
Why It Was Made and What 
It Means to the Church 

- and State in France.

Hie recent rupture In the diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and 
3Ftance, which hae once more focused 
publie attention upon the Concordat 
Hi 1801, is the subject of an inter
esting article by James McCaffrey in 
the Freeman’s Journal, Dublin. Some 
people, and amongst them the First 
Minister in France, denounce it as 
being disastrous in the present cir-

but the discussions proceeded with
out much fruit. There were too 
many interested in preventing an 
agreement between the Pope and Na
poleon to allow of its speedy con
clusion. The infidel generals who 
surrounded the First Consul, toge
ther with many of the Legislative 
body, joined hands with the Minis
ters of Austria and Naples to break 
off the negotiations. Suddenly the 
French Minister at Rome received 
peremptory orders from Napoleon to 
withdraw to the quarters of General 
Murat at Florence, if the Concordat 
sent from Paris were not signed 

alteration l

cumstances to the best interests of
the State; whilst others, equally well 
informed, declare that the Church 
can never hope for success so long as 
the fetters forged by Napoleon in 
the Concordat remain to enslave her, 
Not a few with whom we came in 
contact have been seriously puzzled 
to know why Pius VII. could ever 
have been tricked1 into maknng such 
concessions to France—concessions 
some of which appear to be against 
the very constitution of the Church. 
Perhaps a brief account of the nego
tiations leading up to the Concor
dat and of the conditions really em
bodied therein will supply a sufficient 
answer.

The victorious forces of the French 
Republic had surrounded the City of 
Rome, and carried away the aged 
Pontiff, Pius VI. to Valence, where 
he died a prisoner in. their hands. 
Many people declared that with his 
death they had heard the last of 
the Papacy. But, to the surprise of 
everybody, the Cardinals, starting 
from their different hiding places, 
hurried towards Venice, where the 
Conclave was held, and in a few 
months Pius VH. was elected Pope. 
He immediately set out for the Pon
tifical States, where he arrived only 
to learn that Napoleon had crushed 
the forces of Austria at the battle of 
Marengo, and that all Italy was at 
the mercy of the conqueror. Even 
greater was his astonishment when 
a few days later a courier arrived 
from Cardinal Martiniana, Bishop of 
Vercelli, to announce that Napoleon 
was anxious to come to terms with 
the Holy See and to treat of the re
establishment of religion in France. 
Napoleon's object is sufficiently ap
parent. Though without much reli
gion himself, he saw that the vast 
majority of the French people were 
still sincere Catholics, whose sym
pathies and votes he was certain to 
win by making peace with the Pope, 
whilst even then dreams of the Im
perial power, of the days when the 
Pope and the Emperor joined hands 
to rule the world, rose before his 
mind, and he was not without hope 
that, with the aid of his sword and 
diplomacy, such days might come 
again.

On the other hand, Pius VII. had 
good reason to be anxious for a re
conciliation with France almost at 
any cost. Though the wild (jury of 
,the Revolution had spent its forces, 
and men no longer dreamed of wor
shipping the Goddess of Reason, as 
they had done in the person of an 
■opera singer at Notre Dame, yet 
traces of its work still remained. 
Even then one might see in the 
streets of Paris churches once dedi
cated to Divine service, wrenched 
from the purposes of their pious 
founders and turned into temples for 
the worship of Friendship, Liberty, 
Youth, Manliness, Equality, and such 
like. Many of the Bishops and 
priests wer« slaughtered in the first 
violence of the Revolution, while 
others escaped to seek refuge in 
England, Germany and Spain. The 
constitutional clergy, who had taken 
the oath which no man unless a trai
tor to the Church and religion could 
take, were forced upon an unwilling 
people at the point of -the bayonet. 
Everything was in disorder and con
fusion; there was no regular Hierar
chy to whom the loyal priests who 
remained could look for guidance, 
aor was it possible to communicate 
with the Holy See to secure the fa
culties which they required for the 
special circumstances.

No wonder, then, that Pius VH. 
was willing to sacrifice a great ileal 
to depend. No sooner did he learn 
"with France, especially as upon the 
attitude of Napoleon the welfare of 
the Church, not only in Prance, hut 
also in Italy and Germany, seemed 
to depend. No sooner did he learn 
that Napoleon was anxious for peace 
than he despatched as his plcnipo- 
tentiary to Paris Mgr. Spina, who 
had accompanied Pius VI. in his im
prisonment in Valence, whilst 
ealvi was created a Cardinal to fol
low the negotiations at Rome,, A 
few months later Napoleon gaveevU- 
dence of his good faith by neevedit- 
ing M. Cacault as his Ambassador
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the universal rejoicings,
Parie, but all over Fra
cordât, with it» aocon 
the Organic Articles, waa solemnly 
proclaimed. Later on we shall dis
cuss the attitude of Pius VII. to
wards the Organic Articles, but here 
it will suffice to say that no sooner 
did he learn of the deception that 
had been practised than he handed in 
to the French Minister at Rome, and 
through his Legate at Pari», to the 
First Consul, hie most energetic pro
tests.

The Concordat, after a preamble, 
wlthA11t , i recognizing that the Catholic religion.a Ü* ” ilUratlon 1 Is that of the vast majority of the
within three days. The authorities t French citizons. CODalata 7 ^
at Rome were alarmed lest Murat 'seventh clause, many o^wMeh wé
should march immediate* upon tim ;ZTnZ v ZT' WUcb 
Eternal Ci*. M. Cacault. uncerta^ " *** °< Ut««
Eternal City. M. Cacault, uncertain 
as to the line of conduct he should 
adopt, hurried to the apartments of 
Consalvi, and besought him as he 
loved the re-establishment of religion 
in France, to set out immediately 
for Paris, where he could treat di
rectly with Napoleon himself. Con- 
ealvi followed this advice. Bidding 
good-bye to the Pope and the Cardi
nals, he posted night and day to 
Paris, where, no sooner had he ar
rived than he was summoned into 
the presence of Napoleon, who re
ceived him with marked coldness. But 
the syren of Rome', as Consalvi was 
called, proved too straightforward 
and agreeable for Napoleon to con
tinue in his attitude of distrust. The 
negotiations were once more resum
ed and pushed forward in real ear
nest. Sometimes the discussions on 
the terms were continued for as much 
as sixteen hours without interrup
tion. Consalvi, Spina the Arch
bishop of Corinth, and Caselli, ex- 
General of the Servîtes, represented 
Pius VII. in the negotiations; while 
Napoleon himself, his brother, Jos
eph Bonaparte, Cretet, Councillor of 
State, and the Abbe Bernier watched 
the interests of France. Napoleon 
showed himself all through the nego
tiations a relentless tyrant, to 
whom might was right. When the 
arguments on Consalvi proved too 
strong for a reply none was attempts 
ed, the will of the First Consul be
ing considered a sufficient justifica
tion for any clause, however extra
vagant. Discussions were cut short 
by the threat of immediately break
ing off the negotiations, and the 
awful consequences of such a rup
ture were painted m their most som
bre colors not alone by the hench
men of Napoleon, but also by the 
representatives of the great Catholic 
powers of Austria and Spain. Never
theless the Papal Ambassador show
ed himself worthy of the confidence 
that had been reposed in him. Un
der the most unfavorable circum
stances, with the awful responsibili
ty of failure constantly weighing in 
his mind, surrounded by men ready 
to take advantage of the smallest 
mistake, he clung desperately to the 
position which he had marked out 
for himself, disputing word for wo-rd 
and line for line, yielding at las 
when the condition was such that 
his conscience could accept, but brav
ing the anger even of the First Con
sul when terms were proposed anta
gonistic to the constitution of the 
Church. At last the terms were 
agreed upon, and on the 23rd July,
1801, the Concordat was signed at 
Paris by the Plenipotentiaries of the 
Pope and France. Cardinal Caprara 
was. commissioned to proceed to 
Paris as Legate a latere, to superin
tend the execution of the Convention, 
especially the articles referring to 
the new diocesan division and the 
appointment of the Bishops. Diffi
culties soon arose in regard to the 
clergy who had taken the oath to 
the Civil Constitution, and, despite 
the earnest efforts of the Papal Le
gate, months passed without the 
Concordat being proclaimed in Paris. 
Everybody wondered why its publics 
tion was being delayed. The answer 
was apparent, when, in the spring of
1802, M. Portalis. who had been 
charged with the re-organization of 
public worship, brought the Con
cordat before the Legislative Body 
for ratification. Together with the 
terms which had been agreed upon 
by the representatives of the Pope 
and France, he added a number of 
articles, afterwards referred to as the 
Organic Articles, by which the liber 
ty of the Church guaranteed in the 
Concordat was entirely destroyed.
The Pope had never been consulted 
before their publication; but had 
he been so, many of them were of 
such a nature that» he could never 
have given his approbation. After 
careful, consideration. Napoleon clear
ly foresaw that the Legislative Body 
would never accept the Concordai 
terms as being too favorable to the 
Church, and hence he was obliged to 
win their approval by taking away 
with the one hand what he appeared 
to give with the other. The I^gisla-

portance In the present controversies. 
The first article guarantees “that the 
Catholic religion shall be freely ex
ercised In France. Its service shall 
be publicly performed conformably 
to the regulations of poîfcç which 
the Government shall judge necessary 
for the public tranquility." Against 
the insertion of the latter clause 

^Consalvi fought «in vain. He object
ed,'aatt rightly ào, that the restric
tion was of too vague a character, 
and one that in the hands of an un
scrupulous legislator might easily 
be made to nullify the liberty that 
had been guaranteed. Having failed 
to secure any modification he would 
have even preferred that the whole 
article had been omitted, but in the 
end his fears were set at rest by 
the assurance that the police regula
tions had a very definite meaning, 
and could only refer to public pro
cessions and such like. Future events 
have fully shown the foresight of 
Consalvi in opposing such a restric-
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The great difficulty was the re
establishment of the Hierarchy. The 
Pope, on his part, engaged to secure 
the resignation of the exiled Bishops, 
who Were distasteful to the Govern
ment, and when the Sees had thus 
been left entirely vacant a new dio
cesan division corresponding more or 
less with the civil departments was 
to be marked out. For the new 
Sees thus created, Napoleon had the 
right to nominate the candidate to the 
Pope, and the Pope then conferred 
the canonical institution. This was 
to be the method followed in ap
pointing to all future vacant Bishop
rics in France. The meaning of this 
clause we hope to discuss fully in the 
light of the Papal actions, but here 
it is sufficient to note that Consalvi 
at the time expressly refuted the 
French Minister’s statement that 
the Pope was bound by the Concor
dat to accept as Bishop any man 
whom the Frencn Government 
thought fit to nominate without any 
examination of his life and qualifica
tions. It was agreed, too, that the 
Bishop once appointed, could pro
ceed to select his Viccr-General and 
priests, but his choice was to be 
confined to persons approved by the 
Government. The next question 
dealt with was that of the Ecclesias
tical property. The Pope, on his 
part, agreed that neither he nor his 
successors should disturb in any 
manner those who had acquired the 
possessions of the Church alienated 
during the French revolution, while, 
on the other hand, the French Gov
ernment undertook to return the 
churches for divine worship, and to 
grant a suitable emolument to the 
Bishops and priests. The latter is a 
clause that has been frequently bro
ken during the last few years by 
the Government of M. Combes, and 
we should like to know what answer 
the First Minister would give to the 
argument of Cardinal Vannutelli that 
if the Government feels at liberty to 
suspend the stipends ol Bishops and 
cures without any violation of the 
Concordat and without any consulta
tion with the Pope, why could the 
Pope, on his part, not withdraw the 
spiritual powers of the Bishops with
out seeking the approbation of the 
President 7 The seventeenth and 
last clause is the one that should 
be borne in mind. By it, "it was 
provided that in case any of the suc
cessors of the First Consul should 
not be a Catholic, the rights and 
prerogatives mentioned in the fore
going articles, as well as the nomi
nation to the Bishops" Sees shall be 
regulated with regard to him by a 
new Convention." We wonder if the 
circumstances contemplated in this 
article have not come to pass under 
the present Government of France. 
Such Is the history of the Concordat 
and such the concessions really 
agreed to by Pope Pius VII. With 
the Organic Articles we shall deal
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and children’s dresses. They come in almost every"* aPted .,or lndi(,s' 
color, and are excellent value at 45c per yard Sap, p concelval,,l?

BEAUTIFUL NEW SILKS AT UNDEmLUEWET
tfAtt orn nlnuntnrv n XT on* Q111, TtIf you are planning a New Silk Dress for special
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A BOOK FIELD WANTED.

The Poet Had a Long Search, but it 
Finally Turned Up.

Eugene Field was a book collec
tor, and one of his favorite jokes, 
according to the Philadelphia Post, 
was to enter a bookshop where he 
was not known and ask in the sol- 
emnest manner for an expurgated 
edition of Mrs. Hemans’ poems. One 
day in Milwaukee he was walking 
along the street with his friend 
George Yenowine, when the latter 
halted in front of a bookshop and 
said : “Gene, the proprietor of this 
place is the most serious man I ever 
knew. He never saw a joke in his 
life. Wouldn’t it be a good chance to 
try again for that expurgated Mrs. 
Hemans ?" Without a word Field 
entered, asked for the proprietor, 
and then made the usual request.

an excellent opportunity to gratify your taste In ihl aT®8"
48- BLACK TAFFETA SILKS, 33. =

Pure Black, Lyons Dyed, Fine Bright Finish 01 • ,regular 48c" Silk. Special .......... ....... ' 21 inChes
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WOMEN TOIL ON NEW CHURCH

In order to build a new $20,000 
church the women members of the 
North Side Christian Church in Kan-. 
sas City, Kan., are working with the 
men by torchlight, handling pick 
and shovel vigorously. The work is 
being done largely by night, so as 
not to interfere with the regular vo
cations of the workers, who gather 
each evening and, under the direc
tion of the pastor, dig, wheel earth, 
and carry stones to be used next 
day by the stone masons.

At first the women brought hot 
lunch for the men at midnight. The 
sight of the men"ThAt io o „„ „„ , . ,,“ I signt oi tne men at work inducedmat is a rather scarce book, came

Ik, Htniv ..A______ _________ -________ them to try it. They began to digthe reply. “Are you prepared to pay 
a fair price for it ?" For just a 
second Field was taken aback. Then 
he said : “Certainly, certainly: I— 
I know it’s rare." The man stepped 
to a case, took out a cheaply bound 
volume and handed it to Field, say
ing, “The price is $5." Field took 
it nervously, opened to the title 
page and read in correct print, “The 
Poems of Mrs. Felicia Hemans. Se
lected and Arranged With All Ob- 
jectional Passages Excised by George 
Yenowine. Editor of 'Isaac Watts 
For the Home,’ 'The Fireside Han
nah More,' etc.," with the usual 
publisher’s name and date at the 
bottom. Field looked up at the 
bookseller. He stood there the very 
picture of sad solemnity. “I’ll take 
it," said Field faintly, producing the 
money. Outside Yenowine was miss
ing. At his office tjre boy said he 
had just left, saying that he was 
going to Standing Rock, Dakota, to 
keep an appointment with Sitting 
Bull.

little, and soon were working 
hard as the men. They offered to 
work on regular shifts as the men 
do. but this idea has been discourag
ed.

LIMITED

SISTERS AS SCHOLARS.

The New York Tribune is quoted 
as saying that at the University of 
Bonn four nuns have registered at 
the lecturep in philosophy. At Inns
bruck four Ursuline Sisters are at
tending • the lectures in philosophy 
at the university. Sister Gonzaga 
of the Charity Hospital in Cleveland 
recently passed the examinations of 
the Ohio board of pharmacists and is 
now a regularly qualified pharmacist. 
“And wasn't it at the summer 
school at Harvard two or three 
years ago," says the Tribune, 
'that a professor said that the 

greatest mathematical mind he had 
ever met was lodgpd under the me
dieval head-dress of a religious. ?"

ALARMED!

THE TRDB WITNESS i. printed «=d p,UUb.d 
»t flo. 2Buoby etret-T. Montre»), Caned*, by 
The Tar* WmiES» P. * P. Co , Patrick F. 
Cfonin, of Toion to. proprietor.

Thi entire trade is now alarmed at the great success attending our Retiring From 
Business Sale. They cannot see when I get out they will get in, and share the large 
business I havealway» done in Carpets and Furnishing*.

My thoughts at present are quickness of conversion of this onr immense stock of

Carpets, Curtains and Furnishing Goods 
Beds and Bedding,

int > that liquid asset known as Cash.
Xonr early realization of the position is yotir saving opportunity at

THOMAS LIGGET «iXTmtTuMuÿ.

We harp upon the fact because it is 
the most important of ail fact, in 
connection with merchandizing-qua- 
Uty-QUALITY AT RIGHT PRICES!, 
That's where the Irresistible appeal 
of this store comes in. That's why 
"once a customer, always a eus- 
tomer," has become • a traditional 
motto in all our departments ! Sa
tisfied customers are the best adver
tisement ! Our customers are al
ways satisfied, because we invariably 
see to it that quality in the fullest 
sense of the word combines with 
right price-values in all the various 
lines of goods which we handle.

NEW VELVETS.
New Black Silk, Mantle Velvets, 41 

inches wide, $4.75 and $5.00 yard. 
New Black Pan Velvet, $4.00 yd. 
New Velvet Costume Cords, black 

and colors, 75c and $1.00 yd.
Special line of Colored Silk Velvet, 

for Costumes, $1.00 yd.
2000 yds. Plain and Fancy Tama- 

line Silk, all the new shades, 50c yd.

new dress goods.
New Brown Broadcloth. New Brown 

Voile de Paris, New Brown Eoli
enne. New Brown Basket Cloth, 
New Brown Cheviot, New Brown 
Mohair, New Brown Homespun, 
New Brown Crepoline, New Brown 
Serges.

NEW BLOUSE FLANNELS 
AND FLANNELETTES.

A full range of Novelties to select

NEW NECKWEAR AND 
VEILINGS.

New Fancy Silk Stock Collars, 
Lace Stocks, Lace Sets, Leather 
Sets, also Turnover Collars in Lace 
and Embroidery f

Special Alice tien Alive» te Mall Wider»

23416 2848 St. Catherine St
Corner Metcalfe.

Term. Cash Tel. Up 27*0
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THE MOORE MEMOI
The following letter ap

Iriab Ecclesiastical Recoi 
Bev. Dear Sir,—May I 

for space in your ver 
review to plead with the 
et home and abroad the « 
cMoore Memorial." K 
yghly the work of Moore 
ated by Irish priests, I t 
tfat there is no class ol 
trymen I could appeal to 
y confidence. In the scl 
platform, and at the soc 
the Irish clergy have con 
failingly and universally 
tribute to the genius of o 
poet. Amongst them, pe 
than amongst any other 
Irishmen, the songs, the 
prose works of Thomas : 
been held in honor. Now 
is question of erecting 01 
a suitable monument to 
am sure that the clergy v 
far as they can, to make 
of Moore and worthy of 
of Ireland.

The work of Moore : 
think, to all that is nob 
hast in the nature of Iris 
drew his inspiration entb 
the soil and atmosphere o 
land. At a time when 
of ancient Ireland was a 
mockery to so many even 
sons, Moore turned to it, 
defended it, and by the m 
touch revealed to the 
glimpse of its grandeur 
ness. It is scarcely fai 
him by the standards of o 
even so judged, did he not 
national spirit of his coui 
lifelong theme of his song 

In the ancient civilizatic 
Gael and in the legends 
that grew up around it, h 
source of inspiration for s 
noblest lyrics. He brinj 
in spirit to the halls of Ta 
palace of Fingal. He cal 
vision of a predestined i 
had turned its gaze, even 
times, towards
That Eden where the imme 

Dwell in a land serene 
Whose bowers above the sh 

At sunset oft are seen.

He celebrates the achievem 
Red Branch Knights. He 
to posterity the most turn 
ever yet heard of the grec 
of the North, the “Lamen 
dre for the Children of Us 
has caught up and transm 
us the strain of that 
“Song of Fionnuala"—“Li 
daughter"— which in its ^ 
lancholy pathos hafe not i 
in the world. He Has mad< 
to the croon of ths Bansl 
shown us the track of “ 
tain Sprite," and the spe 
“D’Donohue’s White Horse 

In dealing with religious 
Moore rose to the full heif 
genius. In his Biblical poer 
truly sublime; and in such

This world is all a fleetinf 
For man’s illusion give

Thou art, 0 God, the life 
Of all this wondrous worl 

he is on a level in that l 
verse with the best poett 
age.

11 ia» however, where reli 
nationality meet and comb: 

e is most at home. The 
Places of our religious hist 
for him a charm that is a! 
yond expression. Glendaloi 
dare’s holy shrine, sweet I 
Aranmore. have an additio
a romantic sweetness shed
them by the songs of Moor 

And £s for Irjsh histoix 
scarcely any of |ts great h( 
«o,ne„, or of lts epoch 

episodes that have not inspi 
**<■ He has sung the gl, 
nan the Brave. He hae 

“c defiant 'battle-cry of tl
ami He has reca'led
lnd Orifices of the -Wild

The Slakes and O'Donnell. : 
tiers resigned

^ freon hill, of thelr you, 
strangers to find

The repose which at home
looked for |n vain.

Andthe „ T'" 8,1,1 to « he 
mark °< hie genius on t


