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Even higher tuition fees?

Future of post secondary funding worries Ont.

By TED MUMFORD
and
DENISE BEATTIE

The provincial and federal
governments are currently
negotiating their respective
financial responsibilities for post-
secondary education in Canada,
and the outcome may spell higher
tuition increases for students.

The negotiations concern the
renewal of the Fiscal
Arrangements Act (FAA), which
since 1967 has determined the
amounts which provincial and
federal governments contribute to
post-secondary education.

In 1967 each province chose to
accept one of two FAA systems of
fiscal transfer for the Financing of
post-secondary education. Seven
provinces opted to have the federal
government reimburse them for
50 per cent of their annual ex-
penditure in all areas of post-
secondary education (with a few
exceptions such as building con-
struction and student aid, which the
provinces bore completely).

ALTERNATIVES

Newfoundland, New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island decided
to accept an alternative annual per-
student grant. For these three
provinces with the smallest post-
secondary systems, the per-student
grant was more lucrative. The
grant has grown from $15 in 1967-68
t0$48in 1975-76.

Since 1967 the federal govern-
ment has become disenchanted
with the FAA. Ottawa is no longer
content to match expenditures with
the provincial governments in an
area over which it claimstohaveno
control. As well, Ottawa feels that
the FAA is perpetuating the poorer
economic status of some provinces.
(In 1975-76, Ontario, Alberta and
Quebec received respectively $65,
$68 and $79 per student through
the federal-provincial equal
payment system, compared to the
$48 which the Atlantic provinces
received through the per-student
system)

The Federal government started
retailoring the FAA in 1973 by
imposing a 15 per cent ceiling on
the annual increase in provincial
post-secondary spending. Provin-
ces exceeding this amount have
since had to make up the difference
themselves by raising tuition fees
and through toher methods.

INTENDED CUTBACKS

This year the FAA came upfor its
second renewal (the first was in
1972) and the federal government
has proposed some major
alterations intended to cut back
federalspending on post-secondary
education drastically.

Firstly, Ottawa wants to lower
the ceiling on annual increases

from 15 per cent to 12 or 13 per cent.
Secondly, they want to introduce a
plan of reduced fiscal return based
on the fiscal capabilities (i.e. tax-
raising power) of each province
This proposal is contrary to
Ottawa’s professed concern over
the imbalance of funding from
province to province, as the new
proposal hurts the poorer
provinces more than the richer
ones.

Finally, the federal government
wants to get its say in post-
secondary education in regular
forums between itself and the
provinces which will determine
further federal cash involvement in
universities and colleges.

The reaction of the provinces has
been mixed, because the federal
proposals, if implemented would
affect them differentially. Thus the
demand which issued from the 17th
Conference of the First Ministersin
Edmonton last May was that the
federal government be extremely
generous with all the provinces.
The provinces demanded that
Ottawa give them an additional
four percentage points (or about
three per cent) of federal personal
income tax. This transfer would
make up the provinces’ annual
post-secondary losses, evaluated at
between $750 million and one billion
dollars.

Since the May conference, the
provincial governments have been
looking further into the FAA
situation, and the renewal of the Act
will likely be high on the agenda at
the next premiers’ conference in
November. If the federal govern-
ment goes through with its
proposals, the provinces will have
to bear much more of the weight of
post-secondary financing and
students will probably be expected
to share the burden in the form of
increased tuition fees.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Council of Ontario Univer-
sities and the National Association
of Universities and Community
Colleges have both recommended
that the FAA be renewed and that
universities and governments
work out a new arrangement
together.

York president H. Ian
MacDonald felt that the new
system would cause difficulties for
the universities. He said he
thought it was wrong for the federal
government to act unilaterally
instead of’sitting down with the
university heads to work out an
equitable system’.

The National Union of Students
(NUS) decided at its semi-annual
conference in Ottawa earlier this
month to demand the renewal of the
FAA in conjunction with a lifting of
the 15 per cent annual increase
ceiling. As well, NUS has re-

Booze ban

VANCOUVER (CUP) — The
student pub at the University of
British Columbia will not be ser-
ving beer for the next month.

The student council voted 20-10
Oct. 20 to prohibit liquour from
Alma Mater Society functions and
outlets in the student union build-
ing until November 22.

The decision — which AMS
representatives say will curb
vandalism and liquour abuse on
campus — closed the pub (The Pit)
and the liquour lounge (The Lethe)
effective Oct. 20 and barred ligour
from functions sponsored by clubs
and undergraduate societies in the
building.

The council made the decision
because it feared the liquor ad-
ministration branch of BC (LAB)
would revoke the Pit’s liqour
permit unless students moved to

in BC

curbalcohol abuse by Pit patrons.

Representatives met with RCMP
Sgt. Al Hutchinson and ‘“he in-
formed usthere wasa problem, and
he was writing to the LAB and the
intention was to close the Pit
down,” according to council chair
Phil Johnson.

“We decided to take the matter
into our own hands. We thought it
was better if we took that initiative
and exercise our control. We would
rather keep that control than have
itforced on us,” Johnson said.

The council also voted to com-
pensate undergraduate societies
for expenses already committed to
functions which will be hit by the
dry up, but it will not pay pub
employees their full wage.

Employees will be paid for only
half the time they are scheduled to
work. The Pit will reopen Oct. 25 as
acoffee house.

quested a national enquiry on the
goals and financing of Canadian
post-secondary education, and that
NUS be represented at the enquiry
and any FAA negotiations.

NUS is adamantly opposed to the
implementation of the federal FAA

proposals because the provincial
governments would receive fe-
deral funds before they had made
their post-secondary expenditures
rather than after. NUS feels that
the provinces may spend the
federal funds on programmes other

than post-secondary education.
According to NUS, in the past the
provinces have inflated their
operating budgets at the time of
fiscal transfers and later reduced
their estimates and shuffled some
of the funds to other areas.

Pair’s Commandoees featuring Hojo

WoRP HAS CoME DOWN To THE
PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FoR
THIS STRIP THAT THE PANIER
COLLEGE VIGILANTE OFFICE DoES
NoT LooK KINDLY ON STRIPS
WHICH INTIMATE THAT YORK'S
EXCELLENT VIGILANTE SQUADS
EAT STUPENTS.

No, HoJo,
No!l

—a
i

WE AGREE WITH THE
OFFICE'S OPINION, AND
PROMISE NoT To SHow
OUR CHARACTERS CHEWING
ON, SWALLOWING, oR
OTHERWISE TNGESTING
ANY OF YorK'S B.I.U.s

|

LET US INSTEAD RETURN
To ouR SToRY,..

HNK. STupenT
LOITERING BY
WINDow.

RIGHT You ARE,
HoJo. T/LL

PHONE THE mLICE
PEPARTMENT AND
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
WHILE You APPREHEND
HIM!

HNK. GoT ) .
A MATCH? )|

'

WE ALSo PRoMISe NoT To IMPLY
THAT A CERTAIN VIGILANTE MEMBER
SLEEPS WITH A RAM, OR THAT A
COUPLE OF coMMANDGAS WERE SEEN
SNIFFING THE SEATS IN CURTIS LH-T.

PUT H/M DowN,
You FoolL! WHAT
IF SoMEBoDY
SEES You?

cHoMP,
CHomp,
CHomP

AFTER ALL, WE ARE NoT IN THE
BUSINESS oF CHARACTER ASSASS/—
NATION. IF CERTAIN PERSONS PREFER
TO SPEND THEIR T/ME PRACTICING
ODP RITUALS [NVOLVING BoTTLES oF
BEER, LEATHER BooTs AND PINK
GARTERS, WHO ARE WE To TNTERFERE ?

NI

' SURE. YourR
;) BREATH AND
A BUFFALO

'vullmw%%.
[ A
7 g

. : :

NO CALL PaLIcE.
HE SAY HE sogrry,

GoopP WoRK, HoTo,
JUST FoR THAT,
T’LL LENP You
MY PASSKEY
To CurRTIS LH-T.

NEXT WEEK: PAIN'S
COoMMANDOS MEET EITHER
BARRY EDSEL OR A TREE,
DEPENDING ON WHICH
COMES UP WITH THE WITTIER
LINES... ANP A SPECIAL GUEST
APPEARANCE BY JOHN BICKER!

(PLEASE WOLD YOUR APPLAUSE)

ON GARTRIDGES

e MARANTZ

e CROWN

e HARMAN-KARDON
e REVOX

e ESS

e JB.L.

e ROTEL

e SONY

e DUAL

e YAMAHA
e ERA

e SHURE

e PIONEER
eB +0

e ORTOFON
e ADC

e DYNACO

e CELESTION

FRIDAY, OCT. 29
'9:30 A.M.

TO

MIDNIGHT

ON €LECTRONICS

e GENESIS

e TOSHIBA

e SUPEX

e CONNOISSEUR

e SOUNDCRAFTSMAN
e DBX

e ARISTON

e ZENITH

e B.AS.F.

COLOUR TVs...TAPE DECKS... SPEAKERS
EVERYTHING ON SAIE |

* SUGGESTED MANUFACTURERS VALUE

RAINCHECKS !

366-9761

Store Hrs.: Daily 9:30 to
9:00 p.m. Sat. to 6 p.m.

We have no association with any other retail store
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