
THE DEATH OF ABNER.
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n u-,-1 ;:: . aaJU " And tho kinsi IfttnontHl over Abncr, and iwid,

And nil Ibe peoplo wepl egiuD."

The event which occagioned thooe pftthotic ''"""'""ons

on the part oi David, in "hi^h
'"'^rAfhi ^rv o^'

nnitiKl occurred at a very critical period in the hutory oi

I,r«l.'TfrrVho death^of Saul, the kinR-lon. ha.l boon

JenTin twain, one part •«»'•«""<?.
V,tl''°irN^rth w»

fhft other follow nff tho house ot Duvid. AholNorinwaB

Irmved inS war againBtthe South and the South

Snat the North. The.d?8olating contest had lenp:thonod

-Som months into years, and threatened to become a

"^:^>J:;e?S!ln Ihe good providence of^od, abnght^

day daimed on the land, and a door opened tor the return

of neacT This happy event eeemed to depend largelyon

the'^life of Abner: ^tLt brave captain, who had been tho

supp^^^^^^^ of ihe hous? of Saul, stung by the

iSitode of his master, and moved, perhaps, m part, by

hTfcicxSledge of the fact that the Lord had sworn to give

theSom to the son of Jesse, made overtures to David

tobriSout the peacefuV union of the whole nation und^r

his scwt^? For this purpose, ho had visited David at

SeS and Z met >Sth>at welcoine which was due

aUketohis character, his position, and h^miss^on.^^ _
Having perfected his league with David, Abnj^r depart-

edfto gXr *he tribes to^ebroA, to instel him as t ng

overihe united nation. Scarcely, however,had ho left the

X XHoab, the capt«in of David's host returning from

^"^JJl-ju: " d ,„WMrK« Imd been eneaced, was infomed

.'.
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