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THE HUN OUT OF FRANCE

CANADIANS CAPTURE
‘ GERMAN STRONGHOLD

Famous Vimy Ridge, Which Cost F rench Army
100,000 Men Earlier in War, Taken by Gallant

Boys From Dominion+in Brilliant Charge Against
Heavy Odds and in Unfavorable Weather.

With the British Armies in France, April 9, via London
w—=(From a Staff Correspondent of the Associated Press)-—

The British today delivered a

strong blow against the Ger-

mans from the region southwest of Cambrai to a point south

of Lens. They swept aver the

Geriman positions from the

south of Arras northward on the famous Vimy Ridge, fight-

ing for which cost the French

100,000 casualties earlier in

the war. Once before the British gained the crest of this

ridge, but under a tremendous

concentration of German

guns they were compelled to give it up. The ridge was cap-

tured by Canadians.

All winter long Canadians have held a foating on the
ridge, with the German lines looking down on them.

Wonderful Spectacle.

All the fighting today was against
dominating positions on high ground,
some of which had been held by the
Germans for two years, and was lave
fshly hemmed with wide belts of some
of the toughest and longest pronged
Larbed .wire which has been seen in

of

the war,

The preliminary bombardment
he ridges attacked, delivered before
dawn, proved to be one of the greutest

spectacles of the war. The firing at
times exceeded that which marked
some of the sturdiest battles of the
Somme, The night sky was {lluminat.
ed for hours by the continuous flash
of gung,

The attack was carried out in sev:
eral phases. The first lines had scarce.
iy been entered when numbers of
German prisoners began to come back,

The Uerman defensive burrage or
clirtain fire, was slow in starting not.
withstanding frantic signals for help
sent #p with rockets all along the
line. British guns had been hammer
{ng the Germans night and day for a
week past, and most of their trenches
were fairly pulverized.
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The many prisoners captured were
mostly Bavarians, Wurttembergers
and Hamburgers. After a beautitul
and warm Easter Sunday the weather
changed last night, and today's attack
was carried out in & pelting rain drive
en before-w gale in which was the
sting of Janudry cold,

Ale Fighting

The airplanes which have aeccom:
plished wonderful work since Thurs.
day's “clearing the air” of German na.
chines, were robbed of the opportunity
to participate in the beginning of the
offensive, Several intrepld British
airmuen ascended, but on account of
the rain and low lying clouds they
ocovld do little of nothing and after
beltig tossed about severely they des.
cerded.

Today's attack also hit the north
hinge of the recent German retreat
from Arras to the Aisne, The Ger
mans evidently had expected a renew-
al of the offensive in the valley of
the SBomme, for in making the retreat
in that sector they amnounced that
they had completely disarranged the
British offensive plans. Today's blow
was Britain's answer,
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CANADINS CAPTLRED
THO THOLSHND GERMANS

L o

(From & Staff Correspondent of The Associated Press.)

With the British Armies In France, April 9, via Londen~~The war
on the western front, which has been moving more rapidly in the past
five weeks, broke Into full swing today. Widening their attacks, which
they have been directing against the retreating Germans In ‘the sector
of the Somme, the British struck still further noeth, and In a serles
of assaults on a broad front, with Arras more or less the plvotal point,
they drove the Germans from scores of Important positions, penetrat
ing far Into the German lines and inflicted heavy casualties.

A visit to corps headquarters this
afternoon indicated that the 1

ing the Jdny thres German battalion

of prisoners taken in the past 12 hours
will exceed five thousdnd, The barb.
ed wire “cages” built to receive pris-
oners were overcrowded long before
noon, although the principal attack
did not begin until shortly after dawn,

The heaviest fighting today develop-
¢d along « line a few miles southeast

dge, which had been fought over
time and time aguin ever since the war
was ten months old,

The French had fought desperately
and valisntly in an endeavor to wrest
tils vantage ground from the Germans,
the battles both bellig it
untold

casualtios,
The fghting on Vimy HRidge was
earried out by the Canadians, who
bud retained a footing on the ridge
all winter, but o;hun higher up was

H, who pare in rank
with calonel in the ‘British asmy, The
;‘uwlm- took two thousand pris-

1,

t was sald everywhere along the
attacking line that the CGermans ap-
peared to have been taken by sumprise,
and only in a dew instances did they
put up & strong fight. One reason for
this was that they had been fairly
dazed by the Pritish artillery fire of

the past ten days.

From the high ground overlooking
Armas a panoramic view for many
miles of the British attack was pre-

for this operation was probubly the
greatest for a given amount of front
isince the war A t éounts
less guns had taken part in the bom-
bardment since the beginning, but 1t
was not until last night that meny
masked batieries joined in the grim
chorus.

Looking down into the valley ton-
?ues of uame cotld be seen flashing
rom hundreds upon hundreds of gun
ponis’ fnsee, Thogmas wove Sy
pent: ngs. -Guns were 1]
upon the lomnms up in the

1y silent. For half an hour {he
ness was almost appressive, The hot
flaghes disappeasred. All tide

senited. The concentration of guns |+,

DUML EMPIR
D 05,0
60 TO WAR'

Austria-Hungary Breaks off
Relations with Republic,
Apparently Preliminary to
Formal Declaration.

Washington, April 9--Austria-Hun-
gary, ranging herself unreservedly
with Germany, has severed diploma-
tie relatlons with the United States,
precipitating a situation which gener
ally is expected here to lead to war.

Baron Erich Zwiedinek, the Aus-
trian charge, asked the state depart
ment today for passports for himself,
his staff and -the Austrian consular
force in thds country, and simultan-
eously American Minister Stovall re-
ported fromn Berne that Austria had an-
nounced the break in relations to the
American embassy in Vienna yester
day.

Immediately the treasury depart:
ment ordered the selzure of all Aus-
trian merchant ships in American har
bors. The Austrian crews were tak:
en off and sent to immigration stations
and American guards put on board.

Whether Bulgaria and Turkey are
preparing to follow suit still is un.
known, but officlals generally believe
that sooner or later they will do so.

time, however, the German star shells
and flares were ascending with the
same monotonous regularity which
marks the German positions along
the entire front.

The storm delayed the coming of
dawn to such an extent that it was
still quite dark when the moment set
for the British attack arrived.

Then as if the myriad of guns had
been synchronized to the tick of a
watch, they broke the foreboding still
ness with a volcanic roar. The earth
trembled from tl‘xe shock. The l!cklns

of the d now
to have been multiplied a hundred
fold. The objective hills began to
writhe under the tortures of the
dcreaming shells, In the air, played
the shrapnel barrage shells, breaking
with glant firefly flashes, and hurling
their leaden hail of death on all be-
low. The first volley scarce had
reached the Germaen lines when up
went the everready signals of distress

from the sypporting artillery. 1t was
difficult to realize that this was not
simply & nupon:lu, almost supernat.
ural, pyrotechn tacle arratiged
for the pleusure of the Gods. It was
more difficult still to realize that it
was actual reality of war, and thaet
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and “8, 0. 8 calls for assistance|

Vimy Ridge Strongest De-
fensive Position of Enemy
A
on Westérn Front,

—————

GREAT GUNS OF BRITISH
CAUSED RAIN OF DEATH

Germans Annihilated or Scat-
tered by Terrific Bombard-

ment,

Canadian headqumrters in France,
via London; April 9--(By Stewart
Lyon, special cofrespondent of the
Canadian Press)~~The crest of the
Vimy Ridge has beem carried. The
strongest defensive position of the
enemy on the westdm front has been
captured by the army of Sir Douglas
Halg, and the Canadian corps was
glventhe place of fionor in the great
event, being strongly supported by
some of the most famous of the Brit
ish formations. The attack was pre-
ceded by a bombardment which con-
tinued for several days, and in which
guns of the heaviest calibre, formerly

BRITISH MAKE GREAT
DRIVE IN FRANCE

Troops of King George Make Advance of From Two
to Three Miles on Front Extending From Henin-
Sur-Cojeul, Southeast of Artas, to Givenchy-En-
Gohelle, a Distance of About Twelve Miles.

BRAZIL 10
ENTER THE
WAR SOON

Foreign Minister at Rio Jan-
eiro Refuses to Receive Ger-
man Diplomat who will
Leave Country at Early
Date Probably.

Rio Janeiro , April 0.~Dr. Laure
Muller, foreign minister, has refused
to receive the German minister. Dr.
Muller gave urgent orders that a
in Rio Janeiro be made ready

tsed on only the bi battl
took part. The results, as revealed by
aerial observation, were a repetition
of the battle of the Somme, aero
planes, flying low, could find only
shapeless masses of churnedup earth
where the enemy's first line had

been.
(Continued on page 2)
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VIGTORY OF VIMY RIDGE
A NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT
FOR GANADIAN TROOPS

Officers Familiar with the
Scene of Sunday's Big Suc-
cess Tell of its Magnitude
and Importance.

“Waell, sir, it is the beginning of the

end,” said a returned officer last night
when he was informed by a Standard
representative that the Canadians had
captured Vimy Ridge. “Without a
doubt: it was one of the strongest, if
not the gest German ition on
the western front. You can't imagine
what this will mean for the Allies.
From that ridge the Allled artillery
can command a whole uninterrupted
view of the valley and table lands be-
low. The Canadian artillery will play
havoe with the Teutons now.”

“This position cost the French
100,000 of their best troops,” remarked
an officer recently, who was in St
John on his way west, and the Cana-
dians have been given this position to
look after, Wait until the spring drive
comes and you will hear of the Cana
dians carrying out a glorious work in
this section of the country,” conclud-
od the officer on that occasion. Ap-
parently that time has come. Last
night the world was given netice of the
fact that the Canadian troops, now
considered the pre troops on the
western front, had driven the Germans
from thelr most heavily fortified po-

local officer, “and let me tell you
the Canadians have & lot to be proud
Not only have they distinguished
themselves by driving the Germans

te of

the ‘advaatige
otld render.

will be re-

the greatest

olonial troops
expresajon - which

at once for a mission abroad.

Dr. Muller conferred with the war
minister and the chief of staff, He also
urgently requested a report from the
Brazilian legation in Paris,

To Sever Relations.

Washington, April 9-In Latin-Ame
erican diplomatic quarters here it wat
sald late today, that Dr. Muller's re
fusal to receive the German minister
to Brazil undoubtedly meant that the
government definitely had decided to
sever diplomatic relations with Ger
many.

Dr. Muller's orders thata steamer be
prepared ‘“at once for a missipn
abroad” was interpreted as meaning
that the Brazinlian government. also
had determined to arrange for the im-
mediate departure of the German of
ficlals. It was considered doubtful
that 46 German ships in Brazilian ports
would be selzed at this time, unless it
should appear that the vesels might
attempt to escape, or were in danger
of being damaged or destroyed by thels
crews,

REPUBLIGAN
FLAG RUN UP
-~ IN DUBLIN

Colors Raised on Ruins of Old
Post Office and from Nelson
Pillar—-sc_;me Excitement.

London, April 9, 5,156 p. m—~Some

sition.
“1 know the position as well as 1/
know the city of St. Jolin,” resumed |

out, but "n the capture of so many |

excitement was created on O'Donnell
street in Dublin=today by the hoist-
ing of the republican flag on the ruins
of the post office, while a small party
waved a similar flag from the Nelson
pillar, says a despatch to the Star from
Dublin, -

The police removed the flag from
the post office and ddsperwed the crowd
without making any arrests. Here and
there in the city, the despatch re-
ports, a small reproduction of the
proclamation of the provisional gov-
ernment of the Irish republican was
seen with a foot-note reading: ‘“The
Irish republic still Hves.”.

‘

London, April 9.—An advance of from 2 to 3 miles has
been made by the British troops on a front extending from
Henin-Sur-Cojeul, southeast of Arras, to Givenchy-En-Go-

helle, a distance of about 12

from army headquarters in France makes

The official

miles. report

this announce-

ment tonight and adds that the advance continues. The fa-
mous Vimy Ridge was carried by Canadian troops.

Thousands of German prisoners were taken by the Brit-
ish. Up to two o'clock this afternoon 5,816 including 119
officers, passed through the receiving stations, and according
to the official report, many more remained to be counted.

Stormed Defences.

The text of the statement reads:

“The operations continue to be car-
rled out successtillly in accordance
with the plans. Our troops every-
where stormed the enemy defenses,
from Henin-8urvCojeul 4o the southern
outskirts of Givenchy-Ra-Gohelle, to a
depth of from two to three miles, and
our advance continues,

“The enemy’s forward defenses on
this front {ncluding Vimy Ridge
which was carrled by the Canadian
troops, were captured early in the
morning. These defenses 'comprise
& network of trenches and fortified
lacalities—Nueville-Vitagse, Telegraph
Hill, Tilloy Lez Mofflaines, Observa-
tion Ridge, St. Laurent-Blangy, Les
Tilleuls and La Folie Farm.

Capture Fortified Places.

“Subsequently owr troops moved
forward and captured the enemy’s
rearward defenses, including, in ad-
dition to other powerful trenches sys.
tems, the fortified localities of Feuchy,
Chapelle De I'euchy, Hyderbad re-
doubt, Athies and Thelus.

“Up to & p. m,, 5816 prisoners, in
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FOUR INJURED, [
FATALLY, WH

cluding 119 officers passed through
the stations and many more remain
to be counted. Of these a large nume
ber belong to the Bavarian divisions,
who have suffered heavy casualties
in today's fighting.

Demicourt Taken.

“The captured war material in
cludes guns and a number of trench
mortars and machine guns which have
not yet been counted.

“In the direction of Cambrai further
progress has been made in the neigh-
borhood of Havrincourt Wood. Wa
have captured the village of Demt
court,

“In the direction of St. Quentin
we captured the village of Pontru and
e Verguier.

“The aerlal activity of the past few
days has continued with great energy,
Several successful bombing ralds were
carried out by us, our machines co-
operating with our artillery with ex-
cellent results. Two hostile machines
were destroyed and fifteen others
were driven down, and probably
crashed. Two German kite balloons
were brought down in flames. Ten
of our airplanes are missing.”

AAANASAAAA

NE PROBABLY
EN STAGING IN

THEATRE AT AMHERST FALLS

Daniel Barnes Likely will Die
Theatre Under Lease to

—False Work.of Empress
F. G. Spencer of St. John and

Being Reconstructed Collapses — Woman Heroically
Rushes to Rescue of Men Buried Under Timbers.

8pecial to The Standard.

Amherst, N. 8., April 9.—Four men
were nearly hurled to death this aft
ernoon when the falsework of the Bm-
press Theatre burned some time ago
and now under process of reconstruc
tion, collapsed, carrying with it three
carpenters and the general contrac-
tor who were working upon it,

Daniel Barnes was severely injured
and it is thought he has but little
chance of recovery. He was pinned
to the ground by a heavy plece of tim-
ber. Both hips were broken and he
suffered painful internal injuries.
Ainslie Allen, the genral conmtractor,
in the fall had his arm broken in two
places, and Charles Jackson was badly
cut about the head. Fred Ripley
escaped with a few minor contusions.

Forty Feet Migh.

The falsework is over forty feet
from the ground and at the time the
four men were engaged in hoisting
a heavy joint to use in the roof. The
staging, unable to stand the heavy
strain put upon it, without warning
collapsed and the four men were pre-
cipitated to the hard floor on the inter-
for of the theatre.

A Heroine. 4

Buried in the fallen timbers the
men would have suffered for several

ned popularity last night after the
:rmncam'm was made by The

in Standard, through the slidé at the lm-
Inul Theatre.

but for a reseue
party headed by Mrs. George Gold-
smith who heard the calls for help
from an adjoining house. She unmind.

ful of the still falling planking, aided

the carpenters in extricating the ine
Jured men.

Barpes was immediately rushed to
the Highland View®Hospital in the am«
bulance. His condition is critical. Mr,
F. G. 8pencer, of 8t. John, is the les.
see of the theatre, its owner being
Mr. J. V. H. Moore.

HEAVY SNOW STORM
STRIKES THE GITY

The heavy snow storm which raged
in New York and west of that city, on
Sunday night, reached St. John about
noon yesterday. During the morning,
although cold, the sun was bright,
and the bracing weather was ideal,
Towards noon the sky clouded over
and soon the snow commenced to fall
thickly. The wind increased from
the morthwest, and late last night
the storm had reached the proportions
of a small ‘sized blizzard. There was
10 let up in its fury all the afternoon
and night. The street railway officials
found it necessary during the night to
have the sweeper at work over the
line, keeping the tracks clear for the
running of the trolly cars,

At three o'clock this morning over a
half foot of snow had fallen on the
ievel and there was no indication of
the storm ceasing, while the high
wind had caused the snow to bank
up in some places.




