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392 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. Foi
acreage^ ^ences* and wider sweeps of tractor-worked Thoughtful men have described the system as the county system I have theWeiventi^T Th» d mandf hav? been met by Lnew in" an almost insurmountable obstacle to consolidation of Three systems of Vuier!ous,ly consid
without A , The. man to-day who tries to do business schools. been develo^H nn tV 8fho°' adminiefl
the case may È°or withom^ F * hTfi Tfhat he® Tj- *ystem is wasteful. In the territory under my the townshi^system and^countJ116
is handicapped and these n^aU <^Tt0 h*C fh Hasn’t supervision 57 teachers are teaching more pupils in of these is cumbrous and ineffinVnf S^S}?7* .ifHB
understand m^ern b^rn»« ,g0Od t0 ’ £ Sch,°ols than 86 teachers are teaching in rural its usefulness and s n nroc s ! . ha* «*8

EssSSSxfi ÉW- -!U5 tosrSteFUBE"*ahead f “aS„5UhVïh^l'ümXSÎAldhbet“dSd! °M"'° ™ th= »«

S^*L“=AtSS5i3ii*S; eh

to Stiffen them up kfore knksTmn^ Thk 1 W changing of teachers, the employment of young School Reform Should be Fvn

^stiTs^rr F arythem a scientific ^oundinl h, th» h ■ t'S !Tf ‘he 'rreguiar attendance, the small school; these are Editor "The Farmer’s Advocate” *
'^, ‘̂7, V"nZB''itSI'1Tkl »^r^V.Vd1„eî£,=vlï’,em "n<1 ‘,C or >• “.with .»m= ,,,pid,,to„ ,h„,
tions after thUJty i^1 * be to finance the farming oper- That a laroer _i • • . .y" c nditions m relation to our public school!!
dition to ,nhaLtth°Ugh. a thor°ugh grounding in ad- uctive of better resïtT1^^ /ü'i w0^ld, ** P™" few observations and suggestions as td
w;n _ , .'"bred experience with farming oDerations ,,r i , results is indicated by the fact that ment, when so many of professional stand;»»
whLhahee canOSSl^le f,°r a man to get a good start from schools than ,°„ur rural and villa8e the,r Propositions for reform, from the grounifii
former .^dually build up to his capacity as a schw s’ That "= r Y Sch°°!s «better’than our town expenenc . One almost naturally asks th»
action ?d wdl give him a sense of security and a is a^mxim^l t0 Say: th! efficiency of our schools “Is the lid off?” that so much surest!™?

■trV o7,7°"of w"the ""d nc"r bE ËtstfcûS** W&i&rui-, Untario. Dermot McEvoy. i h . j lng fhe men nearest the work from exoressinr^BM
schoofs waT^rTn tha,t the district system of rural °,f a system whose defects had bee/appeaSitt 

THa Prnki , , social and er^n”/?1^ y ad?p.ted ,n United States. As clearly as time went on, then let us be titasfli^Ht‘v!o*ural SchooL »twa9

rxvus:rttsa^fh- b-.r settssss-aïR» P^£*5

nized > }fcr t0 <2ur c*ty schools is generally recog- ^ministration. It is interesting to find also that the ' r/hlr *"/ °f °U,r educational system, part* 
rural sch™.°rtUnately ma»y people assume that the , a ^ haf- «"variably been followed by an immense 17'°" t0/Vral schools. In how far is it a 
tion i^h^tS h!7fS-finjC!SSari|y ,x; inferior. This assump- ^V^Th^K lmProvement in educational conditions tPte.m- and how far one of condition? Q 
towards educationC^1 by th? facts- In their attitude states boarÿ haYe been adopted in about thirteen hira! H» Ph|3^ °f îhe question no one di
Province the ^P'6 of the rural parts of the wav L» 1 u-y ^ards in eleven states. In a general InH lh PT'at,0n through removal from*—
as the ^re în rtf5 Progressive and just as enlightened the finds favor in the North and h" hr°U8h, sm.aller Emilies in the farm
in education th». C,tlfeS„ They are fully as interested beLn in £°ar? ,n ,the South. As the movement p 3 «3-Î P^ductive of conditions which demand so 
schools, they are^ifl^ fuJly as desirous of having good the present tr^î.H^h fu d spread South, it is evident that nr7e" f school consolidation does not become 
andtheyareyjustaswni;nS fb C for g°°d schools boards rather H,!»1!16 UniLt.ed States is towards county wh Jr»SI°1 m!1St be, m.ade to suit conditions th*
people in the cities 1 bng to pay for good schools as the The tr,wn=iv han f°wnship boards. where school population can be more econondÜ

The lack of nroirress • of the states w system has been in operation in some efficiently educated, by providing transportai
to any inherent nÆ ^ raral schools is not due to the test nf a many years. It has been subjected ^hool of an adjoining yction, and payme 
but is incidental to an antiauit»HharaCKer °f thj P60?16 superior to the^srtirt ’ ^ k ha*.been found infinitely ^Sp0f ^h001 maintenance there, rather than in 
ful system of school J?d,’ eumbrous and waste- But the test of .system which it has displaced. to keep up a school, equipment and teacher fori 
system of school aSinîstratiônat,0n;e The district modern m!a„s of c^mm^ 3 ?° indicates that with fe.venp10 PUP''S- There are more instances than 
great obstacle to proKreSsfn r 'rai «institutes the one too small to give theTsr" ,0" th„e Unships are Province where two or three adjoining secti| 
nd of it and substitute a lartrer ^Hb°° » Tl we get are considerably lartrer thSt u ts' our townships • ° Xfa sufficient number of children of sch
” T^SSTr*!4 .ouikely e/peteSZTdltity’K' ” K^Lr” »'

SJlÿïïS" °? '«MikeToro,'?, ”,‘t happed °riThe ,ow™hiP “yi"m L" to ’STf.,5",hLt~J?r i"k‘.1“ . , ,N“', is ,'h' critid™, of defects of our educttal
derived th^ ln t!’*8 country were a simple peooie who ^ pu,rel.y artificial districts. The townsh?n town.shlPs systen. Justifiable in reference to rural schools? 1» 
agricultiir» eir'rkUbsistence from a primitive tvoe of "7 ruelat,on. whatever to natural (oimnîm.T'3 >tars some features yes; in others no. It seems to raB-j 
experience TbJ apprentice system and the school of which vary m size and shape to meet local nee/ ordered duty of new Governments in Ontario to rm-
criuc m“ Ted t]leir educational needs The ar sto -°Tsh,P boundaries run in straight nw / j J he Utl°mze the school system1-of the- Province. W 
little i”th?^,0-ni°f cducation prevailed, and there w7s b“le or •?» relation to geographical features nr tn n ^ G°vernn'ent ^at attained power in 1905 began f 
was calculated*3/ PpI,tical life of the people which bv^heln3' bound"ies: and it is commonly broke3 in/n th °tT' by, sweePmg out of existence model if™® 
tion* or create deveJ°P a wider view of educa- a/itv /î,C°riP</ated town or village. If one im ainL= th,at by a longer professional course of teacher t
Public expense demand for education for all and at manner^e wilf'r^H'i hamPered and restricted in^hls oth^ nm/*'"8 m‘ghî c?ase *° ^ 4; .Stepping stooeto 

The stffio^i ™, . arhit/r w readily recognize that the artlfirial ! [ Professlons, and that teachere would loogw
tion and to mLuL°r.gaanJZed a Purely local institu- Lurce 7f w T °f the township boundaries is f selionl the .proft:ssion' Any obseper can tell, by borfi 
were private undertalr' ^ ny of our first schools The^ thc township schoôTsys/m recounting his observations, If such object he bc«.
established in Sarn/a to ftos/h‘rVS true1of the school towns co^H^nm'»" ^ inTrporated villages^nd small nL/"0- ' TE?chmK has become an almost one-sex 
He rented and fitted un a8^by •b>UlîCan McNaughton- the townshin th7 contro1 and supervision of Trustees coinplaijjt. q{ less permanency-p ]
warehouse and condnrt»H w>m,in the upper part of a shows that such a on,y by agreement. Experience ‘"dmdual schools than ever Before, surely an 
It is easy to understand that the^* t-hcr? for a year- Consequently the townTh"*! are iVery difficult to obtain th/nv COndl,t,on for efficiency;:apd it appears as 
many cases ultimately hernm» the“ pn.vate ventures in for the small villa»» " h|'P,board can do little or nothing 6 ovcr-Professionalizmg of the profession has him * mst as s a-“h” <r “,eredsame; and one can undeVslanT/ha"t'TheTjnltell“t/ tbe defects- ^"pravidelTn ^administra^*'3, ^ f/om these t Then !t was necessary to have * superintend^^ 
ertih‘SkSi,Who settled in this Province endeavme/'tl SIZ6: natural community boundaries'll un't °[ adequate education who would, with an advisory couiljSM

,h\Pr3T °T te“"”,he cducaUo"ai

il wasa sî i T¥y mighl be of any size and shat ITT k/ °f sufficient scop^ ancl mamî^H ,and '"an,fest itself. The inspectorate appointed . 
ulan iv/ sln?Ple.and democratic arrangement That t he n“nibers in touch with larger edunl;/ / to. ,P|ace county councils was made absolutely responsible a
Se ffict S a>aptCd tG Cxisting condl/ons is sïown t- SlhtfaapP^atfon^f the**Lrb ems; df ato,ri/. hea-'- What opp“ty hTd any'M 
and United tl tC3me ,mto gencral use. both in Canada natinnT ,f°f theichoo,s a"d its bealg on™P°7ance 'nter.^1 '» public school improvement to meked _ 
rural district^* i U -was adopted not only in the l,‘i/r ï T wp,fare. The system would provide an fffutare n,mor suggestion effective, unless he went to IfW 
oSime f^h 3 IISf-,nthC,citieS- Toronto had al whi/h^ smother's fîTu'*’ ,The experience of the^ast fourteen years

The system wL ?,nSjnd Hamil«on 8 or 10. liberty^Tn non J" VT ' !t would develoo ! ^ ''^^brought: Ontario public school supporters to W
general interest in n7h ‘ adapted. to a time of little of freedom whirhf1/f 3nd glve the people a Ca ? int where absolutism will not .longer be allowed,
ffia&E? c"‘3t7F”ïï «*• - — *v°
communities with^màlî'meâns^f W3S WCl- s“lted to ]t has been tried ■m,lttest H*® tbe. advantage of age mthdr"* °Vtari°* and would have liked greater lat»^
little interest ffi each o h^r It com^un'cat.on, am! strong points haÆn 1' a',ld its weak points aid Th» 7°"/ m,ay soon “™e into their own.
to the days of small undertâf was well adapted, too, termined. This is „ , PeaT,y and accurately He and e .ex"b°oks also went through the same 16^®
gave instruction only i,, the r!id1m7ntd l<f SCh°!! S Wl-'ch sysle,H which is of Vom1nr“7‘y i*^Ue of the county wereCfi'7n ® /achers who refused to withhold critk«m;

Social and economic mn<tiStha°f 3" *ducat,on- we adopt the township svltem vY recent origin If ofZn ^nally llstened to, and some changes made;*
radical change in the pasT fif v years It"1s n^t "" 3 *lr«. Ket t ing ; we kno^U^^.^w exactly what J ”£„ ' TV* ** ifLchanges were made not to*
Pnsmg, therefore to find thie y . " ts not sur- limitations. But if W(- sd»T'es and we know its ed,> ■ i teach'ng methods, but to keep a schoM^Hministration *7’ U- S°me «•->’«. .nakinTan^ system we 't’hlt^u "/ perLmanent employment! 1
years ago fails to m»»r tuL Y ^«‘S'jetory results fifty administration. 8 an experiment in sehnnl „ i U h.at will be the amending- nrocess to which «%

the district system and St tn hes,tate in too drastic changes. No*
' a lnore responsive directing head. A^^|
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