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A Spider’s Web. l

Have you ever stood before the web
of a garden spider hung between two
shrubs or dahlias, or along the bushes
by the side of a woodland path, and
wondered how the beautiful fabric was

|
|
turned out by the spinner? Here is\
an accotnt. of the process by l’rof.\
John Henry Comstock, in “Boys and \

Girls”:

In making its web, an orb weaver
first spins a number of lines extend-
ing irregularly in various directions
about the place where the orb is to be;
this is the outer supporting frame-
work. Often the first line spun is a
bridge between two quite distant
points, as the branches of two sepa-
rate bushes. How did the spider cross
the gulf? ' It has no wings.

The bridge building can be easily
seen on a warm summer evening, the
time at which spiders are most active
repairing ‘their old nets and building
new ones. The spider lifts the hind
end of its body, and spins forth a
thread; this is carried off by the wind
until finally striking some object, it
becomes fast to it. The spider then
pulls in the slack line, like a sailor,
and when the line is taut, fastens it
to the object on which it is standing,
and the bridge is formed.

After making the outward frame-
work, the radiating lines are formed.
A line is stretched across the space s0
as to pass through the point which is
to be the centre of the orb. In doing
this, the spider may start on one side,
and be forced to walk in a very round-
about way on the outer framework to
the opposite side. It carefully holds
the. new line up behind it as it goes
along, so that it shall not become en-
tangled with the lines on which it
walks; one or both hind feet serve as
hands in these spinning operations; for
as the spider has eight feet, it can spare
one or- two for other purposes than
locomotion. When the desired point
is reached, the slack is pulled in and
the line fastened. . The spider then
goes to the point where the centre of
the orb is to be, and fastening another
line, it walks back to the outer frame-

work, and attaches this line an inch or
two from the first. In this way all
of the radiating lines are drawn. The
next step is to stay these radii by a
spiral line, ‘which is begun near the
centre, and attached to each radius
as it crosses it. The turns of this

spiral are as far apart as the spider can |

conveniently reach.

All of the threads spun up to this
stage in the construction of the web
are dry and inelastic. The spider now
proceeds to.- stretch upon the frame-
work a sticky and elastic line, which
is the most important part of the web,
the other lines being merely a frame-
work to support it. In spinning the
sticky line, the spider begins at the
outer edge of the orb, and, in passing
around it, fastens this line to each
radius as it goes. Thus, a second
spiral is made. The turns of this
spiral, which is merely a temporary
support, is destroyed as the second
spiral progresses.
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Too much mirth in business hours
may pfove a burden in profitable re-
sults.

—— LR

A Canadian youth recently wrote to
the Czar, asking for a collection of
Russian postage stamps. His Majesty
has granted the request, the boy re-
ceiving a handsome album containing
a complete list of all the stamps issued
at the Russian post office. The col-
lection is estimated to be worth sever
al hundred dollars.
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A Sure Cure ror HEADACHE—Bilious
headache, to which women are more
siubject than men, becomes so acute
in some subjects that they are utter-
ly prostrated. The stomach refuses
food, and there is a constant and dis-
tressing effort to free the stomach
from bile which has: become unduly
secreted there. Parmelee’s Vegetable
Pills are a speedy alterative, and in
neutralizing the effects of the intrud-
ing bile relieves the pressure on the

‘nerves which cause the headache.

Try them.
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Regular $1.35 sent postpaid for $1

This Corset is the very latest shape.
Short Waist style with the new Habit or
L.ong Hip, bias cut strongly reinforced
at the waist line, adding greatly to their l
good wearing qualities. The clasps are

the finest, rust proof blue steel. This

Corset is made in white and drab, with
lace trimming around the top to matc h,
sizes 18 to 25, Regular §1.35. Sent post
paid to any address on receipt of $1.00
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Gold Standard Coffee

Roasted by our new process. A blend of the highest
| arade Coffees, carefully and scientifically roasted

and blended, for particular coffee drinkers. Guaranteed
ABSOLUTELY PURE. A trial will convince you that
this is the most perfect PURE Coffee on the market
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PACKED, ROASTED AND BLENDED BY

CODVILLE & CO.

WINNIPEG CALGARY
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