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at the state of the case, "take this over to the clerk's office," handing a
paper. " See that it is fixed up all right. Don't hu:ry." The junior
started off. " Take plenty of time and be careful," the old man called
after him.

Mark had turned toward bis father with his face aflame with mor-
tification. But the old man spoke dryly as though he were particularly
interested in the business intrusted to bis son. The young man had no
doubt that his father had some ulterior purpose in thus sending him
away, but he was so glad to be rid of his position between the uncom-
fortable Nancy on one side and the uncomfortable parent on the other,
that he was quite willing to take the risk of bis father's adroit cross-
questioning of the girl. Ie could not divine what was Colonel Bonamy's
purpose, but he knew that all the information that Nancy could give
would be extracted in the interest of that purpose. When he arrived
at the county clerk's office he opened the carefully folded paper, only to
find to bis confusion that it was blank, lie understood that lie had been
sent out of the office to remain away until Nancy should depart. He
made a bungling excuse to the clerk for baving brought a blank paper,
but he'drew a favourable augury from bis father's action.

It was a characteristic of the elder Bonamy that he did not begin to
speak at once. He scratched a few lines with the pen, to put possible
suspicions out of the mind of the witness, then began with common-
place remarks about ber father and bis local influence on Rocky Fork,
proceeded with some very bQld flatteries quite suited to the palate of
the girl, who seriously began to debate, whether, failing the son, she
should not try for the father. Then the old lawyer set her to talking
about Mark ; drew from ber first one and then another particular of the
young man's conduct; chuckled with ber over ber adroitness in captur-
ing the watch-seal ; took ber side in tMe whole matter, laughed at Mark's
piety ; got out of ber an account of the transfer of the Testament to
ber ; led ber off on an unsuspecting account of ber other numerous
triumphs; applauded her victory over McGowan ; got ber to boast in
detail of the arts she made use of in capturing ber admirers; drew
out of her by piecemeal a statement of ber motives in getting the Tes-
tament from Mark ; and even, by espousing ber side of the case, com-
pelled an implied admission of ber intent in coming to town at that
time.

He bad now given the fish all the line that seemed best. It was time
to reel in as he could. But while ber complacent vanity was yet un-
touched by any suspicion of bis purpose be made a vain endeavour to
get possession of the Testament and watch-seal.

" No sir -no sir-ee-no-sir-ee, Bob !" cried the girl with a you don't-


