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Ste
Iroto cripple his American business. And Mr. Hill 

is far too wise a diplomat to antagonize the people 
of the States where his interests mainly lie.

One of the ablest railroad men in the States, Mr. 
A. B. Stickncy, president of the Chicago Great 
Western, whose ringing speech on Canada’s bank­
ing system aroused so much attention after the 
panic of 1893, gives the most probable explanation 
of the car shortages. He sa vs the people do not 
show foresight or judgment in disposing of their 
freight. The great bulk of their products come 
at the one season of the year—the fall—and e\ery- 
body wants to ship at once. Consequently there 

three months during which

RAILROAD* AMD FREIGHT CONGESTION. No
No

It has Iwcn a matter of common knowledge how 
that offerings of freight in many parts of North 
America have increased so much and so fast that 
the railroads have been utterly unable to handle 
it Time and again shippers at the various traffic 
centres have had to put up with a temporary com­
plete demoralization of the railroad service. 
Great distress and loss have consequently occurred 
The different systems have, each year, added 

lsly to their equipment and facilities, but, 
notwithstanding their efforts they do not catch up 
with their traffic Generally it is recognized that 
the railroads are doing the liest they can to per­
form their duties as public carriers, but sometimes 

levelled at the men who con-
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is a period of two or 
the railroad equipment is altogether inadequate; 
but during the rest of the year it is about sufficient. 
No railroad man wants to buy cars and locomo­
tives enough to handle as it comes all the fall 
freight, because, during the other nine months, a 
great deal of his equipment would be idle. Be­
sides the shortage of cys there is another trouble 
—terminals are inadequate. In the effort to re­
medy this, most of the large systems are spending 

scale.
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grave accusations arc 
trol them In the Northwestern States at the pre-

is a woful lack in
h
fsent time, for example, there

the facilities provided for moving the grain.
Stories come from a nunilier of localities of eleva­
tors and granaries filled to the bursting point and 
of huge piles of grain on the open prairie. Na­
turally the farmers are discouraged and angry at
the state of affairs and they do no, hesitate to money on an enormous
charge the blame to the railroads. Responsible Notwithstanding wha, Mr. Stickncy say* abo
newspapers have gone so far as to state that, in the people not showing foresight, etc. it is ikely

” , . 111 v 1 si, I th-it freight will continue to be offered as at pre-their opinion, s<4iie of the railroads have been d< h- I th g tt iIterate] v holding hack their cars and locomotives sent for a long time to come No. matter ho*
m Sr that t£y may have the more hauling .0 much the farmers and other Pacers m^tcksire

......... . '"«>« =" “1
when navigation season on the lakes closes and I 1 * y f • .. 11 . u 1.1
the roads are free from that competition. Against year, many of them are not nanoal y ab e P u 
Mr 1 ! H,II, who controls the lines that were back them stuff, and a great many others w 11 no 
comprised ,n the «lefunct Northern Securit.es, a consent to liear the carrying charges 'esultan u ,

•r-I'-tsrzzzzix. aissUtirrto h.s ,x,l,cy of supplying full fad- ><**>. which has just been .ssued, are interesting 

ities to his Canadian branches and conm-ctions in
order to the better prepare the way for friendliness “J1".** ' .V .V ...
at Ottawa towards his extensive Canadian projects. 1 pHBN,Miner 
With regard to the first charge the Wall Street | freight..
Journal jKMiits out that it is difficult to believe 
that the railroads would be so foolish as to pur-
posely withhold their facilities. Anyliody but a I paHW.„K(>ni Carried. . 
fool could s,t that sud, a policy, at all generally 
pursued, would result in stimulating the eungra- | prp|Khf MU fane 

of American farmers to the Canadian West 
and thus permanently lessening the richness of the 1 ..
traffic field of the railroads referred to, and |ier- I Mlwe'i-’eou. 
haps dragging some of them towards luinkruptvy.
And it might lie said, too, that the |x>licy would 
have a considerable effect in increasing and in­
tensifying that |>opular hostility to railroads which AtsU ReT
is already causing them much trouble and anxiety. I 
As for the diarge against Mr Hill it only needs Mllw of 
to lx- sauf that his Canadian branches are hardly | 

extensive enough yet to demand so many
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194,974 %215.500.92

391.543.70*
605.4CN.lil9

20.S12.985

407,270,447
659.434.OS3

26,716,494

.. 1,053,420,624 917,825.312

. . 745,440.041 600,486,790
23.9181.420,668 17,789.609,925

.. .. 1,435.321,748 1,084,060,4M
.. 187,375.621,537 148,959.303,492

8480,420,902 1360,702,tool
.. .. 1,478.107.240 1.126.207.052
.. .. 147,609,022 126,478.488

.... $2,112,197,770 11.612.448,826

Total..

turn

T tut .
$ 085,464,488 $ 620,294,727

68,368,814Net Earning!. 
Other HecelpU 80,927,659

$766,392,147 $ 588,663.541

195.88690 
70.106.45

212.624.18
88,707.67

266,992.35301,331.75Total Trackcars as


