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A few . veilings since I went, as do 
leore< ,,f "thers, to “the spring" to get 
‘"" drinking wa,er. 1 tilled the tittle 
^ whlL'h I carried and turned to retrace 
’c- ,teI,N homeward when my little son 

" A' ‘mma, the poor —— boys carry 
* 'heir water from this spring; they 
- 1 »uy water from their Up."

n,lw"ig he father of the poor----- boy*

to be both indigënt and intemperate, it 
instantly flashed upon me that the water 
supply bed been shut off. We all know 
how vile the city water is, still, if it were 
•hut off from us we should miss it sadly, 
and the dreadful inconvenience and hard
ship of carrying from a long distance 
every drop of water Med in a household, 
is something which should cause water 
commissioners to investigate before sub
jecting helpless women and children to 
such cruelty. So niany people are now 
paying for water which cannot be used 
for drinking (and should not be used for 
any purpose) it really seems as though 
the owners of the water pipes might 
stretch a point, end allow those who are 
irresponsible to have e few bucketfuls of 
water daily, even water for Monday's 
washing would be a great boon, and the 
company would neither miss the water 
nor be out of pocket. If God were as 
exacting of rente as some proprietors, 
what would become of those unable to 
pay Î There are times and circumstances
which should be well considered before 
refusing anything ao necessary to exis
tence as water. It might not be ioappro- 
Pr**A* if the ministers of our various 
churches were to give as a few sermons 
on the “cupof cold water."

Another source of persecution to the 
unfortunate which to me appears nothing 
- «ban legalised blackmail, is the 
judgment summons," as used by • cer

tain collector in Victoria. Now, let uo 
one understand me to say that I regard 
the “judgment summons " as other than 
a wise and just provision of the law when 
applied legitimately to force those having 
the means to pey, but who, through dis
honest or other unworthy motives, refuse 
to settle just debts : but, applied to those 
who would gladly pay, but through suc
cessive misfortunes are unable to do so, 
it appears a very different matter, and the 
reverse of just More especially is this 
the ease when the collector knows per
sonally that the parties whomheishound
ing ere n--t worth s dollar, sod that, to 
use a rather inelegant maxim, it is a hard 
struggle for them to “make buckle and 
tongue meet " Two cases in particular of 
the many which have come to my notice, 
seem the refinement of cruelty and 
cowardice. A man owed » debt of shout 
ninety dollars, which, from lime to time, 
was reduced to less than twenty dollars ; 
timrs became bad, business worse, and 
the collector got the “balance of account" 
Suit was instituted and allowed to go by 
default The debtor called and explained 
to the collector that he was willing, but 
unable, to pay the bill at the time, but 
would as soon as possible ; notwithstand
ing, the collector brings on the “judg
ment summons," simply, it would appear, 
for the purpose of humiliating the man, 
since he must know the law can not force

from the debtor that which is not 
possessed. A carpenter had been long 
out of employment and secured a job 
from a lady who wished some work done. 
Our worthy collector, on the alert for his 
client and his own commission, heard the 
carpenter had obtained work, hastened to 
the lady employer and inquired the 
amount she intended paying for the ser
vices of the carpenter, as he—the collector 
—intended to garnishee the wages in her 
bands. The lady, like most people, had a 
natural aversion to being a party to un
pleasant law processes, so when the poor 
mechanic came expecting to commence 
work, ho was dismissed, and told why. 
Did the collector injure the carpenter to 
the extent of depriving him of that piece 
of work and the wages which would have 
been paid therefor, and does the law 
afford no redress to one who has been 
thus injured ? Collectors should not be ' 
permitted te resort to unjMt or injurious 
methods any more tlyn those who ply 
some other trade.

The City Council is being importuned 
to do something toward finding and assis 
ting some person or persons, who have 
been committing depredations on chicken 
roosts. Well, if something in not done 
toward arresting distress sales of furni
ture, evictions of tenants, etc., it will be 
wonderful if nothing more than chicken - 
roosts are disturbed when ihq biting 
winds of winter come, reminding the 
poor of their unprotected bodies and 
empty stomachs—the coroner may be kept 
busy holding inquests on suicides, or the 
court employed 1 oking after attempted
ones.

Many limes this summer, whilst ramb- 
lingxabout the city, I have looked regret
fully upon the great number of vacant 
lota and fields which lie fall-.w, doing 
good neither to the owners unr to the 
munici|iality. Wfiy have not those who 
have influence used it to induce the hold
ers of these vacant lands to allow them to 
be cultivated by the unemployed for this 
season, at least? If nil these actes o( 
bits bad been planted in vegetables, it 
would have gone far toward solving the 
problem of feeding the hungry during the 
winter which is approaching, and which 
promises to be a winter of unparalleled 
hardships to a large proportion of our 

population. Catharine D.

The Ainu women in Japan tattoo their 
faces to give them the appearance of men 

with whiskers.

! Shallcross, Macaulay & Co», commis- 
! sion merchants, have opened otticea in 
Board of Trade building, Victoria.

| Amity Lodge No. 27, I.O.O.F., New 
I Westminster, baa been incorporated un
der the Benevolent Societies Act.


