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DAILY MATINS AND EVENSONG.

Sin.—Some brother priest who, like mysell, en-
deavours to observe the Church's rule in this matter,
potwithstanding some discouragements, and many
difficulties, may, I am inclined to believe, feel cheer-
stimulated in this duty by the accompanying
of the Principal of Dorcester Mi Col

are extracted from his ‘* Ideal of the
Priesthood, The True Motives for the Mis-
" p 4.
di&nnlﬁa attending the saying of dail)
evensong in church, I am coustrained to
y cases they are not so formidable a+
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one of warming the church in winter may be
in some I apprehend, obviated by the method

pamely, by doing without a fire.
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i - of trying to warm the

service which only lasts twenty or tlirty
_secoudly, becanse we have no stove in the
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i.l a cold chorch for tweunty-five
one and as is the case occasionally

Asa ‘l:n matins in the school with the chil
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sovereign grace.

THE CHAIN OF REDEEMING LOVE
HAS NO WEAK LINK.

In spite of manifold tokens of helpful kind-
ness in the past, believers often give way to
fears about the future, especially when they
reflect on their own inherent weakness, and all
the might and malignity that ever confront
them. There would be good grounds for such
fears were salvation merely of man, an earthly
device, planned and schemed by human wisdom
only ; but this'is not its character, for we arc
expressly and repeatedly assured tlat, alike
in its beginning, middle, and end, it belongeth
wholly to the Lord. He is not more surely
the Author than the Finisher of our faith.

Man's acts of kindness arise often from mere
bursts of momentary feeling : but all such acts
in God spring from wise, holy, and deliberate
purpose, and no purpose of his can ever fail
Therefore, no matter how great may be the
difficulties in the way, how intense the opposi-
tion, sore the discouragements, or crushing the

_|seeming defeats, yet in the end all that the

Father hath given to the Son shall come unto
him.

The apostle sets this vividly before us when
he says: “ Moreover whom he did predestinate,
them he also called : and whom he called, them
he also justified : and whom he justificd, them
he also glorified. What shall we then say to
these things? If God be for 1s, who can be

|against us?”

Here is a chain of mercy and gracc with
many links,—eternal purpose, divine foreknow-
ledge, effectual calling, gracious acceptance,
and final glory,—and all of them so strong that
nothing can weaken or sever them. Mureover,
as one sweetly says, “Each_several link, from
the first to the last, is in his hand, and that
alone renders the chain an indissoluble one,
though reaching from everlasting to everlasting.
At whatever point, therefore, taith lays her
hand on that chain, she finds it strong enough

.|to bear all that she can hang on it, even the

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”
Happily, too, there is one link of this blessed
chain always so near as to be within reach of
all : “ Him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out;” and whoever takes hold of it by faith
makes sure of eternal life.

“The saints,” says Samuel Rutherford, ‘“‘seem
to have the worst of it ; but it is not so. Pro-
vidence is not rolled upon unequal, crooked
wheels; for ‘all things work together for the
good of those who love God, and are the called
according to his purpose.’ Ere it be long, we
shall see the white side of God's providence.”
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CONVERSIONS MAY BE SUDDEN,
YET SURE.

Many look on all sudden gonversions with
such suspiciousness that thcy‘vill scarcely ad-
mit their genuineness in any case, not remem-
bering that some of jthe most remarkable
instances of saving change recorded in Scrip
ture are of this nature. In these cases the sud-
denness of the change, so far from interfering
with the genuineness of it, only brings out
more impressively the riches and efficacy of
We see this strikingly exemplified in the
conversion of Zaccheus. It was a strange sight,
—the chief among the publicans sitting on the
branches of a sycamore tree, and waiting
patiently till Jesus should pass by: yet not
more strange than blessed ; for, as Thomas

Boston says, “ It is good to be in Christ’s way,

Whatever it may have been to others, Z

at least could never forget it, for theps
kindness in it, and inexpressible tep
What the look of Jesus in the hall did for

this look apparently, with the words
panying it, did for Zaccheus : it imbittered'sly
to him, and endeared the Savionr. :

In dealing with him, the Lord was lw
urgent :  *“ Zaccheus,” he said, * make
and come down ; for to-day I must abide at
thy house.” And not without reason, for g
our Lord's ministry was now nearer its close, he
was never again to pass that way. He wastheps
lor the last time, and virtually, therefore, it wag
now or never with Zaccheus. Assul’edly,i[
ever a man should make haste, it is when the
Lord of grace is pissing by and inviting fa
love, and willing to enter in and make his
abode with him. Zaccheus felt it to be so, and
therefore gave instant obedience to the Re
deemer's loving call. :

Doubtless that day of his meeting with
Christ was the brightest and happiest of his
life, and would ever be cherished as its very
suiniest memory ; and reasonably so, for while:
on the morning of that day he awoke an alien
and outcast, without help or hope, yet ere the
sun had set he was forgiven and uccepted, &
child of God and an heir of glory.

Why should not this, in large measure, be.
our expericnce also? The door of mercy isas
open now to us as it was then to Zaccheus;
and the welcome will be as warm, if we only
come as he came, and trust as he trusted, =
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A TRUE SUPPLIANT. s

Brief as is the publican's praver, “God be
merciful to me a sinner,” it yet reveals such &
deep sense of sin, and such a sweet hope
mercy, that it is in every way suitable for
whether the holiest of saints or the vilest
sinners. It is not strange, therefore, that it
been in constant use among the redeemed
the l.ord. “It has formed the living m¢
and dying words of unnumbered thous:
their latest breath has uttered them.”

It is well to note that it was not a |
general pity the publican asked, or mere
bearance, hike the servant in the parable
he said. “Have patience, an‘d I will pay &
all,” but forgiving mercy—* God be merciuil
we a sinner.”  This was his petition ; and h
not only obtained what he asked, but far'
vond it, even all the benefits of a full j
tion—Ireedom from condemnation, ac
in the Beloved, and adopticn into the ‘roy
family of heaven. And these blessings M
received at once, for that very day “Ael
down to his house justified.”

What the Lord did for him, he is able
willing to do for every one who comes
like spirit. Blessed are all such When HUg
Grotius, as he lay dying, had his attenti
drawn to this very prayer, he said, with .gf
earnestness and deep humility, “1 am t
publican,—God be merciful to me a sinner.

Besides the publican, there was another
pliant, the Pharisee; and the difference betw
them has been thus strikingly stated: *
one so gives thanks as to forget to. pray,
other so prays that he afterwards gives that
the one compares himself with other men,
other observes himself in the mirror of God
law ; the one counts up his virtues, the 0
cannot count up his sins ; the one with
virtues still keeps an evil conscience, the

with all his sins receives the full muﬂmh
forgiveness.” b
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