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Weak
reaction to week
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National Universities Week, Oct. 2-6, has been 

in the planning stages since early this year.
What is National Universities Week you might 

ask? Good question, A.J.
This was the week when universities all across 

the country were to organize special events to 
invite the public to come and see what post
secondary education is all about. B.C., Ontario, 
Alberta and Manitoba had extensive programs 
involving symphony orhestras, football teams 
(both university and CFL), ballet troupes and 
theatre production. As well, a Cut-Backs tour of 
university campuses to see the cumulative 
effects of underfunding, and Alumni homecom
ings to bring guaduates back to the alma mater.

There is a paucity of this kind of activity at 
Dalhousie. Sure there was the President’s Sports 
festival, the Student Leadership conference and 
a music department recital. But these events 
would have gone on anyway. The public really 
wasn’t invited to participate in them.

There was a panel discussion on Oct. 4 which 
was intended to convince the general public that 
universities in Halifax have a cultural contribu
tion to make to the larger Halifax community. 
Few, if any, of the general public were there to 
hear the message. Five university presidents 
successfully argued their case to a bunch of 
academics. And maybe a few students, but no 
student representatives.

No wonder the general public regards univer
sity as a waste of time, an ivory tower, a drain on 
public coffers. They don't know any difference 
because the universities have been unable to 
reach them. The ‘general public’ reads things like 
the Oct. 1 editorial in the Chronicle Herald chal
lenging universities to show their stuff for 
National Universities Week. Then, they are wait
ing expectantly, for coverage that doesn’t come.

Or, the ‘general public' reads things like the 
Globe and Mail's article on the national student 
movement and believe students would rather sit 
on pub stools than on committees. Ergo, why 
give the lushes loans, or freebie bursaries.

With this popular portrayal of students and 
student life, the Oct. 6 taping for CBC’s The 
Afternoon Show will probably ask cute questions 
about our sex lives and whether or not Ultra- 
Bright improves them.

National Universities Week was the chance. 
This was a poor time for administration, faculty 
and students alike to mess up.
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Apologia
Mary's University. The artfcle 
suggested that Doctor Jabbra was 
a member of a Lebanese Maro
nite organization which ordered 
him to stop the lecture.

“These suggestions were not 
factual. Doctor Jabbra is not a 
member of any such Lebanese 
organization. The IEC could be 
directed to cancel a scheduled 
program on the direction of 
SMU president Kenneth Ozmon, 
and only after consultation with 
senior advisors. Dr. Jabbra, there
fore, could not have ordered the 
CPA lecture to be either can
celled or postponed.

“Doctor Jabbra did not receive 
any threats from anybody. Doc-

“The Gazette wishes to clarify 
some statements made in “Reac
tions To Riots Are Registered” 
which appeared in the Sep
tember 22 issue. Certain state
ments in the article about Doctor 
Joseph G. jabbra. Saint Mary’s 
University Academic Vice Presi
dent, were not correct. The 
Gazette apologizes to Doctor 
Jabbra for any embarrassment or 
inconvenience which he might 
have suffered as a result of such 
incorrect statements.

“The Gazette article repeated 
allegations that Doctor Jabbra 
caused the cancellation of a pub
lic lecture by the Canadian Pales
tine Association at the Interna
tional Education Centre of Saint

tor Jabbra received orders from 
no one and did not fabricate a 
story of threats. The Halifax 
Police Department denies that 
threats to Saint Mary’s University 
were reported to them by the 
Saint Mary's University adminis
tration. Dr. Jabbra was away from 
SMU for a brief period on uni
versity business. He returned on 
Sept. 17, several days before the 
Gazette story was published. This 
was not an extended leave of 
absence as stated in the Gazette 
article. The Gazette in no way 
intended to question Doctor 
Jabbra's integrity.

“The Gazette regrets any 
embarrassment the original arti- 
cle may have caused.”_________
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