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CHAPTER L
WAR CLOUDS.

Now lower the dreadful clouds of war;
Its threatemng thunder rolls afar ; ;

Near and more near the rude alarms

Of conflict and the clash of arms
Advance and grow, till all the air

Rings with the brazen trumpet blare, .

TowarDs the close of a sultry day in July, in
the year 1812, might have been seen a young man
riding along the beautiful west bank of the Niagara
River, about-three miles above its mouth. His
appearance would anywhere have attracted atten=

* The principal authorities consulted for the bistor'cal por-
tion of this story are:—Tupper’s Life-and Letters of Sir
Isaac Brock, Auchinleck’s and other histories of the War,
aud Carroll's, Bangs’, and Playter’s references to border
Methodism at the period described. Many of the incidents,
however, are derived from the personal testimony of. pro-
minent actors in the stirring drama of the mne, but few of ——
whom still linger on the-stage. “For ) veasons which will be
obvmns, the pérsonality of some of the characters of the
story is slightly veiled under assumed names.
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