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THE ABSTAINER.

thers, and you, Constance, will learn to smile of-
tenor” I brushed away the tears and spoke cheer-

“fully. I could not-dim their pleasant prospects, for
I knew too well whon tho roses bloomed Alice
would sleep beneath them.

% One stormy, dreary night in January, I sat
alone in the drawing-room. I had prepared every-
thing for Alice’s comfort during the night, and had
loft her in a peaceful doze. I folt unusually wretch-
ed—a foreshadowing of coming ill rested upon me;
1 could not drive it away. I went to the piano and
tried to play, but it jarred painfully on my over-
wrought nerves. I looked outof the window re-
peatedly. The storm raged fearfully, and the night
was intensely dark. I lad not seen Philip or Sid-
ney since dinner, and then their strange conduct
alarmed me. Philip’s biow was clouded, and he
spoke very little, and seemed to evade all conver-
sation with Sidney. I knew that there was some
trouble, and longed to ask their coufidence, ‘but
date not intrude.  Philip, after swallowing two or
three glasses of wine, loft the table bastily withaut a
word to me. Sidney arose and stood by Alice's
c¢hair a moment, as if he wished to say something,—
Then, suddenly changing Lis mind, he stooped, and,
kissing her tenderly, lefi the room. I thought this
all over,—every look and word came vividly before
me. The clock rang out the hour of midnight, |
threw my dressing gown around me, and, leaning
my head back, tried to sleep.  Another honr pass-
ed,—the streets grew uicter,—the gas burnt less
brightly,—a drowsy sensation crept over me,—I

slept, and dreamed a fearful night-mare dream. A
noise in the lower hall awakened me. It sounded
like the tramping of many feet. 1 rushed to the
door, threw it open, and, leaning over the railing,
1 looked down into the dimly-lighted hall. I saw a
group of rough looking men bending over a litter
on which lay a prostrate figure. The face was
ghastly pale. Ilocked a moment—it was Sidney.
In an instant I was at his side. Ilis cyes were
closed. I thought he was dead. His brown hair
was dabbled in blood from a great clotted wound
across his forehead. *Is he dead? I screamed
frantically. ¢ Oh! Sidney, Siduey, speak to me.

" He opened bhis blue eyes languidly, and smiled.—
¢ Constance, 1 am dying,’ be said with difficulty.—
*Don’t blame Philip; it was my fault. Tell him 1
forgive him. Alice! Alice ! come to me.’ He held
out his arms. There was a rustling of robes. 1
looked up. Alice stood by my side in her white
night robes. Her face was ghastly pale. My
screams had aroused her; she glanced wildly from
one to the other, then, with a Piercing scream, she
threw hersclf on his breast.  Some one tried to lift
her up. ¢ Let her alone,’ the physician said, softly ;
¢ poor young man, he is dcad.’ The hall door was
thrown open and Philip rushed in without his hat.
He looked like a madman,—great draps of sweat
stood on his brow. ¢ Constance, I have killed him.
I have killed him with my own hand. Forgive me,
for God’s sake. I knew not what I did. And,
rashing past me furiously, ke fled up the stnirs be-
fore I could answer him. I atood looking after him
like ono in a dream. My senses seemed leaving
me, when the sudden report of a pistol sounded iy
my ears. For one instant T comprehended all.—
The dimly-lighted hall, the group of men with pale,
sorrowful faces, and the white, stiffening corpse of
my only brothor, half covered by the prostrate form
of Alice, and then the horrid scene in the upper
room. I knew that one dearcr than my own life
had fallen by his own band. ‘The floor seemed sli-
ding from under me,—~a horrid darkness gathered
over my eyes, my senses mercifully fled, and I sank
unconsciously by the side of my mnrdered brothor.
Oh! Sidney, would to God I could shut out that
geene from my memory for ever. But it cannot be,
time will not heal the wound grief has made, I ne-
ver looked upon either face ngain. For many weeks
I was insensible to everything. At last I arose a
shadow of myself, scarcely conscious of anytl:ing.—
1 wandered about like a lost spirit, pale and wan.
They carried me back to my old home; my poor
father met me at the door. Ob, how I was shocked
at his appearance. My once proud, noble-looking
father as feeble and imbecile asan idiot !—his intel-
lect gone, his reason shattered, he stood before me
a wreck of his former self.

¢ When they raised Alice from the boxom of
Sidney, a small crimson stream trickled from her
mouth. 8he never spoke again. In the dim morn-
ing light her spirit went forth to meet his. Kind
fricnds - prepared- evervthing for their last home,
and they were taken back to the spot that had been
80 dear in other days. They sleep side by side ba-
neath the shadc of a broad willow. I never learned
the particulars of that horrible night,~I never wish.
.ed to know. . But one thing I doknow, that Sidney
~came to his death by a-blow from Philip’s hand in a
»moment of intoxication. It seems wonderful to me
‘how 1 lived through such.a scene, but the human
heart can bear much, can suffer and break, and yet
¢ brokenly live on’ The summer passed away I
scarcely know how, but I believe the most of my
time was,spent.at their graves when darkness veil-

_ ed every.abject, or,ia my rcom with the light of day
' gxoluded.. -

% The next winter my father died, but 1 did not
weep. He had been dead to me so long, a very
child, neither companion nor friend, I was thankful
that he was at rest, and longed to lie down by his
side, I coveted the peace of the quiet ulecﬁers.. in
the grave I did not see your mothier throufh it all,
for abont that time you were born, and her health
wag too feeble to undertake so long a journey.

“ The great white house on the hil} passed to the
next heir, a coarse. good natured man, with a grown
up family. The shutters were soon thrown open,
gay company parsed up and down the broad ave-
nues, and all was life and festivity in the place that
should bave been my home.
dered about the haunts of m): childhood like a spec-
tre, pitied by all, approached by none. So closely
was | enveloped in my own mourning that none
dared offer their sympathy. I was heiress with your
mother of all my father's vast estate. T did not value
wealth, I could not bring back the love I had lost.
[ would bave given it all willingly for rest in the
grave.  Summes sueeceded winter, only maiked by
the roses on their graves. The garden w:‘ over-
grown with weeds.  Every thing had a gloomy, de-
serted look.  One by one the servants dropped ofl’
—they did not thrive well i such & gloomy atmos-
phere. At last they were all gone but the old house-
keeper and her husband.  We lived there alone,
with the greater part of the all closed. One or
two roums were enough for me. I never wentered
those where T had been happiest. They were all
shut up with their clegant furnitare, to dust and
deeay. [ thought T was shut oat forever from the
world, when, unexpeetedly, your mother came from
ber fur Amerivan bowe, bringing yvou with her. It
wus a mournful mecting, but I fele peace in once
more leaning my weary head on my sister’s hosowm,
During her stay 1 beeame so much attached to you
that when circumstanees made it necessary for her
to return to the duties of her home, 1 found it im-
possible to be separated from you. Afte a great
deal of entreaty I was induced to leave their graves
for a home on nuother continent.  The ol Hall and
all the lands were disposed of to a young nobleman,
and I tore myself away trom the spot duarest to me
on earth. .

 Many fathoms of oeean roll between their graves
and mz. I shall not sleep by their sides as 1 had
hoped to, but I shall meet them all again, when the
green mounds shall yield up their trust. Tl then
I wait in bope. And now Sidney, do you blame
me for my fears ?”

He bad covered his face with his hands, and was
weeping. -

Constance arose and walked the room sofily, until
his tears were wiped away, when he lovked up and
said in a clear decided tone—* 1 will never drink
wine again as a beverage, so help me God.”  And
that promise was faithtully kept. He lived to be o
good and noble wman beloved and respected by all
who knew him.  Constanes Egerton lived to find
the happiness of her old age in her nephew. and Lis
children ; and atlast when she peacetully fell asleep,
it was on the bosom of Sillney she leaned her head,
and ii was his voice that gently sootherl her when
the pangs of death had hold upon her, and her hand
lingered last upon his head in loving benediction.
She died peacefully and hopefully murmurinz the
names so dear to her. A white marble shatt over
her place of rest points to the home above, and chil-
dren kands keep the turf green upon her grave,

Many years have passed since then, and in the
drawing-room of one ol her descendants hangs the
picture of Sidney Egerton. And if any of the fa-
mily are ever tempted to the use of intoxicating li-
quors, the sad history is related, and they take warn-
ing therefrom.
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GROCERY vs- GROG SHOPS,

Is there any other part of the world but Hali-
fux, where the terms which form the head of this
article are confounded so as to mean the same
thing? We know not; but to many ears tho com-
bination sounds offensive and anomalous. Grocery
used to signify the p'ace where the poor man
could got his bit of echeese and bacon,~—and the
good woman her grain of tea and sngar, and tri-
fle of spico,—and the namo was significant of
humble luxury, and of cozy gatherings about fa-
mily fire-sides, Now, what does it too often
moan? Does it not signify the decoy where vil-
lianous compounds called liquors zre vended j—
whero the poor man is, in effect, much more than
swindled out of his sant cush 2—whare lie bocomes
worge than brutified, and whence ho goes to terrify
and blast the poor tenement where ho ix still eal-
led husband ond father? ITusband and futher,
indced! the names written in such connection
might well blister the paper on which they ap-

pear. Thoy are among the most sacred titles in

For five years I wan--

the wo""id,—thoy include sowé of the dearest
enrth#y’ privileges and most solemn’ duties,—and
ho who deserves them aright is no indignified per;
sonage in the eyes of Teaven and good men,
tHough his specch may be unpolished, his clothes
conrse, and his hands horny. Such a one keeps
warm and active some of the patriarchal life, even
inthisday of parade and sham and worldly wisdom.
But the husband and father, as perverted by the
grog-shop, might cause pity and disgust among
the very fiends whose work he docs,

We did not intend to hurrow our own feelings
or the feclings of others, when taking up the pan
lo put together # fuw thoughts on the separation
of the sale of Groceries from that of Liquors, so
instend of continuing the theme just touched on,
wo again enquire, Why are the terms of the title
of this article united? Why do those Grocers
who refusec to have any purt in the evil, al-
low such a shur to exist? Why do the people,
generally, tolerute the anowmaly and the mischief?

Two or three years ngo, some iriends of Temper-
anco urged that the sale of Hyuors should be kept
separate, by law, from the sale of other articles,
that the bane, if tulerated, shiould not be allowed
to thrust itself among articles to which it had no
afinity ; that, in fuct, the evil spirits, which had
too many patrons for entire suppression, should
he restricted to pandemoninms of their own, und
not he allowed to wander at will where they liked.
Such restrietion, influential fricnds of Temperance
suid could be cffceted at the time, rather casily,
if the Temperance public generally interested it-
sclf on the subject.  But that public was rather
apathetic on the (uestion, und a part of it adopt-
ed, in reference to a more sweeping mensure,
the ery of « The Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing
but the Bill.”  Wehelieve that to have been very
poor policy ; policy, in faet, which, as represeuta-
tives of a great cause, they had no right to adopt.
While seckinyg for the abolition of the I'veo traflic
in that which wus a lamentuble evil (an effort in
aceordunee with reason and right and justice,)they
should have tuken, meantime, vny part of the full
measure.  They were not warranted in refusing
any portion of the deM, provided that they did
not accept the instalment as full and satisfictory
payment.  Such instalment would be an advance
in the right divection,—and would, naturally, ren-
der the chief object more practical; so thut, il
believed to be goud in itsclf, it should by no means
be declined, merely beeause more was desirable.

The ** whole Bill” is again asked for, and very
properly ;—Dbut, if delny be upprchended, should
not the minor and more practicable measuro be
sought, and thus a past mistuke be in some de-
gree remedied ?

The objections to the trade-junction of liguors
and other articles, nre : That it extends & perni-
cious system ; that it cunuses temptutions to the
poor, who go to purchase articles of food, and are
indueed to expend money which thay eunnot afford,
and for that which is dgneerous and detrimental ;
—ithnt it gives cover %t-ippling by those who
would pot resort to other places for that purpose ;
—that thug, it very seriously promotes the forma-
tion of deplorable habit ; nids the great plagne
of intemperance, and briugs consideralle collate-
rul influence in support of the liguor systew,

Proofs of these points are cvident enough ; the
group is seen at the lignor counter, while another
group is at the counter where the tea and sugar
are dispensed ;—the shivering horses of the coun-
try cart, late at night,outside the liquor grocerics,
tell tho sad talo of ependthrift dram-drinking, and
of wronged and suflering families anxiously wait-
ing for the heartloss loiterers. Agnin, of another
cluss, the visitors, solitury and in twos und threes,
to the back shop, are notedly muncrous, while a
sense of solferespoct and of social position, would
cflectually deter the samo from haunting the com-
mon grog-shop.. O such customers one sometimes
aces the liquor-hardened stultified indulgor; the
blonted inebriate suggestive of incipient putrofuc-
tion ; —and the lank stripling, proud, forsooth, of
his bad introduction to the path cf ruin. Thelat-
ter rominds of the enlf, ambling playfully on the
way to the elaughter-house ; with this difference,
that tho four-legged creature is not aware of the
end of his journcy, aud the biped has it before his
eyes. :

To check all this would be a good work, and
would be so fur travelled on the road to prohibi-
tion. DBut should not the bencfit of the dealers
themselves form part of the estimate? Yes, sure-

ly; for Tompernqp_q secks ¢ the good of all man-

kind.” Is it nothing to save men, otherwiso res-
pectable, from the contamination aud responsibili-
tics of'a deplorable traffic ? Would they like to look
back on the day of probation s0 oecupied ? Do thoy
deom the present life go long and importunt, that
the great life beyond, and its views and estimutes,
arc to beignored ? Surely, surely not. For their
snkes, then, as well as for the wenkening of such a
trode, the lessening of a dire tomptation, and the
growth of o great virtuc, the scparation of the
* Grocery” und the “ Grog-shop” scems well wor-
thy of wise, timely, and generous effort, '
. ..

TEMPERANCE AID ASSOCIATION.

The semi-annual meeting of this Asociation
was held in the Division Room, on last Saturdny
evening. Reports from delegations were re-
ceived, which gave the most encouraging acconnts
of the progress of the work in the various rural
districts where meetings have been hell.  In
some settlements rum i3 only heard of, and in
other places the people are preparing cagerly to
wage war with the enemy of domestic pence and
ecomfort. Indeed, there would be little ar no dif-
ficulty, in a large portion of the villages visited,
in carrving out and maintaining in all its integ.
rity, a Prohibitory TLaw. The President’s Re-
port for the tevm exhibits the operations of' the
Association fur the past six wonths, but, as it is
likely to he publishied, we make no further com-
ments on it.  The following Otficers were eleceted
for the cusuing term :—

W, C. Siuver—President,

Parnrcie Moxacnax—Seeretary,

Maxenrey A, Susrren—Feancial Secrctury.

Jonx Laxweax—Treasurer,

I Bosak, senr., G, Bueries, R, M. Baskarr,
W. AN Duewerr, 1. Boak, 1. Mogiisox,
(1. Marnesox, C. Annay, J. Coosnpes, anld
W. G. Pesver—Com’tee. of Maragrment.

On motion, it was resolved {o confer the degree
of mnoxorary seupegsste on the Presidents of
Dranch Associutiony, and on donors contributing
the sum of ten shillings towards the {inals of the
Association,—wherenpon, several gentlemen waere
clected to that positivn. After somie discussion on
ntinor topics, the meeting adjourncd,

— -

NEW DIVISIONS.

On 17th February, Rev C. Randedl, D. G, W,
P. for Dighy Couuty, assisted by memhers of
«« Union,” “ITope,” and * Genernd Williams™ Di-
visions, opened flarcvoxn Division, No. 160, at
Dighy.  Mr Charles Pinkney way instulled as
W. P, and Abijuh Hurd R. 8.

On the 215t February the same Brother, as-
sisted by “ Tyro” Division, organized a new Di-
vision at Long Island, Westport, in the same
county. Lwenty-one members wern aduziited, —
The name of the Division is Wesrery Sran.—
W, P—Isaiah Tharber, v ; 1. R.—Rebert
aines,

This week the Grand Scribe hus forwardud
Charters for the organization of twu new Divisi-
ons—one at Springficld, Annapolis County, the
other at Big Buaddeck. Victoria County, (.3,

Two other applications for Charters are expeet-
ed from Cape Dreton.  Thus the good work gocs
bravely on.

e

Tne Mic-Mac Drvision Estertainmest came
off on Monday evening lnst with great eclas, as
the saying is. It wus un exceedingly intoresting
ocension. A happy company, in which the whole
of the temperance family were ropresented, oceu-
picid the henches of the Division Ttoom, The W,
P. (L. A. Jennings), opened  the meeting with an
appropriate address, and introduced the Liev P,
G. McGregor, &. W. P., who was the speaker of
the evening. He contrasted the state of sacicty
now to what it was some years ago, and showed
to how greut un extent its improvement was due
to tho progress of the temperance reform. [ITe
felt very great pleasure in heing present on this
ocension, and witnessing the character of the ny.
dicnco hefore him. Hero was the child—ihe
youth—the aged, ofboth sexes. What a hright
prospect for the future! Ho passed a high eulo-
gium on the charucter of woman, and entreated
ull to use their influence to suppress that which
blights und withers their fondest hopes.

Recitations wero given by Messrs, Weeks and
Harrington, and Master Barnes, all of whow ac-
quitted themselves very croditably ; a reading
cn ¢ The Beauties of Water” was given by Mr
R. M. Barratt. K

Rev Messrs. CGlunnison and Cramp also made
a fow remnrks with refetence to the mecting, &o.

The Mic-Mne Bard of Hope took a prominent
part in the ontertuinment. A dinlogue betwoen
several of its members clicited grent applause.—
Too much praise cannot be given to several of
the Liady Visitors aud Band of Hope for the
musical treat with which they favored the audi-
ence, )

Refreshments in abnndanes were handed'tound
during tho evening, i




