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Tre INVENTION OF PRINTING has always Dbeen re-
cognmized by educated men as a subject of importance:
there is no mechanical art, nor are there any of the
fine arts about whose early history so many books
have been written. The subject is as mysterious as
it is inviting.  There is an unusual degree of obscur-
ity about the origin of the first printed books and the |
lives and works of the early printers. There are
records and traditions which cannot be reconciled |
of at least three distinet inventions of printing. Its
carly history is entangled with a controversy about
rival inventors which has lasted for more than three
centuries, and is not yet fully determined In the

i management of this controversy, a subject intrinsi-
{ cally attractive has been made repulsive.  The his- |
4 tory of the invention of printing has been written to |

please national pride.  German authors assert the ‘
L claims of Gutenburg, and discredit traditions about |
| Coster. Dutch authors insist on the priority of Coster, |
{ and charge Gutenburg with stealing the invention

Partisans on each side say that their opponents have
perverted the records and suppressed the truth,  The
quarrel has spread. English and French authors, who
had no national prejudices to gratify, and who should
Lave considered the question without passion, have
wrangled over the subject with all the bitterness of
Germans or Hollanders. TIn this, as in other quar
rels, there are amusing features, but to the general
reader the controversy seems unfortunate and is cer-
tainly wearisome. Tt is a greater misfortune that all
*he early chronicles of printing were written in a dead
language Walf's collection of Typographic Monn
ments, which includes nearly every paper of value
written hefore 1740, is in Latin: the valuable books of
Meerman, Maittaire and Schoepflin are also in Latin

To the general reader these are sealed books: to the
student, who seeks exact knowledge of the methods
of the first printers, they are tiresome books. Writ-
ten for the information of librarians rather than of
printers, it is but proper that these books should de-
vote the largest space to a review of the controversy
or to a description of early editions; but it is strange
that they should so imperfectly describe the construc-
tion and appearance of early types.

THE

GREAT-WEST

LIFE
the First Canadian Com-
pany to put up a Four per
cent. Reserve, is now one

of only four Canadian
Companies showing a sur-
plus to policy-holders on
this stringent basis.

THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

OF NEW YORK

RICHARD A McCURDY, President
IS THE LARGEST INSURANCE COMPANY IN THE WORLD

| ASSETS, s $2797,517,325.36

5 Liabilities—(or guarantee fund) e e $233,058,640.68

| Surplus—3!st December, 1898 voaes oo 44,458,681.63
Total Income, 1893 oo o soe ssoses 55,000,629.43
Total paid policy-holders in 1898 S 24.7561,659.35
Insurance and Annuities in Force, December 31, 1898 971,711997.79
Net Gainin 1898 ... ... ... o ~ 34.804.504.00
Increase in Total Income  ..... e 844,021.20
Increase in Assets e 23,720,887.70
Increase in Surplus veens 8.9560,490.09

Paid to Policy-holders from the date of Organization, - $487,748,910.06

FAYETTE BROWN, General Manager, Montreal.
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