deep anxiety on his face, 
and bundles of bank-notes lying on the 
desk before him.

•• What, James, still in the fog ?" he 
asked cheerfully, as he came in. “ Not 
found your difference yet, eh ?”

•• I am one hundred pounds Aort, sir, 
without doubt.’’

Hamilton had toiled through every en­
try over and ever again, had counted and 
recounted hie bundles of notes, and now 
had very sharply defined fear in his heart, 
and a vision in the background of his im­
agination of a dearly-loved old mother 
waiting for him at home, and who was ill 
able to bear the responsibility of such a 
lose—if loss it should move to be.

“ A mare’s-nest. I’ll be bound,” Mr 
Duff said good-natujedtyytaking Hamilton’s

and with a keen eye he went "over 
entry, very carefully, too, he counted the 
cash and recounted it, but only to find 
that Hamilton’s words were too true. The 
cash was undoubtedly one hundred pounds 
short.

•' I think we had better sleep over it,” 
Mr. Duff said at last, looking at his watch.
“ The difference will turn up in the 
morning, you may depend upon it." Then 
the cash and books were carried into the 
safe and the office closed for the night.

Poor Hamilton lay awake nearly all 
night thinking over some probable cine to 
the whereabouts of the missing money. 
Never before had he left the bank with 
such a dread upon his mind, for he felt cer­
tain that he had gone over -each item of 
the day, that he had not overpaid any one 
to such an extent ; and he knew that on 
him devolved the responsibility to make 
good any such deficiency. He hardly 
spoke to his mother ss he ate what she 
called his “ruined dinner”—spoiled by 
'hree hours’ waiting in the oven—nor 
eould she get from him all through the 
evening a hint of the cause of his trouble. 
She^j -----

i gloom,
how her boy’s heart lay in regard to the 
banker’s younger daughter ; but her son’s 
reply was equivalent to a snub.

He was in the office two hours before 
official bank-hours on the following morn­
ing ; but no track of the missing money 
oonld be found. During the day, all thé 
banker’s customers who had on the pre­
vious day been paid large sums, ware 
asked to check the payments ; but when 
four o’clock arrived and the cash had again 
to be counted, the balance still showed one 
hundred pounds short If the money had 
been paid away, in error, no man had been 
honest enough to return it Then for the 
fimt time m the history of the Tollkirk 
branch, a deficiency in the cash had to be

reported to the heed offioe. A hundred 
pounds to a rich scan may seem a small 
matter to worry over ; but to James Ham­
ilton, who* yearly salary, after ten years’ 
faithful and oonsoientions service did not

mothe
id pounds,

ive for the help of a trifling an-

«5 ■ mut VI tue uiun vi H1B trou Die.
guessed and hinted that perhaps 

\ Dnf^ “ tiie little flirt,” had eome- 
to do with hie gloom, for she knew

the help of
nuity left by her husband-wee in a great 
measure dependent upon him—the liability 
to refund this sum weighed heavy. He 
become anxious and nervous, not being al­
together certain that the authorities of the 

might net suspect him of having ap­
propriated the money ; and from very 
nervousness was guilty during the next 
tow days of making several small mistakes 
in hie cash dealings, which confirmed him 
in the belief that he had paid the money 
to some unscrupulous rascal who did not 
mean to acknowledge it.

It seemed an age, although in reality 
barely a month had passed, before a note 
from Mr. Tait, the chief inspector (Mr. 
Duffs son-in-law), set the matter at rest. 
•‘ In consideration,” the note ran, •• of the 
admirable mode in which the business of the 
branch at Tollkirk baa hitherto -been con­
ducted, the directors have agreed to wipe 
off the deficiency in cash, which it may be 
hoped will yet turn up and be recredited ; 
but in doing so it must be firmly kept in 
view that the directors by no means estab­
lish the present ease as a precedent, and 
must remind the gentleman who haa charge 
of the bank’s cash at Tollkirk that at no 
future time will the directors be disposed 
to relieve him of the responsibility attach­
ing to his offioe."

“ There, Jamie, take that to your 
mother,"said Mr. Duff kindly, handing the 
official note to Hamilton. “ I thought 
Peter would manage it” (referring to hi» 
son-in-law, the inspector), •• but ire maun 
oa’ canny," said the banker, relapsing into 
broad Scotch, to put the reproof, if such it 
might be called, m the gentlest form, to 
spare the lad’s feelings.

There were tears of relief in Hamilton’s 
eyes as he read the note. “ That is gener­
ous treatment, sir ; I was afraid they would 
roup (sell by auction) me and my old 
mother out of Tollkirk."

“ Roup ye? I couldn’t spare ye, lad.”
Then the youth went home to his 

mother jubilant, a burden lifted from him.
But on the next evening, after business 

hours, Hamilton’s face was whiter than 
ever. His hands were trembling; he 
fumbled over his cash, and “ cas?’ and 
" recast” the long columns of figures on 
his cash-book. It was market day, a busy 
day, and large sum» had passed into and 
out of his hands. To his horror he found 
his cash three hundred pounds short ! He 
had not the courage on this occasion to go 
to Mr. Duff’s room with his plaint. But 
the banker saw at once as he passed 
through the office on his way up the stairs 
that something wae wrong.

“ You are late, Mr. Hamilton." (Mr. 
Duff never in a general way called James 
“ Mr.” Hi» doing so now implied mis-
^To, sir ; but I think I won’t be 
long his Ups felt parched from excite­
ment.

“ Are you readv to lock up the safe with 
me?”

“ Not quite. If you are in no hurry, 
sir, perhaps we can lock up when you come 
down.”

'• Very weU.”
Mr. Duff went up stairs ; but on this oc­

casion he did not linger over his meal. 
When he came down, half an hour later, 
Hamilton was not ready to lock the safe. 
He was sitting looking into 8 Dace, his head 
resting on his hands.

“ Have you balanced your cash now?” 
Mr. Duff asked, with just a perceptible 
edge of annoyance in histone.

* ‘ No, sir, I differ three hundred pounds. ”
“ Over or short ?*’
“ Short, sir !”
“ Mercy on us I This will net do. You 

must bestir yourself and—find it I have 
to go out to a meeting to-night.” The 
banker sprite sternly.

Hamilton once more, under Mr. Duff’s 
eye, nervously went ever his figures and 
ooonted his cash. The deficiency could in 
no way be accounted for,

•' This is terribly awkward, James.”
There were tears in the youth’s voice as 

he uttered : “ Yea, sir; and it will drive 
me mad.”

When Mr. Duff returned from hie meet­
ing at 11 o’clock, Hamilton was as far from 
peace as ever. The younger clerk had 
gone away. Again the banker tnd Hamil­
ton went over each item together—in vain.

“ We can’t report this to the head offioe, 
whatever happens," quoted Mr. Duff
grimly.

“ What iis to be done, air ?”
•‘ Find it !"
They looked blankly in each othera’ 

faces. Both men went to bed with heavy 
hearts ; nor did the search next day throw 
any light on the mysterious transaction. 
Mr. Duff could not bring himself to report 
this second deficiency to hie head office, 
and the only alternative left wae to refund 
the amount from his own private means. 
This, as may be imagined, he did very re­
luctantly ; and for the first time in his 
experience he watched the younger men, 
and perhaps his trusted teller, too, with 
just a faint and irrepressible glimmering of 
suspicion. A mistake of tills sort might 
happen once ; bnt to happen a second tune 
a» so short an interval, made him uneasy 
on other matters than mere loss of money. 
He had a frame-work of mahogany and 
glass made for Hamilton’s desk, so that no 
one could come near the cash in future but 
Hamilton himself. And so, with what 
grace he could summon, and with many 
grave warning», Mr. Duff paid the •• short’’ 
money, having, as he said, to “grin and 
bear it.”

For a week or so things worked well un­
der the new arrangement ; but fer the 
third time Mr. Duff was destined to see 
Hamilton poring over his books 
after bank hours, this time to hear on 
quiry that the luokleae lad was short by 
no lees an amount then five hundred 
pounds ! Had the shrewd, quick-witted 
James Hamilton, after ten years of faith- 
ful service, become suddenly dolt ?

“ This is beyond endurance,” the banker 
said sharply, as the fact was communicated 
to him.

“ It is most strange,” replied the help­
less teller, feeling that the fates were 
against him.

“ It is possible you oan have paid the 
■way.” 
is gone, sir.”

“ Then yon must find it. I oan no 
longer be responsible for your blunder». 
Here is no less than nine hundred pounds 
in lees than six weeks, to be accounted for. 
Many a one has been sent across the sea 
for less.’’

The youth put his hands over hie face 
and fairly burst into tears. “ I must give 
it up, sir. I can’t stand this. I must 
leave the plaoe.”

Mr. Duff was looking at him with very 
keen eyes as this sobbed ont. “ Leave 
Tollkirk ? Understand, Mr. Hamilton, 
that you dare not leeve Tollkirk before this 
matter is cleared up."

For the greater part of the night the men 
eat up searching ; but when the morning 
came they were as far away from the mark 
as ever.

Mr. Duff, much to the surprise of cus­
tomers of the bank, next day, “ took over" 
the cash himself, and, rather awkwardly 
from want of practice, became his own 
cashier. Hamilton wae degraded to sub­
ordinate duties. His spirit, poor fellow, 
was fairly broken. No trace of the miming 
money oonld be found. Of course Mr. 
Duff oonld not long continue acting as 
teller. The work interfered with even 
more important duties.

A son of Mr. Traill, the parish minister, 
who was employed at the Aberdeen branch 
of the seme bank, at this time visited Toll- 
kirk, and being of the same craft, spent a 
good deal of hie time in Mr. Duff’s oem- 
pany. The subject of the miming money 
wss broached and diem seed between them.

was en- 
andthe

ton, and feeling sorely in need of oapahle 
help, proposed that George should apply to 
the directors of the bank for the appoint­
ment of the Tollkirk branch. So ft came 
about that in a short time George Traill, a 
shrewd, practical business man, relieved

Mr. Dnff at the telling-table, in order to 
familiarise himself with the fsoee of the 
bink's customers. For some days all went 
well. Then oame market day. At close of 
the day Mr. Traill’s cash was five hundred 
pounds short.

CHAPTER H.
Dismay tell on the quiet little bank at 

Tollkirk. The former uneasiness became 
in the offioe a panic. Hamilton had been 
made ill by the anxiety of his position, and 
was in bed on the day that Mr. Traill’s de­
ficiency occurred. After closely scrutin­
izing every entry in the books, Traill oame 
to the conclusion that be had not paid the 
money in excess to any one, and that the 
notes must have been stolen by acme one 
on the premises. The bank's safe was 
duly examined ; but the looks bore no 
marks of being tampered with. The win­
dows and doors of the offioe were unaffected, 
and Mr. Duff’s domestics—who swept out 
the offioe -had been his servant and were 
known to him for years. The matter was 
on this occasion reported to the bank’s head 
offioe; but thenoe oame the cold inti­
mation that no further deficiency could be 
made good, and referring the bank agents 
to their recent letter to that effect of such 
and such a date.

Mr. Duff began to think the place was 
haunted. Wherever the money was gone 
it had to be paid up ; raising the total 
losses made in this mysterious way to the 
unpilatable sum of fourteen hundred 
pound» in less than three months. The 
mystery was all the deeper that during the 
day of the difference in Traill’s cash, it had 
happened there had not been a single cash 
payment amounting to five hundred pounds, 
Then mere oame vague rumours—such as 
the police, had the matter paeeed into their 
hands, would certainly have made use of 
—that there was an itinerant locksmith, a 
gipsy, in the neighbourhood to whom 
popular rumour attributed almost miracul­
ous power in the manipulation of lock». 
Yet, it would take a very clever locksmith 
indeed to open the Central Bank’s safe un­
heard in the house, and to close it again 
without leaving trace of his work. The 
safe had a foundation of eight feet of stone, 
and was coated Oh the floor, wall and roof 
with a two-inch plate of solid iron. The 
doors were, of course, of iron, and each— 
there were four doors—had two keys and 
separate locks. Through the lock of the 
outer iron door an iron Dolt was each even­
ing shot down from Mr. Duff’s bed-room 
above, and while that bolt wae down no 
key in the world could open the door. It 
was necessary to be in Mr. Duff’s bed-room 
before the bolt could be drawn or dropped.

No longer was Mr. Dnff able to leave the 
bank with an easy mind for a 2 o’clock 
luncheon—with forty winks to follow—as 
had been his custom these twenty years. 
He wae closely on the watch. Yet there 
was no visible cause for suspicion. Bankers 
and clerks were fast becoming demoralized 
—in the military sense—from sheer fright, 
accelerated by mystery, and a sense of 
utter helplessness in face of it. Mr. Duff 
might far better beloeing his fortune on the 
Stock Exchange, or throwing his money 
away on turf speculations ; in these there 
would be some remote chanoe of profit, if 
not satisfaction in losing his property. His 
bark had up to this time sailed in smooth 
seas, had even hitherto floated In a sheltered 
bay, unexposed to financial tempests or 
breakers ; bnt now a leak of a dangerous 
sort had sprung, as likely, he imagined, to 
ingulf him at hu anchorage as any buffet­
ing of waves in open sea.

Mr. Duff became a changed man. He 
was thin and worn and ill with anxiety 
and watching. They were all watching. 
Traill was watching Hamilton ; Hamilton 
turned a keen glahoe on the boys ; the 
boys kept their eyes very widely open all 
around. Mr. Dnff was unwilling to put 
the matter in the hands of the local police, 
knowing that the first to be suspect would 
be his dorks, and that the affair would 
speedily become town gossip. Secretly 
Mr. Duff began to think the place wae 
bewitched.

His partner, George Traill, being called 
upon to pay up half of the £600, resolved 
to get to the botton of the matter. He had 
a bed fitted up in the banker’s basin ei 
room, and determined to spend his nights 
there until some solution of the problem 
presented itself. His transfer from the 
Aberdeen branch seemed jnst then to prove 
a bad bargain. The keys of the safe, it 
should be mentioned, numbering eight, 
were placed every night after the locking 
npof the safe and the dropping of the iron 
bolt from the banker’s bedroom, in a strong 
box, the key of which was always carried 
by Mr. Duff. George Traill, armed with 
a revolver, in spite of Mary’s protests, and 
Mr. Doffs jeers, occupied the room where 
the bed had been fitted there, and waited 
philoeonhioally the course of events. He 
slept little for the first night or two ; bnt 
no intruder oame to disturb his repose. 
The long, dull hours crept on without ad­
venture or other result than to make Traill 
sleepy and cross earing the following daye. 
The bankers were beginning to despair of 
discovering the thief. Yet Traill—despite 
Mr. Duff’s perfectly reaeonable argument 
that if any man broke into the safe it 
would not be £500 that would satisiy him, 
nor would he likely riak a second or third 
visit—continued to spend his nights in the 
bank.

At daybreak, however, on a certain morn­
ing in the following week, Traill, who 
slept very lightly, wae suddenly awakened 
and startled by hearing the bolt that 
paeeed through the look of the enter doer 
of the lame drawn iharply op. He could 
hardly believe the evidence of his ears, 
thinking perhaps that he had dreamed. 
But the “ click" wae still reverberating, 
exaggerated ae all sounds are in the stiff 
ness of night. If the bolt wae really lifted, 
the person that drew it up muet be in the 
room where Mr. Duff slept. Traill was a 
courageous man ; bnt in spite of himself, 
he trembled as he felt for and examined 
his revolver. When the reverberation sub­
sided, there was a silence for a few mo­
menta as of Death, Sleep’s twin brother. 
Then he thought he heara, afar off, a door 

en, followed by a step on the stairs, 
len a light showed at the seam under 

the door ; presently the door opened, and 
a man entered, carrying in one hand a 
lighted candle, in the other a bunch of 
keys. The revolver was firmly held in 
Traill’s grip, and before firing, he was 
about to utter a dry of weening, whs* he 
noted that the figure paid no heed to hie 
presence, bnt passed him, making straight 
for the safe door. In the dim light, to 
his astonishment, he distinguished the 
fixed, even rigid features of his friend and 
partner Mr. Duff! His eyee were wide 
open, and he moved with his usual delib­
eration, but with an air of stern preooon- 
"ition quite foreign to hie working habita, 

raill saw at a glanoe that the banker wae 
slking in his sleep.
Hi» tost impulse wraa to seize him and 

wake him ; but a moment’» reflection de­
cided him to wait the natural issue of 
event». Mr. Dnff without hesitation or 
fumbling, chose the right keys for the 
outer door, and pushed it, as the look 
■prang back, slowly open ; then the 
wicket-gate, the inner door, and so on, 
until he disappeared silently in the 
vault-like shade of the strong-room. When 
he reached the inner safe, he took from the 
well-packed store of pound notes—Trail 
eagerly watching him from the door—a 
bundle containing five hundred ; he noiae- 
leealy shut and looked each door as he re- 
treated. He passed within arm’s length 

’i’ 11 1 ~ bundle of nc
candle ; lef 

. . - partner-
slowly up stairs to his bedroom, where he 
deliberately dropped the bolt back in its 
place, and finally laid the keys carefully, 

ently counting them, in their usual 
place in the box fixed in the wall for the 
porpeee. Traill expected that he would 
then retire to bed : but it wae evident 
that the somnambulist had not yet flni.l,»d 
his night’s w<wk. Having safely put away 
tbs keys, hs lifted his eeqillc and again 

it down stairs, carrying the notes in his 
hand. Traill followed him through the 
kitchen and out into the oourt-yard be­
hind. With the seme purpose-like delib­
eration that he had shown at the «de, he 
now marchen to—the unvarnished truth, O 
romantic reader, must be recorded—to the 
pigsty ! Arrived there, he lifted a .loose

fold of thatch that rested on a slab of stone 
in the rickety roof, secreted the bundle of 
notes there, replaced the thatch carefully, 
and then turned with an air of relief and 
went in doors.

Traill did not disturb him, did not even 
take the trouble to follow hie partner to 
see if he reached his bed safely, but sprang 
eagerly to the loose thatoh, in whioh. snug­
ly lying, he found the oomfortable sum of 
one thousand nine hundred pounds in bank­
notes I He eould net help laughing as he 
stood there in the dim gray morning, hard­
ly half clad, for the pursuit had not been 
without excitement. '• An expensive 
rooffing for Duff’s pigs," he murmured, 
gathering the various dusty bundles to­
gether and retreating indoors from the 
cold morning air.

“ I think. Duff,” said Traill seriously, 
when they met in the offioe after break- 
”t—“ I think, to make certain that no 
thief, or witch, or ghoet has been tamper­
ing with the cash daring the night, we had 
better count the cash henceforth in the 
morning as well as at night ; that will 
make certain whether the money disap­
pears by night or during the day."

Mr. Duff assented.
“ Suppose you begin this morning."
Again Mr. Dnff assented ; and with re­

luctant fingers, at his partner’s sugges­
tion, counted the money. “Powers of 
darkness !" he exclaimed, “ I shall not 
stay another day in this house. The cash 
is again five hundred pounds short !” Had 
Mr. Duft not been » remarkably bald man 
he would probably have tom his hair in 
agony.

** How much do you reckon your pigs 
cost you annually, Duff?” Traill asked, 
with an apparent irrelevance and, as Mr. 
Doff thought, flippancy.

“ Piga ! Hang the pigs ! Hang the 
bank ! and—Yes ; I mean to resign my df- 
flee. I’m not going to remain here to be 
robbed and mined.

“ I aee you are putting a new roof on 
your sty, and papering it/’ Traill went on 
sententionily. “ Sparing no expense on it. 
Doing the thing stylishly, eh ?"

“Are yon mad, Traill ?”
“ Well, let meiee. Attire rate of two 

thousand pounds, say, in three months, 
that pig-sty will cost you and me just about 
eight hundred pounds a year." Traill was 
apparently in his gravest mood. . “ That’s 
pretty moderate, eh ?”

“Poor Traill! The loss of hie money 
has taken his brain. What demon has en­
tered this house ?” sighed Mr. Duff in the 
presence of » despair more tragic even 
than his own.

"Lookhere, old feliow!” said Traill, 
suddenly bursting into laughter, “ look 
here ! I found these in the roof of your 
pig-sty this morning ; and what is more, I 
■aw you put them there with your own 
hands.”

“Prodigious !"
Yes, all the missing money was there. 

The banker gave a champagne dinner to 
his delighted clerks on the evening of that 
day. His own health, however, was in 
rather a bad way. In a month or two he 
resigned hie offioe, retiring on a liberal pen­
sion to his farm ; and in order to compen­
sate James Hamilton, for all his recent
trouble and misery, Mr. Duff requested, as 
» personal and final favour, that the direc- 

ht appoint him to the position of 
agent with George Traill, a pro- 

hioh the directors favourably en­

ters might 
assistant a; 
posai, which the directors favoorably’en- 
tertamed. These offices both of the gen­
tlemen hold with honour to this day. It 
mey be mentioned, too, that George Traill 
ana James Hamilton are now brothers-in- 
law, each having in due time wedded one 
of Mr. Duff’s daughters. The bank is 
Jaihee Hamilton’s home, while 
Traill has rented a farm adjoini 
Duff’s. He fresh country air, and fishing, 
and unlimited golfing—all enforced on him 
by the doctor aa the beat medicine—have 
put an end to the old banker’s somnambu­
listic rambles.

A SIAMESE SCANDAL.

A British Ceasel*» Beeghter Bees Awey 
with e Beaky Hehleeaas—A «peek ei War 
ea She Herlzea,

(From the N. T. Tribune.)
Bangkok, Siam, June 1.—There is a 

•peck of war on the horizon just now—a 
threat of a disturbance of the harmonious 
relations between Siam and England. 
About thirty years ago there oame to Siam 
a young officer of the English army. He 
had been for several years in India, in the 
service of the East India Company, and 
was in favour with the old King and the 
high officers of the Royal court. 
Through the influenoe of friends at home 
he was appointed to represent the British 
Government aa Consular Agent at Bangkok, 
aad from this position he gradually rose to 
his present high offioe of Consul-General of 
her Britannic Majesty for the* Kingdom of 
Siam. His name is Thomas ueorge Knox, 
and he comes of one of the old families in 
the North of Ireland. During the time of 
his service with the King, and before he 
dreamed of the honour» to come to him in 
later year», Mr. Knox contracted an alli­
ance with a Siamese woman. Three chil­
dren were the result of this union ; 
and, though the marriage had a spice 
of irregularity about it, the chil­
dren were acknowledged by the 
father, and properly oared for and 
educated. Mias Fanny, who is the cause 
of the prevent war speck, is a pretty and 
accomplished brunette, and received her 
education in England, where her doting 
father paid no end of bill» for her proper 
training and finishing. She returned here 
about three years ago, with "a wardrobe 
that made her the envy of the other wo­
men, and with a piano on whioh she played 
with grace and skill 

About three months ago Miss Fanny de­
termined to remain no longer single, and 
planted her affections on one Phra Peecha, 
an influential and distinguished nobleman 
of Siam. As the paternal Knox refused 
the paternal sanction, the daughter follow­
ed the custom of civilized lands and eloped 
with her lover, thereby causing much 
scandal in Siam and throughout the British 
Colonies in the far Bast 

To eay that her Majesty’s Consul-Gen­
eral wae angry would only convey a faint 
idea of hie state of mind ; a bear with a 
SOT* head waa a noising lamb to him. The 
"King aad the Consul of State were like- 

le indignant, bnt in a far leas degree 
than the lather, as they had no personal 
interest in the matter. Four or five weeks 
after the elopement Phra Peecha was ar­
rested by order of the King on a charge of 
high Crimea and misdemeanours ; he was 
tried by the Council of State and found 
rnilty. The penalty for his crime ie 
leath, and the convicted nobleman has 

been sentenced to be beheaded. The 
sentence has not yet been carried out, and 
there is a serious hitch in the affair. The 
runaway daughter of the British Consul- 
General is averse to the execution of her 
Siamese husband, and interceded most 
earnestly with her father to stay the action 
of the law of the land. Though harbour- 
ing ne love tor the man, Mr. Knox, being 
averse to having a ease of capital punish­
ment in the family, demanded his release. 
The Siam»»» Government refused ; Knox 
then threatened them with a British gun­
boat, and not only threatened, but sent to 
Singapore for one. The gunboat Fox- 
hound oame, and then the demand 

s renewed. The King wae firm aa a 
rook, and notified the Consul-General that 
under no circamstanoee would the ooa- 
demned prisoner be surrendered. Knox now 
threatened to bring the whole force of 
British ships in Eastern waters to bombard 
Bangkok and lay the King’s palace in 
sshes. The King has a goodly force of 
soldiers underarms at the palace, and there 
is a strong guard over the prison of Phra 
Peecha. The Siamese blood ie up, and if 
the Britieh marine» from the Foxhound at­
tempt to land to reeone the husband of the 
Consul-General’s daughter, there will be 
bloodehed.

The Government has not rested with a 
simple refusal to release Phra Peecha, and 
a determination to resist foreign interfer­
ence in its local affairs. The King has sent 
his private secretary to England to lay the 
matter before the Foreign Office and to ask 
for the recall of Mr, Knox.

NEWMAN HALL

The Openieg if His Sait hr Biveree—His 
Erideaee aad Crott-Eianination.

A Can»» Celekre—Etalement 'of Ike Case 
by CsssHl.

The suit of Bev. Newman Hall v. his 
wife and Frank Waters Richardson, the 
oo-respondent, for a divorce on the ground 
of adultery, wae begun in the Divorce 
Court on the 30th nit. In The itaiCe cable 
despatches of Saturday, it was announced 
that the petitioner had obtained the 
divorce.

Sir Henry James, Q.c„ Mr. Inderwiok, 
Q.C., and Dr. Tristram appeared for the 
petitioner ; Mr. Willis, Q.C., and Mr. 
Bayford for the respondent ; Mr. Kemp 
for the co-respondent. It appeared from 
the opening statement of Sir Henry James 
that Mr. Hall was bom in 1816. He be­
came early in life a minister of the Con- 
gregationalist community, and wae ap­
pointed pastor of Albion Chapel, Hull, m 
1842. He there made the acquaintance of 
the respondent, who wae the daughter of 
a Dr. Gordon (since deceased), a gentle- 
man of good family and position at Hall, 
and they were married at Albion Chapel 
on the 14th of April, 1846. At the date 
of her marriage Sirs. Hall was 18 years of 
age. She wai an only child and she had 
been treated by her father and mother as 
one whose will should never be controlled 
and whose every wish should be gratified. 
She was accomplished and intellectually 
gifted, and had a power of persuasion 
whioh, oombined with her husband's love 
for her, enabled her to have her own way 
in everything. In 1864 the petitioner left 
Hull for London, and became minister of 
Rowland Hill’s chapel. Soon after they 
had taken up their residence in London 
the tastes and habita of the respondent 
began to change. She ceaaed to share in 
her haabamTe duties as a pastor, 
or even to take an interest in 
them, and when remonstrated with by her 
husband gave way to outbreaks of the 
most violent temper. Fearing snob scenes, 
the petitioner yielded to nearly til her 
wishes. He consented to her taking horse- 
exercise on her representation that her 
health wae benefited by it, and he allowed 
her, though with great reluctance, to go 
alone to Tring to hunt. Aa time went on 
she became leea and less devoted to him ; 
taking no interest in his pursuits and sel­
dom accompanying him to his church, and 
she finally refused him, while alleging no 
ground for the refusal, conjugal inter- 
course. The relation of husband and wife 
ceased between them in 1863, and from 
that date down to their separation in 1870 
they occupied separate rooms. The co­
respondent was the son of the landlord and 
landlady of the hotel at Tring where the 
respondent stayed when hunting, and the 
respondent made his acquaintance while he 
wae still a mere boy. In 1868 he came to 
London to manage some livery stables,

the 
give him 

El by which 
he had become involved had been settled. 
He became an inmate of their house with 
the petitioners permission, and then vir­
tually began the intimacy between him 
and the respondent which led to the 
present proceedings. In August, 1869, 
the petitioner and respondent went 
together to the lakes and afterwards to 
Llandudno, and on their return to London 
the petitioner found that the respondent’s 
horse had been removed from the stables 
oloee to their residence in Finchley New- 
road, to the oo-reepandent’e stables, which 
were two miles away ; that ahe waa in the 
habit of constantly visiting him at the 
stables, of taking tea with him, and of dress­
ing in his room. Previously to this date the 
respondent, who wae always excitable, had 
suffered from sleeplessness, and had taken 
to smoking ae a soporific. She would sit 
up until late at night, and would smoke 
with gentlemen visitors, including the oo- 
reepondent, with whom she wae often 
alone in a back kitchen or housekeeper's 
room. Her mode of life became at last the 
subject of remark among the servant», and 
the petitioner remonstrated with her on 
her conduct, and also appealed to the co­
respondent to discontinue hta visita to the 
house. The respondent resented the re­
monstrance, and in October, 1869, left her 
home and went down to Brighton with an 
old servant, a married woman named 
Tranmer. It so happened that the 
co-recpondent was alio at Brighton 
at this date, and the intimacy which 
had existed between him and the re­
spondent in London wae continued at 
Brighton. He was her constant com­
panion, he had hie meals with her, and he 
sat up with her until two and three o’clock 
in the morning at her lodgings. The peti­
tioner wroter to her pressing her to return 
to her home, and, after several letters had 
paaaed between them, she intimated that 
■he was willing to do so on certain con­
ditions, including, among othera, stipula­
tions that their conjugal relations should 
continue the same as they had been since 
1863, that an ample apology should be 
made to her for reflections on the co-re­
spondent, and that her "faithful, dear, 
honest and true friend ’’ (the co-respon­
dent) should be ever welcome at their 
house. The conditions were not accepted 
by the petitioner, and he and respondent 
separated under deed in February, 1870. 
In 1873 certain communications were made 
bv Mrs. Tran mar to the petitioner of a 
character which induced him to file a peti­
tion for divorce against his wife on the 
ground of her adultery with the oo-respon­
dent He wae advised, however, by his 
counsel that he eould not safely go to trial 
on the evidence whioh he wae then in a 
position to adduce in support of the charge, 
and he withdrew his petition in May, 1874. 
Since then frech facta had come to his 
knowledge, and he had in consequence re­
newed his suit.

The Rev. Newman HaU, the petitioner, 
waa fin* called, and was examined by Mr. 
Inderwiok. He said,—I am minister of 
Christ Church, Westminister. I wae mar­
ried on the 14th of April, 1846, to my 
wife at HulL She was a Mû» Gordon. 
We first lived at Hall. In 1847 her father 
died, and shortly afterwards her mother 
oame to live with ns. In 1854 we came to 
London and lived at Finchley Newroad. 
I became minister of Surrey Chapel in 
July, 1864. In the early years of our mar­
riage my wife waa in delicate health. She 
enjoyed horse exercise, and when we oame 
to London I bought a horse for her. We 

then living happily together. Friends 
and riding-masters rode with her. About 
1859 she went to Tring to hunt I had 
objection» to it, not on abetraot grounds, 
but in special oiroumstances, and strongly 
urged them. I consulted two doctors, and 
also spoke to her mother. She grew ex­
cited, and I yielded. We lived together 
on the ordinary terms of husband and wife 
until 1863. She then refused me conjugal 
righta, giving no reason except repngnanoe. 
I remonstrated with her, but in vain. I 
went tq America in Augoet, 1867. I was 
anxious that my wife should accompany me. 
She declined and earnestly urged me to re­
main at home. I said so long as she was in the 

osition of a sister I could not yield, and 
id not. I went to America, and remain­

ed there for three or four months. On my 
return from the United States I found my 
wife at Llandudno. She sent a letter by 
a friend, stating that aha should give me a 
hearty welcome, but that the conditions 
on which we lived should remain the same. 
She had a separate room prepared for me.
I knew that when she went to Tring she 
stopped at an hotel kept by Mrs. Richard- 
son. I went to a hunt breakfast, and met 
at Tring in order that aha might not be 
without protection. I bought a horse 
from Richardson ss a birthday present for 
my wife. Riehardson occasion ally oame to 
my house in August, 1868. Mrs. HaU 
brought him. He oame to manage the 
business of a livery-stable keeper ; and in 
the spring of 1869 my wife asked me to re­
ceive him into onr house for a few weeks, 
ae he wee in danger of being arrested on a 
writ She told me that he had to do with 
a very unjust partner, who treated him 
very unkindly. I allowed him to oome to

y house. He remained for three weeks. 
He was respectful, and wss treated by us 
as an inferior friend. Mrs. HaU suffer- 
ed from sleepleseaess, and she took 
to smoking as a sedative. She aaid it 
had a soporific and soothing effect 
on her and I beUeved her assurance. In 
*“® ■Pjj'W of 1869 she constantly smoked 
with Richardson. She never made any 
secret of it. 1 used to sit up with her 
until my eyesight wss endangered. I read 
to her until the pages became a blank, and 
then I talked to her until ahe alept. Rich­
ardson took his meals with us and also 
rode out with mv wife. Hie conduct to­
wards her was always most respectful. I 
went to Switzerland in August, 1869. I 
wished her to oome, but she refused, say. 
ing that it was the season in London, and 
that ahe preferred to remain at home. I 
returned on the 18th of August. She was 
not at home to meet me ; ahe wae out 
walking with Richardaon. I subeeouently 
found that her horse, which was kept at 
stables cloee by us, wae removed to Rich­
ard eon’s stables, about two miles away. I 
went to the Lake» with my wife on the 
19th of August, While at the Lakes I 
found her writing a letfter early one even­
ing. I saw accidentally that it began 
“Dear Frank." It waa a long letter- 
several sheets. I said, “Your letters are 
much prized in America, and if you would 
only, write such long letters as you are now 
writing to the papers you would earn much 
money. ” She wae gifted and wae in the habit 
of writing for the press. She grew angry at 
my remark, and continued to scold me all 
night. After our return to London I ac­
companied her, at her request, to see 
Richardson's stables and house ; it was a 
small one in a mews. I saw Mrs. Hall’s 
habit hanging up in his bedroom. I took 
no notice. We went to Llandudno together 
on the 13th of September, and Mrs. Gor­
don and Mrs. Tranmer oame with ne. I 
returned to London on the 2nd of October. 
Mrs. Hall and her mother remained at 
Llandudno. She told me that ahe wanted 
Richardson to oome for s week, and that 
his mother would pay his fare. I made 
no objection—I suspected no harm. I 
learnt afterwards that he went there. My 
wife and her mother came back on the 
13th of October. I think Richardson came 
with them ; but, at all events, he wae in 
the house on the Saturday night following. 
My wife came to me that night and asked 
me if I had any objection to her sitting up 
with him to smoke. I said I had ; that it 
had been spoken of injuriously to her repu­
tation, and that it would be better for her 
to discontinue the practice. I believe I said 
I should not object to her sitting up and 
smoking with him in the library, but not, 
as formerly, in the housekeeper’s room, on 
the basement. We had a stormy scene, 
which continued throughout the night. I 
gave her my reasons for my objection, and 
■he retorted by saying that my conduct 
was also open to remark. This altercation 
was renewed next morning. She did not 
accompany me to church, and on my re­
turn I found her locked in her room, with 
a note pinned to the door saying that we 
had better not meet in onr then temteei. 
I called on Richardson on the 18th of Octo­
ber. I told him that I had full confidence 
both in him and my wife ; that he knew 
how I loved her and how anxious I was 
that nothing should occur injurious to her 
reputation. I told him, further, that I 
knew he respected her, and I asked him 
not to allow her visits to his stables and 
always to send her horse to the house, and 
not to sit up smoking with her. He said 
he waa pleased with my candour and con­
fidence, and promised to attend to all my 
wishes ; but on the same day or the fol­
lowing morning I received ffcm him a letter, 
backing out of hia promise, stating that it 
wae not at all nnnsnal for ladies to mount 
their horses at the stables, and that, as 
Mrs. Hall was always accompanied by her 
servant, the most scrupulous could not ob­
ject to her object, adding that ahe had 
been a true friend to him, and that he 
should obey her wishes. I wrote to Rich­
ardson again, remonstrating with him, and 
on the 25th of October I wrote, and deliv­
ered myself, a letter to my wife stating 
that her habita should change and that 
her intimacy with Richardson should cease. 
I showed the letter to her mother. I spent 
along time over it, and when I gave ft to 
her I kissed her. I then went to my 
church, and on my return I learnt that my 
wife had gone to Brighton with Mrs. Tran­
mer. I had no knowledge or idea of 
Richardson going to Brighton on the same 
day. On the following day I sent her 
some money, Mrs. Gordon, her mother, 
went down to her at my wish on the 4th 
of November, and I next heard from her 
on the 8th of November, asking for a fur­
ther remittance. I replied on the l 1th of 
November, refusing her request, but stat­
ing that I should receive her on the con­
dition on which alone a woman could claim 
the protection of her husband’s home. 
While at Brighton she came np once and 
■aw me at Finchley-road. She told me
that a detective had been watching her and 
circulating reports about her and Richard- 
son, and she asked me to go to Brighton 
and contradict them and also to receive 
Richardson on the old terms. I went to 
Brighton and accompanied her to certain 
stables. We saw the owner, and I told 
her in his presence that I had not sent a 
detective to watch her. I had, however, 
received a note which made me suspicious, 
and I asked my brother, who had a son at 
Brighton, to make inquiries as to what waa 
being done. I went to her lodgings with 
her. She again besought me with tears 
and passionate entreaties to receive Rich­
ardson back on the old terms. I asked 
her if ahe had not been up to 
London and met Richardson in 
London. She said ahe had met 
him at the Victoria Station. I returned to 
London on the same evening and went to 
Riohardaon. I reproved him for having 
gone to Brighton and lived under the same 
roof as Mrs. HaU after I had forbidden 
their intimacy. I also charged him with 
having met Mrs. HaU in London. He 
denied it. I told him that Mrs. HaU had 
that day admitted to me the fact He 
turned pale. I called him a liar and left 
with Mrs. Gordon, who had aooompanied 
me. I have not met him since. I received 
a letter from Mrs. HaU a day or two after 
I saw Richardaon complaining of my 
conduct towards him, and I wrote 
to her on the 19th of November, stating 
that aU further intercourse between her 
and Richardson should cease. I have 
known tile lady with whom it ie alleged I 
have oommitted adultery since 1863. She 
commenced to visit ns in 1865, but she 
never stayed in the house more than three 
times. She Uved at Stafford. My wife 
corresponded with her. I also correspond­
ed with her with my wife’s knowledge and 
the knowledge of her famüy. A deed of 
separation between myself and my wife 
was executed in February, 1870, and I 
made her an allowance of £200 a year in 
addition to an allowance of £40 which she 
had in her own right. I wae driven nearly 
mad, and waa ordered by Dr. Forbes Wins­
low immediately to leave town, and I went 
to Palestine with my brother. I presented 
a petition for divorce in 1873. At that 
time statements were made to me of facts 
of whioh I was not aware when I signed 
the deed of separation. I withdrew the 
petition in May, 1874. I had no doubt 
myself of the truth of the Allegations in it, 
but I was informed that though I had the 
probability of snooese, there was not a oer- 
tainty of it. I was at the time buUding a 
church at a cost of £60,000, and had other 
responsibilities, and I felt that, under the 
oironmatanoea, my wiser course was not to 
expoae my affairs, and I withdrew my pe­
tition. Further information reached me in 
reference to my wife last autumn, and I 
renewed my suit.

Cross-examined by Mr. Willis, Q.C.— 
The object' which I seek by these proceed­
ing» is freedom from a bondage.

Is not the freedom yon seek freedom to 
many again ?—It is not for that purpose.

Not for that object at aU ?—It may be 
the result if I get free, but it is not for that 
purpose that I have instituted these pro­
ceedings.

Is not one of the objecta of this suit that 
you may be free to marry ? —Any such idea 
as that would not influence me m this mat­
ter ; but I suppose a person who gets a 
divorce may nope to marry.

You have that hope I—Yes.

K-gprrj&sTX’iz
Have you not communicated to her the 

feelings yon entertain towards her ?—Yea
And do not your friends know of von! 

object and purpose?—Very few.
And they have endeavoured to help vnn 

in this case? No. I know that Mr 
Richard eon’s sister has lived with Mr. 
HaU since June, 1870, and that her mother 
has also lived with her on and off since 
that date. In answer to further question! 
put to him by the learned counsel, Mr 
HaU denied that be had ever taken à 
Captain Cotton, who had Uved in hia 
house for a few years, into his wife’s bed. 
room at three o’clock in the morning on 
the occasion of a tour in Switzerland, and 
left Captain Cotton» reading to her while 
he went to make a mountain ascent. Re 
admitted that he had been in the habit of 
corresponding in shorthand two or three 
times a week with the lady (a Miss Marv 
Wyatt) with whom it was alleged he had 
committed adultery, but he repeated that 
the fact of their correspondence wae known 
to his wife and Miss Wyatt’s family. And 
in answer to Mr. Kemp, he stated that 
other gentlemen besides Mr. Richardaon 
had sat up smoking with his wife with hia 
sanction.

Re-examined by Sir H. James.—Have 
you ever been guilty of impropriety with 
Miss Wyatt ?

Mr. HaU—On my oath, neither by inad­
vertent action, nor hasty word, nor one 
unchaste thought have I ever acted to-
wards her bnt as a brother to a sister_a
father to a child.

A portion of the correspondence which 
passed between Mr. HaU and his wife, and 
which was of a very voluminous character 
was read in the course of Mr. HsU's ex! 
amination. It turned principally on the 
unhappy relations which arose between 
them in 1863, when they commenced to 
occupy separate rooms, and pointed to 
those relatione as the main cause of their 
differences and ultimate estrangement,

Anna Drake, parlourmaid in Mrs. Hall's 
service in 1868 and 1869, deposed that Mra, 
HaU and Mr. Richardaon frequently sat np 
smoking until an advanced hour in the 
morning, and that on those occasions the 
door of the room was generaUy locked. She 
further deposed that on a few occasions ahe 
had seen Mrs. HaU, when only partially 
dressed, go into Mr. Richardson’s bedroom 
before breakfast.

MISCELLANEOUS.

As soon as a passenger car is loaded it 
ought to go off.—New Orleans Picayune.

An Erie girl caUs her feUow, who is a 
member of the Michigan crew, her evening’s 
tar.—Bradford Era.

Young man, if every other way of mak. 
ing yonrself conspicuous fails, eat peannts 
in a railroad car.—Yonkers Gazette.

A man in Rochester recently tried to 
steal a dog worth §30,000. He would 
have succeeded better, if he had found one. 
— Buffalo Express.

The man who puts $50 in a savings bank 
and forgets aU about it for seventy or 
eighty years would do the same thing if he 
borrowed $5 of you.

Advice to the milkmen : —Don’t cry over 
spilt milk, but carefully fiU up the can 
with water so the milk wiU colour it, and 
continue peddling.—Oil City Derrick.

Pions Old Lady : Just think, Rose, only 
five missionaries to twenty thousand can- 
nibals ! Kind hearted niece : Goodness ! 
the poor cannibals will starve to death at 
that rate.

A man who shot at his village pastor waa 
adjudged insane, and set at liberty. Then | 
he killed his neighbour’s hog, was convict­
ed of murderous intent, and he goes to 
prison for twelve years.

When a Chinaman makes love to a girl, 
he doesn’j rave about hia heart panting for 
her, etc. No—he simply telle her that he 
loves her better than he doee rata, and ahe | 
believes him.—New York Telegram.

A mother, noticing her Uttle daughter I 
wipe her month with her drees sleeve, 
asked her what her handkerchief was for. I 
Said the Uttle one :—“ It ii to shake at the 
ladies in the street. That is what papa 
does with his."

He waa a disgusted boy. He had exer- I 
cised great caution, and had finally suc­
ceeded in crawling, unobserved, under 
the canvas into the tent. And he found it 
wae not a circus, bnt a revival meeting ii 
progress. —Boston Post.

In reply to a person who asked him the 
derivation of the word “ restaurant," 
Bayard Taylor replied jokingly, with a | 
merry twinkle in his eye, •' ‘Restaurant ' 
is derived from res ‘ a thing,’ and taum,
• a buU ”—a bully thing.”

It should reconcile the average reader to 
the intense heat which we are now endur­
ing to reflect that, without it, there could 
be no com. A hot summer means an abun­
dant com crop, and plenty of that cereal I 
wiU give the country cheap whiskey.— 
Washington Post.

A young Parisian lady, after being re- I 
lieved of a tormenting tooth, laid down tec 
franca in payment. Looking at the fee 
contemptuously the dentist asked if that 
was for his servant. “ No, sir," responded 
madame, with a sweet smile, “it is for | 
both of you.”

Old Mrs. Cuir, says she has ilwayi I 
noticed that in the summer time, when it I 
ta not needed, the sun is always hot sa at I 
oven, while in the winter, when a wars [ 
snn would be very agreeable, it is aa cold 
as an ioe-houae. We have noticed thi% I 
too. It must be the fault of the almanac-1 
makers.—Norristown Herald.

An old gentleman of eighty-fonr having I 
taken to the altar a d»m«»l of sixteen, d* [ 
clergyman said to him :—“ You will find I 
the font at the opposite end of the church." I 
“What do I want with the font?” asked I 
the old gentleman. “ I beg your pardon, I 
said the clerical wit, “ I thought yon had I 
brought the child to be christened.” j

When some years ago an eminent Ana I 
tralian was inspecting in that country > I 
lunatic aeylum, miseraoly defective in con-1 
■traction and appointment, he asked what 
waa the special feature in the lunacy of a 
certain patient. •• He thinks he is o 
hades, sir," was the reply. “ If that’s^ 
his delusion," waa the rejoinder, “I™" I 
he has a very substantial basis for it.”

Among the many things to make a fell»* I 
feel bad in this world one is to have a fl* 1 
nosed, freckled little man oome in and take I 
your seat by the side ef a nice girl>”* | 
horse car while you are making change ana 
putting her fare in the box. Of course yon I 
can take him by the collar and roll him n I 
the sawdust, but the comfortable feeling I 
has got away from you and will not return I 
during the trip.

It waa a warm afternoon, and yonng I 
Mr. CummAgin did not go into the house, I 
but sat down in the pleasant porch, as **■ I 
hia custom, after ringing the bell, b" I 
little sister came to the door and looked I 
him with some curiosity. “Dosa voI 
sister Mabel know I am here, Nellie ! 1 I 
asked. “Oh, yes,” replied the mn«<»‘I 
prattler, “I guess she does; she told me I 
oome oat and see how shady it made to I 
front yard when you pnt your feet up <* I 
the porch railing."

If every one who’s played the fool 
Had died and turned to clay,

How many people would be left 
Alive and well to-day ! m 1—Steubenville Berw-1

“ To thia night's masquerade,” quoth Dick,

Tom frit lor e a thirst,-------------» repartees
And thus to Richard saia :

** You’d better go se Charles the First,
For that requires no head."

Fob the Relief of Pant we fin”1! *îl 
here “ Brown’s Household 
will more surely quicken the blood, »®jl 
heal—whether taken internally or »PP”‘I 
externally, and thereby more certainly 1 
lieve pain, whether chronic or acute—tj 
any other pain alleviator. It is warrau I 
double the strength of any other medi I 
for similar ueee. Sold by all dealer! 
medicine. 25 cents a bottle.

FRUIT.
BAKED PEARS.

Bake washed unpeeled pears in p™ 
only » teaspoon or two of water ; spr 
with the sugar, and serve with their]
syrup.

BAKED pie-plant.
Cut in pieces about an inch long, 

baking-dish in layers with an equal’t 
of sugar, cover cloeely and bake.

baked peaches.
Wash peaches which are nearly or 

ripe, place in a deep dish, sprinkle 
sugar, cover, and bake until tender,

STEWED PTE-PLANT.
Make a rich syrup by adding sugi 

water in which long strips of orange 
have been boiled until tender, lay ini 
englé tayer of pieces of pie-plant 
roches long, and stew gently until 
When done remove and cook another L 
This makes a handsome dessert-dish 
namented with puff-pastes cut in fan 
shapes. Use one orange to two and a 
pounds pie-plant.

PEACH PYRAMID.
Cut a dozen peaches in halves peel 

take out stones, crack half the seeds 
blanch the kernels ; make a clear bo 
syrup of one pound of white sugar, an< 
to it put tha peaches and kernels ; 
very gently for ten minutes, take out 
the peaches, boil the rest for ten mil 
longer, and take out all the peachei 
kernels ; mix with the syrup left i 
kettle the strained juice of three len 
and an ounce of isinglass dissolved in 
tie water and strained ; boil up once, 
mould half full of this syrup or jelly 
stand until “ set,” add part of the - 
and a little more jelly, and when 
“set,” add the rest of the peaches, l_ 
up the mould with jelly. This maki 
elegant ornament.

FROZEN PEACHES.
Pare and divide large, fresh, rip 

juicy peaches, sprinkie over them 
lated sugar, freeze them like ice-cre 
an hour ; remove them just before s 
and sprinkle with a little more 
Canned peaches and all kinds of berti 
be prepared in the same way.

TO KEEP PINE APPLES,
Pare and cut out the eyes of a ripe 

apple, strip all the pulp from the cor- 
a silver fork, to a pint of this add a 
of "granulated sugar, stir occasional! 
til sugar is dissolved, put in glass 
can, and turn down the covers as clos 
possible. This will keep a long tim-

BAKED QUINCES.
Wash and core ripe quinces, fill 

sugar, and bake in baking-dish « 
little water.

MOCK STRAWBERRIES.
Cutripe peaches and choice weil-flav 

apples in proportion of three peacl 
one apple, into quarters about the siz 
strawberry, place in alternate li 
sprinkle the top thickly with sngar, 
add pounded ice ; let stand about 
hours, mix peaches and apples thorou 
let stand an hour longer, and serve.

SNOW FLAKES.
Grate a large coeoa-nnt into a large i 

and serve with cream, preserves, jellie
jams.

BAKED SWEET APPLES.

The most elaborate combination 
most skilful cook, can not surpass i 
sweet apples, properly baked. The 
wonderfully rich and lnscions. The' 
the “ Pound Sweeting," but the “ 
Sweet,” well known in Ohio, is t 
equal to it. Never core sweet ap 
wash them, set in oven in baking-Dan 
a little water in it, and bake slôwl 
several hours. When done, they an 
rich, dark brown colour. If taken oi 
soon they are insipid.

BAKED SOUR APPLES.
Quarter and e re tart apples wi 

paring, put into baking-dish, spi 
with sugar and bits of butter, add a 
water, and bake until tender. The 
portion is a giU of sugar, and butte 
size of half a egg, to three pints of ai 
and a gill and a half of water.

GAME.
Of game birds the woodcock out-r 

til in delicate tenderness and sweet fia' 
S® tÎS£h “ e6PecU11y deemed a choic< 
bit. The leg is the finest part of the s 
eat generally the breast is the most 
and nutritious part of birds.
, should be carefully plncke

tinned, drawn, wiped clean, and all 
removed. Game should not be wa 
uni* absolutely necessary for clean 
With care m dressing, wiping will 
them perfectly clean. If necess. 
wash, do it quickly and use as little i 
to possible. The more plainly all 1 
of game are cooked, the better they r 
toeir fine flavour. They require a hr 
ere than poultry, but take less tin 
cook. Their colour, when done, shon 
a toe yellowish brown. Serve on toas 

Broiling is a favourite method of < 
U)g game, and all birds are exceed 
mce roasted. To broil, split dowt 
back, open and flatten the breast by ei 
mg with a cloth and pounding, at 
with pepper, and lay the inside first : 
toe gridiron ; turn as soon as brow:

■ tod when almost done, take off, place 
Fatter, sprinkle with salt, and retui 
the gridiron. When done, place in t 
dish, butter both sides well, and serv 
onoe. Thç time required is usually 
twenty minutes,

To roast, season with salt and pel 
pltoe a lump of batter inside, truss, sk« 
and place m oven. The flavour is best 
served without stuffing, but a plain bi 
dressing with a piece .of salt pork or 
skewered on the breast, is very nice 
dehcate way of dressing is to plac< 
oyster dipped m the well-beaten yol] 
to egg or melted butter, and then roll 
oread crumbs, inside each bird. À 
««y minutes to roast or longer if stt 
^4y,d^rojtMlnt6’ “d «tous,

To. lard game,, cut fat salt pork 
tom, narrow strips, thread a larding-n 
With one of the strips, run the need! 
der the skin and a little of the flesh o 
oird, and draw the pork half way thre 
to that the ends of the strips exposed 
be of equal length. The strips shoul 
about ons inch apart. The larding ii 
lerea with the natural flavour of the 1 
but renders it more juicy. Many p 
tying a piece of bacon on the breas

Pigeons should be cooked a long tin 
mey are usually quite lean and tough, 
they are better to lie in salt water ha 
aour or to be parboiled in it for a few 
mente. They are nice roasted or i 
l”to a pie.

If the “ wild flavour” of the i 
birds, such as pheasants, prairie chic 
ety-, is disliked, they may be soaked 
night in salt water, or two or three 1 
m soda and water, or parboiled wit 
oni?n or two in the water, and then <x 

desired. The coarser kinds of | 
toch as geese, ducks, etc., may lie in 
•Iater for several hours, or be parboi 
«with an onion inside each to abso: 
ty” j flavour, and afterwards thoic 
V™86™ m dear water, stuffed and roi 
tb ■1>are a fresh lemon without break! 
2?®, y11**®' inside skin, put insi< 
Stole for a-day or two, renewing the 
very twelve hour. This will abso 

Pleasant flavours from almost aU me 
wfiru ®°?le iay slices of onion ovei 
In and remove before se
it j? wild ducks, for in-
keen . a*1 P1*” be remove the sk™ 
ihoni j V8! or two before cooking, S 
Salt.nA1*® ?arafaUy skinned Mid 
if n1?” W8ter » short time before no

i parboil. They are delicious b


