
F-
December, 1908—10THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

The Habit of Duty
362

BY ROBERT K. SPEER.

p * RECENT newspaper article detailing tiro was'high^'all'but 'the comparison. Duty
A sacrifices of life in the mdustnal progrt ^ -n kig not to better than another man, but to doit »U and 

burg bore the gruesomeh*1”- i“roroner rv. to the limit on one’s own line, for the eye of God, not for 
Blood." In the first live months of 1907 the coin ^ ^ arjng eye of man. But we live now in a com-
corded one thousand and nmety-five deaths, of ^olentlv to petitive day. In school and university and life the re
hundred and forty-four came suddenly„and violentiy arc exceelling other men. Industry » or-
the mills and railroads of the city One life,,* izcd ^ that incip,e. 0ur athlcticS rest on compe-
clared, was sacrificed for every thou™d‘°™ f ™ tition with others or with the record of others. It may 
shipped, one life for every seven tl'0'lsa"d ‘”nS t thcm be ,loubtcd whether the good old times were as good as 
and steel. Why were these men where d=a*h ™et J1™ „„ own timee, but the spirit attributed to them ought
prematurely? They were to be the spirit of all times.
ïorii of tile world "and theTdie.1 where duty placed them ..0 K00„ oM man. how well
WOIk of the worl , y ^ Somewhere The constant service of th
2dng fte8linehof tlTprlcLn of e'very fragment of the g-

world’s wealth is the blood of a man who fell in his duty when none will sweat but tor promotlo
with no cry to the world for its pmise but taking what view of duty ie our deep necd. There is a

“ïÆ t"gerÆtoPn„tenum6tothi, plane for Ü
way, and what enables it to assert its po dg , at right acquire the habit of doing the next thing as duty. Duty 
and life? Because ,t ,s the call of right and^what n»« aequn-e ^ ^ It „ught to he done by
bids us to do it is wrong not to do. An g ua ,impi„ because it is our duty until the thought of
vital authority from God. God is th gr P evadinz or shirking duty will never come to us and we
living right, and duty is simply His v . . , ynsttnctively, as though nothing else were possible, that
loftv metaphor of one of our greatest o . - . ,.,i jldbjt of duty should become so
reader turn to his Wordsworth, and rea a o i( (“ u^u ^ that wc should see nothing but duty. There
of which these lines are a part: ^ a Btor„ r an archer who was teaching hia art. The

stem Daughter of the Voice of God ! mark was a bird to a tree. “What do you_aee? toe
ODuty! if that name thou love «relier asked the first man who came forward to shoot.

Who art a light to guide, a rod .;. bird in a tree,” said he. “ Stand aside, earn
To check the erring, and reprove , 1 sec ira n the second

Thou, who art victory and law the archer. What do you seer in „
When empty terrors overawe ; man. “I see a bird, replied he. .,,, *^11

ïSSSMi —»! ttg-^iSXÜ-Sï! -SSr rîw;
’tmssss.i.i's».supplicate for thy control; place with us. The “Stern Daughter of the Voice of

But In the quietness of thought, , „ ... cndure no indulgences which stifle her word m
Me this unchartered freedom tires ; , -
I feel the weight of chance desires our hearts.
My hopes no more must change their name,
I iong for a repose that ever Is the

it:
v. '
III!:]

In thee appears
[que world, 
not tor meed ! 
these times,fashion nes,

ii

r;

l': 1

All duty can bc done. What we ought to do is the otdy 
thing wc can do, if we are what wc ought to be. No 
right is impossible. “ Let us have faith that right makes 
might,” said Lincoln in Ills speech in New York in1869 
“ and in that faith let us dare to do our duty. It can 
bc done, however impossible, just because it us our duty to 
do it. We must believe this if we have any car for God 
at all, for, as Emerson wrote to lines inscribed on the 
wall of the schoolroom of the most efficient school for 
boys in America:

,, „„„„ the right tiling, the will of God for go „iBh ta grandeur to our duet,
man,' it is sufficient. For its own sake alone it asks to «“.Tut? Th- muet,
be done. Itself is its own reward It e«ke no other, and The y0„lb „pH„. i can !

îhe" L’Uofyr=TrdtogKand ' donating men for doing .. When I was a boy,” said a man recently'
h- IZ ting,» wM'tha8, 52 :f7v afto whkhTmadeAanges to my life planshe,ash"nM g t = tm pav for it or t given a ribhnned Xhîrem at the time a great shock and ditoppo.ntmçnt

Great arc nobler : ^«k we hearty ^ ^ % ^ ^ t0
duty.’ if it led away from his desires, well and good;

It is simply our duty to do our duty. It js nto the it was duty tn^he church and the world, in
winning of a supererogatory merit with either. Cod or A new day w,^ « an(1 privatt, life when men

It is not a matter of reward. And it 18. ” L ,< _ * j, on to duty,” unfrightened, nnseduced, obedient,
matter of comparison with other mens achievements. M. ^ ^ ^ an|, Uve by their word “It is my
Mavdole, the hammer-maker, was ani exper . lllltv t0 be about mv Father’s business and to finish the
hammers,” he told Doctor Gannett once, for twenty duty t he me to do » Those men wdl vanquish 
eight years.” “ You ought to he ebie to> makea pre y ^ a„d hell, and, after Christ, will build the walls of 

eaaLmthe Emphatic .nsweT" I never nJc a pretty the kingdom which is righteonsnes, and dnty.-F or»,d.

H'!

Stern Lawgiver ! yet thou dost wear 
The Godhead’s most benignant grace ; 

anything so fairNor know we 
As Is the sm 

Flowers laugh befor 
And fragra 
Thou dost 
And the m

pon thy face :
•e time on their beds 

footing treadsthy footing trei 
re the stars fro

are fresh and strong.

rom wrong ;
, through thee,ancient heavens

i

When I’m not thank’d at all, I'm thank’d enough ; 
I’ve done my duty, and I’ve done no more.


