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Oil Grima in ganaral, and Juvenile Crime 

and Depravity.
Whatever view we take of these subjects, 

especially the latter, whether in reference to 
present consequences, or Suture prospects 
iuuI results, they are, undoubtedly, the most 
deeplv injurious of all the manifold evils 
lAiicii deface and uHlict society. Like every 
other form and source of evil, crime diffuses 
its debasing and deadly influences and effects, 
in every direction,j and throughout all the 
relations and interests of life. Every species 
of it, from such offences as are of the most 
heinous and malignant description, down to 
those of inferior turpitude, always, either 
partially corrupts, or utterly destroys the 
moral feelings, and the character, and intiu- 
once tor usefulness, of the individual by 
whom it is committed, and unavoidably sub­
jects him to a variety of temporal allectious ; 
wi true it is,, that even in this life, by the ar­
rangements of an infinitely wise as well as 
merciful Providence, a just retribution, in 
one or a variety of forms, is made to attend, 
ur follow, every violation of the eternal prin­
ciples of truth and righteousness. Again, 
the crime of the individual is always more 
or less afflicting, anti generally otherwise in­
jurious, to those with whom he stands con­
nected by family and kindred ties, as well 
as by various other associations, feelings, and 
interests. And, further, the perpetration of 
every criminal act, is an injury to society at 
large, through the influence of the evil ex­
emple ; and. in many instances, by the dis­
turbance of the peace of the community, the 
weakening of public security and confidence, 
the expenses necessarily attending the ap­
prehension, prosecution, and punishment of 
criminal offenders ; whereby, in the way of 
taxation, the industrious, the peaceable arid I 
virtuous, are made to sutler for the acts of j 
the idle, tiie depraved, and guilty,—:is well j 
ai in various other respects, which will1 
readily he suggested.

It is a melancholy truth, Unit notwith­
standing the means and agencies of religious, 
moral, and benevolent descriptions, have | 
been greatly multiplied in the United King- : 
dota, since the beginning of the present ecu- j 
tury, yet crime, in general, has in the same . 
countries, in a far greater proportion, and i 
even rapidly, increased during the same pc- I 
nod, and particularly female and juvenile ^ 
crime and depravity, within recent years, 
down to the present time. 1 his alarming j 
fact, of the increase of" crime, has been pub- j 
liely and repeatedly declared, by the highest : 
Judges, as well as many of the judicial and 
other legal functionaries, in various parts of j 
the Kingdom. There is, indeed, the most 
palpable proof, that such is the saddening 1 
truth on the subject, in the great increaseol j 
the number of criminal offenders, apprehend­
ed and convicted, far beyond the proportion- | 
ate increase of population. 1 liese afflictive j 
circumstances in the social condition ol the • 
Kingdom, especially the increase ot female j 
and juvenile crime, and depravity, ure, in , 
every view they present, most ominous ol j 
future national calamity and danger ; and, 
therefore, all the truly patriotic and beuevo- j 
lent, should he aroused and stimulated to ■ 
increased exertions, for the suppression and ; 
removal of the causes through which they | 
are produced and extended.

In proceeding to something like a detailed 
exposition of the evils, here intended to he 
treated of. the extent of crime in general, 
throughout the Kingdom, may first, he ap­
propriately given, as made apparent from a 
variety of source tad proofs ; and then, the 
subject of juvenile crime, and depravity, in 
their several principal forms, will, as they 
unhappily demand, require a special exami­
nation and exposure. Some few opportuni­
ties were afforded me, of becoming person­
ally informed, as to the prevalence and ex­
tent bf crime in certain parts of Great Bri­
tain, and some of their results will now be 
appropriately offered. In the year 184H. 
being in the town of Coventry, containing a 
population of only about 30,000, in the small 
county of Warwick,—1 ascertained, that the 
assizes were then being held there, and on 
repairing to the judicial halls, 1 found that 
tlfreo Judges, of the highest Courts in the 
Kingdom, were sitting at the same time, on

j. separate tribunals, for the trials of causes, 
j the chief proportion ot which, I believe, 
j were of criminal descriptions. I may here. 
; remark, that Coventry is not the shiro or 
I county town, hut Warwick, where the prin- 
; eipal assizes for the county arc held. During 
i the hour or two which I spent in the Court,
I chiefly in the principal one, in* which Lord 
I Chief Justice Wilde was presiding, the 
Grand Jury presented about a score or up­
wards ot indictments, and towards the close 
of the sitting for the day, I saw the dock a< 
closely filled, as seemed at all possible, with 
prisoners for arraignment, all of whom, most 
probably, had been charged by indictments 

I presented on the seme day. A large pro- 
1 ]xirtion of them were youthful persons. In 
the same year, at one of the assizes for 
Derby, which also is comparatively but a 
a small county, and of limited population, 
one of thé Judges declared, that there were 
more criminal cases before the Court, than 
had ever previously been known. Being in 
the town of Stafford, which contains only 
about 10 or 12 thousand inhabitants, and the 
county itself, living hat of moderate popula­
tion,—I observed that the prison buildings, 
in the town, were very extensive, and, on 
enquiry was informed, that they covered 
about four acres, and that an average of 
about AGO persons were generally confined in 
them, the principal proportion of whom were 
under criminal charges. In a report l>y one 
the Judges of Assize, to the Secretary of 
State, for the Home Department, made in 
the year 184!), as given in one of the lead­
ing public Journals, it is stated, that during 
the three years immediately preceding, 
crime, in Yorkshire, had increased about 
thirteen per cent, over previous years ; and 
the Report stated, that to all appearance, it 
was still further increased, during that year 
of 1849. Similar statements as to the in­
crease of crime, were made in the sum» 
year of 1849, by the Coroner of Bolton, in 
Lancashire, who publicly declared, in his 
official capacity, that in the seven years 

-from 1882, to 1839, there had been, in all, 
47,455 summary convictions, in Bolton, for 
various offences ; hut that in the seven suc­
ceeding years, down to 18 It), they amounted 
to C4,899, being an increase of *,441 over 
the number in the seven preceding years. 
He further stated, that there ha J been mi 
increase of such convictions, of 5 j per cent, 
in in 18, over the number in 1847 ; and that 
In 1819, crimes were still oil the increase.

In a Report made in the year 1819, bv 
an authorized public Commissioner, lor en­
quiring into the soc.aj condition ol the work­
ing classes in the town of Hull, is the fol­
lowing clause—“ On reference to the annual 
criminal returns, compiled by the superin­
tendent of policé in Hull.—and with copies 
of which since their first issue in lH.jli, I 
have been favoured by that public officer,—
I find, that from the 1st of January 1830, to 
the 30th December 1818, no less than 32,- 
7.j~j persons were taken into custody, within 
the borough, the number in the latter, being 
more than double that ol the former year, 
viz.—3,7l><) and 1,809 respectively. The 
same tel urns furnish some other very start­
ling facts. In 1836, the number of person.- 
committed for trial, was 0 1 ; in 1818 it was 
217; the number convicted and sentenced 
in 1830, was 54 ; in 1848 it was 156. Here, 
then, is evidence of a most alarming in­
crease of crime. Nor must the increase he 
imputed to the lighter classes of offences. 
Twelve years ago. the number of persons 
charged with drunkenness was 981. and ;n 
18J8—thanks to tlie Temperance Societies 
—the number had decreased to 610. I am 
aware that the gross return of prisoners for 
1818 was largely augmented, by an extra­
ordinary influx of vagrants ; but still any one 
who will take the trouble to contrast the ear­
lier arid later criminal returns for the bo­
rough, will see, that not only are more o fen­
ces committed, hut that they are of a worse 
character.” In the “ Age and its Archi­
tects,” is the following statement—“ A few 
years since, it was found in Glasgow, that 
while population was advancing about seoen- 
ty per cent, serious crime had increased five 
hundred per cent; while, over the whole 
country, crime had increased, in twenty-tour 
years, more than thirty fold.”

On this point, of the extent of crime in 
the Kingdom, the following facts are given, 
and remarks made, in a Work, on winch 
full reliance may he placed—“ F roin the 
First Report of the Constabulary Force

! Commissioners, it appears, that the, number preached from that passage, a request which was
I of commitments to prison, for all manner ot « omph. d with. A toge congrégation of her
1 -r -, v l i i iv t t;„r.1 relations and tnends listened with deep attentate,offences, in England .and \> ales, (including . ,  *.• , ,t r T"!

, , .. v ... and we hope with prolit. faster Delong had1 lllti <**» summarily disposed of. and those , Wn tilt. |wb!t of entertaining the Mctho-
sent tor trial) exceeds l(K),000 mutualh ; dbt Ministers at her house. Among those whom
tint as this number only relates to the cases \ ,he often spoke ol" wore Rev. Messrs. Black, John
of punishment, or ot prosecution, it will be : and James Mann, Wii|. Sutcliffe, Rennet. Know-
obvious, that it gives no idea of the actual lan, and several of the elder preachers now
amount of crime perpetrated ; for every one in these Districts have shared in the horoi-
must know, from experience, that considéra- «•>«." of Umt k,mt tam.lv. -Blessed are tho
. . . 1 ...... | demi who die in tho l.oni.hly more mines arc committed than art ; -VarvA< 3:„A. A. McNvrr.
brought under the notice ot the law. r rum j ________ ___c_ .. ....
the rtqiort above 'referretl to, for example, j 4. Diet! on the 17th nit, at Weymouth, in the
we learn, that in the thirtv-threc vears, end- County of Digky, after a protracted illness,
ing 1837, not less than 275,175 forged notes . Kmzabkth, the beloved wife of Robert Haik-
for various sins, were presented at the B.mk ^ leaving a husband and ten children
ol England, being on t he av erage. H.l.W an-1 matWr; ,lso Urjpi cirxde of friends who deeply 
iiuallv ; while the number ot eonx tel tons or ^ |HUlvnt ,|le rent thus made in their society : put 
offering and forging the -ame, with^excry ^ mourn not as those without hom».

1C7 they mourn not as those without hope, 
or 1 Oir tieloved sister had been a member of theother specie» of forgery, was only

50 annually ; heiug one couvietiou i«« j meinouiM society *mng the space of six years j 
ry 105 crimes ot" the above description that and by her life and conversation adorned the doc- 
werc committed! It further appears from ! trine of tied liet Saviour. Some years previously 
the same retain. that of mie hundred felonies ! «« uniting with the pe^le oftiod, she ezperiewrf
committed witi.it. the Sleaford Union, in one | J*

; the Ilex , t. lient, and. as soon as practicable after 
, the formation of the Society at Weymouth, she 
cast in her lot among the people of her choice— 
rejoicing that, through their instrumentality, 1 * 
had been brought out of darkness into the g"
fight ami liberty of the Gospel. While ____
continued, no trivial matters were allowed to in­
terfere with her attemlance on the publid means 
of grace ; anti rarely, if ever, was she absent 
from the house of God, thus testifying by her ex­
ample as well as experience, that she gloried ie 
the Cross of her Redeemer. To those who IWa m 
contigtious to temples mat le with hands, where 
they 111.1v, at statstl times, attend on the ministry 

the Wool of Truth without inconvenience,

year, nineteen only were prosecuted. In 
another place it was stated to the Commis­
sioners, that not a ffh part of the crimes 
that were committed xvere made public, 
which seems to he accounted for, by the 
dread that people are under in the rural dis­
tricts, lest further depredations should ho 
committed upon their property, out ot re­
venge for informing. The Cohimissioners 
mention the case of a farmer having had one 
of his horses stabbed, because he had mere­
ly licensed a man of stealing a pig. The ef­
fect of this upon the farmers, is, say they, 
that if they see or catch a thief at his depre­
dations, they dare not, in many instances, 
proceed against him. Hence, it xvill be seen 
that the actual amount of crime must be ap­
palling. ‘ The Constabulary Force Com­
missioners ’ have estimated it at six hundred 
thousand crimes, annually ; but a little re­
flection upon the nature of tltcir own report 
must convince every one, that xvere that 
number doubted, it would he far nearer, and 
not at all beyond the truth ; lor one of the 
prisoners, whose confessions they have giv­
en. specifies not less than thirty crimes, with­
out intimating that number to include the 
whole which he audit companion committed 
in one excursion, without being at nil brought 
to justice. Another prisoner stales in the 
same report,—11 supported myself partly by 
labour, and partly by crime. I or many years,’ 
and, again, in; says — ‘ twen'y-two years 
elapsed, from my entering upon a course of 
crime, to the period of my first apprehen­
sion.’ In the same prison were txvu others, 
whose criminal career had proceeded for 
upwards of twenty years ; txvo. twenty, four, 
twelve. sixv^/CM, and so on, without it single 
interference of the Jaxv, the average dura­
tion of each prisoner's career ot depreda­
tion, before his first imprisonment, being in 
the above jail, five years ; and in the metro­
polis about two years and a half■ It xve 
calculate, then, on twelve hundred thousand, 
as the aggregate of crimes committed in 
England and Wales, xve think we shall be 
within the bounds ot truth.” ... f|

©bituarn Notices.
Ku» the Wesley a».

We have h id several deaths lately on the 
Bridgetown Circuit, notices of which l will thank 
you to give in your piper.

1. The first i< that of Mr. JotlN KIN'T, who 
died suddenly having left the Chapel at four o’clk., 
r. M , and at eleven was dead ; hut though thus 
suddenly called he xvas Ibiitid prepared. Jlc bad 
been a member of our Church for some years.

2 The second is Mrs Dorcas A. Clark, the 
beloved wife of Mr. John Clark. Site experienced 
religion about a year since, and after having been 
mat 1 led to her now disconsolate hu-haud nearly 
six mouths, she happily fell asleep in Jesus, 
leaving a blessed assurance behind that she has 
gone to be with her Lord.

S. The third is the late Mrs. Kxpkrikxck 
Dkloxu, relict of the late Simon Delong of 
llaniy Mountains, in the hist year of her age, 
fifty-seven of which she had been a most constat­
ent member ot the Wesleyan Cfitin h. Shu he I 
I teen confined to her bed principally for the Lut 
four years with great bodily infirmity ; hut her 
mind wav perfectly < altn and collected ; when at 
la«t, death came, he found her ready. When 
one of her daughters informed her that she was 
living, her reply was—“ praise the Lord,"—and 
then added, “ 1 have fought the goo<l fight,” &c., 

desiring that her funeral sermon might beV

of _____
there is no great anukmt of self-denial required ; 
hut, in her case, being remotely situated from the 
house of God, the aacrifico of domestic comfort 
and personal toil, shows the deep interest ah* 
took in the services of the sanctuary, and that 
from lier heart she could say—“ This people shall 
bt; my people, and their God my God." It may 
I» said with truth—she was one of the excellent 
of the earth ; the law of kindness dwelt on her 
li|>s. and lier truly Christian and benevolent dis- 
jHictioa greatly endeared her to all the flock of 
Christ. r t^

In the in «'ratable arrangement of a gracious, 
Imt mysterioua providence, she iras pi evented, 
by the low of speech, from testifying bee lame in 
die atiMiamtot; yet that I wipe was" like aesOelior 
cast within the vail—sure and steadtast."

About twtdvu months prior to her death, our 
sister was prostrated from comparative good 
health, by an attack of paralysis, from which time 
she lost the power of speech, and never after- 
wards recovered. During some ilays preceding 
her iliemliition, »he lay in a state of insensibility, 
having su tiered much from frespivnt convulsions, 
thus exemplifying that “ whom the Lord loveth 
lie chostcnuth," and that the way to the King­
dom is through “ much trihufotion.” But, while 
•sir hcloxed sister was called to pass through the 
“ furiuive of affliction "— deprived of the power 
of speech, and unable to s/muL of the comforts of 
religion—there can lie no doubt but she felt that 
God w is near to cheer her with Hie presence, 
and that, had she been able to articulate, she 
would have testified of lier resignation to lier 
sorrowing tamily and friends in tlie language of 
the A pic tie —“ For mo to ii vu is Christ, and to 
die is gain." W. P.

Weymouth. iel April, 1-T, I.

5. Diisl in Cornwallis, on the 28th December, 
Auklia, daughter ot the late Rev. William El­
der, of Cape Breton, in the 36th year off her 
age. V forge circle of relatives and friends will 
deeply deplore the premature departure bf this 
amiable, talented-an l de«ervedly esteemed young 
lady. For some months .1 rapidly wasting con­
sumption p'aitily indie.ited her lamented ilisKilu- 
tion. Mis i 1,11 r was among the first to antici 
|iate an oarljr d.-ath .as the certain issue ; and she 
now directed the whole of her well cultivated 
mind to a preparation to meet the Inst enemy in 
the triumph iff liith. Though it afforded Mi#» 
K. much pleasure to refer to an early jtcrio»! of 
her life for li-r first religious imprci'tons ami en­
joyments, <vid she could turn with satisfaction to 
o'iier periods xvheu she enjoyed profitable com­
munion with God, evan amidst lift's unsatisfying 
pastime*, yet nothing hut the present assurance 
of a Saviour's hive could afford the peace sbo 
desired, aud a daily supply of spiritual foot!
could alone satisfy hor soul’s hungering after 
righteoiisuc s ' In the latter port of her illness 
especially, Miss K. onjoyol a calm and peaceful 
assurance of a h ippy immortality, and with that 
perfect loro which casteth out fear* awaited 
her Lord's coming. She died as all Christians 
desire to die, as a poor sinner resting on the Sa­
viour. “ Tell my friends," said she “that I die 
a monument of grace, a poor sinner, but Jesus 
died fur sinners. He is all my trust." Miss E. 
was a young lady xvhoso talents and education 
well qualified her to fill a large sphere of useful­
ness and influence ; hence, in her death, society 
has sustained au irreparable loss.—Communie 
cated.


