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SOFTLY the golden 'sunshine broods
Like kiss of peace o'er land and sea,

Toucbing to gold the yellowing woods
Witli subtle skill of alcbemy.

Too soon, alas ! that gold shaîl pass
Into the brown of duil deca>';

Too soon, upon the yellowing grass,
The frost its withering toucli must la>'.

Too soon, too soon, that glor>' fades,
Glowing upon the woodland there,

-Till rugged rocks and forest glades
A more than royal splendour wear.

The oak iu deepest crirnson fine,
The bircli witli fleece of living gold,

The sumacb dyed in blood-red wine,
Tlie maple's tinting manifold,

All go, and swiftly leave behind
A sbadowy mass of gray and black,

In whicli the sun can scarcely fiind
A spot to give bis brightness back.

Nature must rest, that she may keep
Tryst with the first fiowers' blossorning,

So, like a tired cbuld, let lier sleep,
The whule we wake and watch for Spring 1

IN OCTOBER.

THE wind cornes rushing o'er the plain:
Not soft and gentle like a maiden's kiss,
But boisterous glad ax¶d free is this,

The lierald of the wintry rain.

lIt rushes tliro' the poplar trees
Wbose quivering leaves no longer dance in greeni

But blotched like parchment old, are seen
To flutter sad and yellow in the breeze.

Beneatli the trees in crimson brown
The glowinig sbrubbery hints of Auturnn's brusb-

We hear the lessening brooklet's rush,
Or sethe dead leaves floating down.

Not sncb its freigbt in Spring-time days-

The bushes bowing down along the shmore

Remember well the rush, tbe roar,
As murky waters forced new ways;

While on their foaming breast was borne

Some grass>' island frorn the cut bank's edge,

Or tree witli tangled roots and sedge

That frorn the shore it clutched was tomn.

The water swirls are crystal clear

Beneatli the steep and crumbling grave1 bank,
Wliose top with tufted grass grows rank

While red vine up gray side creeps near.

Tbe liorsetails nod besideýthe stream

And toss their sbrivelled yellow arrns about

Tbe ripples fleck the lazy trout
That gather in the pool to dream.

The wind cornes rushing o'er the hul;

No mourner lie among the pine that siglis,
But free with broad wing, swif t bie flics

Witb whirring sound of distant mill.

O'er broad brown hilîs the wind-waves pass

Bowing on taîl brown stemns the seed-filledý head,

Shaking*tbie rose-bush burning red

That flames amid the faded grass.

And wben there cornes a breath of cold

Our eyes are lifted to the glitter briglit

0f snow-clad mountains, wliere last niglit

The ruby sun was set in gold.

How quiet, liow pure, liow strong 1 They star

Like guardian angels clad in white, and send

This warning wind, that man, their friend,

May bide from storms te sweep the land.

And s0 cold-laden is the wind ;
O'er faded grass, 'mid yellow beaveti lie fies,

A newy glitter in bis eyes,
To warn of storma that corne behind.

THTE Q MENI S LIFE IN fiER EA RLIER DAt Y&.

THE Court is certainly not gay ; but it is perbaps impossible that any
Court should be gay where there is no social equality ; where somne cere-
mony, and a continuai air of deference and respect must be observed, there
can be no ease, and without ease there can be no pleasure. The Queen îs
naturally good-humoured and cheerfu n; but stili she is Queen, and by ber
mnust the social habits and the tonie of conversation be regulated ,and for
tbis she is too young and inexperienced. She sits at a large rouind table,
lier guests arounci it, and Melbourne always in a chair beside lier, where
two mortal hours are consumed in such conversation as can be found,
which appears to be, and really is, very uphill work. This, however, is
the only bad part of the whole ; the rest of the day is passed without the
sligbtest constraint, trouble, or annoyance to anybody ; eacb person is at
liberty to employ himself or herseif as best pleases them, thougli very littie
is done in common, and in this respect Windsor is totally u~nlike any other
place. There is none of the sociability which makes the agreeableness of
an Englisb country bouse ; there is no room in whicb the guests assemble,
sit, lounge and talk as they please, and when they please ; there is a
billiard table, but in such a rernote corner of the Castie that it miglit as
well be in the town of Windsor; and there is a library well stocked with
books, but hardly accessible, imperfectly warmed, and only tenanted by
the librarian; it is a mere library, too, unfurnished, and offering none of
the cornforts and luxuries of a habitable room. There are two breakfast
moins, one for the ladies and the guests, and the other for the equerries, and
wlien the meal is over everybody disperses, and notbing but another meal
reunites the company, so that, in fact, there is no society wbatever, little
trouble, little etiquette, but very little resource or amusement.

The life-whicb the Queen leads is this: she gets up soon after eiglit
o'clock, breakfasts in lier own room, and is employed the whole morning in
transacting business ; she reads ahl the despatches, and bas evtiry matter of

FIDELIS. interest and importance in every department laid before lier. At eleven
or twelve Melbourne cornes to lier and stays an bour, more or leas, accord-
ing to tlie business lie mayhave to transact. At two she rides with à
large suite (and she likes to have it numerous) ; Melbourne always rides on
lier left band, and the equerry-in-waiting generally on lier riglit; she
rides for two bours along the road, and the greater part of the time at a
full gallop ; after riding she amuses lierself for the rest of the afternoon
witli music and singîng, playing and romping with chiidren, if there are
any in tlie Castle (and she is so fond of them that she generally contrives
to bave some there), or in any other way sbe fancies. The hour of dinner

t, is nominally half-past seven o'clock, soon after which time the guests
assemble, but she seldom appears till near eigbt. The lord-in-waiting
cornes into the drawing,-room and instructs each gentleman which lady lie
is to, take into dinner. When the guests are ail assembled the Queen
cornes in, preceded by the gentlemen of lier houseliold, and followed by the
Duchess of Kent and all lier ladies; she speaka to each lady, bows to the
men, and goes immediately into tlie dining-room. She generally takes the
armn of the man of higbest rank, but on this occasion she went with Mr.
Steplienson, the American Minister (thougli lie bas no rank), whicli was
very wi8ely done. Melbourne invariably sits on lier lof t, no matter who
may be tliere ; she remains at the table the usual time, but does not suifer
the men to sit long after lier, and we were sumrnoned to coifee in less than
a quarter of an bour. In the drawingo.room she neyer sits down tili the
men make their appearance. Coifee is served te tliem in the adjoining
room, and then tliey go into the drawing-room, wlien she goes round and
says a few words to eacb, of the most trivial nature, ah, liowever, very
civil and cordial iu manner and expression. Wlien this littie ceremony is
over tlie Ducbess of Kent's 'whist table is arranged, and then the round
table is rnarslialled, Melbourne invariably sitting on tlie left band of the
Queen and remaining tliere witliout moving tiIl the eveniug is at an end.
At about balf-past eleven she goes to bed, or wlienever the Duchess lias
played lier usual number of rubbers, and the band have perfbrrned ail the
pieces on their list for the niglit. This is the wliole history of lier day ;
she orders and regulates every detail lierseif, she knows wbere everybody
is lodged in the Castle, setties about the riding or the driving, and enters
into every particular witb minute attention. But while she personally
gives bier orders to lier various attendants, and does overything that is
civil to ail the inmates of the Castie, she really lias nothing to do with

anybody but Melbourne, and with bim she passes (if not in tête-à-tête yet in
intimate communication) more hours than any two people, in any relation
of life, perhaps ever do pass together besides. Hie is at lier side for at
least six hours every day, an licur in the morning, two hours on herse-

back, one at dinner, and two in the evenink. Tbis monopoly is certain>'
not judicious ; it is not altogether consistent witb social usage, and it leads

to an infraction of those rules of etiquette whicb it is better to observe
with regularity at Court. But it is more peculiarly inexpedient witli

reference to lier own future enjoyment, for if Melbourne sliould be cent-

pelled to resign, lier privation will be the more bitter on account of the
exclusiveness of lier intimacy witb him. Accordingly, lier terrer wlien

any danger menaces the Governrnent, bier nervous appreliension at any

appearance of change, affects lier liealtb, and upon one occasion during the
d last session she actually fretted lierself into an i]lness at the notion of their

goingr ont. It miust be owned that lier feelings are net unnatural, any

more than those whicli Melbourne entertains toward lier. His manner

to lier is perfect, always respectfull, and neyer presuining upon tlie extra-

ordinary distinction lie enjoys ; bers to, him is simple and natural, in-

dicative of the confidence she reposes in hlm and lier lively taste for bis

society but not marked by an>' unbecoming familiarity. Interesting as

W, P. M. bis position is, and fiattered, gratified and touched as lie must ie by tbe


