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trade was abolished.  ‘The abohtion of that trade a pn to use & common expression maght hav e Loen nial Bishop was finnlly appoivted, and the ﬂ.‘.,,‘d
relteved thousands and thousauds of therr feilow- heard 1o drop, so mtense was the attention with which was planted inits full i tegrity in Dritish Aweries
creatures from cruclties, of which the meeting, atter ue was hstened to. The Right Rev. Prelate jro- snd under the hrav 11y blessing, was dinly extou.l(,,g:
all they might have read, could form no adequate-ceeded to detmil some circumstances rel. tive to the n'though it had to atpigate throogh all the diffieniig
concepiion, bnt which were, cven op ta tlus hour,religtous destitution of the great aass of the popula- of a mest insvili-irnt suppait, <o that within s ouy
perpeliated under the Spamsh and Portuguese lags. toa w the. W st Invia Islands, and read a poitiw of recollecticn the chrrehes and missionaries in thisey.
That atohtion had ax immediate cfiect on the el 3 Jetter on the subject from the Archdeacon of Bri 'tersive field hiad Levn inereased tenfald - Bohapply
g1ots cond.lion ol tha <Javes w the British Colonres, tish Guana, 1 which place, through the instron en- howcver, there was the most urgent need of thote
Before that time, let the clergymen and the cate-itabity of the Sacicty there were now thirty -threc than double the § re-ent vumber of 1abourers in thy
chists of the Society for tue Proj agation of the Gos-jchurches, altbon,h but a fow years since thare was wide and expardr g fi-ld. The Rishop requets
pel labour as they might, whatever good 1mpression only one. In Barbados, St. Christopher’s, and ceve: to be understrod us speubing alike for the Canada,
thev might have made ontho minds ot the negro po-jral other of the British Colouies in the West Indies, who had no immediate representative at that meetng,
pulation, a fresh importation of siaves in the neAt sbipda provision was made for a clergyman, aud a parson- and for his own i cese; and in paming those fire
neatly or entirely obhterated sli the good which hau e house was erected 1 cach parish, at the estab- provinces, wi ich were row excit'ng deep and e
been effected, for they gencratly brovglt with thew hshmeant of the colonies ; snd in July 1838, the ful irterest in this country, hie would be excuced fy
some teachers of the wildest superstitiens which pre= Council of 'Irnudad passed atesolution granling 4 adverting to what be Lelieved to beafact 1ty
vaded 1n thar own usenlightened country, Who soon provision for rehgious instruction.  ‘Fhe colovial o= been stated that amorg the rumerous bands wly
defouted the first efleits to clristiamze their country - 2inlatures waie wuling to bear their part inthe work had been crgaged m onete of most causeless ayg
men.  \vath the abohtion of the slave trade, that evil o mstruction; but they reguire d assistance.  The wicked rebellon ageirst their Soversign, vo mentq
entirely ceased 3 and from that tine the negroes on Hight Rev. Prelate then read cther documents, set- of tie Crurdh of Englard had bern found  Jt tu
the (<dles vested nthe Soct 'y were most suceess ting forth the grest want of the means of religious a'so Lecume a fact ot Listorical record, that atte
1ully brought unter roiizious austruction, weimpeded education and tnstiuchion in varivus portims of s clese «f wliat Las been called the revolutioraury we
by the wretel e efiects produred by the jormer fre- dincese, the Wiliinguess of the proprittors 10 erectin Au crica, nine- tnths of those loynlists who 1
quert imjortstions of slaves from Aten. In the churches, and provide for th maintenance ef cler- claans onthe Government for severe losces,and provet
year 1819 the Society touk more clrctual measutes gymen and religions instructors, ard b anxiety those cliims to be well founded, were wmembers ¢
to effect the object for which they had been chatter- tor such aud as could only Le obtamed tirough the ws- the established chureh  (Heor, hear ) ‘Lhe Bidg
od; inctead of leavin g t! e people to the catechists trom setance ot this Society. Hislordship concluded with wished no ather inference to  be vrawn {rom theg
the col'nzes, thev sent out a chaplain to the ¢states a poweriai oy peal to the auvdieace for support, that fucts, than the impertance of supplying our Coloows
to resule amongst and devote his whole attention to the daciety  wagnt be enabled to comply with the with such veligious iv<truction as thiv society hy
the rehgious instruction of the pegro population of requests made fo them for assistance, and concluded lo. g dispensed, according to their means. 1t by
thegs estates. A chane! was unmeditely builty, are- by moving the foilowurg resolution.—' ‘That it ap- been most carrectly stated that the society weteno
sudence was provided fur him, and a sehovl was erect- pears (o tus mecting tuat without divettitg the So-'comjlled, by the eatraordinary prescure of lurgey
ed for the people: but, 10 a few months, a tremen- ciely’s attention fiom the clums of the East, the flow increa-itg claims from every quarter, fo make 3
dovs storm carnid every thing away. As soon as of eangratiun tov.ards Briteh North America ard extraordivary appeal to the public  He had no wid
the diaster became known to the Society, thev sent Austraha, and the ent.ie emancipstion of the ne- to conceal the fact that the pious antl benevolen
out netructions to rebwid the chapel, the sctool,aud groes w the West Inaies, put forward more promi- founlers of the Sicirty shrunk from sneh appeah
the clergvn an’s residence. In the year §n2, 1t nently at the present moment the necssity of still They carried o their humble boly work alinott is
pleased his Iate Majesty to place him (the speaker) greater esertions, to afford the blessings of the Chris-'privacy, and were willing that their labours shod
at the head of the dicese of Barbados, and under his tian religion to our brethren, and lellow-subjects in attract little attention from the world, Nor didte
adyice, the clergyman on the estates proceedrd with tho<e colonies.” with itto be concealed that some of the best ay
Iis exortions, and every year was matked by sume ‘The Bishop of Nova Scotia rose to second the most valuable of the present members had dilficuy
In the year 1834, the emanci- resolution, Since he entered the Huilding in which i consenting to such appearance of dwsplay, as i
ration of the slaves was determmed upon by this the present meeting was assembled, he had been perhiaps inseparable from an appeal like the preset
country; and he (the Rishop) pursued the plan, on.wtroduced by a very old and valusble friend, as a But while they desire to preserve the lowle, andre
which he had been acting for many years, of prepar- zealous (but that friend would not say a disinlevested) tiring, and christian spirit which characterised
ing the slaves on those estates, by cvery means in hus member of the Sociely. The description was per- founders and all their early movements, they ackoos.
power, for the emancipatin winch was to take place. (ectly correct, for be (the Bishop) acknowledged him- ledge that the time has arrived when the greatax
In the inonth of May of the present year, finding.self to be most deeply inlerested 1 the success of the increasing calls upon the Socicty {rom the exten
that the slaves on the estates of the Society were in call which was now made on behalf of the Society ; colonies in the several quarters of the globe, an
a corduting to be released from slavery, h2 had the nor did he doubt that he should have the indulgence’ -h us cannct be answered, unless the hands of
gralification of visiting the estates, and, 1n the Soci- of the meeliog, when they were informed that hes._iety be greatly strengthened for the immes
ety’s name, pronouncing them to be entirelv free ; might be regarded as an hereditary mussionary. work which is before them. At the present mome:
the Saciety havir g, as soon as the public mind was Eighty years had passed away sice his father was:in tbe North American Colonies ulone, there wu
ripe fur the chunge, taken the lead i the great work employed in misstonary labour, with missionary zeal ; more than ene hundred settlements, whose religic:
of emancipation. [Clieers.] Supposing that the So- and nearly forty had elapsed since the commence: destitution was deplorable.  Some of these were ¢
ciety tad originally refused the estates, they wonld ment of his own humbler efforts in the same honora- recent formation ; but others, he lamented to sy
have passed into gther hands, and the system of sla- ble field. He could therefore testily, from experi- had remawmed in their present sad condition, ton
very would have been retamed without any redeem- ence, to the many and great difficulties and Gials twenty, some thirty, some forty, some fifty ye
ing points ; whereas, by accepting the bequest, they which met the missionary in his course ; but. blessed ‘I'here were settlements, in which the effect of s
had been enabled, in many instances, to temper the.be God, he could also bear testimony to abundant destitution was truly appalling. The sabbath,if recc!
borrors of slavery on their own estates, by kinduess comfort and consolation, which in the midst of those lected atall, was cnly rememberedto be desecratsd
and censiderate regard to the spivitual wants of the -difficulties cheer the missionary on bis way, and as-jand the name of God was scarcely mentioned, bott
peoplz,and thus set an example 10 surrounding plant- svre bim tkat the divine favor 1s not withbdld fromibe blasphemed. The people bad sunk into a ©
ers. If any one present could viat those es- those who labour faithfully in the service of thisdebasing ignorance, which was visible in their lork
tates, he world bebold a large and extensive (ract, Society. In looking to the extent of the field overias well as in their words and works—other sel
of nearly 800 acres, on nluch tiere were, ut this mo--which s memory was now travelling, he found a ments, which bave not yet falienirro such lamentst)
ment, resident GOO of aur f-llow creatures, 450 of dfficulty io selecting the spots to which the atten- degradation, were advancing tow ards the same ush}
whom were Africars, but only one of the nunber an tion of the meeting could most profitably be directed, iy state, into which they wonld inevitsbly sink,w
Afiican by birt}+ and they wou'd find the negroesifor they abounded in every direction, and all wrre less rescued by such Dbenevolent cxertion as isne
living with their families in comfort, purswing thewr worthy of regard. In the early history of the So- caincstly solicited from the christian public. Ha
employmer t, during all the excitenients that had pre~-ciety ther chief attentron was dsrected to the westers pily, there were abundant instances to shew the
vailed in the West Indies, for six days in the week. hemisplere. Some of the present colomes w that.juc and the blosrg of such endeavours for the we’
and devoutly attending the worship of their Maker quarter were not then under the domunon of England,.1are of these poor settlers, as the Society desiredt
on the Sunday, Not enly wasth's the case with the aed others were thinly peopled and hitle known. make. Amorg such the Bishop could point {01
nogracs on the Secisty’s cstates 3 fir the advantages Those, however, which now form the Umited States|isiand settled many years ago by English fanilie
attendivg, the exestions of the Society in behalf ol derived much of thewr religious instruction from the,whiose number vow amaunted to three hundred, shi
their own possessions had bern eatended to, awd were Society, and the cffect of that instruction is now lmp-llhe visits of a distant missionary, thongh few andl:
shared by thase in the nesghbouthond. When the piv visble.  ‘To this is ascnbed, throughont thatybetween, hud go culled forth the affectionate attenls
Ist of August arrived, they were assembled o the extensive repibhie, by many gratetnl learts, llu“.flhc pareutsto the instruction of their caildren,
chpel on these estates, anid others in the Weet In- blessang now enjoyed 1n the existence of a pure and;to the aid of o Sunday School, that every child o
dies, no less a rumher thao “om 200,000 to 300,000 dourishing branch of the Church of Chnst. The,read tie Lible ; and among them there were vemar
of their fellow-creatures, met to ask a blescing on blessing remams, and s felt and acknowledged, als able nstancrs of intelagent acquairtance with 3}
thege from whom they had derived their freedom though a poatical seperation has taken place, The|word of Goild and with the Christian faith, nlz;
Net less t*an 5900 were collected together in the present colonles acqmre(l new umportance, when that, ould Le creditable to ary who are favoured wi
Tand «f Barbades on that day; the Governor andscpitanon was cffected ; and to these the affection-;the most abwu: dant means of rcligious inslrucliq
Lis telinue were present with them in the church; ate care of the Seciety was cx'onded, By their ac-{\Who would requira happier encouragement than -
and when he {the Bishop) prosounced that, from oneitive exeriions and earnest entseaties, which had long to assist in supplymng such a settlement with the cos
cnd of the West Indies to the other, all were frc«-,‘bccn contimued through undeserved neglect, a colo- staut mimstry of the word, before its people fallaws
1

religtous advances



