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this to be no time for discussing-about personal safety, I took Dickson by
one hand and the flag in the other, then descending the precipitous steep to
the water’s edge, we launched ofr frail canoe amidst an unsparing shower of
shot which fell all around us; tor did the firinig tease till the canoe, become
quite unmanageable, tossed about in the waters of the strong eddies; when, as
if struck by shame at his dastardly attempt to @éter us from our purpose the
enemy gave the signal to cease fre. I was thus’relieved (and abled) on
approaching the shore to observe more calmly all that was pas‘s’mg On
touching the ground, with water in the leaky canoe ankle deep, I was about,

as was my custom, leaping ashore, when a sentinel from a guard brought to

the spot, came to the charge with fixed tayonet, authoritatively commanding,

me not to leave the boat. To my enquiry for Colonel Solomon Van Rensellaer,
(the Adjutant General) with whom I usually conferred, I wastold he was,sick.
I then stated having an ifnportant message from General Brock for their Com-
mander, which if inconvenient for their General to receive from me persqnally,
I begged an official person might be immediately deputed to convey it to him.
After some delay, Mr. Toock, the General's Secretary, made his appearance,
but his reply to General Brock’s request being abrupt, and as I thought some-

what significant, * that nothing could be done till the day after to-morrow,"’

1 ventured to remind "him of Gengral ‘Brock's liberality towards their people
which tfie fortune of war had thrown into his hands, entreating that he would

- again consult his General,'and enable me to carry to mine something more

satisfactory. In compliance, as he stated, with my wishes, but as it appeared
to me, more with the intent to consume my time, rendered precious from its
beipg after midday, he detained me in my miserable position for more than
two hours, and then returned expressing the General's regret * that thé
prisoners having been marched for Albany they could not instanter be brought
back, but that:I might assure General Brock with his respects that all should
be settled to their mutual satisfaction the day after to-morrow.” I was now

too anxious to depart to wish the parley prolonged, my mind being quite made,

up as to the enemy’s intentions, and to the course it was most fitting for me

¢ to pursue ander the circumstances. It had not escaped me that their saucy
_ numbers had been prodigiously swelled by a horde of bhalf-savage troops from

Kentucky, Ohio and Tennessee, which evidently made it hazardous for their
northern ¢countrymen to show their accustomed respect for a flag of truce
from a foe; but my most important discovery was their boats slung in the
sides or fissures on the river bank covered only by the brush, with indeed
many decided indications that an attack on our shores could not be prudently
delayed for a single day. Under such impression the first thing on reaching
our own side was the rerhoval by Mr. Dickson of his family from his own
house on the beach, the very site of the prospective struggle, and giving note
of preparation to the few militia which, with the 49th flank companies, were
all the immediate disposable force for the defence of Queenstown. Aware of
the imminence and magnitude of the danger, the lateness of the hour, after
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