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may be placed in a condition to pay a certain
amount of indebtedness, The plan we pro-
posc does not compel any individual to pay
the amount specified, and certainly it is not
intended to restrict him to that amount; so
that the principle of vojuntary giving remains
uninjurcd. It is casy to raisc objections
against any scheme whatever, but that our
presert vague hap-hazard system might be
improved cvery true friend of the Church
must admit. Put congregations on their
honor to raisc at least a certain minitnum,
and appeal to them to exceed it if they can,
and then definite guidance is given to them,
and full room left for abounding generosity

THE INTERNATIONAL CONITEN-

TION.,

HE International Sabbath Schoo! Con.
vention recently held at the City of
Atlanta is worthy. of more than a passing |
notice. It was an eventn tlns age of events, |
It marks an cpuch in the lustory of Chnistian- |
ity
There was a large attendance.  Upwards I
of four hundred delegates from all parts of §
the United States and the Domumon of |
Canada were asscmbled, including & number |
of the most distingwished clergyman of all
denominations and of the most emment Sab-
bath School workers.

The excrcises are sad to have been of a
most delightiul description. The singiag of
itself was worth the pams and the expense of
the longest journcy, and there were some
delegates who came all the way from Mexico
to attend the Comvention.  The brethren en-
joyed sweet fellowslip together, and it cannot
but be that prayers expressive of such unity
and of dusires for the best interests of society
will be speedily and nichly answered by the
prayer-hearing Father.,

A varicty of papers of a more than usually
interesting nature were read and discussed.
It shows the important position that is being
attained by Sabbath Schools, that many days
can be spent by so large a numberin a profit-
able manner with such a subject as this of
Sabbath School work. From a small begin-
ning indeed the Sabbath School as a Chris-
tian institution bhas grown until it has reached
fair and noble proportions, and is felt to be in-
valuable and indispensable, It is destined
still to recach a higher development, as new
methods of instruction are introduced and
iresh objects to be accomplished are brought
intoview. The International series of lessons
is an invaluable outgrowth of Sabbath School
work. The point gained of concentrating
the attention of the whole world upon one
and the same portion of Scripture is doing
much for the study of tne Bible and the dis-
semination of a wholesome literature.  The
infant class is itself an institution, A pretticr
or more encouraging sight cannot be found
anywhere than that which is presented by a
large number of bright eyed, intelligent little
ones listening cagerly to the lesson, or prais.
ing God with such words as, * Jesus loves
me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”

The International Couvention is a broad
platform upon which all denominations meet.
It is therefore unscctarian in its character,
What a gratifying progress has been made in

“unsecting” the Churches in the course of a

re.

few years!  And yet the denominations are
more clearly defined than ever, and their roots
are deep and far reaching.,  \We have learned
in these days that the marriage of Christian
Churches does not involve the destiuction of
their individualty, A Methodist is as pro-
nounced a gewus homo as ever he was, So is
a Presbyterian,  We know a Congregational-
ist whenever he gets on his hobby, and a hard
shell Baptist cannot disavow himself.  Noris
this desirable,  Let cvery man be true to
huneddf, true to his convictions, true to his
Churely, and he will be all the more fitted for
a seat as delegate of the Sunday School In-
ternational Convention,

It gives us pleasure to learn that the Con-
vention has appointed its next mecting in
1881 to tuke place in our good city of Toronto.
We need searcely say the delegates are sure
of a hearty welcome, and we shall look for-
ward with much hopefuluess to the great oc-
casion, prayivg that God may  bless the work
more iad more, so that when the Convention
shall mect in Toronte it may prove a season
of precious revival.  We presume we are in-
debted to our Canadian delegates for thus, and
to the Rev. Joan Potts of this city, who by lus
kindly, humorous, and sensible speech in reply
to the addruss of welcome to the Donunton
representation  did so much to  represent
worthily the Dominion in the domam of
brothier Jonathan,  Canada is well represent-
ed on the committees, the Rev. W. Mudlacd
and Messrs, David Morrice and W. B. Mé-
Nutt having been appuinted on the Executive
Commuttee; and Revs, Joln Potts and Prn-
crpal MoVicar on the Les-on Commuttee.

PRESMVTFRY OF Masitona.- The Pieshytery met
m Knax Church, Winmp g, on Wednesday, March
tst, at ten o'luck z.an The attendance was not very
large, onwing to the state of the roads. A large amount
of business was transacted of which the following items
are of public mterest:—The commntee appownted at
the Last mectng for the purpose, reported that they
had waited on the Premier of the Provinee, and that
they were assured that the request to have 1suers of
marnage heenses appoiated at Emerson, Little Britain,
Palestine and Pembina Mountain would be carefully
considercd.  Fle report was adopted aud the commit-
tee continted  The commuttee vn Sabbath observance
reported progress and was reappointed.  The com.
mnttee appoimnted on temperance reported fully the
steps taken by them in conjunc:ion with other denomi-
nations and the satsfactory results in the legistation
eifected. A copy of the License Act accompanicd the
report.  The committee was thanked for diliyrence and
cont'nued. The comvener of the Foregn Mission
commuttee reported fully from all posts occupizd by
the Church. The report was supplemented by an in.
teresting address made by Rev. Mr. McKellar, who
has recently returned from the Riding Mountain dis.
trict.  The school at Prince Albert 1s doing ood work
under Mr. Johnson. Mr. Juhnson has also, i the ab-
sence of a missionary, been engaged in mission work
in the sctlement. The Presbytery appreciated his
services in this respect and recommended the Home
Mission comnuttee of the General Assembly to make
a grant of $200 to defray all expenses.  The attention
of the Foreign Mission committee of the (eneral As.
sembly was directed to the orphan children of the
mission, and the desirability of their being put wholly
under the missionary’s charge. The Presbytery re-
commended the Foreign ®Mission committee of the
General Assembly to make grants to aid in erecting
mssion premises on the Sioux Reserve near Fort El-
lice, on the Bird's Tail Creek Reserve, and also to
enable Mr. Flett to visit distant points of the Swan
Riverdistrict.  The Forcign Mission committec of the
Presbytery was charged with the duty of attending to
this work. Arrangements were also made for con-
ducting the Roseau school, and application was ntade

for a grant from the General Assembly Foreign Mis-

sion committee to pay off certan arrear«.  ‘The Farcign
Mission committee uf the Presbytery wasnstrw ted to
prepare and transant to the General As.embly’s come
imttee a full report of all busaess connvcted with this
department of work duning the last year  Prof. ryce
read the report of the flome M1 sion commnter of
the Preshytery.  The report sot furth the acton of the
comauttee in sending Rev. Mr, McKellar west to
Portage Creck and High Bluff, Rev. 3. Campbell to
Contract t5, C.B.R,, and recalling Rev, Mr. Ross to
labor in Springlicld, cte., the steps taken to sccure a
permanent nussionary for contract 13, C.IWR,, and the
arrangemdnts made tor holding missionary mectings.
The report also showed that at Sunny wde, Springtield,
Little Brtain, Sclkirk, Bayne and Pembina Mountan,
Emerson and Raseay, Grasmere, Ruckwond, Winnt-
peg, Woodlands, High Blufl, Portage Creck, Poitage
la Prawrie, Burnside, Woodside, Palestine, Golden
Stream, Squirrel Creck, mtssionary mectigs had been
held und that arrangements were made for the same
at the remainmng points.  ‘The committee recommend-
ed that the Springtield group of stations be divided
into two groups consisting respectively of Springticld,
Sunnyside and Plympton, and Millbrook, Ponie de
Chene, Caledonia, amd Clear Spring, so soun as the
sun of $300 has been subseribed by cach for the sup-
port of urdimances, The commuter recommended
that Rev. Mr. McRellar be stationed at Springticld
till the next meeuny of the Presbytery, and Reve Mr
Rouss at the Boyne and Upper Mountan for the same
tbne, and that Messes, Donaldson and Bell supply
High Blutf and Portage Creek i the meantme,  1he
comnuttee, however, wished the Piesby tery to deddare
w the people at the Boyne and Upper Mountamn the
unpossibility of having & mtastonary settled there per-
manently unless a contnbution ot at least $300 was
made for s mamtenance, this bemyg « regulation
adopted by the General Assembly's Home Mission
conrtee.  The committee also stbmiited & cunsti-
tution for missionary svuetics. ‘Lhe report was res
cervedeand after amscassion adopted. A petition was
presented from Sprngticid and dunnyswde ashing tor
completion of urgatization; and the nussinaty In
cuarge was mstructed to call & meeting ot the cobgre-
gation for the electon of managus o tahe Lharge of
the temporal attars ol ths congregatiun, and to ke
the usual steps tor the clectiun and ordanation ol a
seosiun, A araft repurt was presunted by the Home
shission commitiee to the Genural Assuiiuy s come
mnttee, and the comumittee was nstructed to complete
and transymt the same.  Rennts trom the Generar As-
stmbly to be considered by the Presbytery were then
taken up.  For the support o1 Montreal Cobegre, Anux
Coullege and Queen’s Conege Theological Depariments
the Presuytery decded by a majuisty an tavor o8 one
nd. The consideration of the renut anent the ap-
pontment of @ nussion agent was deierred. 1ne
yuestions proposed to be put to office baarers and the
tortuls to be signed by tae same were approved with
the exception of vie question about the standatas,
which was reserved tor tuture consideration. ‘lhe
remat bearng on tho: widows and viphans tund was
approved simplicster.  ‘Lhe venut on ccclestastical
procedure was renntred to a conmmuttee consisting of
Kev. Messrs. Robertson and Ross atnd Rev, Dr, back,
and the commntee was mstructed to consder the
questions deferred ond bong ana 1epat oa all the
subjects at the neat reguler mecung.  Jucte was fad
on the table of the Prosvytery srom the congregations
of High Biurf and Poriage Creek g call m tavor of the
Rev. sir. McKellar.  ‘Tne Reve Mr Lell, who had
moderated m the cally stated that the call was hearty
and unanimous. The call was sustaned and placed
m the hands of the rev. gentleman, who asked sowme
tune for its consideration.  Ljus the Presbytery read-
ily granted.  Rev. Praapal Grant was nommated as
the moderator of the neat Genetal Assumbly, Kew.
Messrs. Borthwick and Mathieson by rowauon, md
Rev. Messrs. Robertson, Hart and Bell by elecuon,
were appuinted clencal comnussioners o the neat
Gencral Assembly, and Prof. Bryce, br. Reid, Toromo,
Mr. Croil, Montreal, Mr. Micletlan, Hanon, anG
Mr. McMicken, Winmipeg, were clected representa-
tive clders. Rev. Mr. Donuldson asked leave ot ab-
sence for tour months, which the Presbytery readily
granted, dating from such ume as would best suit the
convenience of Mr. Donaldson.  The Rev. Mr. Stewart,
late of Battleford, applied for the usual Presbytenial
certificate, when, on motion duly scconded, it was
unanimously agreed to defes any action on the appli-
cation, but tnstruct the clerk to correspond with e,
Stewart and with the Gencerai AAs-embiy’s Home Mis-
sion comnuttee so as to sccure Mr. Stewart’s services
permanentiy for this Presbytery, it possible.  “lhe
Presbytery appointed the fourth Wednesday in May,
at ten any, as the date of the next regular meeung,
and agreed to hold an adjourned mecuing on the
second Wednesday in April to receive Mr. McKcllar’s
answer and attend to any other business that may
come up.



