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GCHAPTER XXIII.
More of the Secret.BY this. time Max Hamilton, as

hie listeneti to tlie extraord-
lnary statements of Berthia
Schimidit, liat iost any idea lie
liat hein that slie was a ser-

vant or of the servant class; lie saw
that ;1a1 ler way site was a remarliable
Woman, with a gooti deal of educatiýon
anti no littie natural acuteness; that
site liat acteti as maid to Sylvia Chase
liati been part of a sclieme-a detauj
lu the vast plans of German espionage
In' Englanti; she hati been playing a
Part whicli liat been assignei to lier
by lier superiors. Stili, lie was utterly
unp)repareti for anti tlioroughly sur-
priseti by wliat site Dow proceeded to
reveal to him.

"Kari Hiollantier, whom yeu know as
CaPtain 'Cliarles H-oilander," she con-
tlnueti, Ilhat a grantifather, whose
lame also was Karl Hollander; lie

wVas an officer in the Prussian army.
Itather more than fifty years ago thls
ma came to Englaui. anti settleti
down as a naturalfzeti Englishman In
London; hîs natur alizat-on» was noth-
ilng -but a cloak, for la reality lie wa3
a German secret agent, sud bis busi-
ntess was tVo organize a systein of
espionage, for ýGreat Britaln, just as 'it
had been that of another ex-offiler of
Prussia a few yèrars earlier with re-
gard to France,

"That Kari Hollandýer dieti, but he
l'ad a son, aise nameti Kari, ýbut Eng-
lîslhet lato Charles, wliom lie lad
brouglit up to foliow in lia footsteps
anti go on witli tie work lie hati been
doing for Germany la your country.
~This second Kari liati been at boili
Enigliali and German gdhools; lie liat
thte Engliali ways; it was not difflcuit
to take hlm. for au, Englisâman,
thougli lie liat the German t'airness of
liair anti complexion. H. marrieti,
however, a Geranan lady, wlio lie-
lOngeti to, the fanilgy of the Von Nord-
hlims-slie was a cousin of the pre
Senlt Graf Von Nordlielm."

"Whto was the employer of yourmi
tress, Sylvia Caase ? a-sked Max.

"Yes, the samne," repiied ýBeetlia.
'1Karl Hollander the third, thtat is,

Captain Holiander, was their son?"
Hle ila the. oly chuiti cf tit. second

Xari andi of that lady," was te
answer. "The secondi Kari went a
step furtiter in the course of duplicity
Oad tieception thal. was being puraueti
With respect to tue Engýliali, for lie
Pla.ceci lis son, the mian y<>u know, la
YOur armny, ha.ving first traineti hlm as
a Gernian secret agent, aven as lie
hiPtself liad bee traîneti by hils own
father. H~e wemst further aVilI, for he
Sutige9teti that the young officer, is

Son, sliou,,d pre-teati to enter your
Secret service---

"H sa miember of the Britishi
~Secret service, 1 have always untier-
8t0e).d," MIaxiclerrupted lier._

tain Hoilantier does. He is untier a colti woman, andi it was true, yet aIe
their orders, but tliey have te great- was net wi'tiout some natural feeling
est confidence la hLm, as lie lias been for lier brother, anti ste, iati a great
very succesaful. As I tolti you, lie La deal of pritie. Site was afrald after
an exceetiagly ciever man, anti as dur- taking the plans that lier brother must
ing as lie is c-lever. It was lie wito be suspecteti of liaving betrayed the
obtaineti the plans of the new gut." secret of the new gun, for a searchiag

Max listenet inl a kinti of stupefac- inqýutry, :she believeti, couiti not but
tien; what this woman hati told hlm leati to lis 'eing compromiseti; Vihe
waa ail -so astountiing! YýeV lie cocîlt others who were ln the secret were,
not doulit ithat she was speaking the with the exception of the inventer, ai
truti lier»manner, lier accents de- too iigh-placedti-hey were generals
clareti IV most empliuticwIly. IL anti mlnisters anti above suspicion.
seemeti an improbable, aimoat an TItey preyeti on lier mlnd. In a woru,
impossible tale, but Max knew that she wa.s beginning Vo repent of whaV
it was just suci tales that were ai- she liat done; sbe grew imiti anti fear-
ways proving 'trulli to be stranger fui; alie VeIti Holiander that she woulti
tItan fiction. What diabolical ingenu- work wlVh hlm no more, anti even
ity anti cieveruesg titese Hoilanders 'threatenedi to unmask hlm. That was,
hati sliown; lew littie liat tliey been how it came about." saiti Bertha, witl
suspecteti! a stEr. "Her deatb, 1 me.an," she

IlHow la it thaît you know ail titis?" atiteti.
lie asketi, la wonder rather thali "Si. repenteti of lier treachery.
doubt. "Yes, anti she wss afrald, 400:; afraiti

"Ia different ways," s1. respondeti, for -ber brother-anti aiso in a measure
fran1kly. "II ned etot tell you tliem, for lierseif. Towarde. the endi she
but 1 may point out that 1 hati to, knOw Icaured ureatlv, and H1ollander was
a gooti deai so as to watch fraulein, la terre lest site shoulti carry out lier
my nîistre-'e, effeccively, anti fre.quent- lireat to unmnsk hilm. He laid lihe mat-
iy I heard him discussing this thing ter lbefo'-e the headaý la Berlin, anti
andti Vat witli lier. Besicles, 1 lad they saii alie muqt be zot ont cf the
been la our secret service for many WaY--aud so he killet iher."
yesrs,' anti lad learnei mach." '-fou knew that at Vhe time?"

",Captain Hollantier killeti your muis- "II knew tînt it was hoe wio lad
tress?", kulleti lier. but 1 diti noV know that le
&CyES; lie lad Ûts eiders! He lad çW-pr to kili ber. I wss sorry. too, when

lto kili lier, to shut lier mnoutli Imkew of lier tieath, for 1 got on well
for eer. üuheard him sa'y wtth lier ari rather liketd lier," sati

tint it ýwas nei-cssary, andi fron lis Brhqitv
'Tey "Hoiw wa.ý it tliat aie bec-aine a~-point of view It -as necessary. II'hy oit ti witit Holiantier?" ashket Max.commandeti hlm to silence bier." Ynwl eebrta ot yo

"'Tley!'-you mnean 'the people In is mother wu-s a relative of tite Voit
-Berlin to whom yen referretia moment

ugo?" Nordîcinis; lie met the fraulein wliea
hets nBnla L a she was acting as governess Vo Vie",Yes, te hasiBeln tw Von Nortiieim chiltiren. anti came Voýaecessary from Lheir Point of view l<now lier intimately. He establisieti

Thiat she 3slouiti die." sresr fac-inyoe ir"_
"'SIe kaew too mac? Perhaps lie macle -love to lier," sug-"LIt was. not -that, not quite!" gePOed Max.
",How did she procure informatian "Non" adBrh. Teews

'for Hoilautier? 110w was site of use ,ohn flOp thal Beia. "étwehee wa
to hlm as a spy?" 'Max asketi. anotingi nf ha kti bween ltliem-L"o nwlier brother, CapVaini su eti finHwvrItws"Youkaowaegreeti to become a secret agent InVilliers Chase?" the, interests of Germauy, but towards

"You kuow that I do," sa-Id Max the, end,. 1s I have just saiti, site re-
"Lit was pnincipally titrouigl lier 1ett do not krnnw tliat'there la

brother Vînt ah. was of use to Kari r"~thn moeV eiyu, iesii
Holiantier," qild Berthta. ntigmw teelyoshsad

"Through Vîliemal> exclimeti Max, after a moment's silence.
incredulouslY. JT ail seemed simple enougit now,

"lYes tlirougli him, thougli 1 do net 1 Max tliought, plecing together
Vlilnk titat lie was aware of the mDan- what lie lad hourd; ail was ex-
ner la wicli she useti what lie tolti plaineti. Then lie asheti the woman a
lier," salid Berthta. "Hie w&s 'greatly question.
attaletid te lier-much more titan site "Wby have you toit me tose,
was, Vo hlm; ah. wa a -nelt w'oman, things?" hi lquireti.
niy utistresa, witli very llbtie affection "So thnt yen wlU b. able te deal
for any-boty, sud ale was clever-and wltli Holîlantier whein you anti lie are
i, ia not; bceis a~ iuill, iteavy man, anti inî Englanti agaîn. 11e cannot know
Fhe twlsted hlm round lier finger wltli that 1 liave told Yeu everything or even
,the greatest Bae, sything; yen are armedl against hil,

"Stilll-I don't untieratad-" aliBerthia, "wtl tue knowiedge:
"Untier lte pretext of getting hîm whlch I bave gîven you, anti lie will bqý

Vo help lier wiVli the articles she wrote in your power. Yenu c-an do witl hlmý
for revlews sud journais sIte exitiacted what you wlll, but lie sure and con-,
iwuc-l important informiation front lima, suiit your ewni aafety."
and site hall the rua of fls reOmin lu I untierstant," eald Max.
thce War -Office andi of fls private 'He ta your enemy-ancl now.,he ta
rom. Now do you understauti?" mine," se atdoti. "By, some mean-,
Bertita aked. kwhih I amn not a;cquaiiited witl, ne

Max noti4et assent; rverythlng w&a5 eauseti you to come hon. Vo Treves, an-i
becnming plain anti cean te hlm. It was titrougi hlm. that you were ai'-

"Andi Vll4iers L, innocent?" lie asketi. reateti as a Spy.",
"That Ia my iiipre,,ssio," ah. re- ''through Hollantier!" Max exclaiml-

the plans of the uew gun from iera "Yes; lie lad yen watcited :from tiie
brotlier's ýau!, aad gave thent te Hol- t'miie you lef t London Viii the moment

lanýdeo! Ofyour arrest. You wLll remeniber I
,IBut th ai. f out bc-loel suir?- warned you; 1 liad itoarti soiethin- --y Illiahn Yeu snatcdi little Fritz froeý
'«I-ow exaqtly .she did it 1 do net àtiea9tl. ýand1 IdetermiMed te help yen:*'

kýnow, but that la 'tii mf'anner In~ whteli t$he 414 net tel him of lier frultlêes ap-
the planis weV-e obtalinet by lier," al 1peal te ReBIander. 'INow you are out
Bertha. 'II hxeurd "onething of it, but ojf pison. and toniiglit you shall cros
not ail- VliUer.a was net un aocom- tte frontler anti se get back to Lon-
plice, except iu su fur as lia stupidity don."
andi ha love for lier matie hlm -one." She ioeoed ut itlm tlougittfully, anti

'I see," saic Max. "Pour Villiers!" aas about te speak again, but c-lie
III suiti te you tînt xny ndstresa waaý ehanged lier mind and ieft it hl-
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owa reflections for some, time. Alter-
wards ahe brouilit iiî food, andi tolti
him thaz as ber boy was coming to the
house about fiye o'clock, an hour that

~was close at hiani, elle muet abat him
in the cupboard hiddeal behinti the
o.lothes ln thel waî drobe tiii -thle chilti
was asteep~ for cte night. Thon alie
was to bring hi»it Ele cloLhes of a civil-
fan, andi tGgether? they were to set out.

"Thefre will be nearly fourteen miles
to walk," she saiu.

"Woufl lft Ébe »Oo mach fur you ?"
asked Max.

"No," sile assureti hlm; 'II arn very
strong. It would be easy walking but
for the snow. Will it flot be too much
for you aft.er -belng shut Up s0 long?"

But Max would îlot entertain thie no-
tien for au instant. Was lie nlot mardi-
ing to freedom--and all that was dear
to hlm? And diti lie nlot have a great
duty, an imperative public cluty, to per-
form? The duty of unmasking a trai-
tor andi of having him punisheti? He
did noît know how mucli Hoilantier
owed -to him personaily. Something of
this lie said, te Berthca Schimidit, and
again she, wa.rned hinm to be on i&
guard with respect to Hollainder.

A FTER lie had &pent some weary
hours ln the closeness and clark-
Doea of the hidden cuphoard.

Bertha Schidt came to hlm, and Jet
him. out of It. She hati fetched sorne
clothes, and told him to put them o'q
whie she got some food ready for
their journey. Taking off Herman's
uniform, lie atti.rei imself 1n lte gar-
ments sIte had provideti, andi fouaid
tliey fltted fairly well; lie guesseti they
liad belonged to BArtlia's liusband who
must have been a tail mn. A Ilttie
after nine, o'clock lie andi Bertha iefr
ýthe liouse. Snow was stilI falling, but
not in sucli ticc and lieavy flakes as
on lthe precedlng evenlng; the niglit
was ýdark, andi once tliey hati got away
from Treves andi lts lampa, it was
blackness itseif.

Ne.t that lhe intense darkness -seern-
eti to give. Bertha, auy trouble; she
moved on ln front of! Max without
pause or hesitation for a-'couple of
heurs along a narrow road, on which
lte snow hati evidently been troicen
-or beaten clown to some extent. Tlien
as tliey neared a place ln wblch some
liglits were, burning, ehe batte hlm liait
whie she went forward to reconnoitre.
Presentiy she returneti, andi whisper-
ing to hLmi that a picket was statloned
,thlere, mnoveti on again, 'but lu a nor-
tlieriy direction; bitherto they hiad
been travelling almost due east. But
liere was no patli, andi the .snow was
dieep, yet tliey struggled on anti
reaclied a narrow roati similar tel titat
by whicli they hati left Treves.

I'Two hours more, and we will gain
the. frontier nee.r Ecliternachi," she
sald. "Are you 1tlreti?" He protesteti
lie was not, and asked if she was, but
the indomaitable woman merely s-hrug-
ged lier shoul-ders, and set out more
vigorously.

On andi on ýthey walked; after a long
tinte, as it seemeti to Max, Berthia di-
verged fromn the narrow roai, anti
struck off lato a forest;. on sIte went
&gaiîn, tliough Max zaw or rather f elt
no pa-tliunder lis feet-anly sof t deep
snow 'ilirougli whicli le p:ungei after
lier,1 but as befom-e she neyer was un-

cer&in of lier way. \t lengtli t.ley
came into a clearer space; tliey, lad
emergei fromn the forest. Now site
paused anti li&tenei, but no souati
broke te all-enrfoldlng stIllness"save
thae of running water.

"Lt is. the~ river Sure," ah. told hlm;
«it is the front-ier, and there is no slgn
,of the soldiers liere; tliey are higlier
up near the bridge Into Echiternachi.
,Once aoross the stream, anti you are
sa fe! ! "

CHÀFLEJR XXIV.
In~ London Again.

OPBE teý 1each L-ondon to-mor-
row evening, but tell nobody,

Sudh was. tie message containeti ln
ti telegram whlch was recelved I>y
Peggy Wlloughiby one afternoon, as
she was ssulig ýfrom the. bouse In St.
Auton'es Avenue.

Wllen the despatch. was heuded te


