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Gertrude Receives a Letter and Sees a Rival
"I think," uil Ben, chooaiag bit words with 

rare, “il'an lui le beteuee of bel b. “
“Yon*»# heard of ibe disagreement l.elwten ie> 

daughter aed myaelft" *—.
lira owilled #

___ “And y611 tu» whal tanned Ul“---------------------
“I beard— Vrs, I know «bal reused il *'
‘ * Thru doe ‘I you tkiak, “ aaid Mage wilb paternal 

(ersuaeioa, “il would be best.to tell ate why you 
r»*oe to strike that bound ia the faeel*’ *

Hen drew a dee|> breath. •„
“I'll tell you Ibe whole truth Mr. Hage, ia a 

Uuree words, if yea will promise net to aieetiea 
U to anybody else. “

Hage nodded far hie to yu ahead.
‘ ‘ Well, I hardened to overhear lleahel speak of 

Mite Hage, and I didn't like his s|<eoeh. A ad that," 
roarlu*lrd Hen, turning to go, “rt|.laiat it all."

“Hal hold oa!” cried Hage, banale himself with 
joy. “1*00*1 raa away! This changea the cow 
|.lesion of the whole thing “
“1*11 have to*be going,“ said Hen, freeing him 

self front Hege'e detaiaiag grasp. “| haven't had 
my sepiwr yet, aed Ils getting into "
“Weil, by tieorge, a pretty etrass* Come ia and 

eat with aw, yea-rascal! “ nags attempted' le drag 
him toward the bowse.
“Ne, 111 have to be going lined eight. Aed 

deal forget. Mr. Hage, that yea iwemieed sot to 
tell “

Rat Hage *e new bora delight did not decrease as 
he saw the eevdlo|»iag dark sees swallow Hea *s new- 
erfal farm. Ilia eyee still shone aed hia heart Sited 
with ceeteel, the Srat he had know a ia onward of 
a week Ko# he wee thinking!
“I didn't (utniwl I only nodded. I didn't say 

I would a t lelL Aed Hen shoald be vindicated f* 
Aed thee he went iadaeca le tell Oertrade nil 

a boat it.
As Hea bad predicted, fieri rade weald eel he

HtNJQ WT Mta -------------  ■lW) — vweiw
“He made it all ap." she spiritedly declared, 

whee her father had Saiabed, "jaet ns he made 
ap that el her ntrwiew» story agaiasl Mr. lleahel. 
Uad, I'm sarprtasd that yea raa Mill believe ia 
this men Liant yea es» he's simply adding one 
elaaderuas falsehnad la a aether I'*

«iM.ihin.hanMh wam» wM«acr iC^r^: 
she weald Bet îiatee.

-.By Edwin Baird
Part V.

ing moved forth space. A teas ut woe foaad for 
Uot i'eeria cottage; the household goods were 
perked; l.ucy weal to HprlagSeld to stay with 
Aunt AjUa till school opened; aed at last Hen sad 
Mrs. ^Pbott started for the railway station. It 
ess tsithio walking distance sad they weal afoot, 
hr with two thumping suit eases, she carrying the
egua ta Link HHdlfihHlI We( en we so •-•Ht*' "■*■* — vmsie^^^w wwr cwwmr T *

La route they panned the Hege'e home; a ad Bee. 
lifting his eyes .that way, saw Gertrude on the 
veraada with a crowd of gay young people, all 
making merry ia the warm afternoon Hke, 
apparently, was the merriest of all, and he 
wondered if it was because she knew he was going 
«way Thcreei-oe he was overwhelmed by a rash 
of uahappy memories which he had been trying to 
drown ia the swirl of then» last few busy days.

Hat the world wove a diferrat ha» once he was 
established ee the farm again. Hack ia hie Mtive 
environment—sad it was the only environment for 
which he really eared—he felt he a bird released 
from a trap la ty at will The harvest was be 
giaaiag and he was busy eceapied ffem dawn till 
dash. He ale eeomaealy, hie mind always ee the 
work ahead and he weal to bed early aed slept like 
a child.

Ilia life thee crowded, there was Be ream or lime 
far a» leer holy m aeiegs, bat there eaaw periods, 
after the see and week, whee he leaked sadly back 
over all that had happened «ace that Heads/ after 
■eee he had tried to nay he laved her. These wistful 
thoughla af the past were bred ia solitude and came 
only daring the rare intervals ia the twenty four 
hoars whee he was net engaged with the work of 
I he farm Hametlmm, tea, t hough eat often, whee 
working ia the Solde he would have I he fveliag that 
hie life was net the perfect tkiag it assmed te he. 
He was 
la^—-wf a s

darned hia

photic ally,
lleahel

i Ilia

terns»," she harried ee. 
Abbott, has
behaviour, all the way

a feet!
thie bumpkin. Bee Abbott, base 1 eee single

■ale reeled, 
imjmrtvthia

I *c seceding 
lair A ogam she

a warm a
parents

killing peer Mr lleahel. 
Blue behind my shirts, te drag 

my name tele it aed pretend he 
•M Igbllag far aw Who bet a rad 
would da sack m thing I Oh!" she 
raged, cSwung her dots, “I wish I 
were a mae! “

Huge, eerceding to km rouse that 
atghl. trod the Metre heavily, sigh 
lag st every Mep He passed while 
removing km shoes sad sal ee 

af the bed. thiakis
the

• •• the bed, thinking Heppeee 
rrurwg asm» proof besides Hea '» 
It Ben's word, ef mares, was 

•eeugh for him, bat it was obtiens 
—ugh that Gertrude wealds 1 he 
Move It ee oath If therefore, he 
meld Sed another person who bed 
overheard lleahel Mere Mage's 
thought te that dmustiee raew la » 
«h*». Mtsrded by the seme roe 
Mdsrullee Which had made Bee ellrel 
•hew top solidly urged le tell whet 
started the dghl It edwld never do
la have it publicly v----------  -
•rede's name had

SK54.
that Bags

-.car:.
dm

Krsua the hortec ef 
rwroiled with hwnhieg.

owe, ecmmr.1 la su every sole, less 
aulag the hssols—acos of ever me 
«lactag his daughter .r ike truth, 
he uadre»»» I aed weet dolorously t.

% bitter »|iimil

that.

km daughter 'a bitter ,ti 
h» gtd am blag te Bee aes< 
ess the nest Oa the day after 
Msturday. Bee left the ins ef ^
* Company, never le return there

The Mask clouds which new ete , 
*a«Md Rea*» h sets eu were mitigated- 
^ *■> height my ef seaahiau—he 
wuuM ha ehte I» resume km ckovae 

at hut a men Ik earlier, thee 
he had sepeeted

Hia metier, oak ladled by hie ee 
■eteem. was ee eager for the farm 
as he, sad rmpuralleee f-r rmere

e matter which patently coacsrasd her. Hage 
passed her the morning newspaper, at the same time 
indicating an item as the drat page.

“ Head it," he said briefly. “I thing it’ll in­
terest yoa. “

It was about lleahel, sad, as eke .lead, a swift 
revulsion went through her. Heskel had bees ar­
rested for swiedliflg a Chicago womap out of two 
thousand dollars is a fraudulent stock scheme, and 
he now languished ia the county jail of that city.
“Who's lying eowl“ ehachied her father
She devoted herself ta sliced peaches aad cream 

aed said nothing.
“Seems to me—" he began, but his wife, looking 

at him mraeiBgly, shook her head with vigor, and 
he desisted. After all there was so ass of rubbing
it ia.

Gertrude’s initial repugnance changed, after 
breakfast, te a sense of shame—that she, who bad 
always thought rather well of herself, could have 
bees infatuated with each u creature! Aed thie 
feeling cryrtalised whee the postman cams, bring­
ing a letter addramad to her ia lead pencil. The 
car loser», similarly inscribed, began witheet pre­
liminary:

"i want to wise you up to someth log i Utah yaa 
eughta know, that gay, Ahott i think hie earn# 
ia. slamed Hook that eight because he herd lleek 
tperb dirt of yaa. I treat repeat She dirt Meek 
said, hat it was sauf to make this Abort all Amd 
mad. I deal blame him far what he does. Meek 
ia a ao good gay, ha aial oven square with hie pale, 

i side kicks aeon but b» doubla meut ma"

ird, a bright g 
sas breathing l 
her under lip

a bit

i A be urea i
Folding the abort of cheap paper, Gertrud» stared 

bitterly at Into Ibe shady yard, 
ia her hag, dark pyre. Hhe was 
mere rapidly than a sat I. an 
drawn ia bel wars bar teeth.

Mrs Bags, sitting near by ee Ibe breed ptarta. 
observed these things from the toil of her eye.
“Who did yoa hour from, dear I"
Gertrude unfolded the note, glanced at il, aad 

after a brief debate with herself handed it silently 
la her mother Mrs Hag# read it through, but Ibe 
phraseology periled her
“Perhaps.'' teetered Mrs. Hags, after a little 

panse, “il would he well u let Hea knew—",
“Oh. Mother." she interrupted, "I've bees so 

horrid to him! Hew mold he ever forgive mo!" 
Vee might al hurt ash him te, dear I helyvc

if yoa ash him ia the right 
“Oaeldal 1 writ». Mai Wouldn't that de

“Psrhapa Hut H «uuld teem 
mure gracious if you called ee him 
sad hie mother at their farm

Gertrude made au reply to this, 
bet vet breeding fas a heavy rtlearc 
aatil her mother reee to ge indents 

Hhe Marled thirty minute» Inter, 
feeling ee argent desire far has#-. 
new that she had derided to see th-- 
ordeal through Hot whee she drew 
eeer the Abbott.’ Ians her eeeragr 
began to evaporate. Kerry eahied 
thought she had spoken of hi», 
every so just met, woo now green le 
her wind sud accusing, and she Ml 

•she would rather dm lhea ge la bim 
with ee apology oa her bus v So 
apology, aha irmly believed, look I 
ever aado the wrong she bad done 

*hg drew within mgbl af the two 
started fermbetm# aad metered pee* 
It, telling herself she weald retara 
la a mmole or ee tana as eh# had 
her courage heck. Aed thou she 
mu him. II# was leaning against 
lb» wire fence which separated bis 
farm from the owe adjoining aad 
be was talking with a cornels young 
woman, who else leaned against the 
feue».

Immediately Gertrude, cewtwg • 
•sy out. powered wpae this eaves» 
Of reors», she reasoned, he would 
not rare to he tat occupied non, su 
th» eoly thing is do was i# ge Imre 
hoove #»d erne him a letter *V 
lofl promptly ,

Hew meanwhile, having else*en 
toward tbd reed and failed te rwreg 
air» the heavily veiled young wee»» 
te the aotsmol lie, i era ad bach to 
feme Ortmaaa, bin uotgbbor « 
daughter, aad fletehod egplaiaiog to 
her th» mes* efflrerteeo wav af flghi 
mg army wono.

Paring Hr fltst ium -i a»#.* 
homeward trip, Gertrude n tfltaWlt/ 
sketched in her mind ee outliau far 
the coateetplaied letter to Hea. but 

rtsamau I ». Nr tg


