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EDUOATION,

Considerable discussion has been provoked
"in Winnipeg of late regarding our educational
system It iv felt by many that the cost of
keeping up our edicational systom is to great.
The wisdom of providing higher education at
theexpenso of the stete, bas been called in
question much of late, in many parts of Can-
ada, and the feeling seems to be gaining gronud
t,hat the state should be satisfied when it pro.
-vides & good primary education. There is
-good reason to helieve thap our educstionists
haye been going ahead too fast, and have
‘budlb up a top-heavy aystem. In establishing
an elaborate aud expensive syatem of higher
education, it is jasv possible that they have
negleated what is of vastly more importancs to
the country—the perfecting of a thorough and
practical system of education suitable for the
masses of the people in everyday life. The
great objeot of education should be to impart

literature, mnthematics and the long list of
vlogles,is very likely to bo somewhat nnhinged
for following the plow or wielding the black-
sinith’s hammer,

Really the great need of the age, oducation-
ally, is for roform in the direotion of providing
more practical education for the maases, Where
the state has provided a good practical
education in the ordinary branches, and
makes this education compulsory upon all
young people, providing a way for all to attain
it, it is as much as can be expeoted. Instead
of increasing expenditure to provida freo higher
cducation, attention should be directed to the
education to z moderate extent of the orphans,
the waifs or others who from one cause or an-
other avo liable to have their radimentary edu-
cation negleoted. This is the true duty of the
state, Higher education, which it is claimed
takes young people from the farm and the
workshop, conld be well neglesied by thestate,
in favor of providing means for the education
of those whose education wonld otherwise be
entirely neglected. If the energy now spent
in building up a top heavy and expensive sys-
tem of higher education, were dirested to the
seonrirg of a good common education for the

practical knowledge to the rising genearati

This is what has-been lost sight of to too great
an extent by our eduoationists. Ol course the
young people canuot learn to be skilled
mechanicsat school ; ‘but their education should
be of such a.nature as to serve them to the very
best possible advantage, in proparing them for
some useful position in after life. It is the
‘gomplaint of soms who have given the queation
much intc gent thought, that our system has
a tendeucy even somewhat the opposite of this.
It operates to encourage young pevple to attain
a high education, bat in so doing they are un.
fitted for the ordinary positions of lifs. Cer-
tainly.there are many useless persons in the
‘world who have attained a high position in
education. This, however, proves nothing;
for there are perhaps many more useless indi-
viduals who can scarcely read or write. At
the same time, there scems to be some ieason
for the belief that ths enconragement of higher
education is dspleting the farm and the work-
shop, and unduly maltipiying the ranks of the
professions, or addingto the increasing list of

those:who ave said ** to live by their wjts,” If’

we admit for the sake of argunent that the

tendency of higher education is to rob the.farm,

.ete.; the unwisdom of offering enconragement to

glected ones, the intereat of the state would
bo vastly conserved, and crime, viciousness,
misery and poverty would be greatly reduced.
The imparting of 1 good common education to
one young person who would otherwise grow
up au ignoramus, isof more importance to tha
state than the higher education of a number of
citizens. At any rate, higher education
would not suffer if the state should go out of the
business, There are now many excellent col-
leges and other private institutions competing
with the state in the work of higher education,
and there are ample means of obtaining higher
education for all those who have the ability
and inclination to acquire it, outside of the
state schools.

Altogether it seems reasonable to believe
that the state should be satisfied with provid-
ing a good common education, such as is suit-
able for the masses. Those who desire to go
up higher, shoald look more to their own exer.

tions to obtain this higher education. The-
energy and oxpenditnre now applied to higher

education by the atate, could, as we have point-

ed'out, be applied to the education of those who

are being entirely neglected, with better
reaults to the community at large,

Even in the primary divisions of the public

this end i3 at once apparent. Instead of i

ing taxation to-provide fres education of the:
highest order, the intérest of the’ state would .
-for ‘the;
masses, A-mechanic with an M. A. or B. A,

be to dis ge higher educati:

attached to his name should not be regarded as
« monstrocity.
the ideal of some of our educationists, wo

‘would:all have the liberty of wearing such titles, -

vwhich would thea ceass to be a mark of dis-
tinction. In theary, there is nothing incom-

patible-in the possession of higher education

by tbe farmer or the mechanio, but in practice

we know that'it'does ot work that way. A"

good, every-day, practical education seems
really mora suitable for the ordinary walks-of
lite, and the mind that has been crammed with |

1f the world could: attain to

hools of tae cities, there might be room for a
reduction in the list of studies. As the prim-
ary sohools are now constituted, the object
seems to be mainly to crowd the pupils through

‘a-8ort of prepsratory course for the higher
branches, If the state undertook only to give.
a good primary edacation, more attention:

would doubtiess be paid to making this edu-
cation thorough and practical., As the system
is now -established, however, the primary
schdols ave merely stopping stones to the
bigher divisions, in which the pupils are given
& smattering of a considerable list of studies,
‘The shortening of the list of studies, and a
mdre thorough aud practical drilling in the re.
‘meining oties, wonld be to the advantage of the
wmsjority-of pupils. This sproadiog of the list

of studles in the primary divisions, ic an oute
growth of tho systom of highor education by
tho state,

In conclusion we ropoat that we oaunot
but beliove that what is required of
tho public school system is prorision
for o more practical and thorcugh educa-
tion of o primary nature, with apecial enorgy
direoted toward the education of thoso who
eve grovring up {n igaorance, leaving the higher
field to individual or private offcrt, Aftera good
primary education has been obtaired, what .is
of infinite'y more Importance to tho vast
majority of young people is technical
educatlon,to fit thom for the practical dutios of
life and make them useful oitizens of the state.
These romarks will apply in a genoral way to
the discussion which has been going oh in Win.
uipeg of late regarding the Collegiate institute,

TRADE WITH BRITISH OOLUMBIA,

Manitoba is not supplying as much produce
to Pacific coast markets as was shipped from
here a couple of years ngz.  We have of late
inoreased competition in Australian produots,
which are finding their way into Canadian
Pacific coast markets since the establishment
of the Canadian-Australian Steamship Linc.
The growth of settlement in western portions
of the territories, is also inoreasing competition
in the coast markets. During the last twc
years, since the opening of that portion of
Alberta territory north of Calgary to Edmon.
ton, quito a number of settlers have gone into
that region, which is well adapted for agricnl-
tural settlement, and recently they have begun
to ship conaiderable produce to British Colum-
bia. Within & few years northern Al-
berta will be almost able alone to supply our
Pacifio coast cities with such quantities of
butter, eggs, grains, eto., as they may require
over local mupplica. Of courss, considerable
stuff is atill going to the coast from Manitobs,
including butter, cheese, eggs, flour, feed, grain,
oil cake, meats, live stock, eto., but in some
lines, particularly butter and oats, new western

petition has tended to reduce the domand
from the eastern and older settled portions of
the prairie belt. If the northern Alberta
settlers are given freight rates comparatively
the same as Manitoba in proportion to distance,
they will of course have considerablo advautage
over the eastern districts, as they are consider-
ably nearer the coast than any part of Manitoba,
As the western people, however, have a much
higher freight to pay on their eastern.ship.
ments, Manitoba caunnot reasonably grudge
thom any advantags they may secure in the
coast markets,

Another feature whiah the prodacers of: the
prairie country must.take into considaration in
considering.trade with British Columbia, is tho
possibility of further reductions in the.tariff.
Moat of the products which we ship to the coast
citios can be obtained more cheaply by British
Columbiads from the states. to the. south of
‘them, so far as first. cost and freight:-is .con.
cerned.  The cost of freight from.Pacific coast
pointe in-the United States to British Coluinbia
is trifling in comparison with:the freight rates
from Manitoba and tho territories to the coatt,
At the present .time.the duties on these.pro:




