
Ron Ballantine and another councillor with some of the 20 children enrolled in the Saturday Get-Together Program.

day. Ofer Arad and Ron Ballcntine. both 
graduate students and coordinators of the 
program, supervise the day's activities. The 
Get-Together is funded partially this year by 
Beth tine College Student Council and the t'YSI.

From its onset in 1980, the underlying aim of 
the program has been “to form a community of 
people that care for and look after each other

irregardless of their race, abilities or economic 
background," says Ballcntine.

The majority of kids come front the Jane- 
I inch area. However, the handicapped 
children involved in the program are front

other parts of Metro. The fee for participating 
is $20 per child each month, hut according to

"> CARO! BRUNT
Lach Saturday about 20 local kids get together 
with some York graduate students for a day of 
activities.

The Saturday Get-Together, a program for 
children aged 4-13. provides swimming, arts 
and crafts, and discussion on a “theme" for the

Ballcntine, the group “is not pushing for the 
fee." Also, this is the first year the coordinators 
of the program have received any kind of 
payment.

“We've basically given the children a value 
sy stem." says Ballcntine. in explaining the kids' 
demonstrated caring attitudes toward one 
another. The program has attempted “to 
transfer authority onto the children themselves 
to exert peer pressure," says Ballcntine. He 
adds that the children set their own rules of 
authority.

Donna Bracewell and Kathy Milligan, both 
special education students at York, founded 
the program.

The group started with two handicapped 
kids and spread by word of mouth into an 
integrated program as the children’s families 
and friends joined. Bracewell now runs the 
1000 Cranes School, a full-time integrated 
school modified from the Saturday Get- 
Together.

The Get-Together program also has a 
summer run from duly to August, five days a 
week. The activities in the summer program 
also include weekly field trips and overnight 
camping. The cost of the summer session is 
$200 per month, hut donations have enabled 
the cost to be waived for some parents. There’s 
also some financial support from the govern­
ment.

“The parents love the program because the 
kids have a good time," says Ballcntine.
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York graduate students run ‘Get-TogetheK program for kids

“None of the parties of the left were able to 
participate in the 1982 elections," said 
Gruending, and this year, “the left cannot 
participate again."

A video-documentary titled Ballots . . . or 
Bullets? was shown and a lecture and 
discussion period followed.

“How is it possible in this war-torn 
country, for truly democratic elections to 
take place?,” queried the video narrator. The 
documentary emphasized the National 
Guard's demand that all citizens vote. 
Threats of murder and job dismissal were 
made by the National Guard against any 
individual who abstained from voting.

Gruending spoke of the possible gerry­
mandering that took place during the last 
election in El Salvador, claiming some of the 
right wing parties have admitted the elections 
results were tampered with.

Gruending also mentioned the 500,000 
refugees in El Salvador that won't be allowed 
to vote, causing the election to be an 
inadequate reflection of public opinion, he 
said.

»> LILY CONTENTO
I he elections in El Salvador are undemocra­
tic and illegitimate, according to journalist 

'Dennis Gruending in a talk in the McLaugh­
lin Master's Dining Room last Wednesday.

Prior to the final count, the elections 
(which took place on Sunday) indicated a 
toss-up between front runners Jose Napol- 
ean Duarte, of the counter left Christian 
Democratic Party (PDC) and Roberto 
D’Abuisson. but neither candidate won the 
majority required for election. There have 
been no official results as Excalibur went to 
press, but Salvadorian officials have said a 
run-off vote will be necessary.

Elections in 
El Salvador 
called unfair 
by journalist He also warned the McLaughlin audience 

to be cautious in their interpretation of the 
material that will be released by the media in 
the days to come. “Thirty-five journalists 
were on a death list that was published 
during the 1982 election campaign," he said.

the grad lounge announces its 
all new summer menu . . . cool 

drinks, crisp salads, hearty 
sandwiches, tasty bagels, 

rich frogurt, and much, 
much more . . . and it’s 

all offered with 
k our special brand 

of hospitality, a 
panoramic view, 

free coffee, 
and 

it’s . . .

THE COUNSELLING AND 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE flitoffers

(Bock anb lullPersonal Counselling 
Group Counselling 

Learning Skills 
Sell-Management Programs 

Relaxation Training 
Consultation

Room 145 Behavioural Sciences 
Building, 667-2304 

also
Career Centre

N105 Ross 667-2518 
Centre for handicapped Students

135 Behavioural Sciences Bldg 
667-3312
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l-EAR IO il (a OPEN ALL SUMMER 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
12 NOON TO 1 A.M.
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» 1. Dancing Nightly 
Live Entertainment 
(Periodically)

Steak-on-a-bun 
Hamburgers 
Hot Dogs 
Sandwiches

ifli i r
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San*’ ROOM 023T.V >- COFFEE SHOP 
PUB PATIO 
DISCOTHEQUE

\ FOUNDERS COLLEGE 
YORK UNIVERSITY%

Buffet Lunch 
Mon-Fri 

11 a.m.-3 p.m.
York has many good pubs, but 

only one GREAT one—high atop the
campus on 

the seventh floor of Ross
hours:
11 a.m.-12 a.m. Mon-Thurs 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Fri 
Closed Sat & Sun 

Licensed Under LLBO

ey-H.

KAPLAN
EDl'f ATIONAI ONTfW 
Of CANADA lit) Best Wishes to All Graduating 

Students from Management 
and Staff
Hope to See You Again Soon

The test preparation 
specialist since 1938

COME
VISIT
OUR

CENTRE
Call Days, Eves. & Weekends

967 4733 V720 Spadina Ave. Suite 410 
Toronto, Ont. MBS 2T9
Other Centers in More Than 

100 Major U S Cities & Abroad
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