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‘excuses
sible; the

‘passages  a
have & ‘general: application,
‘are: not concerned, as fully

e Catholics of France,
the details of the sitiation in that
y v. Towill try to so connect
_the following extracts that no = im-
t break will exist in the learn-
it's chain of argument and
of * facts; but T must of necessity
skip the countléss references, notes,
authorities quoted, and statistics
ited. However, the reader may
glean from the extracts that I se-
Jdect, an idea of the force and com-
pleteness of the work itself. ' It is
thus the author approaches the sub-

" Ject.

He ‘asks : “Are Congregations Re-
bellious?’* and replies :—

“That they are is the grave com-
plaint certain people have lodged
against them, and this merely be-
cause they have refused to pay an
iniquitous tax imposed upon them.
Now, this complaint is a gross ex-
aggeration, for even were we to con-
sider this resistance wrong, it is

. simply passive, partaking in no way
of violence. There has been no abuse,
no throwing of missiles, no firing of
bricks, no\ slamming of monastery
doors in the face of embassies from
the public’ treasury. This institu-
tion has merely been thus informed :

“In- our heart and conscience we
are convinced by evidence that this
exceptional tax is unjust. - We will
not-pay it Therefore, you may take
the patrimony of the poor and the
bread of their servants if you have
the heart to do it.”

““Now, it must be admitted that
this revolt of the lamb against the
wolf is indeed a mild rebellion. ‘De-
vour me, if you insist,” says the in-
nocent victim, ‘but as for wilfully
putting my head between your jaws,
1 shall never do it!’

‘“Here, then, is the extent of the
revolt. It is certainly very unobtru-
sive when we consider that we live
beneath a rule the fundamental
charter of which counts among the
‘natural and = imprescriptible rights

“-of man—resistance against oppres-
sion.’—Declaration des droits de
I'homme, Art. I1I.°

““To.justify congregations it will
suffice to show that there is oppres-
sion—that is to say, injustice and
violation of the great principle call-
ed equality of all in the matter of
taxation.

. ‘'The subject is arid; névertheless
it must be treated, because I am
convinced that very few among the
fair-minded people of France suspect
the ‘monstrous. iniquity perpetrated,
with their complicity, against char-
ity, innocence and weakness.”’

It is exactly this long and com-
plete vindication of the congrega-~
tions, supported by a formidable ar-
*ay of -data, that we must pass
over, as ‘being beyond the limits of
the space allotted to these contribu-
tions;, and as not absolutely neces-
sary to convince the readers of this
organ that the misrepresentation of
‘the religious orders by their  enem-
ies in France, is most glaring and
malicious. The first injustice - done
the congregations is in regard to
taxation. In this conuection there

18 not one fiscal exception, not one
favor. ‘A common law for all,’ and
“an equal inheritance tax. .
- This' may seem like justice, but,
; :n our ‘ﬁopintcnf llv; is, to say the
least, n flagrant lack of equity.
Behold! What. is d
of the

|

l
|
f

““You occupy pro-

W you _rent at ' 5,000

and we will conduct matters

" as  if that property be-

d to you and yielded you 5~

D00 francs. Pay us thereon a tax
'0f 200 francs.”” Understand it who
can. For congreganistes, equality

;.| consists not in paying on what they

gain (as is the case with stockhold~

b- |-ers and bondholders in financial com-

panies)  (18) but on what they
spend. Mr. * * * 4 gtockholder in
P, L. M., is taxed 200 francs because
he receives 5,000 francs dividend ;
but a Little Sister of the Poor is
cheated out of 200 francs because
she gives 5,000 francs to the poor.
O Dlessed equality!

Third Injustice.—Revenue is reck-
oned at an exorbitant, improbable,
contradictory rate.

If ‘a religious community hold a
titre de rente of three per cent. from
the State, how much does this
yield? Why three per cent., of
course; how otherwise? Now this is
almost what the State, as a debtor,
says, but it is thus that it speaks
through the public treasury : * is
little yields you five per cent., and
upon this basis we establish your
taxation.” “Impossible!’”’ cries the
oppressed community. ““You yourself
gave use three per cent., how can
you suppose that it would yield five
per cent?’’ “Silence!’”’ rebellious
congregation. In*your case three per
cent. means five. . and  you
can thank us for not looking for six
per cent. when we give three.”” In-
deed, to do so would hardly be moreg
absurd than to introduce or approve
certain courses pufsued.

And, as regards bonds of
trial companies, matters are
worse. Congreganistes . pay
First, through the medium of the
company which advances taxation
four. per cent. and retains it on a
coupon; again, in their character of
religious. Let us suppose a title. of
8,000 francs yielding 100 francs, and
belopging to a community. Four per
cent. is withheld from it 4nd it re-
receives but nine x francs as
would any other owner.” But, more-
over, these 3,000 francs being part
of the gross assets of the congrega-
tion, are supposed to yield 150
francs. And upon this ground is an
additional four per cent. collected—
that i x francs. Hence, where or-
dinary cieizens pay four franes reli-
gious pay #x6—10_francs. So much
for equality!

indus-
even
twice.

Finally, the strongest reason, al-
though perhaps the most difficult to
eXpose, is this : Because the rate at
which the congregations are taxed is
apparently’ equal to that at which
financial companies are taxed, where-
as in reality it is ten times higher.

All the mechanism of this worthy
transaction is hidden in the words :
‘‘Revenue is determined at the rate
of five per cent. of the gross - value
of property. . . , .

Now no company, however prosper~
ous, yields  , 44 3, 2, or even 1 per
cent. of its gross assets.

The latter comprise reserve and
sinking funds, real estate, etc., ete.,
all things indispensable to operating
the enterprise, accumulated lIittle by
dittle by deductions. made from pro-
fits prior to distribution and of
which the total value is often a hun-
dred times greater than the original
capital or the sum of shares. More-
over, “‘the shareholders can receive
annually twelve per cent. of the cap-
ital which they or their representa-
tives have invested in the company,
and not have altogether one per
cent. of the funds constituting the
gross assets.” (15) Practically the
largest financial companies do not
vield' their stockholders . more than
one-half of one per cent. of their
Bross assets. Assotiations founded
with a view to exploiting property
actually in the hands of religioud
would not succeed in getting beyond
this limit, or indeed, even attaining
it, considering the decay of many
buildings, their location and their
mortgages. For all the greater rea-
son the congregations would not
reach it, as, far from exploiting said
property, they make it serve char-
itable ends.

Well, this gross value, which in the
thaXimum would yield one-half  of
one . per cent., is reputed to bring

1

4five per cent, 1 '}

Therefore, the tax is established . for

| congregations on a basis ten times

larger than for lay societies and
companies. - = e

ence,  congregations ' pay = ten

- heavier tax than = they

| raised to the sublimest of all

d aga
continued prayers will
or daughter the gift of
ral vocation. = Th

ited to my prolonged absence. Fin.
ally, a  time came when = circum-
&_ ces rendered it very proper that
should go back to the uld home, if
fonly for a day. Strange to say, the
moment I'made up my mind to do
80, something arose to prevent me.
For fully two years I had been pro-
mising myself, each month, that 1
‘Would * take a run over, and each

0. e D
thing is—first, that even fatl
mothers who are supposed to es
ate spiritual things with some
gree of accuracy should often be
little anxious to see their children
dig-
nities, - viz., to the unapproachable
dignity of the priesthood—Mgr. Jg
S. Vaughan.

A PEN PICTURE. — Mr. Frank
was a very excellent man.
one of the most honorable, respect~
ab.e, and worthy citizens in his nas
tive town.
order and punctuality personified.
Nevertheless, almost everybody said
there was something peculiar in his
habits and actions. He dressed in
the fashion that was prevalent fifty
years before. # * * ¥ Mp  Fpank
was the richest merchant in . the
‘town, he gave himself the trouble
to tie up into bundles all kinds of
small pieces of paper, and to keep
them in his office, because, as he
said, they might turn to use gSome
day or other. He asserted that his
accountants used- too much sealing
wax on the letters; for, as he ar-
gued, this waste not only caused

.considerable unnecessary expense in

the purchase of that article, but that
higher postage had to be paid, on ac-
count of the extra weight caused by
it. He was considered too saving,
too miserly, in fact, many who beg-
ged assistance from him, and whom
he advised emphatically to practise
industry and economy, called him a
miser,—Canon Schmid,

b o

OUR CURBSTONE OBSERVER

On Homs-Sickness.

It is generally conceded that the
Irish people have a meore marked

‘and undying love for what is called

the ““Old Land’’ than the children of
any other race. We of Irish parent-
age in this country—and 1 mean
thereby both Canada and the United
States—know how wonderfully deephas
been the reverence of our fathers and
mothers for the land of their birth.
Bven the Irish-Canadian, who has
never set foot upon the green sod
of the ancestral island, whenever he
chances to speak of a visit to that
Mecca of his patriotic devotion, says
that he is ‘‘going Home.”” 1 have
observed, scores upon scores of
times, how the Irish exile (for all
native Irishmen consider themselves
exiles) lives constantly in the hope
of some day or other revisiting the
scenes of his youth .and the graves

of his parents before bidding adieu’

to this world, McGee's '* Homeward
Bound’’ might apply to almost eve,
Irishman—and Irishwoman—on this
continent. This great yearning for
the land of his birth, for the sights
that were familiar to his youth, for
the scenes around which twine the
tender memories of the dead past,
is probably intensified by recollec-
tions of the miseries and sorrows
that the hand of human injustice in-
flicted upon the race and the coun-
try. It is a natural and a noble
sentiment and one that tends to ele-
vate and perfect the character of the
one who entertains it.

Now this inextinguishable longing
to “go home again,”’ to walk again
the ways familiar to youth, to boy-
hood, is easily explained and easily
understood. But I have invariably
remarked that when a home-sick
Irishman, who has spent the greater
portion of his life in this country,
and whose real home and that of
his children is here, secures an op-
portunity of going back to the Old
Land, he could not be induced, in
any way, to remain there. He at
once feels a sense of satisfaction,
and his hurry soon is to feturn to
Canada. This again is readily un-
derstood. He will tell you that he
would not take any offer and remain
permanently in the Old Land, The
fact is that he has built up a home
for himself out-here, all his inter-
ests and hopes are centred in this
land, and his family-ties are twined
around whatever section of the New
World has been the sceme of his la-
bors and successes. Then he does
not find the old home exactly as
memory—aided by imagination—had
painted it. He has discovered that
he is a stranger in. the place of his
birth and his boyhood years. All
his friends, his companions, his as-
Sociates of the past are scattered,
or else sleep in thesthapel-yard. He
has learned that during thirty, or
forty, or fifty years he has been pic-

himself

He was:

In his business he was

month I was fated to be disappoint-
ed—some unforeseen obstacle arose.
The result was that I did not ‘go.

One day I was taking a
‘| around the mountain when I
suddenly seized with a fit of home-
| sickness. It may be that I had met
with some object that recalled fami-
liar scenes of other days, some tree
that resembled a tree I had known,
some form that brought back a form
long vanished; - or it may simply
have been that sense of sweet loneli-
ness that pervades the soul when in
solitary communion with nature.
But, be the cause what it may, the
feeling was irresistible, it was all-
absorbing, it was overwhelming. For
fully an hour I walked along in a
veritable day dream; the trivial in-
gidents of my Younger days that
Sprang into prominence before my
mental vision, assumed an import-
ance out of all proportion. I grew
more and-more familiar with the
sce that had been buried in the
oblivion of twenty years; 1 peopled
them ‘anew with the forms and fea-
tures that T once knew so well; 1
revived, for my own enjoyment, the
very sounds and tones of voices
that had hot greeted my ears in
many long years. I hated to come
back towards the city, for I knew
that the moment my feet walked
the planks or asphalt of our side-
walks, the whole vision would for-
ever vanish. But, pleasant as the
half-painful eaming might be, it
had eventually to come to an end.
s
Back into the busy affairs of ever
day life I soon found that the car
and worries of existence were calcu-
lated to efface all feelings of longing
or home-sickness. However, swhen the
night time me, when T was seéated
or rather nightly t :
litude of the hour and
the silence encompassed me, the vi-
sions of that day-dream began anew
to take shape in my brain, and with
the rush of a storm the sad, eager,
half-pleasant, half-mournful feeling
BWept. over m soul. T could stand
it no longe I made up my mind
then and there, come what might, to
g0 back to the old home at once—if
only for a few hours

walk
was

I will not weary the reader with
account of bright and fev-
erish anticipations that can 2 be
ter ima g 1SC d. At last
I started; not
long, vet it sined to me to cov
the span of many ; rs. As the old,
famili rose before my eag
eyes elf instinctively r
peating the wor d by the poet
on the lips of N Queen of Scots:

so

ary

““These are the blue and the beauti-
ful mouu{aix 8

That the days o

And ‘these the hill
and the fountains,

That T loved when my sorrows were
few."”

infancy knew,
and the rills

As we drew nearer the houses, the
trees, the very fences looked like
old friends rising up to greet me. It
was with a delicious sensation that
I trod again paths that my youthful
feet had tripped 'along a thousand
imes, The satisfaction that I felt
defies language to expres

A few hours later how very differ-
ent the feeling! Of course, 1 had been
aware, for T had been told, of the
death of this one and that one; but
I never realized before the awful
change for me, that had come over
the whole place. Down the road, and
along the village street, where I was
accustomed to, meet at every turn
some old acquaintance, some kindly,
friendly neighbor, not one human be-
ing knew me. Children were troop-
ing to school; T had carried my own
bag of books to that same school
house; but they were entire strang-
ers to me. A man drove past in a
waggon; I had known his father and
mother when he was in short clothes,
and now I was a stranger there, and
he was a leading citizen. T had to
pass by an enclosure where tall elms
~—~the same old elms I used to know
—line the road way; I glanced over
the white fence into the green, un-
dulating fleld. Then it was that it
dawned upon me that all that had
made the place dear to e reposed
under the shadows cast by the great
trees upon the grassy hillocks and
the ehiselled marbles within. I turn-
ed away with a sigh of regret and a
prayer of tribute. My home sickness
had wvanished; the vision was bBrok-
en; the spell had been effaced. Never
before did I so fully realize the
mighty consolation afforded by faith
—"'that faith in a union hereafter,’’
~never before had 1 rightly appre-
ciated the great truth that the Cath-

| olie Church = inculcates when she
us that there is no real

for the Ohristian, save in
oo e 0

gl the file, they cannot fail
10 ‘note that we have never once
made use of the  words ‘° Roman
Catholic'’ in speaking of the Catho-
lic Church, nor have we &ver referved
to Catholics as “Roman Catholics,

If the word ‘‘Roman’’ is to be found

any place in our columns, it is in a |

quotation from some other paper or
an extract from some author’s work,

All the world knows that the chief
seat of the Catholic Church is in
Rome, and that the Roman Pontiff
is the Vicar of Christ and Head of
the Church. But there is no necessity
for qualifying that Church as Ro-
man. The fact of calling it the Ro-
man Catholic Church would suggest
the possibility of there being other
Catholic churches that are not Ro-
man. There “is only one, Catholic
Church; there cannot be two; there-
fore, the use of a qualifying word is
not only unnecessary, but even mis-
leading.

While on this subject we would al-
80 remark ‘that we have never, to
our knowledge, made use of the word
““Cathol We have a positive
objection to the word, when used to
designate the religious em of the
Catholic Church. Th teachings of
the Catholic Church, which are the
teachings of Christ, do not consti-
tute ar " any more than the
Catholic is a sect Our

) “the Catholic
' and our religion is
The Catholic Church is not
mination of Christianity; i
stianity itself in all it
it is not ‘a Christian s
is one and individual, univer
unchangeable ; it is not an “‘ism’’—
which simply means a section,
component part of some whole,
i “Catholicism’’ might- rank
nglicani or Preshyterian-
m, or Social
" any other
stands apart from
nd distinct from
all denominations; it expresses the
dogma of the one holy, Roman,
Apostolie, and Catholic Church

ANARCHIST'S CODE.—Czolgosz
is an anarchist. We append a few of
the principles of that band Among
the code of instructions given to its
member re the following

‘““We show by numerous .illustra-
tions that all attempts which have
been made in the past to do away
with the existing monstrous social
system through peaceful means— for
example, the ballot box—have been
useless and will be so in the future

“Force is the only remedy

We know, therefore, that the rul-
ing class will not voluntarily relin-
quish its prerogatives and will make

Under all these
is only

no concessions Lo us
circumst;
edy left—fc
“Our platf
vided a
“1—Destruction of existing
domination through inexor
lution international
4 he building of
on communistic
ductions

s the one rem-
rm is simple and is di-
follows :

 society
ion or pro-

cchange of equivalent
products through the prodauctive or-
ition without jobbing and pro-

Organization of the education-
'stem upon non-religious and a
tific and an equal basis for both
—Equal rights for all without

tinction of sex or race.

The regulation of public af-
fairs through agreement between the
independent communs ind confeder-
acies. Catholic Universe
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- Object Lesson

to the average housewife
is the ease with which
washing can be done
when Surprise Soap is

used.

It is a pure, hard soap

which means to

the

economical housewife
that it goes further than
other soaps.

It is therefore a money-
saving soap.

For best vesulls follow the
divections on wrapper.

$t. Croix Soap Mty @0,
S¢t. Stophen, N. B.
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Handsomely bound Prayer Books.
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