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The Invention of Printing has always been re
cognized by educated men as a subject of importance:

To the general reader these are sealed books: to the 
student, who seeks exact knowledge of the methods 

there is no n echanical art, nor are there any of the of the first printers, they are tiresome books. Writ-
fine arts about whose early history so many books ten for the information of librarians rather than of
have been written. The subject is as mysterious as printers, it is but proper that these books should de-
it is inviting There is an unusual degree of obscur- vote the largest space to a review of the controversy
it jr about the origin of the first printed books and the • or to a description of earlv editions; but it is strange 
fives and works of the early printers. There arc that they should so imperfectly describe the construc-
iccords and traditions which cannot be reconciled tion ami appearance of early types,
of at least three distinct inventions of printing. Its 
early history is entangled with a controversy about 
pval inventors which has lasted for more than three 
i enturics, and is not yet fully determined. In the 
management of this controversy, a subject intrinsi
cally attractive has been made repulsive. The his
tory of the invention of printing has been written to 
please national pride. German authors assert the 
claims of Gutcnburg, and discredit traditions about 
Coster. Dutch authors insist on the priority of Coster, 
and charge Gutcnburg with stealing the invention.
Partisans on each side say that their opponents have 
perverted the records and suppressed the truth. The 
<ittarrel has spread. English and French authors, who 
had no national prejudices to gratify, and who should 
bave considered the question without passion, have 
wrangled over the subject with all the bitterness of 
Germans or Hollanders. In this, as in other quar
tets. there are amusing features, but to the general 
reader the controversy seems unfortunate and
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the First Canadian Com
pany to put up a Four per 
cent. Reserve, is now one 
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this stringent basis.

is ccr-
I link wearisome It is a greater misfortune that all 
•he early chronicles of printing were written in a dead 
language Wolf's collection of T\f>ogrnf>hU Monu- 
umts, which includes nearly every paper of value ' 
written before 1740. is in Latin; the valuable hooks of 
Meerman. Maittaire and Schoepflin are also in I.atin. '
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tASSETS, $277,517,325.36
Liabilities-(or guarantee fund) ...... ...... ......
Surplus Slat December, 1898 ...... ...... .. .
Total Income, 1893 ..... ...... ...... ......
Total paid policy holders in 1898 ...... ...... ......
Insurance and Annuities in Force, December 31,1898 ......
Net Gain in 1898 ...... ...... ...... ...... ......
Increase in Total Income ..... ...... ...... ......
Increase in Assets ...... ...... ......
Increase in Surplus ..... ...... ...... ......

Paid to Policyholders from the date of Organization, - $487,748,910.06

$233.058 640 68 
44,458,68163 
55,006,62943 
24.761.65935 

971,711,997 79 
34.894 684 00 

844,02120 
23,730,88770 
8960,49009

4

;FAYETTE BROWN, General Manager, Montreal.
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