
Our St. Marys Schools
CHAPTER I

Pioneer Days.

Om; of the Important factors that influenced the history of the 
origin of common schools in Ontario dales from the latter part of 
the Eighteenth century, when the United Empire Loyalists tumid 
their backs ou the comparative comforts and advantages that had 
surrounded their bonus in the New England colonies and sett their 
faces towards tliu unbroken forests, which afterwards b came Iqi- 
per Canada. These people had ben, os a rule, educated in good 
schools, establish! d by ituir British forefathers and these wl h the r 
property they, loft be hind, but in their new settlements as soon as 
they had sufficiently advanc'd to protect themselves from hunger 
and from the inclemencies of the weather their thoughts at once 
turned towards the securing of a measure of education for their chil
dren. This was imperfectly supplied by a system of private schools 
scattered throughout the settlements, but an agitation soon Bros • 
to secure public support for schools, and as a result large tracts 
of lands were set aside for school purposes. About 1K20 a Township 
Common Schools Act was pn.-s d, and a little Inter a Ucnern! Sup
erintend ni of Education was appointed, and an endeavor made to 
secure some uniformity of system. Various changes were made In 
the subsequent years, especially after the troubles of 1837, until in 
1840 our present system was <s nbllshed as a result of the Inves
tigations of I)r. ityerson it Ur. at Britain and Ireland, in Europe 
and in the New England states.

The township of B.nnshard, including the site of the pnent town 
of St. Marys, was until 1811 an unbroken forest, and formed part of 
what was known as the Huron tract, a large block of land which 
had come Into possession of a colonizing company known as the 
Canada Company. Under the supervision of Mr. Thomas Mercer 
•I• Mies, a Canada Company cuminls-ioner, the survey of the Township 
of Blanshard was made on I was completed in 1830. In the spring 
of 18 11 the first svttl is reached the junction of Trout 
Creek with the. Thames River and founded the settlement know n for 
some years as Little F a Is. In the fall of this same year Conimiss- 
simier Jon s and Mr. Laurlston Cvultenden, a prominent figure in the 
after-history of the settlement, attended a public sale of company 
lands at Little Fa Is.

Mr. Janus Ingersoll, a member of a United Empire Loyalst 
family, which had previously given their name to what is now the 
town of Ingersoll, entered in September 1811 into an agreement 
with the Canada Company by which for a cash considérâti >n and a 
block of land embracing almost the whole central part of the fu
ture site of Si. Marys, ha agreed to erect a sawmill and a grist
mill for the use of the seit'eis. Ills brothers, Thomas Ingersoll, fa
ther of the la -' Justus Iliger.-oll, settled In Llitlc Falls and at once 
began the erection of a saw ml I, and tho following year the grist 
mill was commenced, lie n so built a double log house where Mr.


