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EPUCATIONAL TOPIOS.

"IT wo THEoRTES OP EXUIINATION." A REPLY.

lu last monthi's issue of the REoIU appeared a short article
professing to point out the différence betwcen two systems of
EjXamination, styled respectively Eniglish and Canadin. This
diffrrnce is there. stated as follows:-I "lu setting his papers a
Canadiaii is careful to take .his questions from tho text-book and
fi-oui that only," but in England. "tthe questions marked most
bighly are those that test, inot the memory but the genoral mental
powe'r of the-pupil,, those thagt require him flot only to get -up lis
text-book, but generally to rend outside of it." W.ithout going

.80 far. as tb stuItify.this distinction, we vonture to think it super
ficial in so far ais it pret-Cnds: to be national. The writer h"ts
searcely gone far enough below the surface to realise the true
purpose of examinations. Examainations have two fandamental
functions, separate if not antagonistie, wvhieh nevertheless cor-
respond with a.nJffxplain the two so-called national systems.
Th:ey serve as educational appliaiices and as instruments for
seleetion. ln the for-mer sense they nee,,d be in no.respect com-
petitive, but are simply- convenient meaus of cJassifying pupils
and testing competent or incompetent, teaohing. They stiniula-ýte
the teazýhei' to keop himself abreast of the progress ot oducational
scienco; by periodically testiug the acquiroments of those under
hinm, and therefore they form .a part of every efficient educational
s.ystemr. But let it always be romembered that so soon ais. they
became so prominent - feature of auy systomn as to induce an edu-
cator to subordinateis individuality toithecir resuits, their effeet
is directly pernielouis. For this reason alonc, examin.-10on papers
set to tichools should not overleap the toxt-bookçs, or pick out
Viestions or things not general 1y known. Stidl papers, more-
over, are not only apt to -nake the schoolmaster sacriéice bis
class by working it Up o them, but discourage the boys them-
selves, as they demand knowledge digested and erystallised from
those, who being i3tili ini a state of pupi lage, read rather to recol-
ýlect than, to refleet, examine, and jidge. Certain subjeets, how-
ever, (e. g. mathematica) which oudow a pupil with the faculty
of doing something lie could not do before, may shlow'greater scope
ýfor expqrimenta1 examination.

But if we turn from the purely educational aspect of the ques-
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