
gréat:questions, .Whàt is the chiefflood? and -What'is the'
chieý 'Evil 1 we are instructed .by our own nature. An
inward voie. bias told ,men, even in the héathen -countries,
that ýexcel.lence of character is the supreme gooci, and that
baseness of soul and of action inoves something -worse
than suffering. We have ail of us, at some pericds of
life, haci the same conviction; rand these have been
the periods when the minci has been heiltliiest, clearest,
leastpreturbed by passion. Is there any one here wvho
ilces flot feel,,that what the divine faculty cf conscience
enjoins as riglit,-has stronger dlaims upon him than what
is recomniendeci as. merely agreeable or advantageous;
that duty is something more sacred than interest or plea-
sure : that virtue is a good of a .higher order than gratifi-
cation ; that crime is somethmng worse than outward loss 1
What means the admiration with which we follow the
conscientionis andi disinteresteci man, andi which, grows
strong .in proportion to his sacrifices *to duty? 1Is it not the
testimony of our whole souls to the truth and greatness

Of gooi lie has -chosen 1 Wlat meanis the feeling of ab-'
horence, which we cannot r epress if we would, towarzds.

him .who,ý by abusing confidence, tranipling, on weakness,
or hardening himself against the -appeals of mercy, has'

grownuich or great. .Do we think that such a man has

made .a good -bairgain in bartering principle for wealth 1
Is prosperous fortune a balance for vice 1Inl our deliber-

ate moments,, is there not a voice whidh pronounces bis
craft folly, andi his su.ccess misery

Andi to corne nearer home, what conviction is it, which

Springs- up most spontaneously. in our more refiecting
mornents,,when we look back'witlout passion on our owu
lives.? Can vice.staid that calm look 1 Is there a an
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