JUNE 21, 1018

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

3

The married life of Saint Rita did
not come up to the expectations of
her parents. The dissipated Ferdi-
nand, was not easily converted, Ofa
flery nature, he was forever in the
bitter strifes and feuds which waxed
strong in his day, and which were too
often perpetuated with increasing
virulence from genecration to genera-
tion. Upon her and the home she
graced by her virtues he looked with
indifference while his heart was
allured by the ill fated delights that
are found in debauchery and riot.
For eighteen long years did the
blessed Rita suffer and pray for the
conversion of her husband. She
never spoke bitterly nor ill of him,
" Bear in mind,” she would say, " that
the wife who speaks ill of her hus-
band is not less at fault than is he
whose evil ways have given grounds
for the accusation,”

But at length the tears and pray-
ers of the wife won the gift of repent
ance for Ferdinand. Divine grace
flooded his soul and he determined to
spend the remainder of his life in
doing penance for the outrages he
had committed against God and his
family. Butthe debt of divine justice
was to be paid. The dagger of an
assassin, who had nourished resent-
ment from strifes of former days cut
short the career of the unfortunate
Ferdinand in the first fervor of his
repentance. And here a new sorrow
was given to Rita. Her two sons, did
not follow the noble example of their
mother and forgive the assassin.
They determined to avenge their
father's murder. Her prayers and
entreaties seemed to have no effect
upon them. They would avenge the
blood of their father. And Rita
prayed the prayer of a saint for
them:

* Oh God,” she sobbed, " if these
children, with which Thou hast blest
me in the days of my sorrow shall
avenge a father’'s murder by defiling
their own souls with blood, deign to
take them to Thy own keeping, ere
the crime be enacted.”

And the prayer of the heart-broken
widow was heard. The two sons
were suatched away from this life :
‘Taken away lest wickedness should

alter their understanding, or deceit |

beguile their souls.”

And now again her soul turned to-
wards the Angustinian convent. But
her widowhood and the fact that she
thirty-five years of age stood a
barrier in her way. She took her
self to prayer, and then she proceeded
to the Convent of the Augustinian
Nuns Politely.but firmly
she was refused admittance. Again
she turned to prayer and penance in
order that might attain what,
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One night shortly after her dis-
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appointing visit to the good Sisters
in Cascia she was interrupted in her
prayers by the sound of avoice of in-
expressible sweetness.

* Rita, Rita!” said the voice. " Thy
prayers have beenreceived with favor.
God grants thee the fruition of thy de-
sires.”

Before her astonished eyes appeared
St. John the Baptist, followed imme
diately by St. Augustine and St.
Nicholas of Tolentine, the
special advocates of her devotion.
They guided her to the Augustinian
and without loosening bolt
admitted her into the sacred
of Cascia
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shed HOW
of examining her body
in an He declares
that the body, though cadaverous in
appearance, is still in a perfect state
of preservation, possessing all the
outlines of youth. The Augustinian
Manual gives a very complete sketch
of her life, and will surely spread de-
votion to this newly canonized saint.
—New World.
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A MOST WONDERFUL
STORY

No name in modern history is sur-
reunded by so touching and mysteri-
ous a halo of the supernatural as is
that of Joan of Arc, the Maid of
Orleans. The most audacious scof-
fers at religion have stood in awe in
contemplating the purity, devotion
and intensity of religious zeal re-
vealed in the character of this peas-
ant's child, who was called by Divine
Providence to undo the mischiefs
caused by a foolish queen. Joan of
Arc was remarked from childhood
for her physical energy and a pecu-
liarly sensitive temperament, and
was most exemplary in her conduct
toward her humble, but pious par-
ents,

As she grew to womanhood she be-
came inclined to silence, and spent
much of her time in solitude and
prayer. At this time the English
had extended their conquests by in-
trigue and invasion over a great
part ,of France. and the young King
Henry VI England had been de-
clared king of France, while the
young Maid of Orleans was yet only
old. She became con-
atb tender age, of
supernatural  visitations, and in
prayer and meditation several

g she became filled with the pre
science of her wonderful destiny.
There was an old tradition current
that the calamities which would be-
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At last the Maid, when but seven-
teen years old, managed to secure an
audience with the Governor of the
Provinece and his promise to get for
her, if possible, an audience with the
Dauphin Charles, In the following

February she set out on her perilous |

journey to the royal court. Charles
at first refused to see her, but after
three days he granted her an audi-
ence. The stories of her being in-
spired by Heaven to deliver France
from her enemies were received with
incredulity at the court, and in order
to cover her with confusion when
she was brought into the royal cham
ber, Charles, disguised, was in the
crowd of attaches, and Joan was
asked to point him out, which she
promptly did.

Accordingly, she was permitted to
set forth with an army of about ten
thousand, designed for the reliel of
Orleans. At the head of the army
Joan road, clad in a coat of mail and
carrying a whité standard embroid-
ered with lilies, and having on one
side the image of God seated on the
clouds and holding the world in His
hand, and on the other a representa-
tion of the Annunciation, She suc-
ceeded in entering Orleans on the
29th April, 1429, and, after an extra-
ordinary display of valor. and intre-
pidity, she forced the English to
raise the siege and retire with pre-
cipitation. The French army pur
sued the English, and the latter
were entirely defeated at Patay, with
a loss of nearly five thousand men,
while the French lost but few.
From this event Joan was called the
Maid of: Orleans.—N. Y. Freeman's
Journal.
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NARRATIVE OF A

RECENT CONVERSION

-
NON - OATHOLIC PICKS T
STRAY LEAF FROM A CATHO-.
LIC PRIMER HE READS AND
IS IMPRESSED, AND PRE
SERVES FOR REFERENCE

Catholics, as a rule, think very little
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appreciate it at its full worth, and
converts, too, have a better know
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Soon after regaining the use of his
faculties, the injured man stated that
was a Catholic he did
that a priest
him, and the priest who gives the in
formation on which the history
based, was sent for. He writes :

“On reaching the injured man'’s
bedside I found him well disposed to
become a Catholic. I baptized him
and at the request of the surgeon
who was to amputate his foot, 1 pre-
pared him for death, administering
the last rights of the Church.”

What was the mysterious power
that brought about this conversion ?
What was the agency employed by
Almighty God in giving the simple-
minded, hard-working, middle-aged
English gentleman, the priceless
gift? A leaf from a primer or first
lesson book, prepared for the use of
children in Catholic schools. Written
in lead pencil on the leaf is the prob-
able name of the owner, Miss Kate
Duffin,

The leaf is illustrated and shows a
priest engaged in the celebration of
the Mass. At the base of the illus-
tration are the following statements:

1. This is a priest.

2. Weneed his aid

3. Allthe day's we live,

4. And at the hour of death.

From this point we will allow the
priest, who furnishes the information,
to continue the narrative :

“On visiting the hospital the next
day one of the Sisters handed me a

not

desire be brought

leaf from a Catholic primer, which I
enclose. The Sister had found this
in the man's clothing when trying to
secure some means of identification
ifl)l' the purpose of (~uxmnlxnirntiln;,'
| with relatives, This gave me an in-
| sight into matters supernagural, jus-
| tified by a subsequent statement
| from the injured Mr. Buchannan.

. “He had regained considerable
‘Hh'vnglh at this time, and when I
| called to see him that day I showed
{hin. the well-preserved primer leaf.
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He recognized it at once and, by the
way of explanation of God's mercy to
him, said: "I picked that little piece
of paper up on the street yesterday,
and after reading the printed matter
at the bottom of the page, folded it
up neatly and placed it in my pocket.
When the car struck me, the first
thought that eame to me was the re
sult of the printed words on the
page: This is a priest. We need
his aid all the days we live, and at
the hour of death. The interval be-
tween the instant of injury aud that
of unconsciousness was very brief,
but I had remembered the words,
This remembrance was the only
thing in my mind before 1 became
unconscious. It was the first thought
that came into my mind when con-
sciousness returned, and, believing
it to be an indication of the will of
God, I acted accordingly. The re.
sults have been truly wonderful. 1
am suffering pain, but I am calmly
resigned. The doctors say that 1
will recover., Be this as it may, my
mind is at peace. 1 feel that I have
had given to me a treasure that is
worth a life of suffering. If I sur-
vive these injuries I will do my best
to prove that God's gift is appreci-
ated by one of the least of His chil-
dren," "

ENGLISH CATHOLIC
LITERATURE
By \\‘1'.1:41 Ward

Half a century ago Cardinal New-
man, as Rector of the Catholic Uni-
versity of Ireland, delivered some
lectures on English Catholic litera-
ture. 'They contained incidental
suggestions full of insight. But 1
venture to characterize them as on
the whole rather provoking. Dr.
Newman's chief contentions were in-
deed most just that English
Catholic literature ought not to be

ones
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So much is indisputable. Equally
indisputable Dr. Newman's fur-
ther contention that on the neutral
terrain of pure science there can be
Catholic literature
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Newman does not appear
to comtemplate. Granted
that a sectarian or polemical char-
acter or tone would be destructive to
the idea-of an English Catholic liter

ature, that such characteristics be-
long rather to professed work of
apologetic than to literature, does it
follow that Catholic literature has
no special field ? Is specialism
necessarily coincident with sectarian-
ism ? And may not a Catholic have
the qualities of a specialist inmatters
connected with his religion ? Is he
not likely to know much more about
such matters than others know ?
Again, granted that the classical lit-
erature of a country in its full length
and breadth cannot be religious or
even innocent, but must reflect the
sinfulness as well as the virtues of
human nature in that country,
are there not many individual
works of genuine literature which
deal with aspects of that nature and
not with the whole of it ? And is
there not a religious aspect ? Bun-
yan's “‘ Pilgrim's Progress " is a work
of prose; Wordsworth’'s “ Ode on
Immortality ” a work of poetry ; both
of them are profoundly religious.
Yet, who will deny to either of them
a place among our classics ? The
writers of the romantic school in
Germany and France, such men as
La Motte Fouque, Tieck, Novalis,
Chateaubriand, contributed to the
classical literature of their countries,
yet they were all engaged in depict-
ing in one way or another the Chris-
tian and chivalric ideal of life which
had so greatly lost its influence in
the eighteenth century. They dealt
with one aspect, one way of viewiug
life, yet they were classical writers
Because the whole literature of

country cannot be made up of such
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that it may include them ? I claim,
then, that the writings of Catholics
may, like those works of Bunyan and
Wordsworth, perfectly well occupy

a special field of English classical |

literature, a field marked out for
them by the subjects on which as
Catholics they very naturally have
unusual facilities for becoming spec-
ialists, and that it is perfectly pos-
gible for them to do this and yet to
avoid the sectarianisimm which
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A pictare of Catholic life in fiction
can very rarely be adequately given
by one who has no belief in Catholic

ideals. The same is true of biog-

| raphy, and in a less degree, perhaps,

of certain chapters of history, There
are no doubt partial exceptions.
Some writers of the romantic school
who were never actually Catholies
had an imaginative sympathy with
Catholic ideals which a believer
the Catholic Church could not sur.
pass. And there are other instances
where justice of mind and ethical

familiar |

mn

sympathy have enabled non-Catholic |

writers to treat with striking success
themes that are specially suitable to
Catholic writers.

Mr. Cotter Morrison's admirable
"Life of St. Bernard” is the work of
a positivist. Ranke's "History of the
Popes” could hardly have been more
justly or truthfully written by a
Catholic, granted the limitations of
the work as to its scope. Murs, Oli
phant wrote an extraordinarily sym
pathetic "Life of Montalembert.” In
fiction, too, Sir Walter Scott was a
classieal writer who contributed
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that familiarity with the temper of
the general reading public and that
sympathy with men belonging to
schools of thought widely different
from their own which enabled them
to depict the Catholic point of view,
in the one case in fiction, in the
other in history, without irritating
by unfairness those whose views
were different, and in such a way
as to command great attention and
respect. Neither of them was
polemical, neither sectarian. Yet
both realized, vividly, as an outsider
could not realize them, the aims and
ideals which explain the action of a
Catholic whether in actual history or
in an imagined drama of the novel-
ist.,—Truth.
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A GOOD DEED

It must be remembered that any
one who procures the celebration of
ajMass which would not otherwise be
celebrated, does not benefit alone his
for whom the
Mass is offered or that of the priest
who offers it, but the whole' Church
of God in heaven, on earth,
under the earth This is a good
deed which God and the
gaints and‘the angel well as the
living and the dead, and it is no von
if the prayers and of
such a person are a the
intercessions of all w. H.
J. Coleridge, S. J.
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Good housekeepers commence
using Wilson's Fly Pads early in
the season. Do it now. You will
not kill many, but every one repre-
sents thousands that would infest
your home later on.

THE BLACK-ROBE
VOYAGEUR

*
MRS, NORA TYNAN O'MAHONY, IN

MIS-
SIONARY RECORD

More like a book of stirring ad
venture than a mere record of pious
missionary labovs is the story
Father Lacombe's life ;llnnn‘,{s!‘
Indian tribes of North America.

historian, Miss Katherine Hughes,
brings to her work a loving interest
and anuntiring zeal which, together
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Here again the schoolboy’s interest
will roused, for, over hundred
yvears before, a lovely
ancestress of Madame Lacombe, was
carried into captivity and married by
an Indian Chief, to whom she bore
two sons. She was subsequently
stolen away by a voyageur uncle who
went in search of her, and restored
with her boys to her own people;
and one of these boys was the direct
ancestor of Albert Lacombe.

Perhaps thus—who know it
may have been through some deep-
rooted reason of heredity and kins-
manship—'‘of deep calling to deep "
—that Albert Lacombe had almost
from his earliest years a longing to
give up farming, to become a holy
priest, and in time, with God's help,
to preach the gospel of Christ to the
pagan Indian tribes. It was the
kindly old curé of his parish, Mon-
sieur de Viau, who seeing the lad's
trend of mind, at first helped him to
this great end, by sending him to col-
lege and paying his way.

The Bishop and priests liked him
well, and would fain have kept him in
their midst, doing good work in a
quiet way, but as soon as he was or
dained and ready he felt ™ No, that

not for me! 1 would not live
quietly like that for all the world.
I must g out and work. 1 must
my in my own way."
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Soon the longed-for and we must be
lieve, predestined opportunity offered
and Father Lacombe set out for the
of Pembina the
the Pays d'en Hant.
But it w not till some little time
later that, feeling strongly within
himself, the necessity of belonging to
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a religious order, the became one of
the Oblate Fathers of Mary Immacu-
late, :

From the time of his selting out
on the mission to the Indians, the
story of his travels becomes one of
increasing interest and adventure,
the latter not always, to be sure, of
the most- pleasant or agreeable kind,
But the Indians seemed to have
taken to him from the very beginning
and during that first apprenticeship
years of his labors in the forest mis
sion of Pembina, he devoted every
moment of possible leisure to the
mustering of the Indian language,

We find him setting off as chaplain
to his picturesque Indian flock,
numbering over one thousand men,
women and children, as well as hun
dreds of fine ponies for buffalo run
ners, cart lll)l'.\ 8, oxen, and
numerable dogs, on one
the great annual Buffalo hunts
in the Praires, which supplied
the Indians for the year with meat
which, eaten fresh, or dried,
pounded in wooden bowls, mixed
with hot grease and dried berries,
formed the pemmican, or manna of
the Canadian prairies. During these
hunts, in addition to saying Mass
daily at dawn, and teaching the chil
dren catechism, and instructing the
women and aged people left in camp
while the men hunted, Father
Lacombe had also to be the father of
the party, physician, counsellor, and
the unquestioned arbiter of all
quarrels and disputes amongst the
men,
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One wishes again tell much
more of this interesting work. But
perhaps I may return to it another
time.
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A CHAPEL TREE
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of God, but few
ancient or curious than the
Chapel of Our Lady of Peace, in Alou-
ville, Normandy. An oak under
which the Druids offered their
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A Unique Improvement in Vest Straps

The Cumfy-Cut Vest is the first low cut, <
sleeveless vest to overcome the objec- ’
tionable feature of the straps slipping

) h This is due to a
unique improvement in the kaitting of the
straps, which, once the vest is put on,

Cumfy-Cut Vests
are fashioned to

the prevailing fashions.

Your dealer

luxury of the highest quality
underwear at no greater ex-
pease than ordinary kinds.

shapeliness and fit.

for ladies. Three grades

Cumfy-Cut Vests and Union Suits are made in all sizes
Cotton, Lisle, Mercerized and Silk,

fit the form—so necessary with

has Cumfy-Cut Vests
and offers them at a price that en-

ables you to enjoy the daintiness and

o~
<
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Cumfy-Cut Underwear with-
stands repeated laundering,
without losing its original

Contrast Cumly-Cut with the Old Style

AT ALL FIRST CLASS

DEALERS EVERYWHERE
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