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R. SpeakEr informed the House that Mr. Charles Simms had by his Ex-
cellency the Governor been appointed acting Clerk of the House in the ab-
sence of Mr. Archibald, and he desired him to read his commission.

Mr. Row, before the commission was read, would remind the House that by a
Resolution which was entered on their Journals, the House asserted the right to
appoint its own officers.

Mr. Ke~T, seconded by Mr. PeTer Broww, then moved ¢ That the House
““do proceed forthwith to the election of a Clerk of the House of Assembly, in the
“room of Edward M. Archibald Esquire.”

Mr. Row, inamendment, moved ¢ That the House resolve itself into a commit-
“tec of privileges.””

Which being seconded, was; on the question put thereon, negatived.

Mr. Row again in amendment moved that the words **in the room”’ be expun-

eed and the words “ to actin the absence’ be inserted in lieu thereof,—which be-
ing seconded and put, was also negatived

The suid original motion was then put, and the House dividing thereon, there
appeared for the motion five ; against it four.

For the motion. Against the motion.
Mr. KovuvgH . Mr. CarTER
— P. Brownw — HooPER
— CarsoN — Row
— Powrr — Hovyvres.
— KENT.

So it passed in the affirmative.

Mr. Kent then moved “That Charles Simms, Esquire, be anpointed Clerk of
« the House of Assembly.”’

Which being seconded and put, and the House dividing thercon, there appear-
ed for the motion five ; against it four.

For the motion. ‘ Against the motion.
Mr. Kougn i Mr. Hovies
— Carsox — Row
— P. Brown — CARTER
— KEeNT _ — HooPER.
— PowEx. ’

So it passed in the affirmative.

Mr. Row reported from the comnmittee appointed to prepare an address in an-
swer to his Excellency’s speech, that the committee had drawn up the draft of an
address accordingly, and he delivered the samne in at the Clerk’s Table, where it
was read, and is as follows :

To His Excellency Sir Tuomas Joun Cocurane, Knight,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.

§c. &c.
Meczy it please your Excellency.

. We the Representatives of his Majesty’s loyal subjects the Inhabitants of New-
- foundland, in General Assembly convened, beg leave to thank your Excellency
- for the speech with which you have been pl eased to open the present session.

We deeply regret to learn from yvour Excellency that the answer received from
; his Majesty’s Government to the application of the Council and House of Assem-
s bly for pecuniary aid, has been such as to have obliged your Excellency to sum-
; mons the General Assembly at this inconvenient season of the year; but we fully



