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AGRICULTURE IN THE SLATE RIVER VALLEY

A Bright Futare for the Valley is Assured. The Rapidly Growing Twin Cities Provide an Unlimited
Market for Faim Products,— Comments on General Conditions with Special Reference to

What One Man is Doin
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rapidly increasing population, we are Lound to
ask ourselves, “Whence is their source of farm
produce supply?” The most productive center
of agriculture, in the immediate vicinity of Fort
William and Port Arthur, is the Siate River Val-
ley. This Valley ig situated almost directly west
of the city of Fort William, The Valley proper
is made up almost entirely of the

township of
Paipoonge, though it takes in a small portion of
the northern part of Blake township. It is in
overy sense of the word a Valley, it being sur-
rounded on the Southwest and North by a some-
what broken range of hills These abound in min-
erals and are the natural home of moose and red

deer.  The small lakes in these hills, or mountaing

to grasp e opportuni-
ties in this, or other sec
tions of New
that await them

As one leaves the older

Ontario,

and more settled parts of
travelling  west-
ward by train along the
northern shores of lakes
Huron and Superior, he

Ontario

1s impressed with the vast
amount of waste land visi
ble from the train. Much
of this is not fit for agri-
culture though it has giv-
en evidence of being rich
Heore
and there a clearing or
& farm in this vast area

i mineral wealth,

reminds one of an oasis

in o desert. Western ac-

tivity, as it is often term-

ed, becomes apparent not
until the twin cities of
Fort' William and Port
Arthur are reached Ny reraes fue

THE TWIN OITiES, that there is practical

Fort William is won-
derfully active. It has
doubled and trebled its population during the last
few years. It is a center of commerce. Situat-
el at the head of navigation and possessing the
lake termini of the three Transcontinental Rail-
ways, C. P. R.,, G. T. P. and O. N. R., Fort Wil
lism has the essential features to ensure the suc-
tessful operation of every kind 'of industry,

Tho city has 35,000 H. P. Hydro-electrio pow-
er doveloped and 100,000 H, P. in reserve, Its
clevators have a capacity of 14,250,000 bushels ;
its total elevator cnp-city—-rmivinu grain and
under construction—is over 60,000,000 bushels.
Fort William handles prac
tween eastern and western (.

As we look upon these oiti

A Comfortable Farm House in the Slate River Valley,

¥ no agricultural land in the vieinity.
the Blate River Valley, ba
pondent, deals with the

ack of this city. The ndjoining artiole,

by a special
agriculture of this distriet,

as they are locally t

med, abound with fish, most-
ly trout. The Kaministikwia River passes through
the northern part of the Valley. The Kakabeka
Falls is on the “Kam.”, only 10 miles west of
Slate River station. It is from these falls that
the electric power is produced for the twin cities.
The falls themselves and the rapids above are a
beautiful sight. They are surrounded by parks
and are a very popular summer resort.
BOIL IN THE VALLEY,

The Valley has a most excellent fertile soil,
which is freo from stone. The s0il varies from a
light sand to the heaviest clay. Much of it has
@ clay sub-soil with g cover of sandy loam on top.

The t hip of Pai ge alone tains about

Thunder Bay Distriet,
ller bassing through Fort William on the C.P.R., gains the erroneous impression
Uonsiderable valuable land is situated in
ial Farm and Dairy corres.
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10,000 acres of land suitable for agriculture. The
medium or lighter soils seem t» be the best suit-
od to the climate Owing to the comparatively
short season the lighter and warmer soils mature
the crop more quickly. Of the 40,000 acres there
are about 83,000 under cultivation. Much of the
land is not hard to clear. The more easily cleared
and the best located properties however, are held
by speculators who do not reside in the ‘locality
Up to the present the farmers have made a prac.
tico of selling practically all their farm produce
such as hay, and grains, thus robbing the soil of
it natural fertility. The oxcellent market in
Fort William has been largely to blame for this

During the last couple of years farmers have
been paying more attention to the dairy indus-
try. In order to put the dairy business on a bet.
ter basis and to carry it on more extensively a
number of farmers have formed themselves in a
co-onerative association with a distributing depot
at Fort William. This Slate River Valley mar-
ket depot in the city is well equipped and has
extensive
trade in jce cream, but-

done quite an

ter and cottage cheese, be-
carrying
tail milk trade.
RETURNS FROM THE DAIRY.

Some idea of the profit-
ableness of the dairy may

sides on a re-

from  figures
the following,
which are those from the
Valley Farm owned by J
R. Hutchison. The exact
weight of milk produced
by each cow is recorded
on the Valley Farm,
tests for fat heing made

be gained
given in

several times during the
year. A complete ontfit
of Baboock testing appar-
atus is kept for the pur-
pose. The Simplex Cream
Separator is used Skim
milk is all fod on the farm
and  cream sold jn the
city. The following  fi-
gures for June, July and
August, will give the
reader some idea of the
market value of dairy
products in Fort Willjam.

Number of cows . R k) !
Amount of milk during June ..., 10,467% Ibs.
Cream sold for b b -..$227.50
Amount of milk during July -10,319 Ibs,
Cream sold for 5s bavsang
Amount. of milk during August .
Cream sold for . - ... $209.00
Mr. J. R. Hutchison purchased 1,000 acres of
what is now called “The Valley Farm,” three
years ago. It is nine miles west of Fort William,
The farm was not cleared and had no improve-
ments. Mr. Hutchison has now under cultiva-

-.9,176 1bs

through the farm £IVing an abundance of pure
water besides greatly adding to its beauty, The




