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THE GREAT POWERS
OF THE OPPOSITION.

These after-the-session booms for Mr.
#Hazen and his few but faithful followers
which have appeared of late in the Con-
sevvative mewspapers are not easy to un-
derstand, unless the Hazen forces scent the
bye-elections and are preparing for the
fray which they believe to be mear at
hand. There is a report, that the vacant
peats are to be filled in June, and that
report, probably, has led to some re-
markable assertlons concerning the power
of provincial opposition ‘candidates, suc-
ecssful, defeated and prospective.

After 'the session which was concluded
the other Aay the opinion was general
that what the men of Mr. Hazen’s follow-
§ng required most was a long period of
rest apd recreation. So barren of useful
suggestions® were they during the winter,
and so few questions of public importance
did they raise, they must have looked for-
ward eagerly to-the long recess as a time
during which they might get together and
think, Only sheer necessity could compel
any opposition newspaper to come out
right after this last session and tell the
people how great and powerful are Mr.
Haszen and the corporal’s guard. The convic-
tion that an election is coming soon may
make such a hopeless journalistic task
necessary.  Otherwise provincial politics
would have been permitted to sleep for a
while longer. .

But—since- the’ qucstlon is up—why send
to h'edgncton any opposition man from
the vacant conatituencneﬂ’ It is not neces-
sary. The' oppesition newspapers have
proved ity What ‘does any opposition man
desire? Dethini mame it, and threaten to
run aanmst the gmernment if his wishes
be not complled with. The method is
simple, and . we bave the Sun’s affirmation
that it works like a charm. “Charm” is
the very word, indeed. Behold now Mr.
John E. Wilson. He fixes hie hypnotic eye
upon Mr. McKeown, Mr. Tweedie, Mr.
Pugsley or another, and any or all of these
gentlemen ' fall beneath the potent influ-
ence of the spell. Tet Mr. Wilson but move
his left opuc and the legislature grinds
out a seceret ballot law. If it be his other
eye ‘the obedient government grinds out
such other measure as the potential can-
didate may have in his mind at the mo-
ment. .

Mr. Wileon, it is true, has not publicly

proclaimed- such powers, but they have

been claimed for him by the newspapers
which foreseé an election and which must
find some means of impressing the
fond public with a fitting idea of the use-
fulness and pawer of an opposition—even
if it be as small; #s hopeless and as badly
led as that m point. Mr. Hazen is power-
ful for goml in opposition, it appears. By
all means keep him in opposition then.
Mr. Wilson works wonders by a mere
threat to run. Let Mr. Wilson excrecise
the great gifts, which mark him as a pri-
wate citizen of almost supernatural at-
tributes. It would be folly to iv-
crease his expenses and destroy his in-
fluence by attempting to send him to
Fredericton. As he stands he is more
powerful than a cabinet minister, or six
of them. The Sun should be content.

SHELL-FIRE VS. TORPEDOES.

Some question has been raised as (o
what weapons should and should not be
used in ‘war. There ‘Yias been a protest
from many disciples of peace and of
humanity because of the use of mines and
torpedoes which tear a battleship to pieces
end annihdlate 700! men in a single minute.
Admiral Makaroﬁ"s men died quickly.
Now turn to fihe picture of the Russian
cruiser \nnag,. battered and raked by
Japanese shells outside Chemulpo harbor.

 'he narfative was wiiblen by an Ameri-

can who saw the action from the U. S.

gunboat Vicksburg and afterward assisted

in succoring the wounded. The words are

harsh, and the language is shocking, yet

both are wesk when , they are employed
40 describe what leallly happened:

“It was then’ ‘that one of the Japanese
battleships was seen to run close to the
island on the east and send ten-inch
hells, one afiter the other, into the Variaz;
the eﬁeot was terrific. Wh/en the Vamag
came to anchor in the harbor, medical as-
mistance was sent bo her fmru all the for-
eign wanships. Fifty yards away from her
we oould hear the yelps and screams of
fier wounded; her decks looked like a
slaughter-house; human limbs were scat
tered about, with blood still oozing from
them; men were lying about with legs and
arms shat off, bleeding to death or already
dead. One poor unfortunate was being
lowered down from-the fighling top, and
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i evies would ive taeved §Bo lnmat of
the most inhuman; as he toudhed the deck
he geve several yelps and died. Those that
Yived were still at ‘their gune, expecting
to be blown into eternity; some of them
bad their faces emooched with powder,
others were half grinning, belf crying, in
a crased and horrible manner. The sight
was both disgusting and pitiable 40 look
upon.” a

Jf the mine and the torpedo were abol-
ished should scdhrapnel and the heavier
shells remain in the list of permissable
weapons? And if these are barred what
of the modern rifle bullet which “rocks”
at certain ranges and rends, at
those 7tanges, as if it weighed a
pound? If some weapons are to
De abolished, where must a beginning or
an end be made? Or must war be made
s0 horrible shat humanity will turn with
loathing not only from actual combat but
from the very proposal to settle mational
quarrels on the battlefield?

WHERE ARE THE AMERICANS ?

A humorous story which recently went
the rounds may be applied to the problem
contfronting the Americans because of the
tremendous increase of their foreign-born
population.
slate was being made up in a counity where
the people were mainly Swedes, Hebrews
and Italians. Men of these nationalities
were named for six out of seven positions,
and then a Swedish politician, to the sur-
prise of the othems, suggested one Jones,
an American, for the remaining vacancy.
“We must do something to cach the Am-
enican vote,” he explained.

It is a joke which is growing semious
across the line. The chief of the United
Staltes treasury bureanm of statistics re-
ports that persons born in America of
foreign parents, or born in Europe, form
more than seventy-five per cent of the en-
tire population of New York, Chicago,
San Francisco, Detroit, Cleveland and
Milwaukee, and in these cities, says the
statistician, “‘they may absolutely control
the law-making and administration 1 they
choose to act in concert.” If they choose
40 80 act then what will the native Am-
enican do? He will be where the greatest
of modern British poets placed him:

His easy unswept hearth he lends
From Labrador to Guadeloupe

Till, elbowed out by sloven friends,
He camps, at sufferance, on the stoop.

Barring the South, which has the negro,
in practically all the great American cities
persons of foreign birth or paremtage con-
stitute more than half the population. In
seven states they exceed sixty per cent; in
fifteen states they more than equal the
native Americans. There werein the United
States according to the census of 1900,
26,000,000 people foreign born or of foreign-
barn parents. That was thirty-four per
cemt of the population. And still they
pour in at the rate of almost a million a
year, a great percentage of them being
European peasants who have little desire
or capacity to become good citizens as that
term is understood on ‘this continent. No
wonder some of the American newspapers
of both panties are seriously asking what
is to be the end of it, and openly express-
ing the fear that the end will be far from
desirable.

At the moment this question is up it i3
odd to find in the New York Evening
Poat a letter signed “B. Russell, Ottawa,
Can.,” in whicly the writer quotes for the
consideration of ‘Americans from a memoir
of the late Lord John Acton. Speaking
on The Rise and Fall of the Mexican Em-
pire, Acton said:—

“A confederacy loses its true character
when it 1ules over dependencies; and a
democracy lives a threatened life that ad-
mits millions of a strange and inferior race
which it can meither assimilate nor ab-
sorh.”

“The warning,” says Mr. Russell, quot-
ing Herbert I’aul, “was unneeded, for the
days of American Imperialism were not
yet. But the wonds have a perennial wis-
dom which the new owners of the Philip-
pines might find it worth their while to
congider.” The millions to whom the
United States has given citizenship consti-
tute an even greater problem than that
they ‘have in the Philippines.

RUSSIAN PRESS AGENTS.

The Russian censors permit no ome to
gend out news conflicting with the official
version of any occurrence, which version
is carefully' prepared with the object of
making the Russian outlook ap-
pear as roseate as possible.  But
the censors do mnot discourage the
sending of all despatches. By no
nieans. They see to it that the wires are
kept hot with ‘“‘news” favorable to the
Czar's cause, and they have press agents
active and resourceful enough to make the
fortune of a breken-down theatrical star
during a dull season.

The press agents, having let loose four
sub-marines at Port ‘Arthur to scare Ad-
miral Togo away, have now undertaken
the annihilation of the Japanese land
forces. The Russians, the world is in-
formed, has seized the territory aimed at
by ‘the advancing Japanese, and ‘if the
enemy do not alter their route General
Kouropatkin will set certain military
machinery in motion before which the in-
vading force will be scattered like a honse
of cards. Meantime the Russians are im-
patient at the delay and angry, appar-
ently, because the foe does not rush to
destruction. Contrasted with the business-
like statements which come from Japanes®
sources--when any do.come—and the steady
progress of the Islanders, these press
agent stories sound somewhat foolish.

But the press agents’ day is nearly over,
and because considerable “slush’ has come
over the wires from Russian sources il
does not follow that there may not he
Russian successes when land forces of
equal strength meet on even terms. The
battles fought by the Russians in their
Jast two wars showed (hat they took a

The story is that a political 3

let of beating. n many eases, whether
they won or lost, they fought most stub-
bornly and were not dismayed or discour-
aged mo matter how severe their losses
were. On some battlefiejds their per-
centage of killed and wounded was almost
without parallel. Where will Russia make
her first determined stand? If it be at
Harbin news of great Japanese losses is
to be expected. Japan, having lost little
or nothing as yet, is doubtless prepared
for the test which is to come. The world
does not yet know whether the Yellow
men or the Muscovite can stand the hard-
er pounding, but it should have some
light on that question before very long.
Even the press agents admit that no ser-
ious attempt was made to prevent the
crossing of the Yalu.

NEW BRUNSWICK
BRANCH LINES,

Ottawa despatches to some of the To-
ronto and Montireal mewspapers deal at
length with Mr. Emmerson’s visit to New
Brunswick and the government’s contem-
plated purchase of the Canada Eastern, a
purchase which Mr. Blair advocated when
he was in the government, but which he
could not persuade the other members of
the cabinet to agree upon. Mr. Emmerson,
according to the Toronto World (Con.) is
trying to do what Mr. Blair could not do
when he was at the height of his power.
The World’s opinion #8 that the other
minigters would mot consent to the pur-
chase of the Canada Eastern because they
reganded Mr. Blair as already powerful en-
ough, an objection which disappeared with
Mr. Blair. The World thinks the acquisi-
tion of the Gibson road might be the fore-
runner of the absorption by the Inter-
colonial of ‘all the other New Brunswick
feeders, including the Kent ‘Northern,
Buctouche Railway, Albert Railway, Al-
bert Southern Railway, Elgin & Petitco-
diae, Central Raiiway, Upham & $t. Mar-
tins Raitway, and Restigouche & Victoria
Railway. Says the World: “Incidentally,
the taking over of the Canada KEastern
would ensure the Gibson influence to the
Liberal party and give Mr. Emmerson a
somewhat sure foothold in New Bruns-
wick.” The World, of course, is an advo-
cate of government ownexship.

The Montreal Star says the government
has decided to buy the Canada Eastern,
and in doing so will be carrying out one
of Mr. Blair's suggestions; and the Star
adds: “There may also bg a modification
of the government’s policy regarding the
construction of a line paralleling the Inter-
colonial from Levis to Moncton, to swhich
Mr. Blair was so strongly opposed.”

Some idea of the Canada Kastern may
be arrived at from the following facis
which the Montrea] Star presents: Its
total length, from Chatham to Frederic-
ton, is 136 miles. The ondinary share
capital of the Canada Eastern is $1,000,000,
all of which is subscribed and paid up.
There is no preference stock. It has a
bonded indebtedness of $1,854,174.60. It
has received in bonuses from the dominion
government $374,839.84, including $24,394.84
of used iron rails granted to the Chatham
branch. From the government of New
Brunswick; it has aid to the extent of
$400,000; and it has received municipal
bonuses amounting to $20,000. Its capital
from other sources is $331,571.69. The total
capital in the road is $3,980,586, of which
$2,106,411 is paid up. The company has
no floating debt. The ‘total cost of the
raflway and rolling stock was $2,098, 411.53;
the radius of sharpest curve is 955, anu the
heaviest gradient is eighty feet per mile.
It has eleven engimes, five first and two
second-class cars, twelve cattle and box
cars, and eighty-eight platform cars.: Its
earniings last year were: Passengers, $36,-
085; freight, $73,819; mails and express,
$1,868; other sounces, $1,762. The. gross
earnings were $116,536, and its net earn-
ings were $2,674, ‘the proportion of earn-
ings to working expenses being 1.02.

As for Mr. Blair's suggestions, the
governmentt is wnot likely to pay Mr.
Bluir any unnecessary abtention, its chief
object apparently being to keep him quiet.
Whether or not Mr. Emmerson now pro-
poses to try o prevent the “paralleling’
of the I. C. R., does not appear. No one
vet knows what points the Quebec-Monc»
on section will touch if it is ever bualt.
There must be adequate surveys first.

The Monecton Tramscript, Mr. Emmer-
son’s organ, intimates that the purchase
of the Canada Easteem may come up dur-
ing ‘the present session of Parliament.
Evidently the Transcript has heard that
the government will buy. What is she
price now?

WHAT THE NATIONS
SPEND PER HEAD.

The money spent by the govermment of
New Zsaaland, in proportion to population,
is five 'times as much per capita as that
expended by the Unmited States and four
times as much”as that spent by Canada.
Australia’s per capita expenditure is nearly
as great as New Zealand's, and the
United Kingdom is not very far behind.
Statisties recentiy compiled show that
wihile the expenditure of the United States,
with 80,000,000 of people, is $640,000,000;
that of the United Kingdom, with' 42,000,-
000 of people, is $898,000,000; that of

France, with 39,000,000 people, is $695,000,- |

000; -that of (Germany, with 58,000,000 peo-
ple. %555,000,000; while in practically every
country aside firom China and India, with
their enormous population, the per capata
of government expenditure is greater than
in the United States.

Even in the case of Russia, with its
population of 141,000,000, the per capita of
governmment expenditure is about the same
ax that of the United States. The statis-
tician puts the population of the United
RStates at 80,372,000, the government ex-
penditure in 1903 at $640,232,000 and the

sapita gevesmNeni m‘ e of a-!-
is given at $0.30; the Genmen XEmpire,
$0.45; Iltaly, $10.75; Austria-Hungaly,
$14.27; Belgiom, $17.40; France, §17.84; the
United Kingdom, $21.39, and Austrelia,
$37,60. Russia’s anonal expenditure is put,
for the last available year, at $1,116,005,000,
a8 against $644,883,000 in the United
States; but the fact that Russia’s popula-
tion is givem at 141,000,000 brings the per
capita expenditure to about the figure
shown by the United States.

The United States had e surplus of $50,-
000,000 year before last, France one of
only $26,000, Germany a deficit of $57,000,-
000, and the United Kingdom a deficit of
$160,000,000. The following ftable shows the
population, expenditure, and per capita ex-
penditure in some of the more important
counties of the world in the latest avail-
able year:—

Per cap.

Popula- [Expénd- Expen-

Countries. tion. iture.  diture.

New Zealand .. .. 788,000 $30,241,000 $38.38
Australian Com-

Ve . 142,148,000 37.69

000 21.30

000 17.84

000 17.40

000 12.40

000 1L45

000 10.09

663,000 9.5¢

000 000 9.4

Canada .. ., .o o 5,467,000 000 9.30

United Stateb ,. ..80,372,000 640,323,000 7.97

had

Canada for the last year or two has
a surplus, the last one being ebout $
000,000.
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A POOR SHOWING.
Ten familiar quotations from the Bible
and sixteen well known quotations from

the poets were recently submitted to 300
students attending the New York Uni-
versity, the Normal College of the Glty
of New York, and the DeWitt Olinton
High School—all institutions whose stand-
ing is regarded as high. The quotations
were submitted without warning, and the
students had no oppgrtunity to consult
together or ppen any book. They were
gsked to name the authors of the quota-
tions and tell in what works they oc-
curred. “Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servang,” “Water, water everywhere,”
“Full many a flower is born to blush un-
seen,” “The Assyrian came down like the
wolf on the fold,” “Let us eat and drink
for tomorrow we shall die,” ‘“‘Handsome
is as handsome does,” *"Where the wicked
cease from troubling”’ and “It is not good
that man should be alone,” will serve to
show the nature of the test. "The sub-
joined ‘table tells how the students of the
three representative institutions suc-

ceeded:—

Total number of quotations: submitted. 26
Biblical quotations.... sseees caveinenns 10
Lay quotations.. MRl 16
Total number of answers received....- 300
Correct answers to all quotations...... 0

Partially correct answers to all Bibli-
cal quotations.. .
Partially correct answers to all lay

Quotalions.. .. .. v A .eioeeess 0
Largest number or c(nrect luy quota‘
(o) SRR e I ST S 13

Only one student recognized the ten
Biblical quotations as such, and he ascribed
but four of them to the proper books. In
the High School the record was wretcned.
In the Normal School ‘“none of the girls
correctly ascribed all the Bible quotations,
the best record being eight, and in these
the proper books were not named. There
were many twos and threes, also, but the
conspicuous feature of the returns from
this institution was the manner in which
they went afoul of the lay poets.” Gen-
erally speaking the test gave shocking re-
sults. The mistakes of those who guessed

were most absurd in many cases and in
others showed amazing ignorance.

CANADA'S OLD
MAN WONDERFUL.

The words of patriot-
ism and high hope - which rose
to the lips of (Canada’s Old Man
‘Wonderful yesterday - when he ac-

reverence,

aTE IMPRSEHIVE OB tlc lips of ene whe lins
seen the storm clouds gather and go, lower
and at length show the silver lining, ever
since the days when Napoleon’s shadow
darkened and then faded from the BHuro-
pean sky. Iooking forward the Nestor
of the Senate sees the Empire waxing ever
greater and more powerful for right and
justice and light in the dark places, play-
ing its great part in hastening that time
when the nations shall plead their quar-
rels before their wise men in council and
when the soldier’s occupation shall be
gone indeed. Senator Wark is one whom
his fellows do themselves honor in honor-
ing. His words are those of good cheer
and wise counsel, and in his speaking he
sets an example which may be placed be-
fore all Canadians to their benefit.

HEAR THE COMMODORE.

There is no longer need to call in an ex-
pert to doctor the St. John water supply.
Commodore Stewart, of the Chatham
World, whose nautical knowledge makes
him confident, and who naturally knows
just what to do in our situation, as he
lives in Chatham and is not hampered by
the facts, comes to St. John’s aid in an
editorial entitled “The St. John Common
Council’'s Continuous Performance as a
Wrest®®r with Problems.” He says this
city has been for tweunty-five years wrest-
ling with what it calls a problem whereas
if we had any sense we would know that
the matter is as easy as rolling off a log.
“The way to cure an insufficiency of
water,”” says the Commodore, “is to get
more water, and the way to get it is o
lay pipes to a sufficiently large source of
supply.” This discovery is startling
enough to make every St. John alderman
eit up and think. The remedy seems ob-
vious enough as the Chatham man staes
it; and it is really wonderful that someone
hereabouts did not know that the way to’
get more water is to get it, and that the
.way. to get it is to ge to eome place where

it is wet. The Commodore is; in fact, a

human divining rod. _
The problem here has not been to find
the water, but to find aldermen who would

| permit the people to get at the water.

The Commodore points to Loch Lomond.
So did the late Gilbert Murdoch. There
are nearer lakes which might do. But
the aldermen have hitherto combined to
block the road to relief and safety. The
World suggests a drastic remedy:

“The city charter should be suspended
for a year or two and an autecratic ruler
placed over it. Then, after necessary im-
provements were made, the Common Coun-
cil might e allowed to resume the business
of grappling with new problems at the old
stand.

Ay insufficient water supply in New

Brunswick’s chief city, the Winter Port

of Canada, though' an exhaustless source
of supply, 300 feet above the city datum,
can be had. for $250,000, the interest of
which would be equal to twenty cents a
year—two cigars or ginger ales—for each
inhabitant!”

The Commodore does not name the au-
tocratic ruler he has in mind, but an
eagle-eyed public can see who is meant.

SUCCESS IS IN SIGHT,

If the council carries out the treasury
poard’s recommendation and gives $2,000
to the tercemtenary committee, plans for
the celabration can be pushed forward
with much assurance of complete success.
As a matter of fact a special meeting
should be called to pass this appropriation,
and the aldermen in council might add
$1,000 to the $2,000!fixed by the treasury
board and be sure’that the citizens gen-
erally would heartily approve their action.
At yesterday’s board meebing no alderman
suggested that less than $2,000 be granted,
and several favored a larger sum. Per-

knowledged the honor done him by his Ihaps the com: ise agreed upon may

youthful colleagues, were good words and
will bear much repetition. The address
to Senator Wark, which accompanied tne
painting presented to him, closed with a
reference to the fact that Providence had
watched over him and that he had been
worthy. It was this part of the address
which appealed most strongly to the man
of an hundred years and sixty-nine days.
He said in reply:—

“I join with you most cordially in the
belief that God exercises a wise provi-
dence over the affairs of the world, and
especially over the affairs of this Empire;
that He intends to make a powerful, popu-
lous and prosperous Empire, united under’
our gracious sovereign in a policy of peace,
and that it will be greatly blessed under
His guidance in bringing about the happy
time when the earth shall be filled with
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the seas.”

Young men and old—but all of them
young in comparison with David Wark—
the foremost men of this young country,
joined in felicitating the sage upon his
continued health, happiness, and usefu!-
ness, ai Sve score years. The recipient
of their happy phrasss moved like a man
deliberate rather than weak, and spske as
one whose heart and head are at their
best and make naught of the great burden
of ycars. : :

This old man. reverend and wise, whom
the first men amoeng his fellows delighted
to hon:r, spche tirst of God and next of
his country. He has regarded both since
bis youth and in religion and patriotism
are to be found the governing inspiration
of his remarkable career. Me saw all of
the reign of Vietoria the Good, and, as
the Premier happily remarked, he has seen
the first vears of the beneficient reign of
that sovereign who bids fair to be known
in Listory as Edward the Peacemaker,than
which title no king has borne a prouder.

The words of Senator Wark concemingl

per capita expenditure $7.97. The pcrlﬂn‘ future of Canada and of the Empive

shorten discussion of the matter in the
council, where one or two gentlemen with
whose views it is difficult to sympathize,
may feel called upon the renew their at-
tack upon Champlain as an ancient mari-
ner with whose adventures we are nowise
concerned.

Care in authorizing the expenditure of
publiic money is ever commenxable, yet if
we compare the proposed grant witn other
outlays from the civic purse it will appear
a most laudable one. For such as persist
in taking only a matter-of-fact view of the
case it should be sufficient to say that the
money, spent will be spent again many
times over by the visitors. Certainly no
alderman who stands for a liberal grant
need fear that his comstituents will call
him a bad steward. There is gencral
agreement that the celebration must be a
creditable one, and that prompt and gener-
ous action by the council is now requisite.

-THE WO0ODSTOCK VERDICT,

Clergymen may find a sermon in the
trisl which was ‘concluded Thursday at
Woodstock. For those who realize what
the facts themselves preach there will be
gome measure of relief because the trial
was brief, and that the evidence, so clearly
analyzed by the judge, was direct enough
to banish all doubt from the minds of the
jurymen as to’ the supreme debt incurred
by the prisoner at the bar. The ‘young
man, doubtless, lacked many of the ad-
vantages which others in the province have
enjoyed, yet he too had many advantages.

The law ean but emphasize anew the
knowledge that its hand is heavy, and that
a life deliberately taken must be paid for
by a life. There were many in court yes-
terday who felt and expressed wympathy
for the wWretched man on trial. Yet to
more must have come home the homely
truth spoken from the bench that false
sorrow due to the peril of a murderer must
not he permiited to confuse the issue and
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cannot relieve the jurors of that penalty
of their citizenship which makes them
judges over life and death.

Counsel for the accused made every ef-
fort to shield him as one irresponsible for
what he did. That is well. The measure
of the law is exact. The prisoner may go
free if he does not come within the limits
set. That there was insanity in his fam-
ily, however, proves nothing useful with
respect to Gee. The jury believed that
he was responsible on that night in March,
and that he killed deliberately. Believing
so the jury’s duty was simple if unpleas-
ant. It may even be argued that if the
surgeons were blamewort! ;, which no one
is likely -to believe, it was the prisoner's
shot which made surgical skill necessary,
and that therefore he stands just where
he would stand had there been no time to
summon a doctor to the victim's aid.

M’LUD ALVERSTONE.

Lord Alverstone, our friend of the Alas-
ka tribunal, is to the fore.agiain. At a
banquet in London the good man told his
hearers the history of the last few years
had shown the wisdom of neglecting noth-
ing which served to bind closer the var-
ious parts of the British Empire.

To this pleasing and scund sentiment
no doubt all present subscribed with a
hearty “Right y’are M’lud.” But as a bind-
er together of the various parts of the
Empire Lord Alverstone, judged.by his
efforts in our direction, eannot be hailed
as an amazing suceess.

Fortunately Canada is loyal enough to
stand without hitching. Were she not the
Alverstones would have eaused her to cast
loose long ago.

Although there was at first some outery
from Newfoundland to the effect that her
interests had been sacrificed by the Anglo-
French agreement the noise appears to
have been premature and without reason.
Newfoundland, and the Empire. are to be
congratulated that the great business of
removing causes of friction between France
and Great Britain was accomplished with-
out creating in any quarter that dissat-
isfaction which here followed the Alaska
decision. The Colonies, however, are dis-
posed - to sacrifice much in order that
Britain may secure and hold great allies.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Japan_continues to push ahead. At least
some of her troops have crossed the
Yalu.

L i L
Talk of mediation is all very well, bug
can the nations which permitted, if they
did not encourage, the Jap and the Rus-
sian to get into the.pit together stop
them now that their spurs are red?
. * ®
It is just as well to permit Newfound-
land to sell her fish where she can best
dispose of them without any advice {rom
Canada. In similar ecircumstances Canada
would not welcome interference by New-

foundland.
e * =

So far as is known Russia's fleet . has
sunk four merchant ships belonging to the
enemy thus far. The losses to the Czar’s
navy through the errors or incompetency
of its own officers have been far more
serions than those inflicted upon the

Japanese.
- - -

The Vladivostok squadron which has
appeared again and which will menace
Japanese transports until it is rounded up,
‘consists of the cruisers Rossia, Gromoboi,
Rurik and Degatere, The last is a profect-

ed cruiser and the others are armored
cruisers, the four being among the most
powerful in the Russian navy. Wonsan,
or Gensan, is about 350 miles southwest
of Vladivostok.

- "

The Messenger and Visitor, the Baptist
organ of the Maritime Provinces, is some-
what doubtful about the Grand Trumk
Pacific. We quote a few sentences from
the purely Christian view of a project
denounced in some quarters as anholy:

“It is difficult to say whether or not
the adoption of the Grand Trunk Pagcific
scheme will strengthen the government.
* * * The people of these Maritime
Provinces would also be glad if theve
were a strenger guaranitee that when the
road shall be completed the produets of
the West will principaily find their way
over it to Canadian ports for winter ship-

ment rather than to United States ports.” -

* » -

The most notorious and wealthiest
gambler in America, Mr. Richard Can-
field, to punish whom a special law was
recently passed by the New York legisla-
ture, has returned to the American metro-
polis after an extensive sojourn at the
Burcpean watering places. He gailed under
an assumed name because of the unpleas-
ant newspaper notoriety to which he has
been. subjected. “For,” said Mr. Canfield,
“I don’t want to have a lot of old womcen
staring at me as if 1 were a green turtle
with a striped tail.” He was quite lofty,
also, in his disdain of the gentlemnen of the
press. “I never give ocut an interview, and
do not care to discuss my affairs.”” Mr.
Jerome, the distriet attorney of New Yerk
city, who recently said he would send Mr.
Canfield to Sing Sing, will now feel that
it is his move.

* » =»

The Canadian TIndustrial League. a
braneh of which was formed in &t. John
this week, has many excellent aims on
its programme. The encouragement of the
purchase of Canadian goods by Canadians
and the determination to prove that our
manufactures are inferior to mndne are
matters which appeal strongly to the in-
dependent spirit of the country. The pro-
posal to take the tariff out of polities is
good, but those who believe it can be done
in the near future are few. Many men
who might have attended the meeting were
absent not because they doubted the good
faith of those who promocied it but be-

cause they saw in this off shoot of THE .

Canadian Manufacturers’ Asscciation some
indication of the hopelessness of seeking
to make of the tariif anything but a party
question, or because they believed that the
league will become a party weapon here-
after.
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