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CUM to onr kaowlflcige. PmioM to tiiat d»te, twees of gold wwe

detected by nuijKm in speomens <rf qaaiii from Humber Am,

BftT of Ttk~^, mad alao in «n annictl ifoa ore fiwn BonATuta

B»y. In 1880, sMiie genuine epecimau of free gold were ^acof-

erad in qowti rmu in the ticinitj ai Brigne, Conception Bay.

Upon M inreetigation by Hm G«ologi(«l Surwy into the geologial

•nd minerdogi«l ctawderirticB of the diitrict, it wu found that

the quartz usually ooeurpd in small irr^inlar patcfees> or f«ns of

segi^aticm, cutting bams of hard felsitic slate and whin-fodc,

near the base of the t»called Huionian formation. Though

a few larger vans of a more persistent diaracter were

met with in the same neighborhood, the gold appeared to be

confined entirely to Hm smaller patdies of quartz, whiA reticu^

lated through the hard slate rock. The int^tigation resulted in

the finding of several promidng sights of frse gold, in the form of

small isolated nuggets, frequently deposited in little dmsy cantifls,

surrounded by decomposed feldqMir. On mnoTing this soft ma-

terial, the gold would fall out, bring unattadied to the quartz. In

some cases, however, it was attadwd to, or disseminated throu^

the quarte itself and aooMupanying chlorite, whidi frequently ami-

poeecl a large part of the lode rock. It was found, however, on fur-

ther investigation, that v«7 few of tiie numerous small veins of

quartz contained the gold, and tiiat tiie bocfy of the rock showed no

gold, not even a trace, on beii^ subjected to the usual tests. The

veins, or patches of quarts, containing the metal were rarely of any

extent, and a few blasts not infrequently resulted in the disai^>ear-

ance of the lode rock. Some considerable proq)ecting, and an at-

tempt at mining, by crushing and washing the quarts, was entered

upon, but failed in bringing to li|^t any more pramiaing indica-

tions. About the same time, gold was discovered in two otter

looUities far removed from each other, and from the former. Some

free gold was obtained in qnarti wins at Bay ol Ishmda, where it

had previouiily beoi detected by analysis; but by far the most pro-

mising specimens jtt disoovend, were <^tained at a place called

Ming's Bight, on tha north-«Mt side of the island, situated <» the

pMinsuk ci land separating Notn Dama Bay fron White Bay.

The proprietors of tha Batfs Cove Capptx Miaa had ornnmwiced

nuaing here on a copper dsposit, and whwsi about thirty or forty fiat

down* cama acrosa lona tiiia tmu ol fMrti aad bitiv ipar p«Ba-


