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_ Possession of Lodz Would Give Enemy Key

To Railways In Northern Poland—Russians
Take Advanced Positions at Przemysl anc
are Pushing Across Plains of Hungary—
Heavy Fighting Again in Argonne Region
Where French Claim Progress— Austrian
Capital Being Strongly Fortified—Opium

%mking Banned In

Japan.

oS S

London, Dec. 7.—lt is officially announced in Berlin that

the Germans occupied Lodz

Lodz Is a city of some 150,000_populati
centre of Russian Poland.

manufacturin
textile mills, the mz
ton goods. In addition,
PolesLGem\ans and Jews.

lin declares that the Germans
serles of battles have

been in progress for some time.

Sunday. .
on, is the chief
It has numerqus

majority of them for the manufacture of cot-
it has flour mills, brickyards, machin-
ery plants and breweries, The population

is made up of

ondon, Dec. 6.—An official announcement from Ber-

have occupied Lodz, where a
Lodz

is the centre for the railways leading through Northern Po-

land

"There is no news from South Poland beyond a German

denial of a success reported to have been. achieved by the

Russians at Czenstochowa.
The capture of one of th
mysel is regarded as conferri
Russians in their attack on t
the attentions of th .
ing, in small bodies, steadily
an

fugitives are said to be pourin

the advanced positions at Prze-
ng a valuable advantage to the
he fortress, Leaving this city to
e besiegingarmies, .
across the plains of Hungary,

the Russians are push-

toward Budapest.

In the face of the Austrian advance in Servia there has
capital from Nish to Mitrovitza,

been talk of the removal of the

but Servia denied that step actually has -been.dakens
FIGHTING AGAIN IN ARGONNE REGION.

The Allies continue to push forward In
&:ﬂ:o, but the Germans explaih that they

al and strategical reasons.

The advance,

Flanders and in Northern
are glving ground for tac-
as far as Flanders is con-
ts of L

A
ck.

d on the

cPmed, seems to have been

There has been a recrudescence of hard fighting In the Argonne

district where the French claim they are making progress. On
however, in these siege operatidns, these successe and reverses
or loss of a few hundred yards, and a siight readjust-

whole,
mean only a gain
ment of positions.

Seemingly, more important is
French have
tween Metz
command of the roads

the

the unofficial statement that the

seriously interfered with the German communications be-
and the Woevre district in Franoce, for here, as eisewhere,
is of the greatest importance to the armles.

It was officially announced tonight that during his visit to France

King George conferred the

Order of Merit on Field Marshal Sir John

French, and also pinned the Victoria Cross on the first Indian soldier

to win that decoration.

AUSTRIANS FORTIFYING VIENNA.

Venice,

that the work of fortifying the capital is proceeding rapidly.

Via London, Dec. 6.—Advices received here from Vienna say

Several

thousand men are reported to be employed in digging trenches.

Eighty-eight railway cars
arrived in Vienna one day last
trian general.

filled with wounded men are sald to have
week, Among the wounded was an Aus-

Seoul, Korea, Dec. 7.—The government has suppressed the opium

monopoly, and put a ban

on the smoking of opium.

These steps of the

government were advocated by American missionaries.

TRENCH WARFARE IN EAST
FOR WINTER GERMAN PLANS?

London,

Dec. 7—Delayed despatches to the Daily Telegraph from

spatches

gPetrograd icate that the at Lodz Friday, the day of the des-
‘(P were filed, was then serious.

“wEor the past three days,”
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give. Their wedge, Wl

shed with tremendous reinforcements. The
ey - The apex is Lowicz.
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says one of these despatches, “the Ger
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“The enemy’s plan around Lodz involves the cutting of 'some of

Warsaw’s most important lines of
to hold this
;;Mn Iike that on the west front.

communication. The Germans plan

wedge all winter, Iﬂlug'urlﬂng an_elaborate trench warfare

S EOMUND DSLER
 BESIENS FAOM B0AAD

0F TORONTO URIVERSHTY

Totonto, Dec. 6.—Sir Bdmund Osler
stated tonight that he had resigned
from the board.of goyernors of Toron-

ty, as a result of their ac-

b/ .t't!: matter of the three Ger

-action of the board of governors
e ity s

WOSTOCK MM
ATTEMPTS SURGIE
1T MORSE W

Moose Jaw, Sask., Dec. 6—W. F.
Brown of Woodstock, N, B, tried to
lcut his throat in the Windsor Hotel
here Saturday. -Brown was formerly
a telegraph operator at the C. P. R.
and afterwards in C. N. R.

NABLE T0 TAKS
YPRES, CERMANS
DESTROY TOWN

Failure to Fulfill Boast Exas-
perated Them and Belgian
Town was Bombazded.

London, Dec. 6—The officlal “eye
witness” with the British army head-
quarters on the continent, in & mess:
age dated December 2, says that the
destruction of the town of
Ypres by the Germans suggests that
it was “really the outcome of disap-
pointment and exasperation at its re-
sidtance, and at the failure of the
much advertised plans for its cap-
ture.”

The writer points out that up to the
end of October, the Germans had con-
tented themselves with bombarding
points where the British headquarters
was believed to be situated, and other
places such as the railway station
where destruction would be of mili-
tary value.

The shelling of the town itself only
began in earnest on the night of No-
vember 5, since which date it was
maintained intermittently. That the
town escaped so long apparently was
due to the fact that up till November
5 the Germans had counted on cap-
turing it. Later the attacks were sim-
ply in the nature of forlorn hopes, the
narrator says, which called for all the
assistance that could be obtained by
artillery co-operation, even at the risk
of the destruction of a historic place
which might become German.

The last attack in force was deliv-
ered on November 17. * * " P
. iater, the

the central market place and whéreas
the Cloth Hall and the Cathedral bolh
had escaped material damage up, till
then, these two historic buildings
were blazing before the day closed.
In order to do this, it is stated, the
Germans brought up a train armed
with heavy guns. After the Cloth
Hall and the Cathedral were destroy-
od, the eye-witness says, the fire of
the Germans no longer was directed
on them.

The writer states on good authori-
ty that the Germans re-named Ostend
“Kales,” which he says wag done with
the object of deeeiving German sold-
fers into the belief that Calais and
Paris were in German hands.

A few minor local successes are re-
corded by the eye-witness, both the
French and British forces, he says,
having advanced slightly and taken
some German trenches.

B

WOULD BE
PLAYING INTO
GERNANY'S HANDS

If England Had Violated Bel-
gium's Neutrality — State-
ments Implying this was In-
tendeg. Answered by British
Foreign Office.

e

London, Dec. 6—With reference to
the statements implying that Great
Britain had ever contemplated viola-
tion of Belgian neutrality, the British
foreign office issued tonight a record
of the conversation which Sir Edward
Grey, secretary for foreign affairs,
had with the Belgian minister - on
April 7, 1913.

In reporting the conversation to the
British minister at Brussels, Sir Ed-
ward Grey said it had been brought
to his k.nowtledgie that there was ap-

pr n that Fn
would be the first to violate Belgian
neutrality.

He pointed out to the minister that
he did not think this apprehension
could have come from a British
source, and he was sure England
would not be the first to violate the

t of What England
had to consider was what it was de-

ble and y for England, as
one of the guaranteers of Belgian neu-
trality, to do if Belgian neutrality
w:'r; violated by any power. 8ir Ed-
w 1

cial officen, Winnipeg. He was on his
way to Calgary seeking employment,
funds forced

of Toronto ty
Jéave of absence, with full pay,
German professrs

ment s on foot to hold a-
iag tn Massey Hall to

to the
has elicited

pso
3 of the community, and a move-
public meet-
discuss the

but lack of him to get
off here. He will recover.

TURKISH GRUISER STRUCK MINE.
Petrograd, 6~The Turkt

]
“For us to be the first to violate it
and to send troops into Belgium would
be to give Germany, for instance, jus-
tification for sending troops into Bel-
glum, Also what we desired in the
case of Belglum, as in that of other
neutral countries, was that their neu-
trality should be respected, and as
long as it was not violated by any

the|other power, we
send troops

should certainly not
ounreelves into their terri-

tory.”

~Four-days N ‘Germans com: |
fnenced to pour a stream of shell into

Russian Official Stat
nies Report .of

Petrograd, (Via
An official statement ie
cribes as ridiculous the Geftsa
of having captured D ¥
of prisoners, D
guns. It says that the &l
been fighting contim
is impossible to estims

“This fact,” conl 1
“prevents us from
cial denial, a8 the
1y avoids giving @
not been verified. :

“On the other the @er:
nial that they h & single gun
is disproved by th@ fact ‘that in the
Brzeziny district [¢
we took from themh
and 8 large am
German prisoners, 16,000
one polnt alone of our front where
prisoners are registered.

“Neither do the s mention
the supply columns W they burn-
ed, nor the cannod and ammunition
which they abandoned in the forests,
and which we are grafually filnding.

“The Germans algg, conceal the loe-
gses which they m&‘ jed in the No-
vember fighting, althy witnesses
state that never B
presented such a

ann

at some t

tacked the German, flanks, the German
dead were piled not less than a metre
high. All the inhabitants of the dis-
trict hato been engaged in the work
of burying the dead and clearing the
fields where the recent combats were
waged.

“Several German divisions, especial-
1y that of the Guards, have been so se-
verely tried during their efforts to es-
cape from our clutches that they have
completely disappeared from the front
in order to re-organize their forma-
tion.”

THE GOEBENLOST

126 MEN
BLACK SEAFIGHT

Undergoing Repairs After Be-
ing Battered by Shells From
"Russian Ships on Nov. 18.

Paris, Dec. 6—A despatch to the
Havas Agency from Atheng says that
the cruiser Goeben, purchased by
Turkey from Germany, i{s undergoing
repairs of the heavy damage suffered
in the battle with a Russian fleet in |
the Black Sea recently. The Gooben{
was struck by fifteen shells from Rus-|
sian ships which are said to bave,
killed 126 members of her crew, be-
sides destroying a turret, smokestack
and one engine.

The Goeben’s sailors who were kill-
ed were buried in the garden of the
German ambassador's eummer resi-
dence at Therapia, & village, eight
miles northeast of Constantinople, on
the Bosphorus. Two-thirds of the
Goeben’s crew are said to be Germans
and the remainder Austrians.

The Goeben was reported in a des-
patch from Petrograd on November
19 to have been badly damaged in a
battlé the preceding day

division of the Russian Black Sea
fleet and a Turkish detachment con-
sisting of the Goeben and Breslau
near the coast of

It was: sald a series of explosions
were seen in the hull ‘of the Goeben,
which opened fire slowly, After the
battle had continued forty mi

,| these vessels

FOR GREATER
PROTECTION OF
IFENT S

Hon, Mr. Hazen Has New Reg-
ulations Adopted Affording
Greater Measure of Protec-
tion to Passengers.'

Special to The Standard

Ottawa, Dec. 6—The question of life
saving 14 on has
been occupying the attention of Hon.
J. D. Hazen for some ume and as a
resul! new regulations have been
adopted.

In the case of coasting snd inland
ships it is provided that passenger
steamers must carry lifeboats, life
rafts, approved buoyant deckseats or
other approved buoyant apparatus suf-
ficlent to date all the

gers carried.

Where, on summer daylight trips
are allowed to carry
more passengers than -permitted by
their ordinary passenger certificate,
theré must be lifeboats, etc. for at
least eighty per cent. of the passen-
B

ers,

If a ship is under 200 feet in length
at least six approved lifebuoys shall
be carried and if 200 feet or over, at
least ten approved life buoys. One
approved life jacket must be carried
for each person on board and in ad-
dition a sufficlent number of a size for
children. |

INKNDHN
WARSHP
15A00ND

Ashore in Thick Fog off Mary-
land Coast—Has Four Fun-
nels and Not American War-
ship.

Ocean City, Md., Dec. 6.—An un-
known warship is reported aground
one mile off shore, three miles north
of ..orth Beach Life Saving Station,
and six miles south of Ocean City. A
high sea and northeast gale prevents
assistance being rendered. Assistance
has been asked from the navy yard
at Norfolk.

Observers nearest the vessel say
she has four funnels, and that they
can seg the fighting tops.

Norfolk, Va., Dec. 6.—The revenue
cutter ftasca was speeding tonight
from Hampton Roads towards North
Beach, Md., to assist an unidentified
vessel, said to be a man-of-war, in dis-
tress.

The Norfolk navy yard received a
message from the North Beach Life
Saving Station, on the Maryland coast,
saylng a vessel, apparently a warship,
was in distress six miles off shore.
There was a dense fog and there were
high seas,

Nayal officlals here do mot belleve
the vessel is an American warship.

The Itasca s not expected to
reach North Beach before tomorrow
morning.

Not An American Warship.

Washington, Dec. 6.—Fears that the
war vessel reported aground near
Ocean City, Md:, might either be the
United States destroyer Terry or Per-
kins, bound from Newport, R. I, to
Charleston, 8, C., were dissipated to-
night by advices to the Navy Depart-
ment from Norfolk, reporting the safe
arrival of both these vessels at that

rt.

No other United States war-vessels
could be in the vicinity of Ocean City,
according to officials of the Navy De-
partment.

the Goeben was reported to have with-
drawn and disappeared in the fog, tak-
ing advantage of her speed. The Rus-
sian losseg were given as thirty-three
men killed and twenty-five wounded.
A Berlin despatch on November 27
stoated that the Goeben lost only
eleven men killed and that the ship
was struck by only one. shot which
took effect above the water line,
. Shamaee

King Peter Visits Troops
Paris, Dec. 6.—King Peter of Servia
has visited the theatre of war and
has communicated to the troops an
order of the day in which he thanks
them urml‘ys for their :ﬂoﬂs_ This

. pe ined ti'n @ i

AN INTERNATICNAL
COMMITTEE ON BELGIAN
RELIEF 15 FORMED

London, Dec. 6.—"An. international
committee for feeding the Belgians
has been formed in Belgium under the
leadetship of Herr Colvay (Ernest Sol-
vay, thé msnuhowx“cr)." says the Co-

from the Nish, Servia, corresp

of the Havas Agency, *

MY’S SHEDS, FRIEBU

Drop Bombs Into German Auviation Station—

Allied Fleet Try to Break Through Dard-
anelles ?>—Ostend Reported on Fire.

WDai.y Chronical from Dunkirk says:

London, Dec. 7—A despatch to the

©'#Ostend is reported to be on fire.
It is believed the conflagration was
caused either by a British bombard-
ment or German incendiaries.”

These advices say also that Rus-
sian warships have sunk six Turkish
sailing vessels which were carrying
war supplies.

Washington, Dec. 6—Aerial raids on
Freiburg in Brisgau were acknowledg-
ed as the work of French aviators to-
day in an official report from the Ger-
man foreign office to the embassy
here. The message said:

“French aviators yesterday were
sticcessful in dropping bombs on the
aviation hangars in Freiburg, in Bris-
gau.”

London, Dec. 6.—The Central News
corr d at C hagen says the
following despatch has been received
in the Danish capital from Berlin:
“Forty British and French warships
are gathered outside (name deleted by
censor) with the evident intention of
forcing their way through. This, how-
ever, will be impossible, as the forti-
fications have been greatly strength-
ened, and the water is thickly strewn
with mines.”

FRENCH TROI

%3 GAUGHT

[N TRKP AND KILLED

Steeping in Church and Betrayed by Spy—Cut to Pieces by
Exploding Shells or Burned to Death Before they Could

Escape—Berlin Reports
Missing.

London, Dec. 6.—How 500 French
troops were betrayed by a spy on
Tuesday last, is told in despatches
from Dunkirk. The French soldiers
were sleeping in a church at Lamper-
nisse. A spy in some way gained ac-
cess to the belfry and displayed
lights which notified the German ar-
tillery of the presence of the troops.
A bombardment immediately followed,
and, the exact range being known to
the enemy, the sleeping men, before
they could make their escape, wre
clt to pieces by exploding shells which
also set fire to the straw on which
they had been lying.

Berlin, Dec. 6 (by wireless to Say-
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ROUMANIA DECIDES

Australian Battle Cruiser is

ville, N. Y.)—A British submarine yes-
terday tried to force a passage
through the Dardanelles, according to
a despatca from Constantinople to the
Frankfurter Zeitung. The sumarine's
presence was discovered, however, the
message adds, and the vessel appar-
ently was hit by hots fired by the
Turkish forts,

Benlin, Dec. 6 (by wireless to Say.
ville, N. Y.)—Information given out to
the press yesterday by the German
official press bureau says that accord-
ing to a report received by the Italian
newspaper Corriere Della Sera, the
Australian battle cruiser Australia ap-

parently is missing,

TO JOIN THE ALLIES

Geneva, via London, Dec. 6.—The
Journal De Geneva publishes a des-
patch from Bucharest, which says that
Roumania has definitely decided to en-
ter the war on the side with the Allies.
This decision, according to the des-
patch, is in accordance with the wish
of the whole country, including King
Ferdinand -and all the Roumanian
statesmen with the exception of the
Minister of Finance, M. Marghiloman.

The question of when Roumania will

make her entry into the conflict is
still belng discussed, however, one
slde desiring to avoid a winter cam-
paign; but the military authorities ex.
press the fear that Servia may be de-
feated before the Spring.

The attitude of Bulgaria still re-
mains doubtful. Greece, Servia and
Roumania have proffered certain con-
cessions, which, however, Sofia seems
not to consider a sufficient induces
ment.

UROER OF MERIT
C0FERRED ON
IR JOHNFREACH

Decorated by King George —
His Majesty Invests King of
Belgians With Order of the
Garter.

London, Dec. 6—During his visit in
France, King George conferred the
Order of Merit on Sir John French,
commander of the British forces on
the continent.

On Friday, according to a Flanders
despatch to the Times, King George
met King Albert of Belgium at the
Belgium border and reviewed the Bel-
glan troops. He invested King Albert
with the Order of The Garter.

King George returned from Bou-
logne to Dover in a torpedo boat.

tal by the Belgian, French and British
governments. Food to the value of
$6,000,000 monthly will be distributed

corr t of the Times.
The committee is supplied with oapi-

under American and coptrol.”

MINISTERS HERE
FOR OPENING (F
HEW WHRIES

Hon, Messrs, Hazen and Rog-
ers to be Present at Cere-
monies at West Side on
Thursday.

Ottawa, Dec. 6.—Hon. J. D. Hazen,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, and
Hon. Robert Rogers, Minister of Pub-
lic Works, go to St. John this week
for the formal opening for busingss
of the government dock just complet-
ed at West St. John.

The completion of this work is char-
acteristic of the way in which busi-
ness is done by the present adminis-
tration. Mr. Hazen had brought the
matter to the attention of Mr. Rogers,
pointing out that the construction
of this dock was of the utmost Wn-
portance to the shipping and general
interest of that city. Mr. Rogers visi-
ted St. John last winter to see for
himself, and whiie there he promised
that the dock would be completed in

1914, and this promise has been fule,
filled.
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