THE WESLEYAN.

For the Provinces of Noba Scotiy, New Brunswick, £,

“HOLD FAST THGE FORM OF

SOUND WORDS.»—SCRIPTURR,

HALIFAX, N. S,

Voruvme Il

MONDAY, JUNE

)

3, 1834, NuMBER 8.

yhical.

n

4 va

v e

fon

LIFE OF THE REV. GEORGE VVHITEFIELD.
(Concluded.)

Mg. WurterieLp continued his successful career un- |

til he sailed for England, where be arrived in My,

1

735, 1
A;.)p!icntinnﬂ having been made to im Ly mary per-
gons to preach twice a week in Long Arre clinpel, near
the theatres, upon being assured thg place was licens-
ed, he preached his first sermon there, but met with
arcat opposition.  He received a prohibition from Bi-
shop B——; and a number of soldiers, drummers, and
other evil disposed persons, were employed to makea
noisc in the adjoining house or yard ; here they m:
a tremendous uproar, and renewed it whenever I,
Whitefield preached. These vagabonds were hired
by subscription, and supplied with drums, bells, &e.,
with whici they kept up an iucessant din from the be-
ginning to the ond of the serinon. The mobs were ilso
excited to rict at the very Goors of the chapel, insuit-
ing both preacher and people as soon as service was
finished ; they also repeatedly broke the windows with
large stones, and severely woundud several of the con-
oregation, J

The gentler tneans which were used to prevent the
wterruption of religious services at Long Acre chapel,
proving utrerly incflectual, and the disturbances con-
tinuing with inereased violence for soveral months,
Me. Whitefi 1ds friends advised him to prosecus

ade

¢ those
notorious oiiunders against all law and deceney; which
being known, his lifi: was threatened. At the taher-
nacle a man came up to ki in the pulpit, and threc
anonymous letters were sent, threatening certain and
sudden death, unless he desisted from preachinzatthe
chapel, and from prosecuting the offenders.  He per-
sisted, and uitimately obtained protection from the
laws of his country, . ,

In conrection with the riots at Long Acre, itis pro-
per to wmention a circumstance which in the order of
time belongs to a subsequent period of his life, Many
acts of violence had been offered to his person, and
much interruption had been given to his ministerial
labours ; but his enemics being now coavinced that
lb_e laws would not permit them to proceed farther in
this way, with impunity, determined to try the effect
of mockery, and he was burlesqued in a manuer the
Most ludicroys and profane, on the stage of the thea-
tre royal, Drury-lane. Their principal tool was the
"f?tormus Sam. Foot, a man well qualificd to act the
Mmic, who having imitated Mr. W hitefield's person

and action with success; and spoken some ludicrous
seutenees in his mauner, was thereby encourazed to
write a furce, to be performed ot Drury-lane :a puece
which, by its horrid blasphemy and nmpiety, cxaited
the just indignation of every serious person, "Tae -
vious author, intending to expose Mo Whitetichl to

| public contempt, made no scruple to treat the very ex-

pressions and saered doctrines o1 the Bible v 't pro-
fane gilicule. Thiz ngw attempt upon Mr. Wit 1!

’

bdoubiless, had its rise in the malice of the play-Loase

prople, who notonly fuled in their attempt to prevent
his preaching in Lonzg Aerechapc!, but were sull niore
exasperated by his building o chiaped of “his cwn i
their immediate neizhbourhood. They, however, fa-
bourcd in vain, as their measures gave Lin, 2ua the
cause in which he was ensaced, greater uotoricty, anld
thereby brought additional thousands to hear  the
Gospel.

The following interesting eircumstance occurre:l
about the time of the Long Acre riot:, and 1 rolated
in the words of Mr, Whitelicid « A man of gond

paris, ready wit, and lively huagication, who made g
kr preseinng
b carry uway

seraps of my sermons, having one evening got sulii-

his hasiness, 1 order to turnish master
over a botile, to come and hear, and the

cient to work upon, as he thought, attempted to go
out ; but Leing pent in on every side, found his endea-
vonrs fraitless,  Obliged thus to stayy and looking up
to wie for {ro-h matter tor ridizule, God was plensed
to pricik him to the heart.  He came to Mr. P——,
full of harror, coutessing his crimes, and longed to ok
my pardon.”

Mr. Whitefield again visited Dullin, where Lis re-
ception was as prowmising as formerly @ his congrega-
tions were very large, wnd many were awckened by
his discourses.

Oun Sunday afternoon, haviag preached on Oxman-
town green, a pluce much frequenied by the Ormoand
and Liberty hoys, as they were called, and where they
often fought, he narrowly escaped with his life. \While
he was preaching, and auring hiis prayer, some stones
were thrown at hiny, which providentially did bim no
Lhurt.  But when he had closzed liis services, and en-
deavoured to return the way he came by the barracks,
to his great surprise aceess was denied, so that he was
obliged to walk nearly half a mile over the green,
through hundreds of rioters, who perceiving binito Le
ulone, threw showers of stones upon him froin cvery
quarter, which made him reel backward and forveard,
till he was ahnost breathless and covered vith a gore
of Llood. At length, with the greatest citliculty. he
etaggercd to the door of aininieter’s house, near tho




